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Vehiclu Compliance & Safety Aﬁm
800 Chryuler Drive

CIMS 482-00-91

Auburn Hills, MI 48326-2757

Re: Mﬂmdwmmnm -0/

Dear Mr. Speth: -

This i8 in response o your letter dated December 10, 2003, in which you request confidential

_ treatment for the materials submitted by DeimlerChrysler Corparation (DC) and enclosed with
your letter. The materials contain information that was provided by DC employees to NHTSA
inveatigators at a December 9, 2003 meeting. You requeat that the materials be granted
confidential treatment “permanently.” .

The meterials for which you request confidential treatment are deacribed in your letter as test
‘results, test protocols, tost analyses, drawings depicting design changes and written
descriptions of these design changes. DC indicates relcase of the information contained in the
submiagion would provide competitors with detailed insights into testing metivods, test
protocols, product evaluation and degign methoda developed et significant cost to DC, Your
mmmmmmmmmmfmmdemmm
suffer substantial competitive harm.

I have decided to grant DC confidential treatment for these iaterials.

The information submitted was requested pursuant to 49 USC § 301686, which suthorizes the
. ageney to conduct investigations and require manufactarers to submit reparts. The '
information presented here, in vy epinion, falls within the scope of a previous NHTSA
information request. Therefore, because the information was not submitted voluntarily, [ have
reviewed your submission uruler the competitive harm standard set forth in National Perks &
Conservation Ass’n v. Morton, 498 F.2d 765 (D.C, Cir. 1974)



Ihﬂadaoidedwmtmﬁdenhdpmumforﬂmmmglmmnmﬁﬂadm
. confidential treatment. The materials at izsne depict DC’s internal product evalimtion
: mﬁhﬁammlmmmmm and evatuation of these design -
. chenges. If made pablicly available, this informetion could cause competitive harm to DC.

As requested; this grant of confidentiel treatment is indefinite, However, it is also subject fo
the various provisions ofPartSIIthatspmfgthemmunderwhichmm
mﬂdmhalmﬁuumtmnmbcd;uhuad. _

Thisgtautofcmﬂdmﬁalummtiswhgwtmmm The information may e
disclosed under 49 CFR § 512.22 based upon newly discovered or changed facts, and you
mmmWﬁwwWﬁdmmmmﬂﬂn
information (49 CFR § 512.10)). If nscessary, wumnhenuuﬁndpﬂmmmamlmufauy
mibrmaﬁmmduﬁ:npmoadm&uﬁhhshadhymunmﬂaﬂm{ﬂ@ﬂ§ 51‘2.220:}
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Otto G. Matheko, I
Staff Attormey




