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VIN:LLNLMB1WINYE72735
DESCRIETION MERNING
' Country of Origin ‘tNITED STATES .
Man:factursr LINC LINCOLN
Vehicle Type LINCOLN PRSSENGER CAR
Restraint Systen ACT.BELTS (ALL) W/AIR BAGS (FRONT)
Line ' PASSENGER CAR
Scdy Style ' TOWN CAR BASE/EXECUTIVE 4 DR SEDAN
Engine 4.6L EPI va o
Check Digit CHECK DIGIT VALID
Year 1992
Asmanbly Plant WIXOM, MI
Soquence Nunbar I¥ RANGE
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VIN indicatss a 1392 LINCOLN TOWN CAR BASE/REBCUTIVE 4 DR SEDAN

{e) by NICH, ;.!51
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Pntlalh O aunty Fire - rvices

FRiD INGIDENT NG [EXPNG | WO [ DAY | YR | DAY OF WEEK | ALARM TiME
04405 | 99-108324 00 | 03| 17 | 98 | Wednesday 4| 183800

NARRATVE

024 RESPONDED TO A SIGNAL 10-¥. ENROUTE DISPATCHED THE CALL AND REVISED IT TO A
SIGNAL 10-D. UPON ARRIVAL (124 GAME UPON A WELL INVOLVED VEHICLE FIRE THAT WAS 3MTING
VERY CLOSE TO THE DWELLING. Q24 INFORMED RADIO THAT THEY HAD A WELL INVOLYED
VEHICLE AND NDT A DWELLING, AND CANCELLED ALL OTHER RESPONDING APPARATUS. Q24
UBED 150" OF $ 34" HOSELINE TO EXTINGUISH FIRE LOCATED IN THE ENGINE COMPARTMENT. Q24
ALBO APPLIED WATER 7O FRONT FASCIA OF TANELLING, WHERE THE MEAT TRANSFER FROM THE
VEHICLE STARTED 7D BLIATER THE PAINT ON THE HOUSE. 024 ALSO EXTINGUISHED BRUSH
SURROUNDING VEHIGLE. VEHICLE OWNER WAS ALSO THE HOMEOWNER AND WAS INSURED FOR
BOTH. GWNERS VEHICLE WAS INSURED WITH GBICO Ii!iiﬂﬂE co., POL I33UED
3-28-94 AND EXPIRES 1-28-93. VEHICLE MLNLME1WSE ERS HOME & INSURED WITH
NATIONWIDE INSURANCE COMPANY. POLICYS DVISED OWNER THAT REFPORT
COULD BE CETAINEDR FROM HEADQUARTERS [N AFPROX. 5 BUSINESS DAYS.
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FIRE LOSS REPORT
' S48+ County Flre Sarvices

FOW INGIOENT NO [EXF ND | MO [ DAY | YR | DAY OF WEER, | ALAAM TIME
44405 25108324 o0 03| 17| 08 ] Wednenday 4| 1538:00
BUILOINGS VEHCLES EONTENTS TOTAL
ESTIMATED LOSS 0 12,000 0 12,000
ESTRIATED VALUM ] 12,000 0 12,800
IR LIMED AMOUNT o ) o 0
SETTLEMENT AMOUNT 0 o o 0
INSLURANCE WFORMATION
BUILOINGS AND CONTENTS... VIDRCLAS..
CLIMRANY: COMPANY: GEICD [NS
AGENCY: AGENCY:
CONTACT: | cowracT:
PHONE: PHONE:
I
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" VINaselet(R) Version 1.15
(e) by BICR 1991

Law Enforcament Editicn

VIN: 1LNLM83WSNY707552

DIGIT DEECRIPTION MEANING

e Country of Origin ONITED STATES

L Manufacturar LINC  LINCOLN

N Vehicle Type LINCOLM PABSENGER CAR

L Ragtralnt Syetaem ACT.BELTS (ALL] W/AIR BAGS (FRONT)
M Line PASSEMGER CAR

B3 Body Styla TOWN CAR CARTIER & DR SEDAN
W EBngine 4.6L EFI VB

Chacsk Digie CHECK DIGIT VALID

a Year 1992

¥ Assembly Plant WIioM, MI

7075532 Esquance Number IN RANGE

krkdhkkdkdrkd YIN Pagged Teat wedkdwkwiddd

&

VIN indicates a 1992 LINCOLN TOWN CAR CARTIER 4 DR SEDAN

{c} by NICB, 1991
J
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Phaotograph #36 - View of the vehicle belng lcaded on the flat-bad wrecker
.hotograph #37- - Another view showing well defined bum on the hood.
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First Choice Investigations
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. | PhonefFax (940) 321-2231

3 Whinpeding Clecle lckary Craak, TX 75085
Emall: wingdudagairmeil.net Mobils 840 36T-0828

' First Choica investigations

Taxas Llcansa A-DBS12

REPORT TO

Shana Khashbin
Butrus, Kheshbin & Wilson, L.L.P.
38625 North Hall Street. Suite 740
Dallas, TX 75218

deede S drd v e B e e A e e ey e de e e e iy

House Fire

o

Dats of Loes: January 4, 2000
Report by: Don Kaflett
F.C.l Flle # 2K-001

Report Date: Fabruary 18, 2000
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® | | " CONGLUSION

The January 4, 2000 fire in thel I residence originatsd In the engine compartment
of a 1992 Lincoln Town Car.parked In the garage. It appears to be related to a
problem involving the speed control deactivation switch. The swilch problems are

_ identffied and described in information providad through the National Highway Tratfic
Safety Adminlstration {NHTSA) Campalgn 1D #99V124000,

EVIDENCE

Buring this investigation evidence was secured and is being stored at the facilities of
Insurance Auto Auctlen, Ine., located at 4226 E. Main Strest in Grand Prairie, TX
75050, under thelr stock number 1298. The vehicle has been shrink wrapped for c

protection and preservation of evidence,
DISCUSSION

4n investigation was made to determine the cause of a fira that occurred on January

4,.2000 invelving the single family residence of end 5 well as
.hmr vehicla which was parked in the garage =t the time. The dwelling |s addressed as
rrant Gounty, Texas, The involved vehicle is

identified as a 4992 Lincoin Town Car, VIN 1LNLM83WSN and Texas licanse

The dwelling Is of wood construction with brick veneer exterior wall covering, pler &
beam foundation and composition asphalt roafing. Orientation of the dwelling Is north.

According to information obtained from thelIIN the- vehicle had been used
throughout the day and had been parked approximately 2 ho afars the onset of
the fire. They had sxperianced no problems with the vahicle. Iso stated
they had recelved a recall notice on the vehicle about a problem with the crulse control
and had taken the vehicle to thelr [ocal Lincoln/Mercury dealership for repair.

states she was fold the replacement parts were not yet available and watched
as a techniclan cdid something at the left fender of tha vehlcla. She was then told her
crulse control system had bean disconnected ard was now safe. She would be -
notified when to bring the vehicte back for repair.

"I t2t=d he was sitling in his easy chair watching television when e heard a
ioise in the garage. He opened the door and was met by-a cloud of haavy, black
smoke. His first action was to hit the button to open the garage door which bagan to

ERb2-023-h #4B7
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-open but failed. He gmbbed the telephons, dialed 911 then they left the dwelling to

"' awalt the fire depertment

T
| .
.

My initial fire scene examination on January 8, 2000 found heavy heat and smoke
ventilation from the garage door area on the north side of the dwelling, smoke
ventilation all around the eaves and attic space vents on the east and west ends of the
roof and 2 areas of roof ventilation.

Natural gas sarvice to the dwslling was metered from the east end. The metering
device was slili pregent. Elactrical service to the dwelling was metsred from the south
side. The metering device had been removed. Examination of the extemal distribution
panel found 1-20 amp. circuit breaker In the “tripped” position. Thera was no avidence
of excessive heating at the panel. It was also noted that a portion of the south side of
the dwelling had been enlarged at some unknown ﬁme.hteted this addition
had already besn done when he purchased the dwealling. '

Interior examination found the only fire damege was at the doorway leading info the
garage area which had surfaca fire damage at the upper regions of the door. All other
damages Inside the Interlor were from salvage and overhaul operations by the firs
department to ensure there was no fire spread. Sections of the ceiling In each room
nad baen removed to allow Inspection and to reveal the extent of fire damage through

“the attic space.

Examination in the garage arsa found heavy fire damage threugheut with the heaviest
belng directly above the engine compartment of the vehicle parked in the garage.
Closer examinaticn of the vehicle found heavy damage on the left side of the hood and
the [eft front fender. The windshleld had broken inward, filling the vehicla with
[nsulation materlals from the attic space. No immediate evidence of wire harness
failura was noted at this ime. There wera several amall spots on the Inner ledge of
the left fender which did appear to be cause by arc flashing. Examination of the
interior fuse panal! found 2 fuses "blown". These were identifled as #12 {15 amp.) &

- #17 (10 amp.). No explanation as to system coverage was found on the panel cover.

Examination of the only elactrical apptiance In use in the garage found the power cord
intact, with no evidenca of fire causation.

During the course of this examination my initial ciient M. informad me the
loss had been turned over to Ms. Cherly St Thomas from the Austin, Texas office, |

. telephoned Ms. 5t. Thomas and learned she would be at the joss erte the next day. |

.-advised her ,since the vehicle was insured through another company, | was prevented
‘fom removing anything from the vehicie which might harm her potential for
subrogation. She agread and stated the proper department and attorneys had elreedy
bean notified.

Eniz-025-4 8488
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. - Photographs of the vehicle and dwelling wera taken and | retumed to my uﬂ' ice. While

!

anroute | visited a LGcnlm‘Mernury dealership to identify which fusas were labaled #12
% #17. Fuse #12 controls the cruise control deactivation switch and brake lights while
#17 controls the keyless entry in the door panels. | was also informed the proper
procedure to repder the cruise conirol daactivation switch Inoperative was to unplug
tha power hamess at the switch, wrap it with non-conductive tape and zip fie k away
from grounded metal. The technician, who asked not to be named, stated he knows of
nothing done at the fandar which would discontinue power to the problem switch.

| was contacted by Mr. Shane Khoshbln, Butrus, Khoshbin & Wilsan, L.L.P., and |
informed he was handling the case for Ms, St Themas. On January 7,2000 |
recejved instructions from Mr. Khoshbin, via fax, that an inspaction date had been set
whera all partles concemed could examine the vehidde. This date was Janhuary 14,

2000 at 10:00 AM.

On the appointed day | retumed to the fire scene. Also present were: Eric Kacin,

~ Special Investigations Unit for Old American Insurance Company whe insurad the
vehicla; Larry Helton with Newell Investigative Services, Inc. in Gainssville, GA
representing Ford; Dick Langran with Travelers Insurance Company representing the
Lincoln/Mercury dealership; Shane Khoshbin and asslstant Andy, Bill Stanfield, an
ndependent Elactrical and Mschanical Engineer hired by myself under the
authorization of Mr. Khoshbin and the home owners nd

The only difference noted in the fire scene from my previous visil was the garage door
had been sscured with shaets of plywood and a [arge portion of the parsonal
belongings inside the dwelling had been removed for cleaning and storage.

With the aid of Mr, Langran, the plywood sheeting was removed from the door and the
garage door ralsed to aliow additional lighting and easy access. From this point on |
was mainly in the "observation™ mode. .As the other investigators and englneers
examined the vehicle, It was apparent from pleces of overheard conversations, Mr.
Helton was dalightad to find the vehicle still intact. Sewsral parts aasociated with the
cruise control system of the vahicle were recovered, photographed and placed In the
vahicle for future examination. At one polnt Mr. Helton was over-heard telling Mr.-
Langran tha powsr wires to the deactivation switch wera still connected and i did
appear to be the causa of the fire.

After this phase of the vehicle examination was Enmplatad a wrecker was sacured to
. taka the vehicla to insurance" Auto Auction, Inc. (e described above) for starage. The

% tehicla was picked up by a flat-bed wrecker from Hesters under IAAI Invoice #411-

10001298. | telephoned JAAI the next moming to verify the vehicle had been
delivered, varified it had been coverad with shrink wrap and received the atnck
number. | again verified this information on February 17, 2000,
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*_.During this phase of the Investigation and vehlcle examination | noted there were no
. ! private” huddies batween the two investigators representing Ford and the local
. ¢ <eéalership, Their conversations gave the appearanca they were in agreemant the fire
originated In the engine compartment and was initfated by a problem with the suspect
switch. In fact, Mr. Helton stated Ford recognizes there is 8 problem with this switch
and has been unable to detarmina why it is failing.

To daia ) have found no other explainable cause for this fire.

Lo Al

Dan Kellstt

ERA2-013-R B9
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XINamsimt (R) Varaien 1.15

. _ (¢) by NICB 1991

Law Enforcemsnt Edition

VIN: ZMECM74RSNX714559

DIGIT DESCRIFTION MEANING
2 Country of Origin ‘camapa
M Manufacturar MERC  MERCURY
E Vahicle Type PASSENGER CAR
C Roeatraint System AIR BAG & ACTIVE BELTS
M Line _ PFASSENGER CAR
74 Body Stylas GRAND MARQUIS GE ¢ DR SEDAN
H Engine 4.6L V8 BFI
5 Check Digit CHECK DIGIT VALID
Yaar 1382
. X Aasepbly Plant T, THOMAS : TALBOTVILLE, ONT. CANADA
714559 Samanss Number IN RANGE

dhkdbrkkwhadd VIN Pagamd Tegt eedddrddrddd

o
VIN indicates a 1992 MERCURY GRAND MARQUIS GS 4 DR SEDAN

-l

{c} by NICB, 1891
f
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RECQRDING OF FIRE [NCIDENT DATA
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" MOTOR VEHICLE
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‘West Manates Fire District Caze #990260
Naative By Inspector MarkFultz :

At 16:19 hours on 3/18/99, I reapondad tRSTNINEENNNNN fo: = raported structure
firs. Upon arriviog on seane Weat Manutee crews extinguishing a Sre in the
EAMEe MEL ARer the fire was extinguished and scene way secured
I started mmy bvegtianrion. Ingide the saruge area revealed mont of thy firg danage with
smoke damage twoughoot the rempining purt of the house, Damage ingids thy garage o
was most severe where two vehiclo were parked.  OF the two vehlcle involved the ose
parked on the laft hand side coming into the garage from the driveway had the most fire
demage, Which wys later revegled to be & 1992 Mercury Grand Maggyiy, Furthyr
MWQHMMMWIIMMWW;M@WH#WWM
compartmant. Alsonoted the hood was completely destroyed. The crigin of the firs has
been determined ta ba the sngine compartment of the lmMnrqurudMurqm The
mwafthqﬁrwiwm‘bhdwmnlm
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Witness Statement

DOB
Do: S

Bradeston, Fl,

Stoternent taken by: Inspector Ful

I :t=tcd he was in is garage when he thought hie heard a car alarm going off Once he
went cutside notice his peighbor and his wife standing outyide their garage,
At thiz time smoke was coming the garage area. Steve than wssisted

with a garden hose in trylng to sxtinguishes the firs, - By ths time they got the hose the
fire had inereased from under the kood of the Grand Marquis. They then tried to douse -
the fire 2 %ide window but were ymable to. R aiso stated his daughter was
wilking by when she haard 2 loud pop coming from the garage about
wight minutes prior to the fire, End of stetement.
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Witnass Statement

E——
Do
2

Bradeaton,
Owmer of the bouss

ora firs started

Statenent taken by Inapector Fultz

he wes inside his houss when be heard a loud popping aolse coming from the
garage ares, ' He then open the door to the garage only to find fire coming from
underneath the engine eompartment. At this time agid he grabbied the keys to his
other car to try to move it. By the time he got back & area the Grs wae out of
control. At this time|ll 104 his neighbar ed to put the fire out
through a side window with no avail. Also ealind 911. :
_Btated that no repairs had been dons to the cer and that it was running find, Stalement
was taken an 3/24/99 aod of statement.










98-15-2002

2:50:29 PM .
-VINagaist (R} Version 1.15
(¢} by NICB 1891
law Enforgement Edition
VIN:1LNLMBLNLNY&S65397
DIGIT DESCRIPTION MEANING
1 Country of Origin "UNITED gTATES
L Manufacourer LINC LINCOLN
N vehicle Type LINCOLN PASSENGER CAR
L Raptralnt Syatem ACT.BELTS (ALL) W/AIR BAGS {FRONT)
M Line EASEEMGER CAR
81 Bedy Style . TOWN CRR EBASE/EXECUTIVE 4 DR SEDAN
W Bnglne 4.8L EFI Ve
1 ;hack Digit CHECK, DIGIT VALID
B Yaar 1932
¥ Ragenbly Plant WIXCM, M1
6E£5397 Sequance Numbar IN RANOE

dkkdktddwkkkk YVIN Fasnad Test Sdkkdkxdddddr

F

VIN indicates a 1952 LINCOLN TOWN CAR BASE/EXECUTIVE 4 DR SEDAN

{c] by NICB, 1591
£
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ROLL # 8083
NEG # 12

AQOLL # 8082
NEG # 18
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ROLL # 8082
NEG # 20

ROLL # 8081
NEG # 71



