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Daarluh Glagsman:

DaimisrChrysler Corporation has submitted Informaton o the Officé of Delects
Investigation relating to NHTSA ODI Enginesring Analysls EA-03-011 — DalmiorChysler
JA/LH/PR * IgnitionPark Intarlock Systern. In connaction with that submisslon,
DalmlerChrysler Corporation s submiting cartain documsnis from a meating held at
DalmlerChrysiar Corporation-Aubum Hils, betwesn the OD! and DalmierChrysler
Corporation personned, regarding this subject, %o the Office of Chief Counse! and
requesting that they be parmanantly protectad from pl.lhllr.mluaupuauunth:dﬂcFR
Part 512,

DalmierChrysler Corporation has camsfully reviawed s submiesion and has kdemntifisd
documerts and test photographa contalning confidential information, the disclosire of
which would cause compatitive hamn. The following information ks haing submitted:

A) 'Effort data developed using a teat procedure for svaluating Igrition-park
Interlock eyatem ovemide efforts.

B) Writtan description of design changes implementead for tha purpose of
Improving the ignition-park irteriock system In the above mantioned vehicla
familles.

C) Graphicel test deta an plctorial renditione of these deglgn changes and the
components imvolved,

The jusiifications for confidential treatment are set forth below.

The documents contain highly sensitve information relating to DaimierChrysier
Corporation’s attempts to Identify and ovaluete the forces required to ovemide the
igniion-park Interlock systam in the subject vehicles. The disclosurs of such informstion
would permit Dninlnrchrynlar’a competitors to duplicate Dalniirﬂhmhr Corpomﬂon'a
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© design, ressarch, and. remadiation protocole without: Incurring’ th- luhuhnﬁ axpanas
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commercially veluable, and Its release would- cause Daln'lurd'lmlur Gnrpamﬁon
mmnl mpﬂﬂws ham.

In addition, the documanta conti'} Iighly ianalhn Information ﬂhout DaimierChrysler
Corparation's test reguits, analyses, and tast protocols. The relaase of theee decuments
‘would give & compaditor ths frults of DaimisrChrysisr Corporation's tests, test protocols,
and test dewelopmential strategies without having to incur the substential cosis
associated with the development-of thelr own analyses, test results, snd tast prolocols,

-'huahymaﬂhgﬂumtnbﬂngewﬂﬂuopmdmtomﬂmtmmtainm i

own developmant procedures at DaimierChrysier Comporafion’s expense.
Dlsahluruufﬂ-lhmummm'dmumumdhﬂmandlﬂmm“uld
otherwise. be required to bring to market @ product competiiive with DaimieiChryaler
Corporation's products. Thia Is clearly the type of compelitive harm envisionad In
Emmpﬂon4‘“'Fubb'aﬁWmnﬁlmMIGm.va1ﬁﬂF3dm BDHEDC cir.
1099){'Fun#=qmmr}.

The documents also m mmpt from disckosure under- FOIA Inoauu _they roveal
compstitively valusble design and. psrformance factor Information, ' A number of the
documents set forth key design alements for the ignitiom-park: Interiocic system, and
others reveal the performance faciors that DaimierChrysler Corporstion ' consldaers
- gignificant in developing and marketing products and in Investigating and, remecying
potental problems. Like the other Information In this submission, the design and
standerds information reflected In. these documents Is the product of DaimlerChrysler
Corporstion’s-years of experiance In the ndustry and reflocts substantiol nvesbnents of -
time and maney In lie developmeit Thus, disclosure of the Information would be m -
wingfall to DalmierChrysier's compaetitors, as wall as to would-bs suppliers, bacause H
would ensble them to Incorporate design slements and to discover the parformance -
standards thet DalmierChrysior Corporation deama significont withicut ineurring  the
substantial tme and expanse nacessary to cavalop thair own designe ang standards.
As a result, DaimierChrysiar Comporation would suffer subsiantial competitve Harm.

The design Information alec qualifies for trade secret atatue under Exsmption 4 because
it Is “a sacrst, commardally valuable plan, formula, pracesa or davice thet s used for the
- making * * * of trede commodities and that can be sald to ba the end product.of elther
innovation or aubstantial effort.” Pubific. Clfzen I, 704 F.2d at 1288. Thé Information
" comes within this definition becauss It “revesl[s] a- manfacturs:'s desiyi decisions and

hﬂnnﬂﬁaboufhnlﬂunm!mmdaﬂmammm ‘Coritor for
Auto Sefely, 83 F: Supp. 2d at 15. -
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submiited docunents. = DaimierChrysler Corporation balisves that. the. confidential -
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" confidential teatment has. significant compatitive vaius and would ba harmful o

DaimierChrysler Corporaticn’s compatitve position lrruhuad Amﬂlnulr it should be
withhald undlrEMpﬁm#ufFﬂlh.




. The certification requirad by your regulations |s attachad to this lstter. H you need any

clarifications or additional information, pleass contact Robert Morton, Senlor Staff
Counsel, at (248) 512-4184. If you raceive a request for disclosure of these documents
before you have completed your review of our claim for confidertial treatment,

- DaimlerChrysler Corporation respectfully requests notification of the request and an
" opportunity to provide further jusiification for the confidential teatment of this

- Information, if wammanted.

Sincaraly,
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Cortificate In Support of Requast for Confidentlality

l, Bhphan.l Speth, pursuant to the provialons of 48 C.F.R. Part 512, stais a8
'fnlluwa

| am Dﬂwﬁrchmhr Corporation's Director, Vehicle. Cam‘lcaﬂnn, Complisncs
and Safely Affalrs and | am authorised by DaimierChrysler Corporstion to
axeoute documents on behalf of DaimiarChrysler Comporation;

The information cortained In the Idicated documents Is confidential and
proprietary data and Is belng submitted with the claim that it is entitied to
mnuﬂmmm under 5 U.8.C, 562 (b) (4).

I have paraonuly inquired of the responslble DalmlarChrysler Gomonation
parsoninel who have authority in the nommal course of busineas to releass the
Information for which a clalm of confidentiaity has- besn mads to ascertain .
whather such informafion has esver bean ralaased outalda DalmiarChrysier
Corporation, except as to DalmilerChrysler suppliers with the undamhntllng that
such Infornation be kept confidential,

Besed upon uuch Inquiries, to tha beat of my knowledge, information ang baltef
the Information for which DalmlerChrysier Corporation has dalmed comrfidental
treatmont haa never bean relsased or bacoma avallable outaide an'l’u'chryshr

Cnrporaﬂun mptﬂmudlnhmgmphs and

Inﬂmnnmmmmmmmhmﬂﬂmam In
parficular, | make no reprasentations ag to whether this information may become
avallable outside DeimlerChrysier Corporation. because of unauthorized or
Inadvertent disclosure: and

| cartily under penalty of parjury that the foregoing i true and corect.

Executad on this terth day of December, 2003.




