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‘ YON THE ROTRENY WLATAICE of KESOTOSLPYE 1 I 5- icposition is taken
! TR, S 2 pursaant ta natice in accordance with the
i _ 3 Federal Rules of Civill Procedurs for al]
L]
, . S 4 purpoacs allowable,
E Uinifhy YL LTI B, J:FeAOIRD !
b TOFD HNERT CEREANT EFEEDANT :
it trenenareaenaan 3 called a8 2 witnese, having firet besn duly swarn,
1 m.._ 9 vras examined end testified a2 follows, to-wit:
llllllllllllllllllllll L] lu mm‘“mm’m:
: i
1 e et 12 A _
14 Fanhuvm, bl an Joss L 10H, ot B0 a.o 13
i3 AApCaRMECing che RlaineiZéns 14
u ﬂ:m's‘:&m.m 15
- S s macgte ntliow 1§ Farm Fire and Camalty Compeny, and State Farm
" P —— 17 Muntusl Awiomobils Insuranee Compery againg Ford
" T e i Tats, Tums 12 Motr Comprany. T ke it you bave given
o e TR cata Pt m mw
n FepCessaring cow DAresantt 20 A Yeu sir, [have.
- el e+ Py 21 Q If st mny time you doa't underetand me or
- o -+l 2> we arc not spoaking the axme terms, plesse stop me
fas meosceet by pesmise warmoraian, e 23 and ask e to repeat or repliriso the quadtion.
" sl o P 24 Olomy?
23 A Sum,
. Pags 2 Puge 4
i TABLE QF CONTENTS L Q Whais
2 PAGH 2 A My office i
3 Style md AppeaERCLni s ] 3 Ridgeland Missizssippi.
4 Tabk of ComRmis. ..c.u.cciniminmn 2 4  Q Thetinacopy of 2 vita that T was
5 Stipulation 3 3 provided In thet your correat wits?
¢ Testimomy of Jempes Vickers 5 A I'm sure it's fanly accorate. It might
7 Examineticn by Mr. Davig..._........ 3 7 1ot bave covercd the Lest achool and the lastcourt
g Exhibit 1_.__. 4 2 appearance. [ think that is fairly cormect with
9 Exhibit2 4 i g  the caception of the last conTt sppearance and a
10 Exhibit 3 12 10 achool I serded in May of this year.
11 Exhibit 4 12 1 ), What school was that?
12 Exhibit § 13 12~ A Thetwagthe
13 Exhibit & ' 48 12 gEmnay.
14 Deposition Concluded.. . rm—e - 52 14 . Where waa thet held?
17 Certificaie of Deponet......one-veeee: 33 15 A Portand, Oregon.
16 Court Reporters Cortificaie ... 54 15 MR, DAVES: 't going to attach e
17 17 Exhibit ] the potice of deposition, and
18 18 Eadi:itiﬂnvimha-u
9 19 just mferred 10,
20 M (SAD WAS MARXPD EXHIRITS | & 2)
2 2 q (By M Davis) [ #het did you
v} 2z  bring with you to the depnsition todey?
x| k| A My flcs that T have accurmmdasied over the
24 24 lsat yewr or year and 2 half congisting of 2 repost
28 25 of the referenced I0ex, reports from other
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Ppge 5 ' Page 7
I  comenltanty imvodved in g case, and what I call a I A Dut these are not a part of mine. When 1
.- 2 veult fik. 2 aay thess, tho ooos that wo've ot Lisicd =
- 3 @ A what file? 3 3/20/97, [ don't have them included tn sy report,
’ 4 A Vaukt, 4 and I helievwe they ane poing to be for Cwens.
5 . When you say vunlt file, what does that 5 youl have falen them or would
§ mean? § hawe taken them'?
7 A B congimts of the rough notes and the 7 A. I don't remeenbear,
8 initial ingtructions, i ). Do you heve the nagatives tn those
9  Q Would those b the initial instractions 5 photographs? .
1t from the perscn who hired you? o A I'D look io ace if 1 cam Find then, A
u A Yea, it should have that, 11 fant rovmyw of the negatives that [ have, I thinic [
12 Q. May I sec your vault fle? 12 have four frames that will cover these 20 ar somoe
13 I " d Likx: 13 15 to 16 of tham. Most of what we have here ars
7 delre from thin fike a statement from 14 the snme iom and they are trying o get the coba
15 I A you know, that Tepart in 13 cormect t the processing plent. So I think | e
15 quhject & a motion 0 compel at thia 16 what you've asked, yes.
17 point. And if the judge gramts your 17 MR DAVE: We would sk that a set
18 motion, 1 will produce that, bat at fhis 13 of privty be mwde frmn. this,
1% patut I'm not going to produce that, 1 I ¢ o wani princ
20 MR DAVIE: A onapage docurmest? a0 mede of theas four photographs]
2 Coc-page document. A A, I think youo could look through this aod
-] ME. DAVIS: All right . 21 get you a print, becmse they am of the smemc
Pl Q. (By Mr. Davia) I o zoinx 3 i i i coloration.
M throwgh wint you refer to a5 2 vauit file, [ notice 24 Pxck gut what you
2y thet you hewe scme photographa. It appears © be 24 want. We will make 2 calor photocopy.
. . , _ Tage 6 Page §
1 22 pholegraphe, and the phologrepis have & dae 1 . Let o mabe eons [ anderstnd.
2 merked on tham that sppears to be March 20, 1997, | 2 N = o phoeographs of the
3 Ia thet comrect? 3 plrysical ovidence #hat you have at your
4 A Idoubt if all of them will have that 4 office?
4 deizomnthem. What thoe ia, ] bave them lisied in L thﬂ.m.
§ apackage as emtras, And I ke the photographs i and is that the
7 that arc depicting the burned rubble from the fim 7 same phtyzical evidence that way mviewed
i1 scenc amx extrax that wore taken during my acens a by Ford and its expet witneax?
§ examination, The onsy thet oo marked 37209717 | 9 THE WITNESS: Yes,
10 think thesn are photographe that were taken for 10 I o ey ook
11 wizn he mrde an examinetion of 4= 11 " photograph of that sarne evidence?
i1 artifaces talee from the loge. They are. oot 12 © THE WITNESS: Idom't knevy whether
11 photographa that T have with my repart, and 'm oot |13 they took photographs, bt thay had
4 plmmdred pereeat sure that I tock them. But [ 14 access to it
5 iz whero thoy arigimaied, wes dring 15 I i rigi.
16 mmnfﬁn:ﬁfm. 14 Q. (By Mr, Duvia} 50 s T unsdermtand it
17 Q. Earfier im this lawmuit [ wea poduced 17 thars am four photographs thet were taken, and
13 certaln photographs, printd, achuslly 79 prints. 18 this ia four different prima developed firam the
19 The photopraphs that wo have that came ot of the 19 nogativea? .
20 wimlt file, they ore oot inchided in the 79 thet 1 20 A. That iz what it spresrs. 1 will haove to
2 reccived? 21 look at them real closs o ses that. Wihat we have
22 A, Well, I'm wure that, say, these dapicting 22 dont ix we have reprociuced m mmnber of setx of ny
23 the firo scenn, Jooks likn a bad rail, probsbly T original photography, And each tane if there i
2 mE ] M someching that they don't likse in the processing,
. 25 Q Okay. 25 thay will print mnother of e szme view,
Pearlic Westmorelmnd, Mietro Court Reporting Services 957-2092 Page 5- Page §
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Condanncit™
Page 3 ) Pago 11
Q. Right 1 A Yes, the two pages arc.
I Co you want a print 2 Q. Amdbohind those two pagss is Evidence
of thoee four? 3 Colloctem Log?
. MEB. DAVIS: Yen. 4 A Comet
We will g you 5 ¢ Amd it inelicaies that you colflected a
oopias of all of thoss, That's no 6§ D.C. mokow from under left front of the motor
problam, 7 compartseat, and oumber 2 would be slectrical
|
9

Q. {By Mr. Davis) And thin other photograph
i a photograph ahowing the bod rail of the houm.
1s it my understanding that i nat a part of your
repart, but ia a photograph that was taken?

A 1 think it is going to be n part 1
think we will bave additional phosographs in bers,
Let me ook through hewe and see if [ can find that
particular ore, In my phovingragh mumber 72, I sc
thic exre bed rafl, but it in ot of the sume

10

—
=

A Comect

<), The next docnment anc a¢uw bendwritien
notes wilh [27895 at the top?

A Yeu That's the rough aketch of the

17 view. So sppurently this is a photograph that I -1
19  took whila cu scens and did not incinds it in my 18
19 nepart 19
20 Q Is there aqything signdflosm sbout thar 20  Q Dl you prepare tha actua] drawing of the
21 phq‘h;rlphﬂhﬂhhutndnmﬂlﬂnmnfﬂ: 21 floor plamd
2z  fine? n A Idd
23 alm'tmmﬁmgufmm:nthn 21 Q. Amdthere is the handwriteen drawing of
24 photograph nor do | remember preciscly why Iiock |24 the floorpian dated 12/8957
25 that particular shat 28 A Yo This is the akeich [ made a1 e
) Page 10 Page 12
L MR DAVIS: Wo would just agk that 2 1 fim soous, in which T made the skeech that [
2 that onc also. 1 submited do Stxe Farm.
3 Sure, we cam give L | ML DAVIS: We will ask that these
4 you a copy of it 4 docaments that o sapled together be
5 Q (By Mr, Davis) [ other s atsached ma Exiibit 3 to Mr. Vickas®
f dnmmuﬂm;u:rvwltﬁ[nappnrmhnm § degoaition.
1 imwoice For 560.007 7 I v can aciach them
8 A That ig correct. : 1 23 s axhihit to the depesition if yom
5 QAMayT, I?B&hm_ | wam. We am going 1G objact at this
10 Hounton from youa? : 10 poist ta the imroduction of any of thooe
11 A Comect 11 " wxhibits into evidence 22 his report s
12 A 1996 leitter & you from 12 beem provided to you sirady. That's
13 13 i
1+ A Comect, 14 ME. DAVIS: We can atiach 4 copy.
15 & A two-page mport with oambera in the 19 (SAID WAF MARTEDN HXHIAIT
15  bottom right-band corner, 48 2ud 49, which is the 16 . (ByMy. Davis mxt
17 mpu‘tnf_ 17 document you bave & o Assigment Date aod Charge
15 A Comect - 13 Log?
|+ Q And that is a part of your mpert, 19 A Cooert .
20 mﬂ:mmnf_ 20 Q. I this the docomeent that yoo maintain ss
a1 A Itin 21  all the tioee that you"ws worked on the caxe?
bl 3 Thore are some handwriten notes dawed 22 A. Yea Thin &2 what we put in the fIle,
23 Decomber B, 1995, Would theac be nokes that you (23 and it's s activity log for that dese and fho
24 made baxed oo & conversation that you bad with 24 cherge forthe activities.
rli 15 MR DAVES: We'd ask thés be
rmwmmmmmmmsﬂmgﬂ-m Page 5 - Fage 12
\‘\. EHI
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. I /1505 Condonsolt™
Page 13 Page 15
1 aunchad ax Fxhibit 4. : 1 ahaofutely nothing to do with this cxs,
. 2 I s ohjecticn 2 o ByM: Do) (. s jos
3 (SAMD WAS MARKED EXHIBET 4) 3 your report in bound form with the actasl printy
4 Q. (By Mr, Davig) The next dociiment ix a 4 aweached o it?
3 bandwritten document What i this docoment? 5 A Corect
] A_ This is & anmber of photographa requested § 0 And you have another —
7 /i 7 A This wat a cory that I broughe along,
] Q Would the mmbera of tha photographs 8 which ig the sz a5 this, bast without the
9 correypoand o the mimbers m the 1 through 79 that v phosography, It juse has photocopres of 1.
10 waa prodhced to me? 0 Q What ia the intal namber of pages of your
u 4 I'm murs they would, yes. 11 repart, wiich i daied April 29, 19957
1z ME. DAVIS: ‘We'd ask dot this be 12 A 30
.. e sokomcbil damagscourare s
4 objection, 14 suinobils dansage consultant's report? Is thet
11 [SAID WAS MARKAD HXHIBIT §) 15 comeet?
16 Q (By Mr. Davig) The next decmment sppeurs 15 A Ya
17 mbemmmmw:ﬂ:hndwmnm:m nﬂmiﬂ:mur-
1 them? 1]
. A Conact, 19 A Cormct,
N Q What is that? 2 q Did you considor R port in
21 A One of them that's deied 4/1296 vas 21  your conclusions reachad in thig case?
2 Jolmoy Masaney, State Farm, telephone momber, 1 2 A Yeu. :
23 don't know why this wes calid in, but spparently (23 Q. 1 bmwe Exhibit 2, which is your vita, 2
2¢ on that dae T had aome comversstion with Johamy. 24 [ -will bricfly go through sanw of your background,
_ 25 The second, which is dated 4/24/96 bas s do with 21 You am curontly maried?
. _ Page 14 Page 16
I the ennversstion with . who was 1 A Yo
2 requesting a file repart. 2 qmmmh_
| . The nexit document is deded 271396, is 3 A Correct.
4 that correct? 4 4 Azd yuu bave two children?
5 A Cooect, 5 A Correct,
5 Q.J'u:i for ux? i Q. Do they live in the Jackson area?
T felephone tmmber, 7 A Yes
!_llnlmdmlﬂmm-hwm B Q Whatame thair aames now?
9 wutching a TV program from Cannde where they . A ﬂldlh'm:l-
10 repored eeveral fime i the Mercury Grand 10
|1 Mzxquin "Wl try to find out the stetion and |1t Q.Fave you bought any new card in the tagt
12 daieio et hetier informaticn, " 12 twoyesm? -
13 Q After talking with 13 A lLbave.
14 this, did you have sny other comverymtion with him 14 Q What cany have you bought?
15 or anyone at State Parm reganding hia wlephone 12 A. A pickup, not a car,
14 call pn Febmary 13, 19947 16 Q. Whet kind of pickup was that?
] & Mot Gt T reeall. 7 A Chevrolet.
b I You don't want to b | Q. And that ia the only car you or your wife
19 put hin $efephons comverration about e 19 hsy bought, car or track?
20 ither firex ivto evidence? 20 A In the last two yeargT
21 MR, DAVTE: Mot intn evidencs 2 . Yenm, mr.
Fe B ¢ou b boen given 71 A No. Ithink I bought a Ford in thet
) copics the newspeper ertidles, haven't 21 perid.
24 you? ) 24 . W that for you or your wife?
. 75 MR, DAVIR: Yen, hut they have 25 A Forme

Page 13 ~ Pagm 16
EAC2-925 352sE
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I 51 5/9% Condenacit™
Page 17 Page 19
] Q. What kind of Ford wan that? - 1 A [lmwenot
2 A Ibcliove it was m "84 Ford F-250, 2 Q. Hew you relicd apoa any anticle in
3 Feur-whesl drive. 3 farming your opimions that you may have read
! . Who insmes your vehicles? 4 m:lnil:—mimnmivdunhﬁm?
5 A, Allsteie inmmwed the Ford.  Siate Farm b | ict me be sure T
i insunes two of them [ indenitind Ao you nelating that to
7 _ The nime of your basinest is [ 7 thig particular fire or just fines in
D = ;e
9 Enterprises. L] MP_ DAVIS: This particular fie.
19 . 1 it a2 corporation’? 1o A, Nt in thix particular fire, oo
11 A ltis 11 @ (By Mr. Davia) In thin case you wem
12 Q. Would you and your wife be the 12 contscted by an employee of Stale Farm regarding
13 shamsholders? - 13 making u determinatinn of the cxusc and origin of
14 A Yea, 14 the fire; i that comect?
13 Q. Other than and wile, e there 15 A Thet's conect.
1§ =y mmployees Enterprises, 18 Q. What type relationship do you bave with
17 Incorporwied? 17 State Fams regarding working as 2 commltant in
18 A, | bave part-time halp, ves, 1§ dewermizing coms and origin of fires?
19 Q.- Are they consultanty or searetarial o 9 A I't not sure what you're speaking of in
20 what type of part-time help? 20 relstionship. They call ma and 1 work for them.
21 A Tho employesy that I'm classifying s 21 Q. I it 3 coniract barin?
21 emplovers are part-time help, lsborors, e A. Mo, it i& just on an individual basis,
| @ What arc their oamea? 73 Q. Do you know how meay open fiks you have
24 A Am you speaking pressutly or during fhis 24 now with State Parm?
25 two-year period? 2% A Opoo files probably will not be over two
_ Paga 18 Page 20
1 Q, 1 o three,
2  AOmi oo 18 Roger 2 Q. When you say open, whet do you mesn by
1 Shocmaker, ad [ hire my olfost 3 open?
4 do yard maivenancs and thing mroumd 4 A. | mean that 1 baven't written a meport on
5 the office. Y o havem't worked the scenc, [ think T have two oo
] . And you bave bocn exmployed by or working & the books now that [ hevwe to wrk when my time
? Ermierpriscy sinee 19307 7 pemifa, -
| A 1 think the entarprise began in about 8 . So exs youfinlsh your report, you
o 'R5. - 9 coowider fat 8 clowed fic?
10 o ~hat xra do you connider 0 A Yex sit.
11 yourself an expen? 11 Q.-Do vou Ikniow howr sy cloned filey you
12 m&huq:uﬂymmn-ﬂmnfﬁm. 12 have for Stase Farm that are in litigation?
13 Q. The origin and camers of fred? 13 A. Na, I mm dea't
14 A Carect, B4 Q. Do you hemes any wity of kngwing ones
L5 Q. And that would be fines involving hormes, i¥  you've dong a repart whether, T guess, there ia
1§ mmgbiksy, ad wiet other type froa? 16 |ntigetion eoncerming that case or if litigetion is
17 A Tus vehicles in genoml. T have worked 17T  Exminsed?
11 some fims involving heavy equipment, bat the balk it} A Uslly I'm not awane of thet il one
19 of it is srechural fres and vehicls fires, 19 dwy mn amorney calls me and says I'm working for
20 sutomobiled wnd trcks, 0 Stae Fanm and we're looking into this particular
2] Q. You're oot an expert in tha dasign and 21 cmic. Most of the tinw it iz 8 year or yesr sand 2
72  mamifacture of veiicles, are you? 22 heif later that I"m sven awars thet there ix
el A [ am nat. 23 litigution puing on.
b Q. Have you published any artickn regarding 4 Q. On s everage how wxany sgignments do you
25  the caase and origin of fres? 21 recoive fien Stxin Fam par year?
Pearlic Westmareland, Metro-Court Reporting Services 957-2092 - - —Page L7 - Page 26 -
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N /o Condengcit™
Page 21 : Pags 23
1 A [ don't kmow. 1 don't beep op wath it 1 A That was later. [ thimk thin perticoler
2 Htwould be bard io give you 4 guesstimeate on it 2 Lows whers them was 2 houso s & nehick:
3 Q You mentioned about your vita, that it 1 involved, two adjvsters wom oxsigoed 1o it,
4 did ot inchude the et school you atended and ) the vehicle adjuster, and
5 the last trial. Wonld ther be testimony at B ) struchial part
6 trial? 5 Q. Acxd what did you do after ba comtacted
T A Yot 7 you?
| Q. What recent textimony heve vou bad thet : A Well, on the Bth I drove o the loes 2o
9 ignot mohaded in your vita? 9 codcted to investigaltion of the scem.
10 A Wo were involved in gomw Litigation in 10 Q Did you maka sty nees regavdlng your
11 federal court irvoiving an glectric blanket from 11  examination?
12 Sunbecam, who way heing sued by — God, I can't 12 A I docwr the skeich thee yous have fHisted as
13 think of the [ady’'s name now. 13 Eakihit 3,
14 Q. Did vou actually testify at the trial? 14 Q. In Bxhibis 3 there ix & page that —
15 A Tdid 15 could you read w me
16  Q Were you retajved by Sunbeam? _ 15 m'nwmbcf.l;'!%
17 A No, 1 was working for Allstate [meurdoncs 17 molaied that lsmaed wed of biwn  Ha glept in B
13 {Company. IR oppogite mod of the house, She i den She heand
19 Q. What court was thei case held? 19 = noige o went to the door amd sowr hoad of car an
20 A Fedaral court under Tndge Barbour. 20  [fire with Are wyeesding oo ealiling This car iz a
21 q.WuA]hhhlml' i . 21 1992 Maccury Grand Mepquis.  CRASH hig had problams
2z A Mo. the plamtff in 22 with adectrical mt wiring in beck seat aren,
21 thig came. What littlo I know about it, ATlriste 21 ignition switch, nlioroator ™
24 and Sunhesm sctiled. 24 . Who is Cxasil
2 . Wien did you testify? ari A Thai's an orgeaization within, [ quess,
_ Page 22 Page 24
1 A It was within the lurt two or e 1 the Stat= Farm osursmee Companies that compile
2 weeks, 2 imformation relating to defests m vchicles.
k| 1. So after you iestified, the cato mettled? 3 . D¥d you receive any documents from CRASET?
4 A No. Welos, NN gt Allsiair 4 A Tdid o,
5 wettled their part of it some years back. 5 Q. Sothe notex thet you have that CRASH has
& I ivitiaed the suit. 6 had problems with olecirical at A, B and €, would
7 Q So you had dome some wark for Allstate in T that be something tofd you?
8 rmaking a fire conms determination? 8 A Y, -
g A_ That's comect. - 9 . 0} And this i dated December Tth, ac it
10 q called vouy to tealify on 10 would have heen befores yoo went to the scen;
11 et bebadf? Il dhat oeect? '
12 A Carrect i A Yer
13 Q Who represented Sunbeam? 1 g I assume you tafked o[- t
14 4 1 can't think of it now, bt I get it 14 tolaphone?
15 for you 15 A Yea,
16 . IR xn I comrect in saying thet 16 . And then you actually went o the soene
i7  you were first contacted an December 8, 1995, 17  on Decxober 8th?
18 megarding the fire = boxe? 13 A Comect
19 A Yam 19~ Q. Did be toll you whar problerms CrASH bad
20 Q Aand what wems you asked to do? 2t with wiring in the back scat area?
21 A Ta conduct an origin amd cause 1 A I don't recall if he did. I probably
22 exmmination of los, 72 woold have writen it down bad he told e mone
27 Q. B information,
24 A, 14 2. And you never siw any documents From
25 q Did you also speak with SRS (25 CRASK regarding wiring in the back esst area,
Pemtic Westnarclasd, Metoo Conrt Reporting Savices 9572092 ——— Page 2] - Page 24
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Q. And when vou arrived ot the acene, who
was present?

A Onoe the soene was documesmed, then we
begin mowing the debris in nd around (he carport

I 2 Condensa™
Page 23 Page 27
1 ijnition switch o altermetor? 1 A Corect.
2 A No. 2 Q- Dar you know how that happened?
1 @ Soothr than tabking with || Gz 3 A This is aomrthing thet we find so ofien
& December 7th, did you do enything clos regurding 4  whem the structural of this trilding bag collapaed
5 the cage on December 7ihl 5 on the raof of the vehicle. Afier it becomes haot,
6 A Idon'tmecall anything, & then it will distort or disterd.
7 Q. Sothe next thing yon wonld have does is 7 Q. And after the taking of the initial
B g to the sceme on December Hili? 1 photograpts of the scans @3 it codsed, what did
9 A Cormet 3 you do then?
0
1
12

A The permon that | carried with me wm
I o was a helper ottt thme.
I~ - thor or citber cume there
aharttly afier | arrived, It seemad like theve was
aomeone clse who was sither theme or came by, but I

A, Mo, '

Q. And sfler you arrived, what did you do?

A Begun the procesa of examining the firs
BSOS, '

@ In the photographs thet yoa tack, I ke
it acxney of the photographs — do some of the

RREHNRBNES

and docementing thosc things that we found that
would be of intevest there

i}. As you woe documenting thege, were you
muking mntes of it or bow did you document it?

A. By photographs,

Q. Whxd component parts of the vehicls did
you find separaied from the vehicle?

A The thing thet was of intenset in muking
tha debia resncval argund the vehicle, we found
that the motor and puosgy, whisch 1 later learmed o
bo = o kveling device, bad burned locss from
the vehick: and way found lying oo the concets
glab covesed with debris. This suggeaed to me
that this eame of f sarlier in the firs and became

BREESEESEETEECS

k2]
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: Pags 26
photographe shosw the condition that 1t was in whet
ymu amived before amything was moved?

& Yes, Beforn I do any work on the fine
scene, 1 try to docmment the conditione ag 1 found
thexn,

@ I'm going i Jaok at photograph mmber
£. I'll hand it to you

A All right

Q. Doex that cortedpoad fo your photogragh
mumber 3 in your mport?

A Hdoms

Q. In that phatogreph there is & peracn.

Whes is thet person?

A That is

Q All right. And that ia a photograph
shevering & vicwr from the rear end of the vehicle,
correct?

A It'a the caport locking north, which
will encampams the rear cnd of the wehicls, yee.

Q. And would this be the condition of the
semne with the carport view whea you errived befare
suything wes merved?

A Yea,

3. I that photograph mumber 8, it shows

-

L - - B - W T R PR TR

[P
W = D

that the roof of the car is. deformed?

Page 28
of inferest and proswvied me 1o fake it a5 cvidencr.
. 4. Did you take » photograph of it a5 you
Toamd it, this motor? )

A. | don’t recall photogmphing it in the
debriy apecificaily, I tilak you wonld ave s
difficult thne: getting & dhot of it becansc it was
p under tha vahicls,

Q. Sowhen yourfound this, &id you fimd it
by raking?

A Yeu, soweping and raking. In fact, we
dlicn'+ kmewr what it waa wien wo palled it oot

Q Who actnally found it? You or $ae other

that was with yoa?

A, 1 don't necail ] orI
would have been e first to pull it out,

2 And efer you found i, whet did you do
with it?

A Ome Finding that thee wac a
eomgiderahie amonnt of demege 1o that particnlar
fimm, it wax photographed. Just poing back to ooe
of your emfier questions, photographe 1% and 20
wan fonnd, bat it doean't ahow spesificathy the
pump becwse of the debris covering the pumg.

Q. S0 i photographs 19 and 29, they show 3

- Peaclic-Wastmoreland, Metro Court Reportiog Services 957-2092 ——— —
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5 CondenscIt™
Poge 29 Page 31

1 vicw of the vebicls, photograph 19 in particular, I Q And itis reting on part of th frame of
2 looking frem the froxyt driver's aide dowards e 2  the vehice?
3 Iront passenger’s gide? 3 A, Yeu
4 A Ya, | achully covers the kft froot 4 Q. And what it shown . photograph 367
5 fonder locking inte the motor department, and 2088 | 3 A It's the wiring attached to thin pump and
¢ aclose-up of the whosl well spea, 6  moeoT,
7 Q. And in cither one of thesc photographs, 7 @ I the wiring 25 shown in photograph 30
1 Yo capmot see that acmal moteT B atil] attacked s the wehicke, o is this wiring
g A. That is correct. 9 thet was on the groond found in the debris?
o Q. And you don't Imow whe found it, you o 10 A At the time of the phoingraph it is not
11 the other porton who wea with you? 11 =itached to the vebicke, but it wan embadded in the
12 A I dom't v aaiy direot recollaction of 12 dobriz along the left gide of the vebicle st the
17 that 13 tima thet | fonnd it, and | raised it to the top of
14 Q. AndIsce in photograph 21, it is taken 14 the fonder for photographing.
15 and it appeers that all around the vehicke it has 15 Q. Thophotographs thet we have which are |
16 been swept or raked; is that comrect? 16 throngh 79, were all of these photograghs talen gn
17 A That's cosrect. 17 your first visit 1o the socoe, which waa December
14 Q. Arc there some peris o front of the 15 & 1995
19 welhicls in photograph 217 19 A. No. Photographs 75 through 79 mene taken
i A These are. 2 on]believe it is January Sth at Coparts Salvige
FH Q. What parts ame thoge? 21  Yard in Brsndon, Missinnippi.
72 A At this particular time I don't recogrrize 71 Sophotographs 1 through 74 were mken on
13  them. ' 271 December fth?
4 q. All right. 'Waye thoas pan that are in ] A, Comert

, 25 fromt of the vehick: in thet photograph, which is 20 . I woctn, T want to briefly just go

- . _ Page 30 Page 32
| yonr photograph smmbar 11, were Sy pisced there 1 thnough the phoingraphs riarting with 1, mmd B you
2 after the sweeping and rking wa: deva? 1 cooid tefl xe what is significent ahout the
3 4. Yei, What we do, in order to clean the 3 photograph as far s your investigation of the
4 ores we bave to either move or notee thoge isma 4 gangs ond grigin I tsdwm it photograph 1 i juet s
5 toget the debwia swept out, 1nd then we try to put 5 picture of the stocture ax it existed when you
§ them back as cloae: sy we posyibly can to whare oy | 6 arrived?
7 W 7 A Looking frxn the southeat yoit,  —
i Q. Do you have a ghotograph of the motor & Q. Fhosograph 27
9 that you found, which was plsced back inapositijn | 9 . A, Thestmeture Inaking from ihe nortrwest,
10 o clone to whene it wea fonnd after the arca was 10 Ibclieve Coavect
11 meked o clesned? : 11 . ¥ m going to skip through some of them,
12 T iy acking him 12 Photograph 6 he two vehicles that ane bumed. 'Was
13 if he replaced it after it waa raked? T |13 wything significant aboat thiy?
14 MR, DAVIS: And photographed? 14 A Thebun conditinns indicamd that the
15 A You'm gpeaking of the air pump levaling 15 fire wos compmwicating from bamically the narth,
16 mmotor? 16 oorthoast,
17 i} (By Mr. Davin} Yea, mir. 17 . Is photograph T a photogragh of an
11 A I have 2 photograph of it, but it & 18 smbérnal
19 going to be held up dbove the left fromt cross 19 A The bee of oo sntemma, yes, 5ir.
A member fior photographheg, 20 Q. And photograph 9, thds 313 2 photograph of
21 Q. And wha photograph sumber is that? 21 o wehicls ag it appesed when you smived,
71 A, That will be phoingraphs 29 wd 30. 2 comect?
Fi Q. Photograph 29 appewrs 10 show the motor n 4 Camst
o4 thet we're speaidng about, correct? M Q. Ie this vehicle totally buimned?
235 A And the pump, yes 25 I 1 ot s |

------- Pesriis Wesimoreland, Metro-Conrt Reperting Services 957-2092
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I 12 Condenselt™
Page 33 Page 35
1 mxberstaxd your question, ' L A It was bumed.
2 Q. (By Mr. Davin} Iy thare any other {ire 2 Q. W mythioy attacked © e lron mowes?
1 damage that conld have been donc & i vahicke? 3 A Az B al implemenia?
4 A, You could have wmelied it down. But a5 4 g Yea
5 far a8 whet we fine during the fire 3cene 5 A 1 didu"t po= ey,
6 evalurtione, ] would sy it & 1 toinily umed [ 3. Does the lawn mower have a batkery?
7 wehicls, yes. 7 ahdid
| Q. What is xignificsmt about photograph 9 as 1 Q. And did you view the battary of the lawn
9 far 2z your investigation into the censs and origin o maoser?
10 of the fire? 19 A. 1 don't specifically recall at this dae,
1 A, Phosographs 3 and 10 are docommtatiors Il but o nwe T locked ot the Lown mower 85 0
13 of the vehick: &2 fonmd  And you will oy 0 12 potcotial. And, of course, the batery would be a
11 encomypass te ansas in geaaral, 5o I'm taking % 13 potential hest aource,
14 lpoking at the from left side, add 11 locking =t 14 Q. And did you make aoy mokes regarding the
15 «cha rear and rigin slds, _ 13 potentlal heat scurce of the battery mmd the lawn
16 Q. Phowograph 11, thi iy & pictnre of some 15 mower?
17 toole Were those the inols uscd o help claar the 17 A. 1 made o notes, no.
14 mrea, which on iop of & can thae appeam o be a )] 3. ‘Wi the battery attached to amything?
19 rake? ) 9 A, I don't recall.
b A No, Thosa tools wess apparsatly there 2t . Do you recall whether thers v a battery
2! during the fire. 21 chager thew?
b qﬁndupwh&mtpmwsnd:d‘ 2 A I did oot document oms, so apperently |
25 tho vehicle is u gaa can? ) 13 did not aco one.
il A Yeu. 4 . Phoiograph 16 hag two what appears to be
4% @ Was any gag in that can? 25 plastic bags near the driver's aide fender of the
. : Page 34 Pags 16
1 A It wem't gt the time thet T was there, 1 wehicls in #he froat,
1 Q. Waaso? 2 A Corrert.
1 A Cooect, 3 Q. What anc thos:T
4  Q Did you makp 2 deicrminstion oo to 4 A They were probably put thare for taking
5 whether this gas cm bad anything o do with tx 1 of evidence,
a fire? & qmmmmmmm
1 A OF coame, that's the thing we lock st 7 into those bags?
5 firet when you know that there 13 & flammable 1 A 'm e it is wiring, bumed wirlng.
9 lquid in the ama, 1 was told by the Billows that ~ ¢ . . Photogmph 25, in that Mr, Davis' hend?
10 it ed spproximat=ly a gallon of gas in it st iz 10 A Yes.
11  times o grior S0 the fire, aod my inepection of it 1t €. And what was he tryiug to show?
12 did not indioxte it playod mry spprecisblo partin+~~ [12 & He was trying to group the wires for
13 the origin or conse of the fire. 13 photogmphing thet came out of the fins wall along
14 . What happened 40 the gea that wae i 14 the l=ft rexr of the motar companmest.
15 thax? 13 €. Wi thers apiiing sigmificant about
14 A Ebumed 16 thone wires regarding youor Envestigstion inta the
17 Q.Wmnjhnhmﬂ:mwtn:wlmﬂ: 17 e and onigin of the fine?
15 gns buroed it come out of the gea cam? 18 A They were indicative of beat,
¥ A Thor wes s hole in e fillor tube, 19 considersbic best farther to the frout of the
20 gpout. 20 wvehicls winich wa cnfficien: to bom the wire
21 Q. In photograph ngmber 15, it shows a view 21 imto.
71 with what appears i b 2 Isem mower in §i7 b Q. How mach bear would it take & barn wires
23 A That ia comect. ' N into?
24 G What was the condition of that lawn mower 24 A Itshookd take sbont 1,981 degrees to
25 when you srived? 2¢  meit tha copper.

Pearfis Westmoreland, Metro Court-Reporting Services 937-2052
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- X Condeasalt™
Poge 37 : Puge 39
1 Q. In this fire did you make a destrmdnation 1 just leid it on the grovod wnd it wes takes an
1 &5t bow hat it got in = of degrees? 2 cvidence Not on e growmd, excuso me. Itis o
i} 3 A, No. 3 the carpari floor.
s 4+ 1 Bui baed on that phioingraph which we 4 0 Phoingraph 38, you show the filler ube
5 just [ooked at, which woukd e 26, you say it got 5 for the pu tank?
§ in excess of 1,93] degrees? § A Timt's correct
7 A Yes 7 Q Amd whet wes gignificant about this?
2 Q Am thes any other phetograche of sy B A We were just trying to docimment the
9 other parta which conld indicak o you 3 9 conditines sround it The cap W't present in
10 iemperstare it the fire reached? 0 the photngraph It think it was a plastic cap that
It A Inperts of the sutomaobile? 11 had rosbod.
12 @ Or the house 12 . Did you mwle a dewrmination se to
13 A Well, onc tiimg that I looke:d at was the 13 whethor the gax tank cxploded on the car?
14 - dogres of msiting of the aluminum window fames. L4 A I sew 0o evidencs of that,
15 That mequires senperanires in excess of 1,200 15 Q. In talkcing wi did
16 degrees. An ;arall view of the siruchme 16 they memtion to yon that they thoughx the gas tank
17 imdiceted that theve wag nuwe heat, a4 judged by 17 explodad?
15  the mwiting of the window frames, around the cast 19 A They made cnmmenis ihat s they wers in
19 end of the siructure tum the west ol 19 the copart, they were concerned that the car might
20 Q. When vou say sest and, what is oa te 2 expiode, and they l=ft valking o the road waiting
21  wast and? 3t forhelp And aoce they were down oear the road,
A The carport, the kitchan, and the lumdry 22 thoy notieed that thers wag some type of an
2] mom, ' 23 explogion that inmnsifind e fire.
24 Q. In photograph 27 were yoa trying to show M ©. Do you kmaw what thet cxplosion waa?
29  mything in paticela? a3 A, T dom't huvey sy dirert kmowledgo = to
_ , Page 38 Page 40
1 A, Showing the conditions i the extreme L it bnt itis probably the filler tube oo the car
2 Icft front componemt of the motar comparmment 2 xomning, allowing pe vepors to burm.
3 'This iy an arca that ig showing mors bokense hest 3 Q. Do you have a photngraph of the
4 impingement & the fonder, 4 pastngerd side fesder of the vohicls Incking from
5 Q. When you asy impingement o the fender, 5 the ingide of the ¢ngine campartmeat owards the
i what do you mean? § cutkde?
7 A Just fire mads contact with the fender, 7 A, | g it from the exterior, Itis —
| . In phaingranh 34, can pou teli me whar 5 covernd in 19 w0 some cxemt. Alsg in 21 it is
9 thet is showing? - 9 covered o aome exisnt.
10 A That's e left sk of the engine o1 Q And in photograph 19, can you il
1l compurtest liscking forward, and this is where 1 11 wiether thers was impingeerent]
12 have laid wiring that ran along the left sida of 12 A Locking at 19, in the right rear you can
13 the engios compuartment, 1 gueen thet is part of 13 mew gomtn of the paint chipe reawining, If you will
14 the pump in the backgnoond 14 look st photograph 21, yon will see additional e
13 Q. The wiring thit you laid on the fender, 1% of the psist mematation still there that wasn't
16 ix thet wiring that waa foand still comoecied te 1§ presonl an the laft fendar.
17 the vehicle or disconnected? 17 . Can you point thet ont o me?
14 A I'm sure that some of it was connected. 18 A, Yox, sir. See, we're looking dawn at the
19 Much of it had beon urned kose, 1 think thin is 19 lower part of the fender. Well, the rear.
20 the same bundls of wiring that we'va sbown cadiey 20 Q Ta e res near the doar? '
H  that Mr. Davis & hendling which you questioned U A. Yex. Neasr the fire wall, we'll amy.
22 sbout in photograph 26. » Q. AR right
23 . Thera ix also some wiring shooa in o A Yex, this is thern. This ix paint
2¢ photograph 3127 M fekes, Wha we find doring the inrning procses,
2% A Ibeheve thia is the same harnesa. We 25 whearm you have a kn of direct flame bmpingement

Pearlis Westmoretan:, Metro Comt-Repocting-Sorvicea 957-2092 - - -
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I ¢ 55 Coudenselt™
Page 41 Page 43
1 writh intengive txorna, the paint is conplaely off. 1 raked the entine strocture, putting up the comenis
2 Io other mresy it just mwdts, aad ftowill junt come 2 and artifactx that went thene.
3 up ag 2 scale mone or lees | Q. At that tixre had you made 2 conclusion
4 Q. What i thin sres neer the driver's side 4 regarding cange and orign of the fire?
5 winch sppears to bo whers the stesring machariem 5 A. The evidence mdicaied the fine
6 cones through? & oaginsted in the mtomobile. As far o o
T A That is arowned the brake booster. 7 conclusion ws o the &xact causr, |
3 Q. Would that be the seme type of paint 1 weighed begvily upon the input
9 chipping that we would s=7 s [ fhat this was wiere they saw the fire
10 A Yo sir 10 buraimg snd then the svidence that we documenaed
11 3. The other phoiographa appear to be 11 soemed o nupport the fire cormunicating from that
12 documeniwtion of fhe contents of the home in the 11 mca Bxl [ wi of mkexrest im the clecimical
13 post-fire condition? 11 pumy, the electrical components thens, and that was
14 A Yes. Az go through the five, we 14 talen Amdf of courgs, the mext siep was to give it
11 photograph it ream by room, and sometimes we will |15
16§ bring in closa-ups of individual contents that's 1§ Q Afer December §1h, did you go back to
17 present or recovered durimg the dolirin and raking. 17 the scoms whare the house ic kcawed?
13 Q. In photograph 72 it shows near the bottbm 18 A Ididnot
19 left-bams] comner of #o peregraph two what mpesr |19 M_
20 to ba conteinera, metal comtxinera? 2 ing wint you sow
21 A Comrect 20 bt yoeee?
n Q. Whet wern thoseT P A. T dom't have aoyihing. docusoenicd as o
71 A Pmoot sre thet I remerfiber precisely 77 reporting back ot | would ave
a0 what [ wag tokd, but in talking to thelN I 24 talked to him sometime the day of the fine or the
15 think they had painted =t some point and time or 2% next day or soon afisrwands and just discussed with
Page 42 Page 44
1 this was remaing of sarething that they had done in i Iim what we found on the sceoc and of course to get
2  their houges aa far ag painting or cleming of the 2 pormission to go shead and get a consultam
3 strochue. 1  iovolved im cvalusting the clectrical xysem.
F ). Alsp in photograph 74 1 mee what sppenrs L] Q. Afler yor December 8th i iom, do
5 to be in the oooter i deast four cang, two large 5 you remamber tatlking with
¢ snd two emall= containersT ] ith mny concerna sbout the lawn mower
T A Cormeet, 7 thet was bcsted under the carpet? -
8 Q. Wauldﬂnle:lmhcmutufm B A [bawe norecollsetion of thet
9  supplics? ! 9 . Q. So with respect to the next action taken
m A These are the smte contaiocs that we'vo 10 on this investigation sfwer December 8th, what did
11 just baked ot in 72 The two smalksr ones spen't 11 youwde?
12 shown, but the other two are. _ |12 Lmlhtmmpuwdﬂnvd:mkwu
13 Q. 'What room was thiy locamd in? 13 cxxmined at CoParts by mywelf.
14 A Ibelicve they are in the sonth side of 14 Q. And what was the date of that
[5 bedroom 3. I don't have them docomented on the 15 cazminstion?
16 akeich, but thet is the notetion given, 16 A I'hawe it lisied a8 Jamuary 5th
17 Q. Afer your Decamber §th — siriloe thet 17 Q. Thl wioald be 1954, cormect?
14 On Decernber B, 1993, other than what we've goon IB A Coneet
19 over, you mriving ut the scooe, tking L] Q. Sa xt the Jamuary 5, 1996 fvspection,
a0 photographe, raking, tiking additiomal photogriphs 2 ﬂdmﬂhﬂbﬂ}m guing o
21 of the velicle and the howse, do you remember domtg |2t CoParts w0 Iook 2t the
2 aoything elee in your investigation? . 22 A. That's coreet.
71 A No, notring tut what we'vo just talled 23 Q. And aixo at thit tne you hed cortain
24 abont.- We docomentsd the scoe. ‘W took the 24 pama?
25 debriz of the floor in the coxport arma, and we 25 A Theevidence I had tekes from the fipe

Pearlic Westmorcland, Metro-Court-Reporting-Servicss 957-2092
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Page 45 - Page 47
scene, 1 had them i my pogsesdion, bat I don't Q. (By Mr. Davis) Begarding the fir that
think he examined thoce on that dam cecmred ut e reidence o Decanber 6,

B o=l A LA e b R -

il i =

BERUHRBRHGE S QR

. Did b take those with him?

A 1 belicve be made his exsminstion at my
ofBce of thoxe artifacts talen, ['m doaking at
hig report o s i b says — be docsn't say and
I have oo direct kncowiedge a5 0 whether he took
them or exanined them: ot my office,

Q. Do vau know if you were preseat when be
exmmvinad ha mesar?

A, I dout heve vy direct knowledge or
recollaetion of it  The phosographn that we've
locked at and talked abowt emdier, T beligve I
toak them.  And if thet was so, it woald have been
n my office snd my presnes.

qhnﬂmmhmyﬂwm:ﬁ
aoy cxamination by vou or any other conmultant?

A Mo

2. 5o after Ianuary 3, 1996, what did you do
oext?

A [ don't retnember what the next dade we

became invoived. 1 g thia is when |G

" R v e i v

object o my quastions about

——
- O MDD s B LA R W R e

P
A &= LW M

REiHRBREESESSE S &

1995, you were unsble i make 2 desrmination a3 to
the specific couse and arigin of et fisg; is that
corredt?

A. Well, you'rs wing the com "couse and
arigin" You'rns tallcing shomt to separmie
thirgs. The origin I wes certain had onigmated in
the left sde of the cogine compartawet T felt
more stroophy the left froat quadrant .

The acna) casse, [ woa extremely saspicioos
of being = alectrical faglt, simply becsuse of the
information thet the car had been parked for
approximmtely 11 and & half hourd. As far os the
axact resson for the foele, T did v, no.

3 Soof | wixderstzod correcily, you were
able to reach a concluxion e to the grigm of the
fire?

A. You'rs using the term "reached 2
coaclusion,”

Q. Okmy.

A Yed, 1 had accepted that the orign was
there. Conclhision 1o ma means whea you bring ail
the facts together md you get 2 sorrmary.

Q. All right. Let me wee if we can talk in

rEEREEREOEaL

pLi

_ Page 4
at thia point motil the judge rules an
your modion.
Wt DAVIS: And T nerve the right
to take hin depowition afier that time 0
et details i
inveatigation in the avenst the judgm
rules et I can.
Q. {By Mr. Davet} Affer this sitnation with
I what did you do next? ]
A. After Teceiving & repart from him, 1 '
submitt2d & report and conclution.
Q. 1 havo a dooyment which ia Fire Canse
A Okny.
Q. Ix this 3 copy of the report md
oonclugion that you are referning to, whish b
photoconies of prints mtiached to it?
A That sems o be it with the axceptisn of
page 5i.

@ And pago 50 is [N opcx
A Itia,
thia i the deposition as Exhibit Nomber
6 :
(SAID WAS MARKED EXHIBIT 4)

o ol T b R o B s

B i e e e ey
Wy B W o =

REHNMESES
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Fage 43

the ganw termig then,

A Dy,

3. ‘With respect to the arigin of the fre,
you were abie 0 make a delenminstion or provide o
opinion s to where it originaed?

& Yes '

. Bat with respect to the cause of the
fwe, vou wers oot able W rench a conclusion?

A, That's carmct.

¢ With raapect in e clectrical evahustion
dove by I aitacked to B pages
45 mnd 49 there in 2 Fport. is
daicd Jomary 24, 19967

A, That'y comeed,

Q And in hiy report in parsgraph mumber 3,
ha stiee thet tha commpmeceor modor waz svahisted?

A Commest,

Q. He sy the snd plate wat removed fram
the compressor snd it wa found that melied
ahmirmm from the compressor eylinder wae guddied
in the botimn of (e crank canc?

A Cooect,

Q. Wase you presemt when be remaoved the end
plate from the comprexeor?

4 1 dou't recall being there

Poarlic Westmorolmd, Metre Court Repocting Scrvioca 957-2092
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James Vickers 6/18/9% Condenseii™
Page 49 Pxe 51

L Q. In order 10 remove it, be would: haw; 1o 1 thet wers used.

2 take scething apart ¢m that compressar, correct? 2 Q. Sc i had not looked at this

3 A It sounds that be did, yes, : 3 wehicle, then besed on yomr examination, this

4+  Q And in the condition thar you have it 4 scakecace woukd not b in your report ee far as that

I pow, ia it put back topether? 5 it ia possibly around the abeTostor termnimal?

& A Mz Davin, it's ben looked st 9o meny & A, Cormet.

7 times, [ don't reslly know what the conditionsam = | 7 Q. There am ingtances whers the demags

B oow, bu ] don'i remember mmyane reasgembling it 3 that's caused by the fire itseHf can prevent 2

9 Q. This i ccx:? » person from making a detormination as to the canse

1i] A. Cormect, i of the fire; i thet correct?

11 Q Wher is ho currenily employed? 1 B it Yo'

12 A He i a fire conagltmt, 12 asking him to specubee at thin point

11 Q. Was he ot aoe time enpioyed at 13 You can amewer if yon can.

14 Misaisnippi State University? 14 A, Yes, there ame conditions whers what you

13- A Yea. Heis netired froms being a 15 Feel and the cvidencr indicata caased the fire,

16 profesaor there. ' 16 that you will oot be able to hold in hand and say,

17 ). Was he a professor in electrical 7 "Yez, this i it," snd thia is bacanse of the

13 engioeering? 11 excasnive damegs done in most total bumes.

13 A Hewsg 19 (By Mr. Daviy) Would the fire that

20 Q. Do you lmow how many years he was a 30 ocemrred on December 6, 1995, w thJjj N

2] professor st Mimrissippi State in clectrical 3t property bo considered u total burn?

2) ougineering? 2 A Y

3 A, 1think he hired on there sometion: in the 3 MR DAVTS: That's all I have at

24 lute 60'a. ' 24 thiy tume,

25 @ And in his conclusion i saya, *Afier a 2% I 't v amy
Page 50 Page 52

1 eloss imipection of the burnad vehicle sod semples 1 gumtiont,

2 from ibe burnad veinicls, it it my professional 2 I < questions.

1 opinion thet there is no avidence which 3

4+ canchusively indicate the ignibion aomres of the L] * ¥ DEPOSTTION COWCLUDED * * +

1 fire was associnied with the dlectrical aysiem ™ 5

[ 3 &

T — : .

E reading of what he zaid, cormect? 8

9 ME DAVIS: Thexe in onea other i 9

10 meience in thers, 1o

n Q. (By Mr. Davii} In your report oo page 4, Al -

12 yem hawe a2 conclusion, which the Lagt semtarios 12

17 seye, "The mam probable canse for the fire wasen ™ |13

14  ckerirical failure poagibly sround the altemator 14

1Y ferminal " 15

14 A Cosrect 14

L7 Q.Wﬂhmpmthtt:ﬂmm-umhll 17

¢ having snything 10 do with the causc of the fire, 18

19 you did oot make thar dermiloation; is that 1B

0 cormect? .

i | A. Thet wag mudgs 2l

b Q. 50 that ig not yomr from n

11 your investigation of the wehicle, the bouse, or 2

24 anything tn do withi vhig fire? 24

25 A. T wea yaing input from the comenbtamits 25

Pearlie Wostmoreland, Metro Court Reporting Services 957-2092 - Page 49 - Pags 51 -
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1, Pamrils Wsrsamiend, (ifletal Caurt
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BIDGELAND, MIBSISSIPPI -

EERJQONAL DAIA

— in Vebatez

Harrled to the foroa
Twvo daughters,

grd, Misais=ippl.

. HILITARY AERYICE -

Valuntasrad for a 24 month enlistment iln the Unlksd States
Aprll, 15956, ) _

Earnad marltarioua prnlutiunu and honorably di:chazqud vlth the tank of
Carporal, ipril 14958,

I} L]
- n, cor che MMASRnbnilile
rm——CE

EPA2-32% 38878




PAQRE 2 '
Mizaissippl, Hattiesburg, MS3.

July 1, 1980: Employed by _

Aprll, 1%60-July, 1984:

SEECIAL IRAINING
STATE OF MISSISSIPPI FIRE ACADEMY: —

dctobar &6, 15989: Pira and Adraon Inventlgn&ian; 24 hra.
Qctober, 1988: FPire and Arzon Invnutlgltiun, 20 hza.

juvenher, 1387: Advancad lrnun; i) hra. '

May, 1987: Electrical Fire Cau=mation, 5 hes.

November, 19861 -";zsnn Probles 1n Missiaxippl,™ 14 hrs.
October, 1985: Advanced Fire Invastigation Techniques, 20 hrs.

Octobar, 1%84: Fire Invesatigation Seainar, 20 hrs.




PAOE 23
Novenkar, 1983: Arsan Inveatlgatlon Samlnar, 24 kzas.
Janvary, 1980: l:aﬁn Detaction, 12 hrs.
Septepgbar, 1978: 3Southarn Fire Investigatocr School, 24 hra.
Saptember, 1971: Southezn Pire Investigator School, 18 hra.

Aprili, 1977; Southern Fire Invastigator Schesl, 1B hra,

OTHER SCHOOLI:

ERG2-327 aseHn
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Fire Invastligators Associatlon, 20 hrs.

Thoz-829 26881
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FAGE 5

COURT TESTIMONY
A3 EXEEST WITMESS
FEDERAL COURTS

November 13, 1995: _v. State Farm Flre and Casuvalty,

Company, Bossier Clty, LA., Judge Don Walters.

Novenber 1, 1995 NENVORNNNDNIONINE . state Parm Fixe and Casualty
Cnnpany, MNev Orleans, Li.,Judge Patrick Clark.

January 9, 1995: sgtate Farz vs. [ 72dox22 court,

Jackson, MS, Judge Barbouox.

Qctober 3, 1994: Dl V= - ¥hlie-Raodgers,
i Divialan of Emersaon Plactric Company. Oxfard, M=,

Jung 14, 1994: G v. State Fara Insorance Company, Federal
Court, Jackaon, M3 Judge Wlngate.

decenbez 13, :993: [ R.. whicipooi Cn:pu:itlﬁn, Pederal Court,
Ln!ayett-, Ll.

January 11, 19%3: " . Chobb Insuranca Co., Testern .
Diatrict af Loulsiana, Moneqe, LA.

vovesber 10, 1992;: |GGG v-- c2ob—Scania of Amerlca,
Inc., Baatern District of Lonislana, Nev Orlsans, Li, Judge
Hitchall.

July &, 1392; _ v. Stats Facm Inlﬁ:lncl Company, 5th
Federsl Tlztrlct Caomrt, Lake Charclea, ELa, Jodge Bdwin Huntex.

October 15, 1991: _ et al va. £aab-Scanla of America,
Inc, Kastern Dimtrict of Louisiana, Nev Orleans, LA, Judge Adrlan
Dupiantiar.

Auguat 19, 1991; _ at 2l vz. kmana Refrigerator, =t al,
Santhern Distzict of Mizaia=ippl, Jackaon, M8, Judge Toxn Lana.

Fabruaxy 3, 1990: - v. Staté Para Firs and Casualty Company,

ER32-32% 28382




PAGE &

Hortharn nlatri-.ut of Missis=ippl, Oxford, MS

January 17, 1930: IEEct al va. Mizaissippl Vallay Gas Company, et
al, Jackson, M3, Judge Tom Lew.

May 2, 1989 . state Fazw, Southarn District of
Miasis=ippl, Judge Wingatas.

July 5, 1389: . state Fars, Northern

District of Misslsafppl, Clarksdala, M3, Judge Glen H. Davlaon.
Saptembar 14, 1937: mv. Eanaas Clty Fire apd Marina,
Faderal Court, Naw COrlsans, , Judge Louls Moaors,
April 27, 1987: — State Farm, Federal court, Shreveport,
— LA, Judge Thomas Stagyg.

Septembar 15, 198c: | - ctate Pars, Wastern District of
Louisiana, Menroa, Li, Judge Walters.

Augn=t, 1986: _tr. State Farm, PFaderal Court, Jacksan, HS,
Judge Willlam Barbour.

. geptember 16, 1985: | v- state rars, Pederal Court,
- Shreveport, LA Judge Thomas Stagyg.

august 2-10, 1984: [-. vatlonvide Ingurance Coapany,
. Feaderal Court, Eiloxl, MS, Judge Joe Fiah.

July 22, 1933: N . n1s=ion Mational Insurancs Co.,
"7 Fadaral Cnu;t,_ Nev Orleens, LA, Judge Pater Basr.

March 28, 1983: Hv. Hartford Insurance Co., Federal —
‘Gourt, Nev- e2ns, r vudge Casslbry, - -
STATE OF MISSIZEIEPI -

July &, 1996: .. Ford Motor Company, Rankin Courty Court,
Judgs Zaomusl Richardsan, Brandon, ME., Caass #95-11%2.

May 22, 19%6: . L=vis Bzrnes, Jefferson Davis
Circuit Caurt, Prentiss, MS. Caase F4145-2.

feptembsr 11-12, 1995: NN v. carrie whitfleld,
Coahomsa Clrcuit Court; Clarkadals, MS8., Judge Smith.

Hay 8-121, 19395: _ et al, v. Minalssippl valley gas, at.

J

s

ERgZ-22% M6
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al, Hind= county Clrcuit Court, Jackaon, HME, Judge dibbs.

april 3-§, 1935: NG ;. 3t2:s Faira Insurance

Company, Les Coanty Clrouit Courk, Topelo, MS, Judge Barcy Ford.

apztl 7, 1994 | - 72ce= Moore, Hinds County Clircult
Couzt, Jackson, M2, Judge Chet Henley.

Pebruary 3, 1994: . clevaland Anto and Elactric, Bolivar
County Clrcult Caurt, claveland; MEB, Juige Thomas.

Novemhsr 29, 1993: _ v, Hc:ﬂd:y, Las County Circult Court,
'l!u.plla, M3, Judge Garner.

gSeptember 16, 1591: - . tate Parn, Hinds Gounty

-Circult Cauxrt, Jackson, ME, Judge Chet Henley.

pacarbar 19921 - 2tate Farn, Harrison County Cizcuitk
Court, Bilexl, MS,

March 16, 1392: —v. State Farm, Tiahominge County Clrcult
Court, Iuka, MS, Judga Frank Ruzsell.

y 15, 13990: . Al Finch, Lowndes County Clrcuit
Court, COslumbus, ME, Judge Lss Howard.

auguat 30, 1989: [N - - al Finch, Lavndes.County

Clrzouit Court, Judge Les Howazd.

August 26, 1983: allstats v. ] - Turlc,

MZ, Judge Girnlz -

T

Febzuary 24, HBB. H. 3tates Farm, Harrlaaon County
Circult Coort, Bulfport, M2, Judge Jarry O'Tacry.

July 11, 1509: WGENENENNEN,

.
v, Fuller Shnt Hetal Works, Inc.,
Hinds County Clrcuit Court, Jackspon, HMA.

January 13, 1988; v. Garner Realty, Inc., Hinds
County Clrcult Court, Jackson, ME, Judge Willlam Colaman.
Decesbar 2, 1985: m Stats Parm, Tishamingo County

Clrcult Caurt, ’ r ge Frank Russall.
Novemhar 25, 1%36;: mv. Thomaz Coleman, Bolivar
' County Circmit Conzt, avaland, N3, Judge Blexy J. Jmith.

a,

A




VITA . JAMES VICKERS
PAGE 8

Juna 10, 1985: —v. ¥Williamn [. Jonea, Hazrzrisen
County Clreoult Court, Biloxi, MS.

January 16, 1986: NN v. Allatate Inguzance Co., Tishoaingo County
Circuit Coort, Iuka, MS, Judge Wickar.

Movenber 5, 19a85: aAllatate V.JJJ. tee coonty cizcuirt coore,
Tupels, HES, Jedge Garner.

July 13, 1983: State aof Hissll.slppi v. Oven L. Harden, Dasoto County
Clreult Coort. - .

19382: Hv. Anerican States Insurance Company, Hinda Caanty
neety Caort, Jackaon, M3, Judge Paul Alesxander.

1978: Stats of Missim=ippi v. _r Hinds County Circuit
Caurt, Judge Reuban Andsrmon.

1378: State of Mi=msissippl v. _, Prellminary Hearing,

Jackaan, M3,

1978: dtats of Mis=iasippi v_ Preliminary Hearlng,

Jacksan, MS.

1977: State of Missls=sippti v._ Prelininazy Hearlng, Jackson,
He. : ]

LOUISTANA DISTRICT COURT
Novenber 4-5, 1$53;m‘v. Stata Farm Insurance Company,
Bastrop, Lk. ict Court, New Crleans, LA, Judge
Patrick Clazk. -
april 15-16, 1392: [N, «: =1, v.

Linier Elactric Coampany, et al, 3th Judicial District Courk,
. Bapidea Parlah, Alaxandria, Li, Judge Ross Foota.

Pebruary 25, 199l: BZtate of Loulsiana v. Wast Carroll

Parish, Oak Oraove, LA, Judgs Glann Robarts.
May 30, 1993: &tate of Laonisiana v._ Went Carroll Parlish,
* Qak Grove, La, Judge Glenn Robarts.
January 30, 1989:

i T oo o O
R. Franklin, ate rm, Cosmns anicatlons an ryland

Casualty Ca., dth Judielal pistrict Coort, Ooachita

ERaz-325 5887




\ .

VITA JAMES VICKERS
BAGE 9

Farlsh, LAi.

July 24, 19863 m et al v. EZdvard Jones, 7th JcD.,
Catahoyla ¥arish, ., Judge Glenn Grieanow.

Pabroary 16, 1586 Atate of Lonialana v.m Pirat
Judictal Districkt Coonrt, Cadde Parish, Jndge n ¥, Pant.

Juns 22, 1984: _ v. Zurich Amsrlcan Inaurancs cCa.,
Boasier Parish, LA, Judge Graydan K. Kltchans,

Marzsh 12-15, 19841 State of Louisiana v. I . 2ovi-

!llth, I-!I!Vil‘l«l, LJ., J'Ilﬂg'l R.r B, Tl.'il:k, JE.

— MEMBERSAIPE
Mlasisaippl Pire Invesatigators Asmsocclatjon.
International aisaociation of Arson Investlgatars.
Nationsl Flre Protectlon Assaclation.
CERTIFICATION
Cartifiied Flrs Investigator: 3Ry tha Hizsisxippl Chapter of ths
Internatlaonal Aasoclatlon of Arzon rmrn.ltig_lturl. .
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EVIDENCE COLLECTION LOE

" cage ¢ CMSE #3948 CLIENT: -STATE FARN
DATE: 12/B/199%
vaufhcs‘q DESCRIPTION |DISPOSITION |
- @.c D, C. uﬁénn. PRAO4 ONDER LEFT FRAONT ﬂPLHDIDR COMPARTHEMN
2 COMPARTMHENT

S

ELEC., WIRING, FEOM LEFT SIDE OF KOTOR

JAMER VICKERS

COLLECTED BY
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FIRE CAUJE DETERMIMATIOH

FOR

_STATE FARN INSURANCE COMPANY
' POST OFFICE BOX 3Fal0
MERIDIAN, MZ 3913031-3818

arF

HOUSE/VENICLE FIRE
LAVRENCE PIERCE
569 PIEBRCE ROAD
COLLINAVILLE, W3

BY

RIDGELAND, MS

Ch
. CLAIM
DECEMBER 8, 19 s 135§




CONCLUSION ¢
VLOOR PLAN SRETCH:

SKETCH LEGEND: i
PHOTOGRAPH ARRANGEMENT:
RLECTRICAL ENGINEER'S REPORT:

AUTOMOBILE DAMAGE CONSULTANT'J REPORT:

PMIE NO.

48
50

EARZ-02% 38857




o - , \ . _} | _)
® - I 15 FisES, INC.

) : FIRE SERVICEY
T 218 NDUSTRIAL COVE
4 ) RIDGELAND, MISEI8S1PR] 30157
{801} B58-BG0N
{801} sos-801 8

april 29, 1996

Client: 3State Farm Insurance <o. Ee! Hguss/Auto Filres
F. 0. Box JAl0 Lavrance Blllow
Haridian, M3 33303 - 583 Plarce Road

. _ Collinaville, K%

Attn: Mr. Malcalm Hauston ; Cass 139458

} T - Claim

FIRE SCENE/VEHICLE EXAMINATION/CONCLUSTON

On Decembar 8, 1995, and again January 5, 199§, 'at your re-

quaat, I examined the referenced loss, Iin an attempt to establish

. J "y the origin and cause for the fire. Infarmation glven indircatad
- tha fire occurred December 6, 1393, around 1:00 a.m., wvith the In-

¥hile on tha Iire =cana, 1 spoks briefly with both -

I 1nformatlion given :eﬂnctnd_ as belng as-
leep in the wvestarn end of the house, and _ntr:h.'l.ng
talevizion in tha den, near the carport. _ £ixst heard
a fxylng sound, then a buraning sound and other nolses. She first
thought someona wvas breaking iln, and waa resluctant to cpsn the
door, but ahe soan opaned ths door, and sav i;.lu laft .E:_unt tire of
tl'-m Marcury, parkad in the garage, burning. ALt thi= tlse, Ehe na-
tifled her hu:ihan;:l and they both witnesazed the £ire burning around
the laft front tira, .I:I.d mder the auvtomobila, They trlaed to ax-

‘} tinguish the fire, by pouring vatar on the tire, to nc avail. Tha




il

State Farm Insurance Company Concloalon

Case 3948 April 29, 13396 Fage 3

lﬁhtantinting tha orlgin of the fire as balng near the sastarn
and of tha struoctnra. Tha Bulek and Toyota, parked 1n ths raar
¥Yard, Bﬂuthﬂlt aof the garage, canfirmad h-llt comnunicating from
the northsast, in the area of th'n garage.

in intarier i-lllll!i'tluﬂ.,_ vhere tha dsbri= wvas examined and
zemoved in the ‘garaga, ravealed that the heaviar burning occurred
in the motor 'umi:tunt of ‘I:hailh::u:r. This typa of loczlizad
“burning is associatad vith the o:igi.n of the flre. HNo avidenca
waa found to indicate the gasoline tank on the car or ths flve
gallen container ruptured.

The intarior of the structure wvaz raked, raising z3ll remain-
ing content parts, There waa sopporting svlidencs that the houss
In-s!ully furnished, with ths .normal fu:n:l‘.:h.f.ng: found in a hnn,.
incloding slectronics and Enlputlr cmlpunlntl'. During the raklng
of the debria, the slectrical cnlpnnantq ware also ralssd. l::: axX-
amipation of thems alectrical components revealed all parts of tMa
systen had bean damaged by varying degress of he-lt and flama con-
tact. Xven though damaged by the £fira, -I found na conclusive
avidance of an electrical !lill.ﬂ'.'.a vhich wuuid have caused the
fire. |
_ An exaalnation of the LP ges systam, including the tank, vis-
ible piping and appllances, vas conducted. This examination rs-

vealad the tank wvas OFF, apnd the gauga reglstersd approximatsly 70

wremwom
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Stata Faym Insurance Company canclusien
Caza #3948 April 2%, 1996 Page 2
_!u:f.ul that the ciar would expleda, laft ths garaqe and
veant davn the drivevay, to wvalt for hﬁln. Boan aftarvard, thers
vas an sxplosion arpund the garage, :au:lng'th- fire to Intenalfy.
¥hen asked, tha IJMBEE are cartain that the fire came from the
laft front portion of the Hn;cnry, and not the riding lavn mover
parkad nearby. Thera was a five gallon contalner, with approxi-
mataly ons gallon of gaselins, on tha garage floor near the right

front of the Marcury. The gasmaline tank on the Mercury had just |

bean filled with approxliastely twenty gallenms &f gaszgline. The
Mercury was purchasad as a dsmonstrator, wvith about 15,000 miies
an it, and at the time of tha Ilnss, thezre werIs approximately
70,000 milea on it. They had experienced no problems with tha au-
tomoblle, athar than having to replace an alrconditioning compres-
sor clutch back in the summer. The car vas laat drlvan approxi-
nataly one alle on the day before the Elra, and had besn parked In
the garage around 1:20 p.a., befcrs the fire. Thars vers twa oth—
&r cars, & Boick and A& Toyota, parked in the :a;: yarxrd, southwezt

af the garage, which verw latar damaged by tha fire.

An axawination of the loss clearly places this to be a total
in a structure bullt oan a conventlonal/slab foundation, with brick
exterior siding, &lusinom £:anqd vindovs, woodan doors apd a
shingled rocf. Tha hinvic: aalting to the aluminua windov frames

around the pastern end suggeated the Zlre wvas most intenoe heze,

(A



P

State Farm Insurance Company Conciusion
Casa }319448 Aapcil 29, 19%6 Fage {

parcant of capacity. Nelthar the gas furnidce O water hsatar

.':hmrld aoy svidance of fallorea to relate to the ciuse of thla

Elrw,

in thers vis clesar avidence the £ire originated wvithin ths
sotor compaztment of the Mercury, parked in the garage, wiring
s3nples ware takan along tha Isaft alde of the motor compartmant,

" as wall as l___l=ll11 motor, which had borned loose and fallen on the

concrete under the left side. Thase samples were takan for futura
potantial avidencsa.
CONCLUSION
trpan conductlng an examination of the fire zcune, and caonsld-

ering the Information furnished by I th: zs-
poxts of D:l:._ an -1.::1:::.1.:&1 anginasar, lnd_

who conducted llxan.lnnt.'l.un.: af thls losa, lt 13 oy opinlon that the
orlgin for the reaferanced fira was in tha motor compartment of the

Mercury, parked ln tha gerage. The more probablea caose for the

fire vas an elactrical £allGze, poasibly arcund tha altezrnator

tarxinal. a

' Respectfully submltted,

RE SCENE ANALYIT
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JOHN K. OWENS, PHD, FE

“Past Oftie Box 3%
Starkvills, MK 35760
Telephooe: (601) 373-3502
Fax: (601} 323-3041

Diate:

~ .
Ridgeland,

Aftertion: _ Re.: " Aummoblic Fin

B s 3542 :

Insorance Company: Stats Farm Al . PI6-002

ELECTRICAL EVALUATION

Cn Jamury 3, 1994, & tip wes mads  she COPART Salvege Yand n Fead, Misalasdppi, for the purpose
of inmpectng and evhsating the clactrical sysem in & bamed Meraxy Margols automobile. The vwehicle
was moved from Row C-133 to e front of & yend for evehuadon, The T nueber was
MM L1304-25, IR ey pxescrit and assdatexd fn the impactinn. that the
mbﬂuhnmdmmtlﬂs.pt'w 1:00 pm

The vehiclo wazs & ool bam, and the fberglans hood was bomed wway. The inspecdon of e Interlor of
the baonesd vahicle indicared dug e fire came fmm te eogins comparment.  The dash bad collapssd
away from the fine wall of the veldale, Molied copper widing was noled In the intedor and in the eogine
conmparteenty,  In the engine cogparmeny intow binkeg of metal in the diver’s side wheel wall wes

nosed, EMMWhhthﬁmmmJ
and ltx motor osounted. had collacted the compresar momr and 2 mmmber of other

mfmhmuﬂlhﬂﬂdumnunﬁul. lﬂs.qdddhendﬁnmhunhnﬁm.

On Jarmar 22, 1994, the compossr-motor, jdentified g3 Sampio lg_wueﬂlﬂhd. The end plate wa
remerved from the compresr, md it was found ot mebed sl (froen - compresscr cylinder) was
paaddled in the botiomn of the crankoxs. The motor wap soparated from i homsing and ipspection failad
to reveal any pre-flic falloe o the motor. Enpection of the motor-comproasac did not Indicae tat the
motor was powered wien it was bomad.  Packuged with Sumple | in srpacate bags wem a screen, a small
DC motor, & soleacid and comumic sobwtrase, Al off dee itrms were victios of the fioe. Alw, Sample
| incinded 2 bag of omitedTeed copper wie, which indicasss the high temperature in the ongine
compastent. ;

Thi report ks ferplsherd i Jome Vickers Easrprivs xad becowse the property therf,
Radesna of this reaport 1a any other infivideel or sguocy b salely te respassibilly of
' Jome Vickers Enierpriss.



im&dmﬂMMMﬁﬁhmmaHWﬁﬁmndl
solenaid. All of thees iters were victime of tha fira.

CONCLUSION

Adfver 3 close isspection of tha bumed vahicls snd pamplas from the bured vehicls, it i my profassonal
opirios thet thare ix no evidence which concladvaly indicsten the igtdtion soorce of the e wes essoclamd
with the elacirical symtem. The damage o 0 extermive that evidence: of slectical mvovenent conld

have been obwoted by dea fire

r&f&ﬂ«-

Jobn K. Owens, PA D, PE,
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