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(A ODI RESUME

US. Depcriment Investigation: PE (4-039
of Trargportation Prompted By: TEG4-011

National Highwaory Date Opened: 0471372004 Date Closed: 08/26/2004
Trafflc Salely Principal Investigalor: PETER KTVETT
Adminksiration Subject: Fake Park

Mamufacturer: DaimlerChrysler
Products: 2003-04 Dodge Ram 250073500 with Automatic Trangmission
Population: 183,058

Problem Description: The vehicle may experience a reverse powered rollaway incident afier an
attempted chift into “Park™ with the key still in the ignition and the engine ranning.

FATLURE REPORT SUMMARY

QDI Manufacturer Total

Complaints: 9 46 50
Crashes/Fires: 6 42 42
Injury Incidents: 2 3 3
# Injuries: 2 3 3
Fatality Incidents: 0 0 o
# Fatalities: 0 0 0
Other*: D 0 0
*Description of Other:
Action: This Preliminiary Evaluation has been upgraded to an Enpineering Analysis.

Engineer: Peter Kfvett Date: 08/26/2004

Div. Chicf: Jeffrey £. Quandt Dawe: 08/26/2004

Office Dir.: Kathleen . DeMeter Date: 08/26/2004

Summary: Thers have been 50 complaints to ODH and DaimberChrysier alleping ingidents of roverse powoed rollaway
in subject vehicles that were parked with the enging ronning and the parking trakn disenpaged, The incidents are allegsd
10 have veyylted in 42 crashes and 3 njuries,

Axccarding to DeimlerChrysker, incident vehicle inspections have not idemtified any misadjusted or broken parta. A
typical incident ia believed to involve the following sct of condilions: (1) with the vehicle on a relatively level surface, an
atterpied ahift into park inadvestently placea the transmission in a position between the "reversa™ and "park™ pear detenty;
{2} the driver exits the vehicle with the key in the ignitien, the sagine running, and the parking trake disengraged; and (33
after some delwy, the vehicle begina traveling rearnard. In prior investigationa of other DaimlerChrysler producis, reverse
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attributes the incidents to operutor error in using a system that fonctionsd as desipned. According to
DpimlerChryaler, the alleged defect cannot occur if the drver: (1) shifts fully into park a8 indicated by and of shifter
Travel slam, e farward throw of fhe shift Jever, anvd/or the illumimation of the park indication in the “FRNDL” display;
(2) remowves the key from the ignition; (3) torng the engine “off,™ or (4) engaged fhe parking brake,

The subject vehiclea are equipped with: (1) DmimlerChrysler's “oc™-apecific transminzions that have been the mnbject
of two previcus QDL reverse porerered rollaway investigations (EADS-006 & EAM-017); and (2) & colunn mounted shift
mechanism with an clkectronic gear position indicater (“PRNDL”) that is located in the dash display directly forward of the
sfeering wheel. Two peer populations of dodge mm pickup trucks were atmly=ed for compariton with the sulject
vehiclag: (1) MY 2001-02 Ram 2503500 picknp trucks equipped with aimiler tranamriseions, but a diffarant shifter with
s mechanical “PRNDL;™ snd {2} MY 2003-04 Bam 1500 pickup trucks equipped with the sama shifter as the nibject
vehiclea but different tranamiszsions. The complaint rate in the subject vehicles is aignificantly higher Bwan in the two peer

populationa. Thix investigation has been upgraded o s engineering amalyais.
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