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DES&RIPTIDN
Country of Origin
Manufacturer
Vehicle Typa
Groma Vehilcle Walght
Seriee
zngine
Check Digit
Yoar
Asgenly Plant

Ssquence Nunmbar

N MEANING
'ONTTED STATES
PORD: FORD
TRUCE
6,001 - 7,000 GVWR EYDRAULIC
P150 4X4 STUPER CAB STYLESIDE
S.4L EFI-SQHC(W! V8/10.0L CUM.L-1D
{HECK DIGIT VALID
1997
NORFOLK, VA
IN RANGE
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VIN indlicates a 15957 FORD F150 4X4 BUFER CRE ETYLESIDE
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CHARLIE MILLER
P. 0. Box %%
Marigold, MS 387590099
(662) T48-2329
(662) 7482527 (Pux)
Tune 18, 2002 Page l of 2
Dennls Welck
Farm Burean
P. 0. Box 780
Batesville MS 33606
RE: icy M
’ VIN: IFTEX1 Date of Loss: 6/4/02
Dear Mr. Welch: '

The following report is based on infbrnation obtzined doring my mupeotion of the

subject vahials and intervieor with the owner on June 11, 2002 The vehicls wes Iocated
8t Davis Prrow on Livton Road neer Skene, MS. Tha velticle had not bean moved since
the fire which had beppened & week serlier. The owner of the truok steted ha lhad driven

the track i work on the morming of the fire arriving at the ferm headquarters at

apgwondmmtaly 530 AM. The track waa left vonttended until appeoximately 1:30 P M,
when a Indy in a nearby house heard noises coming from the trock and ssw smoke
coming fom the vehicle. The driver of the truck was contacted and along with another
worker, attempind to extinguish the fire with sevem] fire extinguishers, After the Om
exiinguishers were sxbensted the fire was extinguished with s large portalilo weter tank
usad w fill chamioal tanky on the fem tactora. The ownex of the trock sated et when
bs first Acrived &t the soene of the fire, he saw fames coming through the hood of the
track on the driver”s sids. I was told by the driver that he had no recant problems with
the truck and-everyihing opersied properly on the truck with the exseption of the amiss
control thet had stopped working several weeks earlier P

The mubject velricle is 8 1997 F-150 XLT 4-Wheel Deive built in Jauary 1997. Burn
patterns on the vehicls clearly show the fire started on the loft slde of the engine -
The hood i meltad on the laft end resr portion with the ddght side aud the
front portion remedning. (See Photos Roll 1, Framias £ and 5.) The left front tire was
partially melied by the fire (Ses Photos Roll 1, Frames 7 wnd B) while the right fromt s
well s nll othex tires were undemaged, (See Photoa Roll I, Frames 1,2 and 3.) The
groatest heat darage in the engine compartment was in an ates on the k&t side near the
Brake Bocater and Master Cylinder. (See Photoz Roll 1, Fraune 8 through Frame 14.)
Electrioa] componants Incated in this area recetving full time 12 Volis include the Fower

n
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" callad the Brake Preasars Switch. The Power Distributlon Box and Cruiss Sarve were

parify melted by the fire. (See Photos Roll I, Frames 17, 15 and 19.) There waa no
umsnal weeing or melting noted oo sither of thass components or the relays locatad in the
Power Distrlbution Box. ‘The and of the ahimimum Brake Master Cylinder, located In the
area of the grestest beat had meliad and fillen modernesih the truek, (See Photo Roll 1,
Frauma 12, 13, 14 and 15.) The end of the Master Cylinder and the Brake Presscere Switch
were located on the gronnd undarneath the truck just inside the left Sont tire. The Brake
Preagure Switoh wes fhund separated fram the end of the Master Cylinder. The switch
waa seperated with the switch body located saveral inches from the base of the mwiich.
The aluminum ring used to comact the switeh housing to the base was not fhund nor
were the wire terminals leding o the switch. The Master Cylmder exd upd Brakes
Prossare Switch perts were removed Fom undernexth the track, photegmphed and taken

" to my offioe for further anatynis, (Se¢ Photos Roll 1, Frame 20, 21,22 and 23.)

Examination of the Brake Pressure Switoh revealed extreme heat fram eloctrical sroing
Inside the swiich body. The electrical contacts immlde the switch body were malted and
beaded. (See Phoios Roll 2, Frume 13, 14, 15, 16, 17 and 23.) Some of the melied
switch components were sl attached msids the body and aeveral simall picces were
locme, {See Fhoto Roll 2, Prame 17.) The metal cop located on the top of the Hexport of
the switch was seversly carroded aod showed slgns of slectcical arching. (Sen Photos
Fall 2, Frame: 7, 9 md 24.) This corrosion on the cup of the swhch 1s wn indication the ,

" Kapton Seals inside the Hesxport had fhiled before the fire allowing brake fluid to enter

the switch body and corrode the switch parts and the cop. After careflully removing the
lower crimp ring of the cup the Hexport wes rernoved fom the cup allowing examination
of the three (3) Kapton Semls. The soals were found to be brokeen through all fhres lxyers
in an aren commonly referred to as the edge of the texrdrop. (Sse Photos Roll 1, Frames
18,21 and 22.) This seal fadhire i congatent with ssal faliures T have seen in other Brale
Pressure Switches that I huve examined. Based cn the length of timwe the vehicle was
pazked, ths drivess statemest of the inoperative Cruiss Comtrol and the overwhelming
nﬂamuﬁmdmﬁnﬁaﬂnh?rmﬂmhnnmypmnﬁ:hmnmhuf
an electrical shert of the Brake Presmure Switch.

Hlmhdwmhmhﬁlmﬁu,wmmﬂm.ﬁ. -
Sincerely, | .,_
Charlie Miller

CMijm

Enclomures (Rolks 1 & 2, Inv. 466)
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VINpaplet (R

{c] by NICB

08-22-2002

Vergicn 1.18

1531

Law Enforcamernt Editlon

vIN:1FTEFLLNL S

DESCRIFTION
Country of Origin
Manufacturar
Vehicle Typa
Grogs Vehicls Welght
Serles
Engine
Check Digit
Tear

Assembly Plant

Saguence MNumbsr

MEANING
URITED STATRES
FORD FCRD

TRUCK

5,001 - 7,000 GVWR HYD

F BERIES F15Q 4X4 PICKUP-RE3. CAB
EJBL EEI V-8

CHECK DIGIT VALID

1985

WAYNE, MI

IN RANGE

khbkwdkndhhkrr TIN FPamspad Teat +vtbkdddddar

VIN indlcates a 1955 FORD F SERIES F150 4F4 PICEKUF-REG. CAB

{c) by NICE, 18%1
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2:168711 BM -
-¥I¥asaist (R} Verslon 1.15
. ' : (e} by NICR 1951
Law Enforcemmnt Edition
VIN: LFMEUL SHES LI
DIGIT DESCRIPTION MEAMING
1 Country of Origin ‘UNITED eTATES
F Manufacturar FORD FORD
M Vabhlcle Type MULTI PURPOSE VEHICLE
E Groee Vehlcle Welght 8,001 - 7,000 GVWR HYD
© o U1s Series BRONCO 4X4
N . Enq}nl 5.0L EFI v-4
Ccheck Ligitc CHECE DIGIT VALID
g Year 1885
' . Assembly Plant HAYNE, Ml
I Bsguance Humber IN RANGE

dhkihkhdurid UIN Dagamd Tagt Wrekvdhdwdve
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VIN indicates a 1555 FORD EEP&CO 4 X4

(e} by NICE, 1931
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