o - Memorandum

U.S. Deparimeant
of Tranaporiation

Natlonal Highway
TrafMc Safety
Adminletraton

Subject: EA03.010 Date:  June 15,2004
From: Mnhmj‘}:: Safety Defects Enginesr Replyto  NVS-212mjl
Office of Defects Investigation Atmof  EA03-010

Te: Public File -

In March 2004, the Office of Defiects Investigation received the following attached documents
(police accident report and vehicle photographs) relating 1o an air bag non-deployment fatal
erash of a model year 2001 Mercury Sable frorm I -~ in
Massachusetts,

Attachment
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M SRR STIEIAS 2001-067106
| 2001M10/28 | 2339 | 0799 05568
AGCIDENT DESCRIFTION
. (MARRATNE]
1
EXHIBIYLIST:

Attached; -
A. Wimess Statement fromiE dxivor of vehicle #2}.

10/20/01.
B. Witnees Statement from | s=2nger of vehicle #2), dated

10/20/01.

C. Witness Statement from NN datoc 10/20/01,
D. Witncss Statement from I datod 10/20/01.

B. Witneds Statement ﬁwn_dmd 10/20/01.

F. Witness Statement Gron: IR 3«1 1072001,

G. Copy of Admin Per Se/ Tmplied Copsent form, fifteen day driving permit,
isuad to N on 1/17/01, -

H. Copy of Report of Investigation by Medical Examiner with blood alochal
resulis fivm hospitel and Autopey, dated 1140701 (recalved on 19/21/01).

Not Amacked:

L Phutngmphaafﬂsemﬂmiunsnmhkmhybﬁphﬂumphﬁb.m
#3077 and DPS Ofc. M. Grzyhowki #5668, (Negatives retaimed ot the DPS
Photo Lab).

1. anynf[&mﬁymﬂmni_blnuﬂﬁumﬂnb?ﬁﬂnm&

Lah (Pending).

K. Copy of 911 tape, dated 10/20/01 ﬂ‘um_tu DPS, (Retained by
Ofc. Scotr #5565)

T AN M . O B02-0INE 124
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ACCIDENT DE!GRIFT“J‘N
NARRATIVE)

Upon my sxrival o the scene, I observed Traffic Unit #1 fwing a nartheastern direction
partially in the ramber one end mmber two lanss of the sasthound State Route 202, T obearved
the driver of Traffic Unit #1 still scated behind the steering wheol with his sewibelt fastaned. The
vehicle’s eir bags did not deploy in ths collision. Due to the damage sustained to Traflic Uit #1
the driver was bnable o be removed from the vehicle withom extrication equipment. Based on
the damage Traffic Unit #1 susinined, the seafbielt that wa in ose did not prevent the fital
injurics saatzined by the driver #1. I further observed Traffic Unit #2 facing edst in the number
one lane of eastbound Stete Routs 202, Thndﬂwmdwnfnﬁ:Umt#Zwmmunf
the vehicle on the north shoulder.

hhmnfhm&mﬂtﬂkﬂﬂﬂzunmmm&dh@wmnmwu
sast and westbound, The two eastbound and two westhound lemes at this location are divided by
a dirt mediam with & cable baricr centoring the median. The roeadway is constructed of concrete.
In the erea of the collisich, tha two eastbound kanes tn into the Country Chub Drive exit, which
i exit 13 and the end of State Routs 202 ossthound At the time of the collizion a fally Hghted
Barvicade end Light Asthed truek (Traffic Unit #2) was stoppad in the mumber one lane preparing
to sct up lighted barricades, to route all easfhound exiting traffic into the nimber two lae. The
Barricade and Light frtbed truck’s mrow board was activated and working property, directing all
traffio into the mmmber two lano at the time of the collivion, Prior to the it of the collision,
traveling east, there were aigns on both the right and lef? shoulder indicating road work ahoad.
After these advisories, there wers gigns on both the right and left showlders advising that the left
Iane was closed shead, snd east of these signs, there wore sdviscry gigns on both the [eff and
right shonlders advising eactbound traffic to merge right The speed limir prior to and st the
collirion adte Is forty-five milea per hour.

IRAFFIC UNIT INFORMATION:

Treaffle Unit #1 sustainad extencive damage to the entire front, hood and engime
compertment of the vehiols including windshicld. Traffic Unit #1 also mustained damage to the
left and dght front quarter panel up to the front driver and paasenger doors. The passenger
compartment sustained extensive impact damage. All four tires wexo still inflated after the
collision. The front passenger and driver’s doors also sustained extensive damage, There wees
fumerous paint tranefera from Traffic Unit #2 on the hood of Traffic Unit #1.

The driver of Traffic Unit #1, I *1ntaitcd massive blunt force trauma
1 the head and chest and snstained magsive internal traume, Upon extrication, I wis
trenaposted by Southwest Ambulsnce to Scottsdale Osborn Hospital where at 05 29 hours, he
was pronounced dead by Emergency Room Physician, I T
cause of I doath was nltipls biunt faree injuries suatained in the collision.

‘Traffle Uit #2 sastained micor deamage to the rear of the bed and lower rear cross bar,

M- R




REPONT I L T T
BAR .MMM, Herdn DS 140, SERCRAIRYND,
' 2001-0687108
2001410/20 § 2339 | 0795 | 05588
ACCIDENT DESCRIPTION '
HARRAYVE)

The passenger compartment sustained mitor {mpact damege.

The driver of Traffic Unit #2 S »:; incd oo injuries in the
collizion and required no medical trestment [Mktated that prior to the collision, be had just
stopped in the rumber one Innc. [Istatcs thet he waa just about to pull into the highspesd
shoulder wnd begin setting up baricadas when he noticed the vehicle (Traffic Unit #1) coming up
_behind him traveling st approximately aixty-five to seventy miles par hour, [ starea that
before he had a chance to do anything, the vehicle hit him from behind. I stated that the
lights and srvow board on the Barricade snd Light truek were on at the time of the collimon.
Priot to I writton statoment, I stated that he had stopped in the sumber one
iane to set barricades at that location. He was madscided as 1o whether he should leave the ek
in the monber one lane or park it on the laft shonlder hehind eccigting buricades. Wilson gtuted
before he conld make a decision he was strck by Traffic Unit #1.

Passenger of Traffic Unit 42, I st ted that they had just stoppad in
the highspend lane ahovt to putl into the clogure and begin setthug up bayricades when they wera
struck from bekind by Traffic Ut #1. EEEEEaleo confirmed that the lights and srrow board on
the Barricade Light truck wers on at the time of the collision.

Witness #1 N =i:.:cd that he had been following Traffic Unit
#1{which he refierred to a8 @ tan Fard Teures) fir approximatsly thres miles, cbserving the
wehicle weaving in and oot of the mumber one and two lanex and onto the laft shovlder
continucusly, be also egtimated the vehicle to ba tuveling at approximatsly sivty-five miles per
hour. I tated that he obscrved Traffic Unit #] alam on it's beakes prior to collidiug
with tight rear cornee of Traffic Unit #2. I confirmed that the srow board on
Traffic Unit #2 was operating i the timp of the coltision.

Witness #2 N the fiont seat passenger in Androw Aylett's vehicle,
stated that they had been foliowing a car (Traffic Unit #1) that sppeared Lo have & impaired
.driver. She stated that ahe had called 911 to report Traffic Unit #1 after obacrving the vehicle
ﬂmuﬂmﬂidﬁwiﬂlmmerm.-;slﬂmmdﬁfﬁnﬂlﬁt#l to be raveling at sixty-
five to sevanty miles per hour. es thal she continued to observe the vehicle
swerving all aver the road then callad 911, IJlMststed that she was on the talephone with 911
when ahs observed the vehiels collide with banicade that the
arrow board on the barricade track was operating at the thae of the collision,

Whines: #3 JIIIEIEGEGEGEGEGEE (0v2:o0uer o BJES vehicls), states that she observed
Traffle Tnit #1 traveling east on State Route 202 weaving continuously, traveling at
approximately sixty-five miles per hour. INEE stated shic obscrved the drivar attempt to
avoid the barricads buck prior to colliding into the rear, I confirmed that the mrow
board on Traffic Unit #2 was operating at the timae of the collision.

Witness #4 I > coc in IR vehicle) stated that he ohsacved
Traffic Unit #1 to be posaibly impaired, weaving while raveling esst on Stets Route 202,

D) B0 1
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2001/10/20 |- 23 39 0745 05568 001-067106
ACCIDENT DESCRIPTION
ARRATIVE)

1 RN 1tn1<d that Traffic Unit #1 appesred to attempt to avold colliding with Traffic Unit 42 bt
waa ansuccezsfiyl, IIlicontirmed that the smrow bourd on Traffic Unit #2 was operating at
the time of the collision.

It was determined through the witness riatemnentys, skid, scrape and scuff marks es well as
fluid Jedt on the rondway, darnage sustained by both vehicles, ang the injuries systained by I
that Traffic Unit #1 was traveling cast on State Route 202 in the aumber one lane at
appraximately sixty-five miles por hour. Traffic Urit #2 had just stiopped moments prior to the
colligion in the vumber ona lane to begin closing the number ons traffic lane and merge 81l waffic
into tha namber two lane. Approximately sixty-four feet of skid murk wes left on the roadway
by Trafflc Unit #1 ptior to the left front of Traffic Unit #1 solliding into the right rear of
gtationary Traffic Unit #2. Trafflc Urit#1 continued under Traffic Unit #2 until impasting nto
the right rear tandem wheels. As Traffic Unit #1 collided with the rear of Traffic Unit #2, hoth
vehivles were pushed east for approximataly ten feet. While contloming eagt, tha rear of Traffic
Unit #1 came up off the roadway and raade a ons quarter revolution in 4 sounier clockwise
raotion before coming to final rest, v wearing his acat belt at the time of the
callision however, dus 1o the intrusion of the hed of the track and the rear lower crosshar of
“Traffic Unit #2 into Tatflo Unit #1, I sustained massive head and interoal traums which
later proved fatal as the steering wheel assembly, dash board end windshield were firced into {he
passenger compartment. For unknown reasons, Trafflc Unit #1's alr bage did not deploy in the
collision. Through the combination of roadwey evidence, witness statemnants describing erratic

Mﬁummmmdmwmmmwm .
primary cavac of this collision was impeired driviog on the pat of fue to the use of
aleobol. An autopsy anatysis ofJbIood disclosed two Blood Alcohiol Content
readings of 13 and .14,

A drivers liontiee oheck of I driver’s licenae revealed that hia was currently
using an Admin Per S/ Implied Consent pesmit, thot wis issoed on 10/17/01. Between 10/17/01
and 10/20/01 I obizined & new Arizona driver’s license which was veed to identify him
at the scene. —udfhnf—mntheﬂasphﬂupmnmvﬂufﬂw
Investigation Officer.
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COMTD  ALTONA OF TRARSPONTATION | Y 2339 _B?Qﬂ ﬁm

2era porT - 2l_Bobst pole v Clest 13 Msservarts s bl o woive [T
|_soax »: Bight sofd wiets shouting g . . esvenwecerose s un-ouvheind b ol (zorg), ves wd nches B
POINT | FOM MNGE | PRSMIEP | PRGN OF RORY NESURED
A 20.3' N 44.6' £ |BEGINNWNG OF LEFT FAONT SKID VEHICLE 1
B 16.8' N 51.1' £ |BEGINNING OF RIGHT FRONT SKID VEWICLE 1
c 20.0° N 76.1" £ [LEFT FRONT SKID VEHICLE 1 CONTINUED
o 18.8' ¥ 76.1" £ |RGHT FRONT SKID VEHICLE 1 CONTINUED
E 18.3' N 104.3E  |BEGINNING OF LEFT REAR SCUFF VEICLE 1
E 19.4' N 108.4 € |END OF LEFT FRONT SKID VEHICLE 1
& 3.2’ N 108.6" E__|END OF LEFT REAR SCUFF VEHICLE 1
H 10.0°' N 109,0° E__|BEQINNING OF RIGHT AEAR SCUEF VEHICLE 1
| 10.5°N 115.9' £ _ [GEGINNING OF SECOND SCUFF LEFT REAR VEHICLE 1
J 18.3' N 113.9' E__|END OF RIGHT FAONT SIID VEHICLE 1 / AREA OF IMPACT
K 7.8°N 116.6' N |END OF RIGKT REAR BCUFF VEHICLE 1
. L 10.2" N 118.2' E END OF SECOND ECUFF LEFT AEAR VEHICLE 1
M 23.2' N 118.0" E _|STARY OF LEFT SIDE 8KID VEHICLE 2
N 12.1'N 119.0' E__|e EFY REAR TIRE VEHICLE 1
o 230N 123.9' E__|END OF LEFT SIDE $KID VEHICLE 2 AFTER IMPACT
P 176 N_ | 127.2°E  |RIGHT FRONT TIRE VEHICLE 1
Q 17.2' N 128.8' E RIGHT REAH COANER DF VEHICLE 2
R 24.4° N 129.3'E | BEGINNING OF LEFT SIDE 8XID VEHICLE 2 AFTER SKIF
5 16,0° N 135.2' £ IRIGHT REAR TIRE VEHICLE 2
T . 24.4' N 125,3' E__|LEFT REAR TIRE AND END OF LEFT SIDE SKID
u 242'N 147.0 E__|LEFT FAONT TIRE VEHICLE 2
v 33.8'N 165.8° B |LEFT MIAAOR FROM VEHICLE 1
U1-2rod Rsa OFS BOZ-04084 1208
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