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DaimlerChryslar has continued to investigate the secondary hood latch assembly
on 1996-1898 Jeap Grand Cherokas vehicles. In September 2002, a field study
was conductad on 1993-19988 Jeep Grand Chamokee vehicas to evaluata the
function of the hood latch systam. Thig survey was part of our ‘future plans’
discussed In our Initial response to NHTSA inquiry PE02-045, dated July 16,
2002, The survey results were subssquantly raportad In 8 ledter to tha agency
dated Septambar 3, 2003.

A detaliad dimensional Inepaction has bean undarhkan on a sample of the
latches recovered from this survey to determine if there were any dimensional
differences In the subject 1887 model vear latchas varsus other vehilcle model
yaars. DaimierChrysler conducted the enclosed Inspection analyels on 11
latches from the vehicle survey and 1 new latch taken from Mopar Parts stock.
The yallow highlighted data shown in the following Enclosures represent the
latches recovered from vishicles within the subject population (Saptember 1896 -
January 1997).

» Enciogure 1 descrihes dimeneional data obtained by laser-ecanning the
latch assemblles to accuratsly determine the clearances hetween moving
parts of the latch. The clsarance between ths pivet pin, base bracket, and
hook are documentad In this Enclosura, -

« Enclosure 2 describes dimensglional data obtalned by measuring the phvot
pln of the same 12 piecesa that were laser scanned,

« Enclosure 3 describes dimensional data when the same 12 latches wers
disagssembled and re-measurad using precision instruments. Additional
data such as parallelism of the hook and bracket mating surfaces, and pin

hole diameter and slignment were measurad.
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DalmlerChryslers review of this datailed dimensional information has not
identified any dimensional factor with any cof thesa latches which would cause
abnormal latch performance.

DaimlarChrysler doas not bellave that an englnearing change or manufacturing
procass deviation | responsible for tha few raported hood fiy-up conditions on
the subject vehicles. Our analysls Indicatas that these iatches would have aafely
retained the hood If the primary hoad latch waa not engaged. [t continues to be
our belief that the limited number of hood fly-up reports which exist on the 1887
Jeep Grand Cherokee are primarily due to customers who did not properly close
the hood and engage the primary and secondary latches.

DalmlerChryslar will continue o evaluate the performance of the sacondary hood
latch system, and will provide NHTSA with any additional relevant findinga which

may ralate to this Investigation,

Sincarsly,

%- Speth

Director
" Vehicle Compliance and Safety Affalrs

Enclosures




Jesp Grand Cherokes Hood Sacondary Latch PN 65075322A8
Attachment 1
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Jeep Grand Cherokee Hood Secondary Latch P/N 55075322AB
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Cherokes Hood Secondary Latch PIN S5075322AR
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