JAN 14 04

.StcphmJSpeth

Vuhmla Comphmue & Sﬂfw Aﬂ?am

800.Chiryaler Drive
CIMS 482-00-91
Auburn Hills, MI 48326-2757

Re: Confidentiality Detormination/EA03-011

Dear Mr. Speti:

' TEsishmmmynmhmdamdAugunlﬁ 2003, mWhmhwur:quntnonﬁdnnﬂal

treatment for the materials submitted byy DaimlerChyysler Corporation (DC) and enclosed with
your letter, The materials were submitted by DC following & meeting with NHTSA officials
tegarding the- ahow—mptlunadmamr Youmqumﬂntthnmmmls’uegrmtedm.ﬁdmﬂ

_m:ut“pn'mmﬂ}'

. The materigls fo:whchynurequﬁtoonﬁdenualmmmducﬁbedm}uurhuerum
resylts, teet protocols and test analyses.. DC indicatos releass of the information contained it

thuubnumimwnuﬁpmﬁdammpahmwlﬂldnmﬂudmﬂghminwﬂwm;mnﬂmda aaid
strategies developed at significant cost to DC. Your lefter alio indicates that the

‘ mmmmﬁmmdmsmmmmwmﬁﬁ

harm.

_ Ihwdﬂdﬁmmmmmmfmﬁmm
| mmmmhmmdmmquuwdpummtmﬂUSCﬂﬂlﬁﬁ whmhmthomﬂx |

agency o comduct investigations and rwquire menufastumers.to submnit reports. Therefors,
because the information was not sulamitted voluntarily, I have reviewsd your submission
mduﬂwcmnpeﬁﬁwhmnmmm&ﬂhmﬂanmaIPm&ManMHv
Mﬂﬂﬂﬂ, 498 F.2d 765 (D.C. Cir. 1974). .




Ihwedadtbdmmmmuﬂmﬁrﬂmmfumanmnﬂnlmmmmﬂedm
confidential treatment. The materials at issue depict DC’s teat methods, tegt protocols and teat
results. Release of this infonmation would, as your letter suggests, provide DC™s competitors

with substantial imighthﬂo-ﬂﬂ‘uﬁtmm;hﬂﬂnim,mmﬂuﬂmmdmr&ﬂmm '

Httlaurnnatpm This information, if revealed, could cause competitive harm to DC.

Anrequested,thmgrantufmﬁdmnnltmnnmtmmdaﬁmta However, it is-also subject to
the various provisions of Part 512 that specify the citcumstances under which otherwise
confidential information umbudlm

' This gt of confidential treatment is subject to certain conditions. The informetion may be

discleaed under 49 CFR. § 512.22 based upon newly discovered or changed ficts, and you
mnst inform the agency of amy changed circumstences that may affect the protection of the
information {49 CFR § 512.10)). If necessary, you will be notified prior to the release of any
information under the procedures established by.our regulations (49 CFR § 512.22(b).

. Sincerely,

(5]




