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Ducembar & 1997

Jackaon, Mizsiasippl

Me; I o v Pord Motor Gom
Case No:
Your Fie 8188

DAL 124496
PT1 Project No: 97-3038

-

nmmlmhm, on Decamber 3 & 4, 1507 io mamine a 1082
Mercury Grand Marquis belonging slong with ewidence by
mm'm"mmm -

dated Aprt 29, 1999; 3 recorded stmement of by Malcolm
mﬂMFm.m-mmmuu-‘mmmmum
Farm. Ymmu‘dﬂﬂtlhﬂthdﬁlﬂﬂﬂﬂlﬂ“ﬂhnﬂaﬂhﬂmﬂylh
firo was of an sleotrical cause, to identily the speciic fallure thet caused the fire.

On Dacarnber 3, 1697 | fraveled 1o the pmoss of I ©, exanine he artifacss tt be
o possesalon bockuied
982 Grand Figure 1).

The frst bag coniained pisces of 2 ewil releys (ves Figures 2 and 3). There was Aoling
remaiable sbout tals metertai as relatos 1o the crigin sad/or oause of the firs. ] : -

- - -’-'r"-.‘- - F
| | |
i
E
-

conductor,
.. The thicd beg cosisined & small privted circut boaml, s comnecior, 1 loose pisce of wire, 2
"tundies” of wire and other maliad delwis sea Figure 7). Thers was nothing remarkable sbout these

! matsrials.
i Thhm.hqnnﬂﬂimwdﬂnhumq Twe of the pieces ware aolld coppisr wirs;
 while the remsinder were stranded wim. The 50l wire was not pad of the yehicls, bt wis most

ER2Z-22% 3708%
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T e
Decwnbe. 1007

" PT1 Project Mumbar 97-3035

Page 2

mmmumm;mm. Thwre waa nothing rermaskabis sbout the condiion
of sty of this wivky].

The ##th bag contalned a lenge DC molor (aee Figues © and 10). This was delermioad fa be the air
pumg molor. Also in the bag were 30me asworiad mechanical compononts, including what
appesrad io be a piaton from the ai compressor. | noled meiiing o the cast slumieam end cap for
the motor. “The meiting waa heaviost at the upper left cormar of the end cap (see Figures 11 through
15). Two wires antersd the end cap on the et side of the cap. | mamined this wiing and found
beaded and malled copper st the ends of thess conduciors (sos Figues 18 through 18). |
mhMMIHMMMhWHIMNMHw
(ses Figum 19

mmmmm-nm Mmmuumm. Thluulm
remarkahis about this wiring.

-WMHMIWMWMN. Thare was nothing

remarkable sbout this connedcior.

m'mﬁunuwﬂﬂmm“mmmmnaﬂm. Thers was
nothing remarksils shout the condiiion of this wirng.

On Decamber travelad to Copart Auto Ssivage nesr 14 Jackaon Alport 1 wamine te
remaing of the Marquis. The vehicie wee heavily cxidized, sad showed evidence of
degradafion due fo wepowwre o ihe sesnis. Desple the vehicie's cument condition, R was

..apparent thel the vehicls had besn nvoived in an mdensive firs loms, with naardy il cormbustihia

matesials in the vehicles having bean consumex] (e Figures 25 through 30). | noted
fronl cas! siumipum whasl had meled during the course of the i (uee Figure 3f). Thare wes a
WMﬂhﬂ!mﬂHiﬂﬂlﬁlMﬂﬂlmhmm :

There was evidence of fire damege throughout the engine compariment (see Figures 33
an. | notsd ovidence of mefling of casl skexinem componenis ot e font of the engine,
mosi sadensive matting cocuring on The lall side of the aigine. | wosnined the remaining
within the angina compariment and found no evidencs of slecirical shart circulting.

HE

A pumpécontrol unit for the axti-lack brakes (AES) was located on top of the let skie frame s,
the Wit front comer of the engine. An wxemineion of this okt found evidence of

dﬂmﬂhhﬂnﬂudﬂmmﬂmhﬂﬂﬂmmm
Figures 38 and 34). , '
mmmmhﬂhdlhhpmnhmuH.im“ﬂhmﬂ
Figurs 40). | noled evidence of some softening or deformation of ihe cast slumisem housing of the
Siamalor. mmmmmuumummnwmm-nﬂ
sy unussal or abnormal conditions. B
I raviewed [ ot on this 1. 1 noled e Inbormaton: e S

ocoumed o approadmalely 1 AM.; the e was decovend by
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O oo e

" PTI Project Numbar 97-3035
Paged
i of the vehicle on fire; attampted 10 cxtinguish the fire but waw Ursuooenslial - ho elso
nated buming b the arce front tire; the car was Wt drive the day bafors the firo and was

parkad In the garage al sppradmately 1:3C P.M.; other than mutine masintendancs, the only other
repair was thw roplacement of sn sk conchioning compressar; e car wa3 purchesed &9 &
WMMWMnIihmuﬂ.ﬂmmlm-
Wmmmmmuﬂumumm

Amdmmmmummﬂmmmm
mgarding I ritial cbesrvations of the vehicle immedistely afies discovaring the
fim. The cnly new information provided by thess sielemenis was sa indicelion of some Iignition
—mmmmmmumm—r&mm in 1004

AWﬂhmmm Masoner provided o new information.  This
stulsiment reconfinmed the observetiona of of seeing the fire inlimlly = the ama
. of the-left front tire of the vehicls.

of
iha
of

The stsements o NN siace e origin of e fire at the laft front
angind compartment, near the lefl frost tire. mtmﬂnmm
" pumyp wane both located n this goneral ema of the velticls. The Nm damega o
componanis was consizisnt with & fire criginaling meer the front of the left frant tee and
outwenrd from that locslisn. | noted that thers wad svidencs of slachiical short cirmilting
sssocisted with the sir suspension compretsr molor vl solenold. The wehiclas
loosiad sl the righi front comar of the engine comparbrwel The faal that thers wes shod
on wires by the air suspernsion compressor indicates thal the fire was on the el aide of the
and had progressad to the right side. Had tha i origimted on the fght side of the
oompatmeant, the M would hive altecked the baltery prior %o the s resching the sir suspansion
comgressr. This would have ceused an intomuplion in the slectie powwr 0 ihe oir suspension
compressor. The shorl circulting by the wir suspession compriiecy i Clear' evidence thet the M wis
It ihis area of the vehicle pricr to progressing to the location of the baltery.

i

i

Tha firs wan dscovarsd e the vehicie had beea parked for simost 12 hours.  Wih this Ume fame
2 machanicsl maiimntion within tha sngine coamparmest oan bs sliminaied as the cases of Te -
Am. The only viable ignition sources consistent with this Bmae rame e A slectical malfunclion or
-8 fire omumad by & human act. No gvidence hes besn prassnted to me 1o indicate that this S» was
other than sccidental, nor that any human eci, accidernial or delbersis, may have baen ie cause
of the fire. mnmm“ﬂmmummmmu
mmhmm .

mmm.,mmhmmmm“ﬂmm
snging compartmant, st tha left frond comer of the wehicle. An examination of wiring and electriont
oorponints fom this area of the ‘vehicle found svidenca of slscirical short circuliing on wives
swociated with he sir suspension compressor mator and Ns ssaocisied solmold, A review of
slecirical achemalic ciagrams for this vehicle delammined that e b & conabiedly “Twol" faed o the
comprossy motor solenokl. Based uport these facts. & b my opinion that the shot ciculting noted
#t tha sir mmpermion comprozsor moler and salencld npresedl the most probable caves of

An ecamizalon of en oempier vehicle mvesied that e air supension cormprsar mokor
‘loosted ot the ek Fonl comer of the angina comperiment, bolow The
windshield washer fluld reservolr. A plaslic cover was foumd benasih: the

mmwmmmm Given e location of The air suspension comarmesor motor, it




!
|

PT] Project Numbar §7-2038

Fagm 4

. |a wall protectad from casust contact which might occur ciwing nornal maintenence ectivities within
tha angine compariment. The locaticn of this unikt actusiy mquins = significsd amount of
deilbarala action to uncxwer and gain access 10 tits motor. Tharsfors, there s no reason 1o balleve
hat the sir suspension compressor mokyr and aagocistad wiring would beve Besn damaged, alther
celBersisly or inadvertantly, during The courss of sormal maintenance aclivitles withis the engise -
comparement. Accordingly, I i my further oplaion fhet the most probeble cause of the shorl
droufling which caused this firs wes damags io the wiring's inulation that occurmd during the

|
:

. Baned upoh Ty examination of 4 1962 Geand Marquis’ belong _
--—and. 8- review- of  ofher. pertinant Information,- [-kave-reached the-following conchusions ngerding a
hhllﬁidlnmudmmmillt - -

E
|

ey

+ The fire originaled at the loft tont comer of the angine campactment. ﬂ;mulh
© amsa of orign wax af or nedr e Sir EEpensiong COmPreasnr Mmoot '

» Tha frs was sccidental.

+The e was cacesd by electiosl short ciruifing of wirss sxsocleled wilh the air .

- The short clrouling wad the resull of damage 1 the wiing's inswlslion. This
daenage vcouved during the adginel manufachuring of the vaikicla, | .

%

. Ll iy

® .—I.._—J—-—r.—".-'l-'.-‘,-'l-"-'lm.-'l.
.- ] ] . ._-
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FTl Projact Number 67-3035
Page b
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Yiew of first bag of evidence

ERB2-029 aTesg
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Page B

Floure 4
Contents of second bag of evidence
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FT! Project Number 87-3025
Page 7

S

fohoul L

e

Lan aDBLB Tl

Flgure §

Closs-up view of wire showing avidence of shart encuiling

EAB2-22% 37Tie1
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FT1 Project Number 97-3035
Page §

ElQura 7
ontents of thind bag of avidence

° et
)

Figura 8
Contents of fourth bag of evidence
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Fage 1%

Laft rear cornar of compressor maotor
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Page 11

- T —— - — 1 = == = R - - -- aa o=

Flgure 13
Rear view (and cap) of compressar motor

Right rear comér o cormnpressar motor

EAR2-g28 IT1DS
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PTI Project Number 97-3036
i*age 12

Flagre 15
. Right siie of compressor mator

. Flgure 18
View of wirss stiached io compressar motor

ERRZ-22% 37138
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ra LUmber B7-3038

Page 13

Egure 17
Closa-1yp view of wiras showing avidance of shor clreuiting

L2

Claze-up view of wiras showing evidence of shot crcuiting

ER02-22% 37187
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Coments of alxth bag of avidence

ERd2-03% 37100
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View of cantents of sighth bag of evkience
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- Uecember 8, 1887

umbar 87-3035

Page 1

View of cortents of elghth bag of avidenes

View of matariale fourd at bottomn of beg of svidance

ERE2-223 37119
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Froni view of vahicio
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Lot slde of vahicle

- e LT N -
e P~ Y S o i S
W R AE vesoc LT

Rear view of vehicke
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Fage 20

View of sght front wheel

EAGZ-029 27114
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View of right side of angine compariment
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View of jaft side of angine compartment
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View of ABS pump eft side)
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View of alternator
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data: 04716793 page: 1

STATE FARM MOUTUAL ACTOMOBILE INSURANCE COMPANY match: ¥o
AUTOMOBILE CLATITM REFPORT

clm Iap: RPOWE
clm rap:

CAT No. Eype of f£il.
' OTHER

reporting agent:
manager code;

coda: 24-131% phona no: (601) 432-=7131
ant of record code: 1315

laatin of mcldart/ices  STOP SIGN AT 45 BYPASS
afty MERIDIAN it MB3 zip/pomtai

Imured wenlcls year ke ot Eody atyle

QL 92 MERCURY GR MARQUTS ADR

wehicla identif{ogti ticersn rumber priar casags
,.mmn“ : HO
iz thix waiole Irvelved? )

. arivar: ama N parkadscoupied nrmil& — unknoun ___

princiml Jeagpe:  FRONT, LIGHTS,EIC 1 vobicin drivesblar YES
drlve-Tn-sarvica? ' 11 yas, affiem
wvah tocatiom

veltlcly ynir EAka modal . by style - Licerma rumbar
Q2 UNENOWH .
¥

oHEr namy el acicirge

atr -1 mlcs

) stsoegy zio/eontal

phone: b work -t
driver licums i esn ar tin

driver: [T 4 prkad/oceupiad __ - purksdfuocoupied | unkrown

princlpal dewiges . Iz wahiaie drivealisr
drive={n-amvicat - 1f e, drive-in oMo

Ushisla togatioon
nans of Inersnaw cospany pal ley musber
[ clty stiptay iprpontal

2825 NN
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' date: O0&4/716/97 oo | page: 2
ATTTO . .
T
L _

INSURED STOPPED AT STOP SIGN BEHIND A BIG TRUCK, EE STARTED OFF, AND SHE DID
TO0. HE PUT ON BRAKES AND SHE BIMPED HIM. HE DED NOT EVEN ACENOWLEDGE IT AND

DROVE ON OFF. DRMAGE TO FRONT OF CAR.

wpund Llmies slgmin giyen: waii vahd ) hendifghts oz wehi wehd i
rosd condl tioar ' : erwifie conkrale? types

pailon raport mde? NO ) polles depr. uharw raparted: . - .
Fepmre no,: oL dats reported: “tima raportsd: ]
acens Ipweaelgat fon? wha recaived citations  irmursd clalmwt i
typa af citatfan:
caty thaft reporimd T r.ul.in . recoversdt bt i
uhers recovered sha Feovarad: |

ruarding officaminber  WERIDIAN f 22-027 wef Location/mater MERTDIAN / 22-027 !

ravieu campl e ¥YES - ety cloemt Ml ﬂﬂ-"l-l ™ wgent 04/16/93

reviey acchylty tog NG date reapansd O4718/93 I
— T T _IEE_ miqtwin fity _ NO___ :m..__nz..;;_m___

21 i

other uppl Tesisle ra. m .

Incividusl € SRR Iob fwnccion AgERT ' © rygion NM-34. affice
sathrity dete/tien S47F14/03 D2:-%1 PN )
satry date/tiee O4/T4/9d 32131 PH antarad by
BREMARES
- mtIHﬂIJRZED ERDHHGEETEHIDHEH‘ELTRKEM
infivical C cane job funccfon  AGENT ragion WiB-%0. o ticu
sctlvity dacarrima  B47T6/9S 0031 P

antry date/eimm DiJI89T R2:11 MM wncered by
SUPFORTING DOCUMENTS : o
a2 SUPPORTING DOCUMENTS BEING SENT

individeml R Mk Job function BADLEE reglon HID-8Q. ficm HERIDLAM
sctivity dece/timm CA716/T8 0112 M
antry datastime 00F14/9T  BE:12 MM ntvnd By A MAE
ASSTGNMENT
o RENER
o il

ERE2-B2% 3T121
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o date: D4/16/93 page: 5
ATTO

=L = o7 0
\ats eina) Srwolvadt "Comraget request! frow [C on J3/06/14 by IPOUG

[ ]+

- wgmnk conft corwge fmeolved

COVERAGES /LIMITS R ;
_ " '8-5000 ' :
- §-5000 - - ;
N KRR TR Er s s e LA TR R R R R PR R TR L S e b Al b b et b L L LS L L e L e R DL L

divisfon mmber

viicis 52 MERCURY ﬁiii 4DR
ey § 1
cvragy in force
A 28/80/28.C 5,000,0100.6250 H Rl U} 10/20/5.5
Basa pal oy

el -
1315=-45 Q 038

addicionsl coversga informatian

LT anhalder ’ i
BANEK OF MISSISSIPFI FO DRAWER 783

TUPELG MS 333020739
claim kfstory

uxcapt fone and ervlorsemmnes ]
Eh ik adadhwdddhkAdddpddddt §, T, & Z COVERAGES Wiwiddkhdkdirdkadduhddrkiihid;

Ll Bl Bt ]

D IS $100 DED COMP; R1 IS -$16 PER DAY - $400 MAXIMUM; U IS5 U-BL; T IS g-pD; U
INCLUDES UNDERINSURED MOTORIST COVERAGE; S069FF AMERDMENT OF CANCELLATION
CONDITION; 6271W AMENDMENT OF PHYSICAL DAMAGE COVERAGES; 6G082E AMENDATORY
ENDORSEMENT: CHANGES—-DEFINED WORDS; INSURED/S DUTIES; COVERAGES;MULTICAR
DISCOUNT, OTHER POLICIES EXIST; CLASS CODE=1DI01; FOLICY INCEFTION DATE -

arz092d:

ERaz-A29 TR
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J. & R. PAINT & BODY SHOP, INC.

TIEE - i STREET 1+ PHOWE 4034251

MERIDIAN, MISHESMY 17301

ESTIMATE

Labor Bo 0. 2200 SHPTo
. Purts 4 Tea % X225
This is on estimata anly, dust wet . : ,
® ve 7wy Il TEPL



A &ZMM___N Mn-

Mw v (oD, Senet s '
Al (F T T R el S

. -ESTIMATE for REPAIRS

Eﬂdp _H;nﬂuh F
Custom Puint, Frams and Body, Inc.
1210 Hwy. 20 Bypasy
482-2804 W21934
FAX 4837750
Meridlan, ARasissippl 39301

Ill'lull'l B dEraiR COATH

Brim Mw hanmraun ¢ Gy

APR 211593

Siyly Na

v A
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Bl Tax |
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FAX COVER SHEET

I"-. 5
:

YOUR FILE NUMBER:
TELEPHONE NUMBER:

m_m' (Eg'ﬂf‘?— ij//

P 0. BOX 38132
HERIDIAH NE 39303-381l0

ToLT mrmn!hw gt ;? 1-800-244-0984 ¢

. ' : (601)-693-2788 o _ RS

NE ARE TRANSHITTING pm.:mmmsam; /61'37

e e o7 /P00
mf —

CONFIDENTIALITY HOTICE

THIS FACSIMILE TRANSMISSION [!HDNR THE DOCUMENTS ACCONPANYING
IT)} MAY CONTAIN CONFIDENTIAL INFORMATION BELONGING TO THE SENDER
CH 15 PROTECTED BY STATE FARM INSURANCE COMPANIES. THE
INFORMATION IS INTENDED CNLY FOR THE USE OF THE INDIVIDUAL RECIPIENT, YOU
ARE HEREBRY HOTIFIED THAT ANY DISCLOSURE, COPYING, DISTRIBUTTION
o7 THE TAKING QF ANY ACTTION IN RELTANCE OH-THE CONTENTS OF TMIS
INFORMATION IS STRICTLY PROMIBITED. IF YOU HAVE RECEIVED THIS TRARGMISSION
IN ERROR, FLEASE INNEDIATELY NOTIFY US BY TALEPNCHI TO ARRANGE FOR RETURY
OF THE DOCUMENTS.
liili*iitittiiiiii!i!iiiltiiiiiiiii*ii*iitiiiiiitiitiii'l*it*ii!ii!ii*tii*i*iitii

IFMWMMMMEME, FLEASE CALL THE SENDER
Qr THIS H!SEME AT THE TELEPHONE NUMBER INCICATED ABOVE.
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=) State Farin Sells Life Insur\ IrECe.
%‘]{3 . % 21 1993

S0ZA0GCCDAR LOSS REGISTER ENTRIES AGT: 1315
REVIEN/REVISE/DELETE THE FOLLOWING LOSS REGTSTER ENTRY:

LINE: 1 (17AUTO, 2;FIRE, 3:LIFE, 4:HEALTH)
TvuReD s wave:
rorxcr vo: [N
POLICY DESC: 92 MERCURY GR MARQU
DATE OF LOSS: 04714793  INITIALS: CHS
Ccov INVOLV/CADSE: G250,Ri

2255, . .o
CLAIH REF! . 1-693=-2788

' ! MERTIDIAW
REPORTED TO CLAIM OFF: 04/16/1993 @ 02:27 FM
DELETE? M

FRESS ACCEPT TO CONTINUE

& potnl  Uploeli wodow o ot

EANZ-A2% 37127
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IN THE UNITED STATES DISTRICT COURT
SOUTHERN DISTRICT OF MISSISSIPPI

PLAINTIFRS
V5. S CAUSE NO. 251-97-360CIV

FORD MOTOR COMPANY DEFENDANTS

-

AMENDED COMPLAINT
COMES NOW the Plaintif, _ by and through the undersigned Counel
and pursitant to FRCP 24 and files this Amended Camplaint agrinst Ford Motor Comipany, and
in support thereof would show unto the Court the followiag:
. PARTIES
1.
PlainiZE R s < it resident citizen of Meridian, Lauderdale Counsy,
Mississippi.,
2.
Defendant, Ford Motor Company (“Ford™), is a corporation organized and existing under
the laws of the State of Delaware doing busmess in the State of Missisgippl and may be served
 with process by serving its attorney in this activn Gregory K. Davis, Davig, Goss & Williamsg at

188 East Capito] Strest Suite 295, Jackson, Mississippi 39201 pursuant to FRCP 5(b).

ERIZ-22T 37128




FACTS
3

LN

Ford, desipned, manufactared, assembied and distributed the 1992 Mercury Grand
Marquis, VIN EMECM‘?SWGN-lhﬁchis the subject vehicle described in this
Complaint. '

) 4. |

On i.ufun.:l:mti-m:-l and belief, Ford designed, manufacrared, assembled and distributed the
diternator, the leveiling pump and all reiated component parts on the angine of the subjact
vehicle.

5,

tn 1992, I urbased the sbove described vehicle for theis persanal use.
Plaintis, s te widow QY #ad wes bis wif at all tines relevant to this
Complaint.

&,

At spproximately 1:30 p.m. on December 3, 1995, NG o=xc-1 the subject
vehicls for the evening in the carpart st bis residance locased {J N Coitiusvitte,
Mississippi. At approximately 2:30 am. on December 6, 1956 NN :cx 2 fying
or burning sound coming from the carport, After waking her hushand, b oserved a

ol axcapred 10 extinguish the fire by pouring water onto the hood and left frost tire of
the vehicle without succegs. The fire spread from the engine compartment of the subjact vehicie

- mﬁe-ﬁdmuemh;mwdmmﬂ-smﬂmmﬂpmpmy.

7.

ER@2-32% 371aR



At all times prior to December 6, 1995, the P perated and mainteined the subject

vehicle in a reagsonably foresseabie manner mnd their actions in a0 way contributed to the fire.
-

'Ifhen:ana:uf;heﬁrcwasadefnnﬁw alternator andfor levelling purnp and related
components marufactured by Ford.,

9,

Ford knew, or shouid have known in light of reasonabiy availabie knowledge, ar i the
exereise of reasonable care, that the altemator and/or levelling pumnp instzlled on the subject
vehiicle were defective and dangerously desigued and croared an unressonably dangerous
condition.

10.

Ford knew, or shouid have kown in light of reasonably availabie knowledge, ar in the
excrcise of reasonakble care, about the dangerous condition of the vehicle resulting from the
defective alternator and/or [wei].inz[;lmpthﬂcam:dﬂm fire, and knew, or should have known,
that thef I #=re 1naware of the dangerous condition caused by the defictive alternator
and/or defective levelling pump and coraponent parts. Despite its knowledge of the |
urreasgnably dangerous condition caused by the defective altemaror/levelling purnp apd

unmpon:ﬂpnm,Furdﬂﬂedmmﬁdem-ﬁthanywmﬁgsmgndhgthudmgm

 coudition of the alterator and/or levelling pump and component parts.

11.

* As g direct and proximate regult of the failure of the defective and dengerous alternator

" andfor levelling pump and related companents, and the resulting fire, thi N stained
~ extenzjve Joss and damage to their residence, its contents and three (3) automobiles. As follows:
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1 Gross Dwelling Loss - §161,791.62

2) (Gross Contents Losy - $53,690.27

3) 1992 Mercury Grand Marquis - $ 12,159.00

4) 1986 Toyota Cresida - $5,475.00

$) 1987 Buick LeSabre - $4,725,00

6)  Gross Resultant Loss - §6,740.00

Total of SII:Hial Damages: | 52&4..58]'..89.I

In addition to the foregoing, PlainGff sustained geneval damages ingluding inconvenience.
interniption of her life activities and loss of numerous other items of personal meaning that
canfiot be replaced.

. COUNT1
_ STRICT LIABILITY
12
Plaintiff hereby adopis and realleges Paragraphs 1-&2 as set forth herein.
13,

The above described motor vehicle, spem'ﬁmuy.u:mm and/or leveiling purnp and
related cormponents, wers defective and dangerowsly designed by Ford and created an
unreasonably dangerous condition which was the &imctmdpmxhnm.muse of the subject fire,

14,

. Ford failed to wmtheﬂﬂlnwsufﬂ::dugmﬁmndiﬂuunfthuhmamrmﬂur

 leveiling pump and related components on. the subject vehicle before placing seid vehicle in the

stream of commercs.
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. COUNT I

BREACH OF IMPLIED WARRANTY OF MERCHANTABILITY

15,
Plaintiff hereby adopts and realleges Paragraphs |16 as set forth herein.
" 16.
Ford im;l_liedly‘wa;m:ipd that the subjest vehicle was for for the ordinary puposes for

-
.

which such vehicles arc used.

17.
The sahject vehicle was nat fit for ordinary parpases, in that the altemnator and/or
levelling pump and releted components were defective s evidenced by the fact that the defective

parts caused a fire after the vehicle hed been parkad furappmx.imatelythir&n{llj hours on the
. | day of the fire. |

Ford's breach of implied warranties of merchantability was o direct and proximate result

of the subject fire and resuiting damages.

COUNT IIL
NEGLIGENCE

9.
Plaintiff hereby adopts and realleges Paragraphs [-20 as st forth herein,
- 20,
Furdisliabletu!iﬂPlﬂnﬂﬂmiﬁnauﬂufumorﬁnuufﬁ:fuﬂuﬁﬁngmgﬁn:muts:
()  Negligent design and susembly of the subject vehicle; specificaily, the aiternator

and/ar levelling pump and relared cormponents;

@
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. | (b) Neglient failuze o wwarn the Billows of the dangerous condition of the subject

vehicle; specifically, the altermator apdfor levelling pump and relared components;

{c)  Nagligent failure to inspect the subject vehicle before plaring it in the stream of
commerce.

21,

Aa a direct and proximate result of one u-rm.mu of the afnresaid negligent acts and
umwmuns, the Plain.tiﬂm;inin:d the du.muse.s sm.furdl ahove: "

WHEREFORE PREMISES CONSIDERED the Plaintiﬂ'_ prays fora
fudgment against the Defendant, Fnrdth:rCnmpnny for compenyatory damages in th: amount
nfSJM.‘SELBﬁ. plus pte-gudgomem imterest, rexsonable aftorney s fees, all costs af this action

and for such cther and further refief as the Cowrt finds fust and proper.

Respectfully Submitted,

ATTORNEY FOR PLAINTIFF MARGIE BILLOW

‘KEVIN LEWI3, E3Q.
DIAZ, LEWIS & GIDDENS, PLLC
125 8. Congress Strest, Suite 1218
Pozt Office Drawer 24268
Jackson, Mississippi 39225-2403
" (601)969-1111 '
{601} 353-0458
Staiz Bar Number 1236




IN THE CIRCUIT COURT OF TIIE FIRST FUDICIAL DISTRICT
OF HINDS COUNTY, MISSISSIPPI

COMES NOW, te. Praicsrs S . - ;. -
& Casualty Company and State Farm Mal Automobile Insurance Company and bereby file
their Complaint againat Fort Mator Company, and in support theveaf would show unto the Coure
the following:

PARTIES
L

P < 1t colectively refecred
w on s sce st vesdee cisoens of Colinavill, Lanientale Couny, Misskséopi.

Plaintiff, State Farm Fire & Camalty Company ("3t Farm Firc"), is a corpovation
organized snd exieting under tia Tasws of the United Stutss of America and i qualified to do
business in the State of Mississippl: Pleintiff, Stae Farm Mumsl Automobile Insurance
Company ("State Farm Auto®), is 2 corparation arganized and existing uner the lawg of the
United States of Awarica and is qualified to do business in the Saite of Mississippi.
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2.

Defzndant, Ford Motor Company ("Ford™), i8 2 corporation arganized and existing urder
the laws of the State of Delzware doing business in the State of Mississippt and roay be served
wiihprucl:nhym'msiﬁfﬂm:p;ﬁmrmhenfpminmsumufuiuinippi.
CT Corporaticn Systems. 118 North Congress Street, Ja;:ksun_ Misslszippd 39201,

FACTS '
3.

Food designed, mamifactired, assembled and distributed the 1992 Mercury Geand
Marquis, VIN ZMECMISWaNMJJIvhich is the mbject vehicle described in this
Complaint |

4.

On information and beficef, Ford designed, manufactred, assembled and distriinied the
alttrmator, the Ievelling pump aod all related companent parts op the cagine of the subject
vehicle,

'S,

In 1992, tDerchased the ahove described vehicle for their pecsoval uae.
Attarhed hereto and incorporated herein by reference as Exhibit "A" is & copy of the Certificats
uledawhichmﬂn:_ﬂuuwmruiﬂtmhjﬂﬂhiﬂle.

. - 6. ) ) .. '

At agproximarely 1:30 p.cu, on Decerbec 3, 190 SR, -1 thv: subject
vehicle for the evening in the carport af his residence iocated (N Collinsville,
Missistippi. Ad approximately I:30 anmﬁ. lQQ&_;-.a:da

Erying ar tuirning sound coming from the carpoet.  After awaiening ber busband, u:-
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observed a fire buming eround the lsft front tire and under the sngina compartient of the
subject vehicle. The-nm.pnaitnuﬁnguiﬂhd:ﬁmh‘;pmuingmnﬂmrhnhmd
amy] Ieft fromt tire of the wehicle without sicrsgr, The fime spread frwn the angine compartment
oftmmummxmmm:-mﬁgmmummmm-mam
perzonal property. .

At a8l tiznes peior to Deceraber 6, 1994, (I opeceted and mainesined the subject
vehicle in a reasonahly fareserahle mamner and their actiont i 10 way coatributed to the fire.
3

The ciuse of (ke floe wax a defective alternator andi/or levelling pump and velaced
componens marafactured by Foal.

9.

Ford kowew, or shauld have known in Hgte of reasonably available knowledge, or in the
excrcise of reasonable care, that the elecrnatar aodfor levelling pump installed on the subject
vdﬁ:hwmd:fmﬁmnddmymulydmignﬂudcm@dmumﬂydnm
condition,

10, ]

Fard knew, oc shoukl have known in light of reasanabéy availasie knowledge, ot in the
exacciss of reasonable care, about the dangarous condition of the vehlcle resulting from the
dMuﬂmeMummMnﬁﬁmﬁ.mm,wmu
bave koown, that thef I wece woewar of the dangerous condition caused by the defective
alternator and/or defisctive levelling pump ad componers parts. Deapite it knowledge of the
wmnmmmﬁmmwummmMummm

mmmm,memmmm-immwm@mﬂu
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w:qldidmnfﬁmalmrmﬂmlwd&gpmnpmdmpm.
1.

Atﬂutimeufthuﬂnhus.&umFmthﬂiwmdwth-lhumwmr’:
poficy of inmrance, No. 24-95-3146-2 and Stats Farm Auto had issuad an automobile inmance
poilcy, No. 2194-745-A20-24.

I1.

An 1 direct and proximate result of the failure of the defective and dangerous aliernanr
and/oe Ievelling pump and related composenty, md the resuiting e, the Jsinca
extemive loss aod deamage 10 theic residenca end the issured auomobils. St Farm Fire, in
accordance with the berms amd provisions of the bomeawncr’s policy of ipsurance, paid the

-ﬂmmuisumuﬂldﬂ,m.ﬂﬂfurdumngﬁmimdb:-oduhrddm. Stata
Farm Auto, alzo peid thi e totsi sum of $12,159.00, less a deductible of $100.00, for
dmgumminuihyme—mmeirnmmhih.

| 13.
m:mﬂmm.SMFﬁmummmmﬂm-
tuhmdildﬂ.&ﬂ.ﬂ:ﬂ&nmehMMmﬁ:ﬁuufﬂ-h
the cxtznt of $12,159.00.

COUNT 1

Ed.

Wmmmmmﬁbﬂunmm.
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15.

The abave described mator vehicle, spacifically, the alternaior and for leveliing purp and
Mmm.mmmﬁuﬂmbhwwmﬂmﬂ
uareasonably dangerous conditlon wiich way the direct and proximae cause of the subject fire.

| 16. |
meﬂdmm_fﬂwmuuuﬁﬁmqfhﬂmmrm
levatling pump and relatad components oq the mibject vehicle before placing said vehicle in the
siream of commerce.

COUNT I
HREACH OF IMILIED WARRANTY OF MERCHANTABILITY

17.
Plaimiffs hereby adopt and realicge paragraphs 1-16 as set focth berein
14,
mewmmum}g:umhmmm&mmmmmw
which such vehiclas are used,
19.'
Thnml:jmt';'ehi:ltmmtﬁtfmunﬁmmrpum. in tiat the aMeroator and/or
 Jovelling pump and related companents were defective as evidenced by the fact thar the defactive
par cansed a fire aftar the vehicls had besn parked for spproximarely thivteen hours on the day
of the fire.
0.
Fm'smmmmmurmmmqm;mmmm

of the mbject fire and repniting dymages,

EREZ-025 AT14R




COUNT I
NEGLIGENCE

at.
Plaintiffs hareby adopt and reailege parsgraphs 1-20 as aet forth hesein.
2. ;
Ford is liable to the Plainriffs arising out of aoe or more of the following oegligenr arts:
()  Negligent design and assembly of the subject vehicle: specificaily, d
albernator and/or levelling pump and relaned companenty;
()  Negtigent faihure to warn thJINOE the dangecous condition of the
subject vehicle; specifically, the altermator and/or leveiling pump and related somponents;

) 4

()  Negligent fiikare to inspact the sulsject vahicle befors placing it in the
streamy of coaynence.
2.

Az a direct and proximate result of one or more of the aforosaid oegligers acts and
omissions, the Plamsiffs sussained the damages a5 set forth above,

WHEREFORE, PREMISES coNSIDERED the Paiciets, |G
I sustz o Fire & Camusity Company e State Famu Mumal Antomobile Insarance
Company, pray for 2 judgment agains: the Defepdam, Fard Mator Company, as fllows:

1 SmFmEm&&mﬂwcmmfwa;ﬂamlmﬂnmmuf
$140,803.00 pius pre-judgmer inkerest and reasomible smmey's foes.

1. Staw: Farm Mumal Axtiwnobib. Insaience Company prays for a idyment in the
amount of §12,059.00 phae pro-jdgment intcrest and reasonable attorncy’s fezs.

ERe2-02% 37141




3. [ peay for 4 judgenant in the amous:
of $100.00 plus pre-judgment meevest and ceasonnble attoeney®s fees.

4, The Phintiffs pray that all costs of this action be assessed 0 the Defendant, The

Plaintiffs pray far such oter and further relief ag the Court finds just st proper.
Respectfufly submitted,

PA

REEVE G. JACOBUS, JR., MSHF 2985

Their AOIMeys
WILLIFORD, McALLISTER & JACOBUS
537 Trustmark Buikding :
248 East Capitol Strest
Jackson, Mimissippi 39201
(601 3524331
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MultlPage™ " Richard W. Kovarsky, P.E.

Ford Mntor Company . N .. Thursday, June 25, 1998

. 1
IN THE UNITED STATES DISTRICT COURT
POR THE SOUTHERN DISTRICT OF MISEIESIPPI

JACESON DIVISION

Civil Action No,
3:597¢vILORS

- Plaintifis,

Yo

FORD MOTOR COMFANY,

— v o o mr s SR wEE el EEF NS NN BN WP TEE Y= e e e

The Deposltlon of RICEARD W. EOVARSKEY, P.E.,
an Expert Witness harein, takan pursuant to Notice of
Taking Depoaiticon bafors Sbharl L. Blytha, CSR-3910,
Bagistered Professicnal Raportar and Notary Puhlic
within and for tha County of Wayna, Stats of Michigan,
at 24526 Hichigan Avenus, Pearborn, Hichigan, on
Thursday, Jups 25, 1998, commencing at about 12:25 p.m.

APPEARANCES :

GREGORY K. DAVIS, ESQ.

Davis, Goss & Willlianx

188 East Capitol Strest, Sulte 935 ]
Jackgon, Misglucippd 39201

For Ford Motor Company.
KEVIN LEWIS, RSQ. .
Diaz, Lawi= & -Giddans, PLIL
Post 0ffica Drawer 24268
" Jagkaon, Mismissipp{ 39225-2468
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