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Q. Okay. &And Mr. Pease suggested this to

your team; is that right?

- Yes, he did.

2. Okay. Did you and your team lock into
thim? *

A, Yeas, we &id.

o. Okay. 4And what did you detarmine?

A. We determined that there wasn't a bushing

the mize that would be naecesmary to fit into the
package of the Town Car, Crown Vi¢, Grand Marquis.
It wasn't & material that was suitable for that and
that fhis would alec introduce a new leak path out
of the brake system that would petentilzlly cause =
customer to lose hig braking alteogether.
. Q. Explaia that te ma. How would 1t have a

new leak path out of the brake system?

A, There's an additicnal jcint that this
would create in the plumbing ¢f the brake eyatem.

Q. You would screw thﬁ'hux pert into
something that would then be screwed intc something
else?

A. féa.

Q. And that would bea an additional vonnection

of the switch te Ehe brake fluid in the line?

A That would be an additicnal connection
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that could be pusceptible to leakage.
Q. And did you determine that the isolaticon
would be sufficient to eliminate the risk of fire?
A, We did not go that far heczuse, again, we
couldn*t even find a deseign that would fit inte this
that would work.
Q. And who on you Leam wag reaponsgible fFor
tracking this down?
A. We actually went back to Mr. Fease and

asked for that.

Q. You agked for what?
A. If he had any ideas of how he would do
Lhat.
0. And --
i A. Ideag are easy to coma up with, but

implementing them you are not necedgarily sc simple.

0. hid you do that yourself --

A. Yes, I did.

Q. -- or d4id snmahndy.un your team d¢ that?
A, I did that.

Q. And did -- was Mr. Pease able to-.come with

up with anything?
A. No, ha wan.nat.
ﬂ(-

NMR. FEENEY: How about 8 little
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break .

ME. MAYER: Absolutely.

THE VIDEOGRAPHER: QOff the record,
2:47:22.

(Recess takan.)

(Exhibit Boe. 39 marked.}

THE VIDEQGRAPHER: Back on the
record, 3:068:2%. _ _ |

Q. Mr. Porter, I hand you something that's

been marked Exhibit 3%. And it locks like a copy of
a schematle that was faxed te you on March the 22nd.

Do you recall receiving thie?

A, Yeasg.

Q. Who was the sender?

A, A fellow named Gary Flohr.

Q. okay. And this is Building SRL. 1Is this

person with Pord?

A, Yas.

0. And what 1s thia déﬂumant?

A. It looks tc be & bypass, the brake
preasuras switch current -- What's he got here.

Brake switch bypasa controcl.
a. And there's somathing at the bottom right:
Micrasm Corperaticen, 20 Fairbanks, IrvinE;_

Califernia. Do you wee that?

AAA COURT REPCRTERS 713 466-9315
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1 I A. Yeg.
. 2 Q. All right. 1Is -- Was that an outside
3 compahy that yvou have assistling in this I

4 inveatigation?

5 A. No, it was not.

5 Q. Okay. Do you know what that -- why that'sa
7 on the décument.

8 A, I believe thay're the onea who drew the

9 echematic, E

10 . Pid Mr. Gary Flohr work for them?
11 a, No, he did not. We just sald he worked

12 for Ford.

13 . Q. Ch, I'm sarry. Do you know how he got
. 14 involved, how the MicroS Corporation got involved?

15 " A. I don't know thaf they were lnvolved.

16 Q. Is this a schematic for a veﬁicle that was

17 in production by Ford Motor Company?

18 A, No, it 1e not.

19 : Q. And what uge did you make of thq schamatic
20 when you.racai#ed 1c?

21 A. I leoked at it and I gald, thia 1s

22 |something these that's not trivial; we'rs not going

23 to be able tc just drop it into the brake pressure

24 awitch toc resolve the l1asaue.

12788

25 Q. And what did you do with it after that?
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1 | A. Got filed.
. 2 Q. Did you prowvide it to anybody at Visteon?
3 A No, wa did not.
4 Q. Did you send it to Texas Insbtruments?
g A Ko, we did not.
& . Did you send it to anybody at Ford in the
7 electrical area? ;
| A. I am in the electrical area. .i
8 Q. Did you send it ko anyhaéy cther than your

10 file cabinat,

11 A WHa .
12 G. Why did you just put it in your file
13 cabinet and net pursue it -any further?
. | 14 A. Because the timing that would be in'.r.olved

15 in implementing this kind of clxcultry was well

i6 bPeycnd anything that could be considered to be a

i7 guick response to our customere so thay could meet
18 thelr desif;a to have safe vehicles that didn't

19 catch fire and met the requiiements that they weras
Z0 axpackbting. |

21 Q. ﬁns thera anything about the diagramtth&t

22 vYou Saw when you received it that you thought was

23 net accurate?
24 A. I could not analyzas this circuits without
28 looking at it cloasely. Accuracy is neot -a point. g

AARA COQURT REPORTERS 713 465-5325
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Q. And prier -- am I correct that you have

not had an opportunity to look at it closely to

|analyze 1t7?

A Correck.
Q. When was the declaion made by Ford to
recall vehiclesa at igsue in this case?

A. I den't racall tha exact date.

2. Was it in April ur-was it in May?

A. Can you tell me ;hat data the recall was
anncounced?

Q. I think it was anncunced like May 1l4th of

the "year 199%.
A. Then it would've Laeen in May.
Q. Were you involved in that decisicn,

Mr. Porter?

A. I was presant at the -- the meeting whare
that was -- daﬁisiun vas mads.

c. Waa that a Technical Reviaw Committee
mesting?

A. I don't know if that's the description of

what that meeting was,. .

Q; Why don't you take your c;lendar out for
the month of May, 195§ and identify the meeting
where you balieve the decirsion was made to recall

the vehiclesa?

AAA COURT REPORTERS 713 466-%325
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. 1 ; A. I believe that 1t would bea identified
2 on -- on my calendar a8 a technical review on
3 Thursday, May 6th.
4 Q. Take that highlighter and juast highlight

g it for yas, "if you will.

& A. (Wictneas complies.)
7 : (Exhibit No. 40 marked.)
B . Let me hand you what'as been marked as

9 Exhibit 40 and ask you if this appears to vou to be

10 Mr. Donovan's algnaturea on the £irst paga?

11 A. I don't know what that is,

12 Q. Okay. Have you aver seen his slgnature?
. ' 13 A. I can't say thkat I have.

14 Q. As Ford'a repreaentativ? here today, are

i5 you able to say whethar or not that wasg something
ile that was signed by Ferd personnal?

17 A, I'm not sure that that's a Rignature.

18 Q. If you £lip the page there's two other --

19 what appear to me to be signatures. DO you

20 recognize aithar nne_df thome signatures?
21 A, No, I don't. :
22 Q. Hoﬁ, this document is a draft of a Field
23 Review Committee maating == I'm sorry -- Fleld
24 Review Committee, a 14-D date with -- dated May 3rd,
. 25 199%; ig that right?

' "AARA COUORT REPORTERS 713 466-39325
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A, Yeasa.

c. Okay. Have you seen this document before
today? o

A, ¥ea, I have.

Q. And there are acme handwriting on the
documenk correcting varioue things. For examplé, if
vou lock at Page 2 of fha document -- Page 3, are

those yuﬁr edita?

A. I didn't write fhuse in, no.

Q. Do you know whoee that -- thoge are?

A, No, I do not.

Q. Did you at all edit this decument in froat
of us, Exhibit -- I'm sorry. Would you flip back te
the firstc page? -

A .Exhihit_dn?

d. Exhibit 40D.

A. I'm not sure exactly what you mean by, did
I edite thia document.

2. Did fou suggest anf of tha changews that

are made to his documents?

A. I b&lieve I d4i4d.

2. ckay. R Which are the onesa that yocu
Euggestad? |

A. I believe I waa 1n agresment with changing

the name of the device that's refarred to throughout

AAA COURT REPORTERSE 7131 466-932Z5
9597 Jones Road, No. 363, Houston, Texas 77065
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1 the decuments from brake pressure awitch to speed
. 2 control deactivation.switch.
3 a. Okay. And who asked you whebther you

4 agreed with that change?

5 A. I'm not asure.

& Q. Was 1t somebody else at Ford that was

7 doing the editing and they called yosu te say, did
8 you have a preblem if thef made these changea?

.5 A I den't recall 1If cthat'a exactly what

1o happened ar not.

11 Q. Tell me what” you do recall about how

12 that --

13 A, I recall that there was a dliscusslon along
. 14 those lines. There was also a discussilon that

15 gaid -- such ae.the -- the ﬁeader on these were arl

16 '92, '93 Town Cara -- whare as a fact, wa were alsn

17 including the Crown Vig, drand Harquia.

18 Q. Where did this discussion ococur? Did it
1% occur at a tachnical review ﬁeeting?

20 a. I den't recail.

23 Q. Let me hand you what's -- I will mark.

22 |This is Exhibit £1.

23 {Exhibit No. 41 marked.)

24 Q. Were there any cother changes in the

25 documant that you believe that you aither agreed

: AAA COURT REPORTERS 713 466-3325
' . 9597 Jonesa Road, No. 363, Houston, Texas 77065
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wlth or were consulted about?

A, Given that thia -- the production of this
documant was part of the responsibility cof my group,
I would say that all of the changes were sométhing
that I was ‘agreeing with and!a; congulted on.

Q. Okay. Now., 1f you look at the second page
of the exhibit at the botteom it sayes, Mote: Both
slgnaturea ars required prior to review by the Field
Review Committee. Did I read that right?

A. Yens.

qQ. Okay. And is thea document that you have,
Exhibilt 40, second page of Exhibit 40, dees it
contalin the signature of the Vehicle Line Director,
the Vehicle Center Engineering Director, as far a=
you know?

AL That's what's representad there.

. And why -- why are both signatures
fequired prlier to Teviaw h?'thn Field Review
Committeh, Mr. Portar?

A, I'm not sura why that is.

Q- Do yuu'think,nne reascnh is so that when it
goeg to the Pleld Review Committea, they know that
the Vehicle Lina Direﬁtur haa signed off on 1t and
the Vehicle Canter Engineering Dirsctor has signed

off on 1t?

ARA COURT REPORTERS 713 466-59325
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A. I'm not sure why the procedure would be
set that way.
2. You don't -+ No one's ever discussed thar

with you and you don't have any idea?

A. No one's ever dimcovered that with me,
g. Do you have any idea?

A, I have na idean.

0. Who 1s the persmon éhat actually authored

Exhibit 402

A. Can you define "suthoregn?

Q. Yeah. Who ia the person that was
ramsponsible for putting this draft together and
getting ic signed ¢ff on by the Vehicle Line
Director and the Vehicla Center Engineering Director

in-Hay of 199397

A. Thoase are two difference questicns.

Q. Okay.

A. 1 wnnlrenpnnaihla for having 1t authored.
Q. okay.

A. I belisve Joe Neme was taking it to the

Vehicle Lina Dirﬁctur.,

Q. And Jos Nems was on your group? He was in
yaur grnuﬁ? |

aA. Yes.

. You were responaible for ths author of the

AAR COURT REPORTERS 713 466-9325
9597 Jonea Road, No. 3163, Houston, Texas 77065
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|report, Joe Neme took it to the Vehicle Line

Director. Who took it to the vehlecle Center
Engineering Director?

A I believe Jce Neme would've done that
also.

Q. And Mr. Neme would've not taken this
documant to either one Ef these individuale unlegs
he had full confidence in it, correct, salr?

A, I can't answer that question.

Q. Wall} you wouldn't have let him, ae a
membar of your team, tédke this to pecple and sign
cff on 1t unless you had full confidence in it,
correct, Mr. Porter?

A, At the time that this was signed off, I
did believe what was written here, yes.

0. All right. Aand you felt that on May the
3rd of 1599, this wam what you wanted; the Vehicle
Line Diractor and the Vehigle Center Eangineering
Diractor to review and sign ﬁff on?

A. Thar's correct.

o. And yﬁﬁ represented to them that this was
what -~ based on your infn;matinn. wag your ﬁeat
cpiniona, aﬁalysia af the data that you had been
spending monthe studying?

A. That's -- Basad e¢n the information we had

ARA COURT REPFPORTERS 713 466-9325
9557 Jones Road, No. 363, Housten, Texaa 77065
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at the time, that's cerrect.

g. Okay. Now, after the Vehicle Line
Directeor and the Vehlcle Canter Engineering Direcror
gign off on this report, does it then go te PCSD

Vehicle and Service Programe Dirsctor?

A. I'm not sure what the process is.

Q. Do you know whe breught it-to Ehe next
lavel?

A. No, I de not.

Q. 9Okay. And is the way i= Ford worke, when

those individuals sign off on it, it's out af your
hands and then they take it from there?

A. I dont't know. Well, it was out of ay
handa, vyes.
Q. All right. &And the mext level -- If it

went toc the nakt level, that would be bagsd on what

these twe i1ndividuals would do with the report?

4. Yam.
g. Okay.
A. Or somebody alse. But it waa -- would not

bBe in my hands.

Q. Now, who is the actual weribner for all
the marﬁs_uﬁ this, tﬁ: auﬁument that we have,
Exhibit 407

A. I'm not mure wha that ia.

. AAA COURT REPORTERS 713 466=-9325
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Q. Do you -- Can you look st the -- the
handwriting, for exampla, on Page 6 of 21 and sea if
that helps you at all?

A. Na, it doean't.

Q. hAnd in this documents that was presented
to your Vehicle Line Director and your Vehicle
Cantar Eﬁginaaring Directar, the suggestad solutian

for the problem that wa=s being addressad by your

group is aet.fnrth cn Page 7 of 22. am I correck?

it bagins on Page 7 of 21, Item 9.

A. That's correckt,
Q. Dkay. 80 as of May of -- well, May S5th or
May 3rd -- It's not clear because the bottom asays

May S5th, but the top Baye May 3rd. But as of that
date your recommendation to your management and
approved by Ford management was ta install relay; is
that correct, sir?

A. On May 3rd our recommendation was te
install & ralay. |

Q. All right. And it was signed off on by
the Vehicle Line Pirec¢tozr and ths vehicie Canrer
Enginesring Directer, correct, siri

A. That's corregt.,

Q. And it was pressented on the chain at Ford?
A, That's corract.

: AAAR COURT REPORTERS 713 466-9325
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Q. Do yecu know what happensd, Mx. Porter, to
change that solution that you had recommended to
your wmanagement in early May of 15997

A . Yam.

Q. Okay. And what happened?

A. In raviewing the solution that wé had
provided, I realized that cnes thing that we didan't
do with the relay that we were about to put into the
vehicle was taka a EI;EE look at the 1o -- inside of
the relay to understand 1f there was a pogsibility
that what was geing tu'ﬁappun with the relay is what
waa happening on the brake prassure switch. We
opened up relays and started measuring the component
differences between -- between where the ground and
the plus of the battery were, because these relays
wers going to be powered at all timaes with the key
off; and we found that these unaealed relaye had
battery voltage less than a millimeter apart.
Plaging it.in an undar hood anvironmant by
mechanice -- And it does say that a mechanic would
have to cut'intn.multiple wires under hood, which
leaves a lot of room for failure for that to happen,
in additior, with tha problem that this relay now
would become subject to under hood fires, 1t became

clear that that was net a good idea.

ARA COURT REPORTERS 713 466-9325
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1 _ Q. So ia it your teqtimgony that after you
. A 2 prepared this, had it signad off, you had a change
3 of your cpinion and you asked that the asolution that
¢ you had recommended to Ford management on May 3rd be

5 changed?

[ A. Thak*ms correct.
7 Q. And when did you make that decisicn?

8 A. That decision would've been made -- I
9 believe, again, that was on May éth.
10 Q. And how did you learn that what you had

11 presented to management on May 3rd and they had

12 signed off on was incorrect? How did you learn
13 that?

. 14 A. I learned that by haviang the rglay opened
15 up- by one of my engineera. We took out a ruler and
lé . |measured the distance from where the battery

17 contactes would be and found, 1ike I maid, Ethere

15 would be legs than & willimeter apart, which ia

19 |closer togethar than what's found in the brake
20 presaure switch. And if you can creakte gacret a
21 short in the brake pressure switch, at the distance

22 that's at, with cnnﬁaminatinﬁ,.ycu can certalnly do

23 it in a ralay that's put im by hands by aervice.

2¢ | Q. If you look at Fage 8 of 21, Paragraph B

25 of the solution that you presentaed to management

ARA COURT REPORTERS 713 466-3325
! 9597 Jonas Road, No. 363, Houston, Texas 77065
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-Etates: Assesament of procedure. Bullet No. 1:

Thia modification procedure has been inmtalled on a
'32 Town Car and a '$3 ask Crown Vic. The speced

control syetem functioned normally. Was that

accurate?
A. That was aceurate.
Q. Next bullet: The 200 milli-amp current

limit successfully prevented melting and ignltion,

ag demonstratad in lab tespting. Wae thak accurace?
A. That --
Q. To the best of your knowledge at the time

Mr. Forter.

A, We were not -- We were not able to create
firep with that 200 milii-amp --

Q. And you refer to a test in a ~-- in thea
attachment, carract?

A. ThaF'a corract.

Q. Now, the last bullet point saye: The

modifisation procedure was avaluated By FCSD. What

'l that?

A. That was Fard Custcmer Service Divisian.

We've refarred to that before,

Q. Okay. Using appropriate tools, eqguipment
irn a repressntative vahiecla. Wag that accurake?
A. Yeas.

AAA COQURT REPORTERS 713 466-5315
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L Q. QOkay. WValidatien by way FMEA process for

other vehicles is not appllcable.

A. Thatt*a correckt.

Q. And why was that?

A Because 1t wasn't going tec be applied to
other wvehicles. Because other wvahicles were not

expariencing fires caumed by brake premsure switches
that wers also powered at all times.

2. The modifi -- next bullet, third bullet:
The modification effects the alectrical diatributlon
gystem by adding a zﬁn-milli-amp load to the vehicle
electrical eystem when the keay ise in the run or ACC
position. There is no additicnal lead and there is
ne power applimd te the switch when the key ia inm
the off position. Accurate description of the relay

that you were proposing on May 3rd to your

management?
A. -That'- accurate,
o. pid apybedy that you presented this say to

you that they were unhappy with the relay that you

had suggested?

A. With the relay?

o Yes, sBir.

A. Yas.

c Okay. Who was it that =said that they wera

AARM COURT REPORTERS 713 466-9325
5597 Jones Road, N¢. 363, Houston, Taxas 77065
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unhappy?
_ a. I don't remember look they wers. It was
in -- in a -+-- in & genmral meeting.
Q. Wae it in a tech review meeting?
A. ! haliave it wam.
Q. All right. And was it held a;ter May 23rdz?
A. Yea.
Q. After you had presented this to The

Vehicle Line Director and the Vehicle Center
Engineering Director?

A. Yes. |

Q. Ckay. And who was it, ae best you can
recall, that said they were not happy with your
proposed eclution?

A. I -- Again, there warec -- there ware
geveral people involved in thg meeting and they very
guickly agreed that they didn't like that msolution.

Q. Okay. And what did you say when they said
they didn't like the sclution?

a. 3iven that I was presenting te them that I
didn't like the solution any more, I said, Gacd, I'm
glad to¢ hear that.

Q- Okay. hnd.was theﬁa a da¢clision then made=
for alternate solution?

A. Ar that pdint the dacision wae made toc go

AAA COURT REPORTERS 713 466-9325
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with ultimately what the recall was, which was

replacing brake pressure switches, because wes ware
not experiencing problems with hrake prassuré
gwitches bullc after 1992, '93.

0. D14 the use ¢f a relay, c@id that require
an approval of the Office of General Counsel?

A Any of the functions that would he
invelvad with & -- with a recall would be reviewed

by the COffice of the General Counsel.

2. Were there --
A, But to use -- te use A relay, you know, I
think -- I don't know whether that -- whether wa

would've had to go through that or not.
Q. Werea there members of tha Ford Office of
General Counaal present at the meeting whetre it was

discussed that the relay may not be the best

gcslution?
A, 'fea;
Q. Do you remember who thosea individuals
were?
| A I beligve it .was J. Lobel.
Q. Anybody elma?
A. ~ HNa. |
Q. Had Mr. Lobel been involved in the

investigation from its ilneeption?

AMAR COURT REPORTERS 713 466-9325
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A, Mr. Lobesl had been involved in management
meebings, yea. He had be involved with tech reviesws
along the way.

'+ Lid you halie*e he was acting as an
attorney in these meetings or as a technical
adviénr?

A. I beliave that he was acting as a
representative of Qffice of the Ganerﬁl Counsel.

Q. Ckay. Were Cthere any othar Ford attérneys
involvad in the investigation besides Mr. Lobel?

A, Not that I'm aware of.

a. Were the Vehicle Line Directorxr ang the
v;hicle Center Engineering Director present at the
meeting as well?

A, I'm not sure who -- what thosee algnatures
are, 60 I'm net sure. I can't sBay whethar they waxe
there or not.

@. ~Uh-huh. When did you cut cpem a Bwitch --
I"m sorry. When did you cut-cptn a'ralay and
measure the distance between the tarminals?

A. It would've bheen scmebtime betwsen H;? 3rd
and May &th.

Q. And who did.that with you?

A. I believa Stave Raimers did-it with me.

Q. Whare did you do 1t?

AAR COURT REPORTERS 713 46E5-39325
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- A. In cur office.
Q. In your -- In your office or in the lab?
a. It wasa prcbably cut open in the lab and

brought to the office.

Q. What -- After thls xelay had been -- Well,
when was the relay inatalled on the ‘92 Town Car and
the '%3 Crown Viec that's referenced eon Page 8 of 217

A I'm not sure exactly when that was. It
would've been sometime before that:

2. Right. I mean, you had it running for
gome time before you wéuld make that recommendation
tc your managemenk, correck?

A. That's correct.

o. And you had not experienced any problems
in those relays installed in the vehliclesa, correct?

A. Not in those few weeka, no.

o. Okay. And as far ae you can racall,
sometime between May 3rd and May 6th you and

Mr. Reimers cut open one of thea ralays?

A. That'a corrackt.
Q. Was anyone &lse present?
A, Thers ware other people around? I don't

know who =lse would've lookad at it.
o. Whome idea was it to cut opesn the relay?

A. Mine.

AAA COURT REFQRTERSE 7131 466-9325
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Q. And what had caused you to -- to think

labout geing to leoock at that relay at that time?

A. Becaumse I realized that we might be
ﬁalking into the same problem that we had just ex --
we were trying to solve with the brake preasure
gswitech; that I didn't want to install anothar
component that was having battery and ground te it
that was golng to potentially catch firms. That
would not be a very nuit;hla goluticn for a recall,
I don'e think.

Q. Did this relay deasign meet Ford's
regulremante discussed earlier for how the switch

needed to ke hooked up electrically, aeven though in

design the sawitch does not receive the continuous

power?
A. I den't understand that gquestion again.
a. It's easy. Did this relay design meet

Ford's requirements discugsed earlier in thia
depoalition for haw the awitcﬁ ﬁeaded te be hookad up
electro {elg.) =-- electrically, evan though In this
d&sign the awitch does not receive-cnntinunus power?
MR. FEENEY: I'll ghject to the Eorm
of that. It's campcuﬁd.
A. I'm not sure.

0. Well, you wouldn't have proposed a relay
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design and had approval from the Vehicle Line
_Directcr and the head of engineering at Ford if it
didn't, did you?
| A, I ﬁnuld not have knowingly done that, no.

0. Right. Okay. 8o we can assume this relay
that vou presented in your best opinion a2nd was
approved by your management obviously met Ford's
requirementa; it was approved by both you and Ford?

A. I dué't know that it met all of Ferd's
raguirements.

Q. Well, it was-approved by Yyour management

meant and you certainly woulda't recommend scomething

that you didrn't think met Ford's raquiramenta?

A, I don't understand all of Ford'a
regquirements.
g. Did anyone tell you, Mr. Porter, any of

the people on your team or anybody that saw your
14-0 that'as been marked as Exhibit 44, that chis
relay design, this proposal that you made to

managemant and it was accepted did not meet Ford's

reguiremanta?
A. Yan.
2. Whe - told you thak?®
a. The wiring paﬁpla.
Q. When dié rhey tell you that?

AAA COURT REPORTERS 713 . 466-95325
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A. They told us that on May 6&th.

Q. And who is the wiring people?

A. I believe that ir was probably Rob
Engligh.

Q. Had Mr. English been involved in your 14-D

maeting before thias pointes in time?
y- 1 Ho he'd not.
0. And how did he learn of the propesed relay

that you were auggesting to managemant?

A. We were presenting 1t at tha technical
review.

Q. And did Mr. Engliah volce gome objections?

A Yag,

G- What do you recall that he said?

A ‘He said that they strongly objected to

this solutien.

G. Why?

A. Becausa 1t would requlire cutting intc the
wires of the vehicle.

Q- Had you discussed with Mr. Engliah ox
anyhoﬂy on hip staff pricz to maklng this propesal
to management your relay solutfion?

A. We had discussed this solution with people
in wiring, but nobody had brought that up as an

ig8ue becausas they aran't famillar with the

AAA COURT REPORTERS 713 466-3325
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processes that go on at FCS5D and in service.
' Q. All right. BAnybody else besidas
Mr. Engliah voice an objectiocn to your 14-D on May
the 6th, 19992

A. Actually, after I presented the
information that I had, everybody objected to 1it.

0. Evarybody thought it wasn't a good idea
and you should go to Plan BY

aA. That'e correct.

O. and did you already have Plan B? I Mean,
did you tell the group-that if this wasn't
acceptable you had something you thought would work?

A. The only thing we had as Plan B was
replacing the switchea with switches that had been
built in 1595 and wa were gtarting to be confldent
that those pwitcehes ware goling to be good because we
did not experlience proklams in other vehicle lines
and that information was coming togaethexr ovar and
ever again; that not only the Town Car and Crown
Vie, Grand Marguis in subsequent years were not
axperiancing fir&s, but other vehicles linas were
not exﬁeriencing flres with thair brake preasure
ewitches sither.

Q. Did anyone at tha meating say that they

did not think this was a geod recall sclution
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hecause doing this implicate other Ford vehicle
lines that were not contained in the recall; ar
words tao that effect?

ﬁo, they d4ld not.

Did you think that?

No, I did not.

Lo TR T« T ]

Thig was purely a 300 -- 18C-degree change

that you made between May 3rd and May 6th?

A That'a correct.
. Nothing alsge?
A. Nothing slisge . .

MR. MAYER: Pass the witnesas.

THE VIDEOGRAFHER: 1t appeara that we
have ten minutesa left on the video tape. Should I
éhgqgs it real gquick?

MR. JOLLY: Yeah.

THE VIDECGRAPHEE: Off the reccord,
3:33:23. End of Tape 2.

MR. MANSKE: We're going to take a
ahozrt break and then we'll ba ready to go.

(Recesa taken.}

THE VIDECGRAPHER: Hack con the
racord, 3:41:14. Eaéinning of Tape 3.

MR. JOLLY: Do you want --

MR. MAYER: Who's up?

AAA COURT REPORTERS 713 466-9325
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MR. FEENEY: Well, I guess I am
unless you -- I mean -- may have guestiona.

MR. JOLLY: I just had a couple of

ahort questiuns; if you want to urtil I finish.

MR. FEENEY: That's ckay i1f you wanc
to do that, Mike. Go ahead.
MR. JOLLY: Okay. I appreciate that,
FURTHEPR EXAMINATION
Q. (BY MR. JOLLY) Just -- Just 1n summary,
did yeu identify the informations and/or dacumenta
that Ford complains that T.I. should've provided it
to affectively lnvestigate the fitrest
A. The documents in particular that we found
from the materialm that were produced were a group
of- documents labeled Highlighta. They were
cffared -- authored by a Texas Instrument anginear
named Stephen Offiler. They appear to ba a diary of

the development of the Bwltch from prior to

productien into production and beyond.

Q. Anything elae beaides the Highlightse?

A. There-were 3 variety of -- of E-Maila and
notes that were exchﬁnged.hy Texas Instrument
enginears while we wére doing the inveatigation that
idgntified'sﬂmelnf-thu problems that they were

having in bringing these inte prnducticn.in 1951 and

AAAR COURT REPORTERS 713 466-9325
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_'52 that was not brought to Ford''s atctentiocn.

Q. All right.  And when did -- when did Ford
recelve the documents, the Highlights and Ehe
E-Mails that ynu'ra.talking about?

A. It was a result as -- to -- of the
diseovery from the Genzales case which would'wve
been, I beliave, in late 1599.

. Poc you belleve tﬁat Ford would'we daone
gomething differently during ite investigation of

the fires If it had received the Highlights and/or

E-Mailse?
A. I believa that if I had known that T.I.
had been concerned during the development and -- and

early production of this process, that the life of
the Kapton diaphragm was, at best, guestionable and
in probable -- and ian all probability having
problema. Rather than trying te identify alternate
modes of ilncreasing the -- rha spacification or --
or looking at what the relays ware, we would've
focused very c¢learly on the brake pressure swiktch
ané ilmplemented the -- tha =-- the recall earlier.
Q. okay. And if you cculd somehow give ua an
estimation of -~ 1f -- 1f things would've gone
Ford's way at the baginning of this inveqtigatian

into the fires, when would you have aexpected T.I. to
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provide the Highlights and E-Maile that you're

‘talking about?

A. 1 guess I would've axpeckted thosge Lo have
heen provided in late December of 1998 or January of
1999,

Q. All right. And can }nu tell us, would
this have mattersd, the ipfeormation that's in the
documents in the Highlighta and E-Mails, weould 1t --
would it have changed anything with regard t; what
Ford inecluded in any responeesa it made to NHTSA?

A. I balieve it _would have, but I'm not
exactly aure that was included in the NHTSA
responsen.

o. Eut y;u bellieve that that information
would have regulted in some differant submigeion to
NHTSA? .

A. It certainly weuld've helpad in the

lnvestigation of the -- the prcblem that we were

| having and it wouldn't have diluted our efforte inteo

looking into a lot of diffa?ent araas. I beliavae.
that the timing of what the recall evaptualliy came
out to be would've bean significantly c¢hanged.

Q. And do you have an egtimation about when
the recall may have occurred if you had this

infoermation from T.E.2

AAAR COURT REFORTERS 713 4E&E-95335
9527 Jones Road, No. 363, Heougton, Texas 77085

1rra4



1o
11
12

13

14

15 .

16
17

-14

13

40

21

22

213

24

25

230

A, It would be purely speculation. However,
(1 balieve that if the -- if the information had been
pravided in -- in January, that there were issues

with the preduction method that reduced the Kapton
life, chat -- that we wnuld've_bean looking &t some
kind of announcement, possibly, 1n -- well, I'11
just pick February as a poewibility. DBut that's
pure speculation.

Q. Dkay. And would the recail thén basically
bae the same as what was ultimately done?

A. I believe the_ recall wquld've been the
game because we would've besn confident at that.
peint that -- that the process that had improved the
brake prassure switches was in plsece and that that
would've been a geood fix.

‘ MR. JOLLY: Pass the witnesas.
MR. FEENEY: Okay. Thanks.
EEXAMINATION

Q. {BY MR. PEENEY) Mr. Porter, let me ask you
nan; guestiocna. I know you've heen hexre for almoat
two days, but I've got soma gquagtions I'd like to go

ovaer withi you. AlIl right?

A. nka?;
q. Lat me begin by -- 4f I will, by just
getting some background. As -- As I undsrstand your
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testimony, at sometime Iin the fall -- lace f£all aof
1998 -- And I guesa the date I have is around
November 24th of 1998 -- Ford received a letter fram

the National Highway TrafficISafety Administration
advising Ford of certain actlons that the agency was
taking; is that right.

MR, MAYER: Objection to form.

A, That's my understanding.

MR. FEENEV¥: Juast For the record, II
can lead the witnesa on any mattar that's been
covered in the deposition. 8o if that's the
cbjection, you can have that throughout thia entire
examinatigean. 0Okay?

MR. MAYER: Okay.

MRE_. FPRENEY: 1a that the basis for
your abjection?

MR, MAYER: My objecticon 1ls was

form -~

MR. FEENEY: Yaah.
MR. MAYER: -- leading., yaabh.
" MR. FEENEY: ©Okay. 1I'll stipulate to
a cﬁntinuing'ohj:ctinn'yith raspact to that.
q. And -- nndlwhat Was it that the ~- the
agency was askin§ Ford at that time, 1f you recall,

glr?

- AAR COURT REPODRTERS 713 486-3325
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A The agency was asking Ford to invesktigate
; higher oeccurrence of fire -- under hood Eires in
Linecoln Town Caras, model yesara of 1952 and 1993 that
poesibly could've been caused by fnur components.

Q. And before Ford race;vad that nobificatieon
from the agency, was Ford in the precess of or had
Ford itself identified a -- a problem with the 1392,
193 Town Care?

A. I'm not aware that they had.

a. And you mentioned that -- that the
National Highﬁay Traffic Safaty Adminiatration
identified four components that were involved or
they believed wera involved in these flres. Do you
raéall what the components werea?y

A. Cne wasms the brake pressgure awitch for the
gepesd control system. The cther three, I recall
eeeing one of the documents earlier. There was a
relay box in EEC module. And I bellieve thers was a
wiring harneaﬂ.l

a. Ahd waa there any informatlon provided to
Ford at that cime ;s ke the location of the fires

that had been identified chat had oceurred in the

|£ield?

A. They were located under hood in -- In the

driver's Blde of the engina cowmpartmenkt.
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. Was there any Indicaticn in the
finformation provided by the agency at chat time that
tha fires were coriginating in the right or pasgsenger
front guadrant of the engine cumpartmént that they
were investigating?

A.' I don't pelieve that that was the case,
no.

a. Buring the course of the dealings with the
National Highway Traffic Safety Administration on
thiz iegsue, did the agency ever expand the scope of
the investigation to include any allegation of fire
atarting in the right f£front corner or the driver --
the passaenger front corner of the engine
compatrtment?

A. I'm noct aware of anythirg that they
would've done? I really only reviewad and read
their initial lattaer.

Q. Are you awara of the fact that the
independent fire investigator that'as inveatigated
tha.inciden: involving ~- involved in thia_lawauit'
has offerad the oplnlon under oazth that the fire
originated in tha driver -- in the passenger front
cornex of the engine éumpartmenf of the vehicle?

A. No, I'm not aware of that.

Q. Would a fire originatiang in that locatioen

AAA CDURT REPORTERE 713 466-9115
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lof the vehicle, would that be a fire that was of the

type identified by the agency in November of 1998 asg
under investigaticn that led to this recall?

A. I'm not a fire analyst 1lift and w&uldn't
be able to’'anawer that guastion, although I'm not
geure that sowaething starting on the right-hand side
of tha vehicle would be a fire that was caused by
someching on the left-hand side of ths vehiclae.

Q. Wall, ware any ofrthe componentse that they
asked you to idqhtify located on the pamsenger side
of the vehlcle? i

A. Ha, they were not.

Q. When ycu began the investigaticon in
responss ﬁo the inguiry from the Natlgnal Highway
Traffic S;fatr Adwministration, did you become aware
that there were thres different greups at Ferd that
would've beaen involved in the despign of the speed
coentrel sf;tsm?

A. Teas, I did.

Q. #Hhat ware those threse groups?

A. _ThareIWould've been the Speed Control
Syetemg Group in the Electroniees Divielon, there
wugld've bkaen Fhe Qa¥ Engineering Group fer -- for

the car lines and a Truck Engineering Group feor the

truck linm=.
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Q. Now, taking those one aﬁ a time, the --
the Electronics Divigion Group, we'wve seen in the
documents a raference to a group sometimes refarred
Fe as ELD. Was that that group? -

A. That would be the acronym for Electronics
Divialon, yas.

Q. And that's the group that I think
My, Mayer or Mr. Jolly aaked you about that
nitimacely became plét of Vistecon and at leagt those
pecple are now part of VYisteon?

A. That's carrect, They're parts of Visteon,

g. Eu; in 1981 or 1990 when the system waas
dasligned they were Ford employees?

Aa. That'a correct.

0. Who did you learn, based cn your
investigation, was in charge of the activities, the
apesd control system activities for ELD back in the
relevant time period when the system was deslgned?

A. ~ Gary Klingler wasg the superviscrs for that
group. |

0. And did you in che course of your
investigatinn havae diascussions HMr. Klingler about
what he aid, what his group 4id, what he knew or
what he didn't know thrayghout this protess?

A. I agsked him if ha could providae us

_AAA COURT REPORTERS 713 466-9325
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infermation en the speed contrnl system and he had
£=£erred me to the present apeed control system
pecple.

Q. And have you since the invea;igation was
could concluded had an opportunlty teo talk to
Mr. Klingler?

A. - ¥Ysg, I have.

Q. And has he provided you with aome
infoarmacion n; thoge --

A. Yes, he has.

Q. Now, with régtrd to the Passengsr Car
Group, who wae 1z chargae of the Passgsenger Car Group
that was involved in the derign and development of
the speed centrol ayatem?

. A. I believe -- And I guess I -- I'm
racalling off of one of the documants I saw sarliar,
I think thera was a name, Frank Genocsl.

Q. All right., Where did Mr. Pease flt into
the plicturae? |

A. I balieve he worked for Mr. Ganosi.

Q. all right. And you alec mentloned -- Did
you mention the Light Truck Group was cne of them?

A, Yeg, I did.

Q. And did, in the course of your

investigation ascertain who was lnvolved in the
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design and development of the gpeeds control system

so far as the Light Truck Group was concerned?

A. Yea, T did.

Q. And who wap that person?

A. Niru Madi.

0. Have yaou spoken with Mr. Modi about his

recollection of the svente during the relevant time?
A, Yee, I have.
a.l Have you spnﬁ:n with Mr. Feage concerning
his events --
A. Yea, I have. -

q. -- hisg reccllections? And I think you've

|eold ue in general terms what the reccllections of

'|all three of those paople are and I'm not going teo

go-1into that again? My guegtion ta you 1s this:
Ware there any other groups at Ford cther than these
three that were principally or primarily lnvelved in
tha dn?alopmen; of tha syatems, the mpeed control
aystam frﬁm Ford's point of wview?

i.- Thosa would be the thres primary groups.

Q. - Now, ai any time during the course of the
investigation and the inquiry -- By the way, de you
remember what the actual inguilry was that was opened
bf NHTSA? Do you know what they rcalled it?

A. I think thare wae a letter and number

AAR CCURT REPDRTERE 713 466-5325
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1 _designatian. It would bea off of memery and you
. 2 could --

3 Q. Okay.

1 A, -- correct me,

5 Q. Well, I've aeen the number -- If've saaen

6 the letter designaticn, FE. Do you kpow what that

7 setands for?
8 A. No, I den't,
9 Q. De you knew whether the investigation or

10 the inguiry from NHTSA was ever changed from a PE

11 numker to a different number?

12 A. I don't know that.

13 Q. Did NHTSA ever, during the-cﬂursa of ite
. 14 investlgarion, indicate that as far as they were

15 concernaed thes air suapension compressor motore and

16 the vent golensnid was involved in thess fireas?

17 _ MR. MAYER: Objectlion, form.

18 A. ‘Again, reading the letter that -- that

19 chey had provided originally, they did not mention
-2ﬂ thaae. Subsequently I was told that they wWere

21 matisfied with ford': recall dacision and considered

22 the case closed based on that. They alsc said that

23 if there was any cother -- other information that

24 came to light after tha racall that they would be

25 gura t¢ bring that te Ford's attention., And as far

5
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a3 I know, that hasn't happened, there's been

nocthing elae.

Q. Well, has --

ME. MAYER: Objection, move to
gtrike, huérsa?.

Q. Has NETSAR -- Has NHTBA ever -- Did NHTS2,
during the course of the inveatigation at any time,
indicate to Ford that the air sysapension compresaar
motor and vent selencid was one of ths components
under investigaticn by tham?

MR. MAYER: Objaction, form, lack of

foundation?
A, Ncot that I'm aware of.
0. You mentloned that you were aware that

thére had been a recall in 1984 invalving the airz

sauspension compxeBsor oz -~-- or scome part of that --

A. Yag,
Q. . -- on a Mark VII --
A. Yas.

e. == 18 that right? And thera had actually
been a recall in}qlving that paft?

a. There had Qean.

Q. And it actually had bean related to some
kind of a fire issue? |

A, Yea, it had.
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0. Do you auppoae NETSA was aware of the fact
that there was a recall in the air --

MR. MAYER: Objection, form.

Q. -~ agauspenalon compressor moteor and
solencid --

MR, MAYER: 0bjection, form.

g. ~= in 19847

ME. MAYER: Objection, form.

A. I would expact that they would know that.

Q. And armed with that knowledge, did they
idancify that as a petential component involved in
ﬁhﬂit under hood firea that they were lnveatigating?

A. That was not listed in their letter.

g. Did the NHTSA ever communicate with Ford
so far ag you are thelr reason or reasonse why they
beliavad that the brake pressures switch -- And by
the way, 1f I say bhrake presaure switch, is that the

game as a spead coantrol &aactiﬁation Rwitch?

A. Yes, 1t is.

Q. Sc thay -- theas terms are used
intarchange;hly?

A. Yes, they wars,

Q. Did NHTSA ever indicate at any time that

they had zruled out the brake pressure switch as

the -- as cone of the components that waa involved in

AAA COQURT REPQRTERZ 713 4£66-5325
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_thaae Elreg?

A, Ng, they did not. 1In fact, what I had
heard from Bill Abramczyk was ;hat they were.
particularly interested in that componsnt.

Q. You, during the course of your responses
to Mr. Maver's guestiong, fraquently said, as I
recall. ﬁhat your c¢oncern or your focus was the
brake preasure switch in explainipg why you may have
done or not done certain things. - My guestion Eto
you, sir, ia: Why was your focua the bkrake pressure
awitch in the investigadtion that you had undertaken?

A, In discussing the NHTSA letter management
decided to split uﬁ the tamk of looking at the

diffarent parta rather than trying te have ocne group

|1otk at the details of all of the parts and it was

gecided Ehnt I ahould take the iead on brake
prespure awltch.

Q. Ware the other parts =- And I realize you
were not rasponsible for tha investigation, but you .
arm here on behalf of -- of Ford providing
information. Wira tha othar components that NHTSA
identifiad as those that thay wanted Ford to look at

as po8sibly involved in these fires, were those

other components seventually ruled cut by other teams

like your team?

AAA COURT REFORTERS 713 466-9325
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. 1! A. Not only those componanta were ruled out,
2 but all of the octher components that were hot at all
3 times in the left-hand engine compaxtment.
1 Q. At the end of the day when all was said
5 and deone after all the inveatigatlons were
6 completed, what was the ccomponent or componenta left
7 that were ldentified as the components iavelved in
- the fires cccurring en tha driver's side in the

9 araas identifisd by NHTEA?
10 A. ‘The brake presaurae awiteh.
11 Q. And who suppiied the brake pressure switch
12 for the 1992, '93 Town Car, Crown Vic and Grend
. 13 Marguis?
: 14 A. Texan Inatruments.
15 ) Q. And is8 i1t true that the prineipal fix that
16 T.I. Favored throuwghont this investigation was to
17 cut off power to a switch that Ford belleved was
18 1=&kiﬁg?
19 | A. vYes, it was.
20 Q. pid T.I. ever coma forward with a feasible
21 fix tﬁat would iaaure that ‘they could go into these
22 ewitches that were out ﬁn the road and fix the

23 laaks?

a4 A. Can you restate that gquestion?

. 25 Q. Yeah. Did they ever propose a means of

i AAA COURT REPORTERS 713 466-95323
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going cut in the fileld, taking the awitches out,
opening them up, determining which ones were leaking

and fixing them?

ﬂ. No, they did not.

Q. Was that feasible?

A, No, it was noct. |

Q. Could T.I. tell you how many leakera there

ware 1n the fileld?

A. No, they did not.

0. Did every lezak result in a fire?

A, No. )

Q- Bid -- Did T.I. sver deny that brake fluid

leaked through a Kapton membrane, let's say, by
January of 1929% After tha Memphis inecident, did
T.I. -- Let me raphrase the guastion. After the
Memphis switch was preaantaﬁ to T.I., the cne that's
Hean marked -- aome of which has heen marked here asa
an exhihi;'-- and the evante involviag that ~-- that
ihcident were discussed with T.I., did anyocne at
T.I. ever deny that brake fluid coculd, in fact, leak
through a Kaptnn-memhrane uhile.n vahicla was 1in the
field haforu.thu vahicle's life and?

A. T.1. did pot deany that.

q. Did they ever deny, after ihe Mamphlis

awitch -- I gueaas, well, you've anewered that
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question., By the time the recall was announced, was
T.I. denying that a brake pressure switch could be
ignited by current 1f there was brake fluid in the
electrical side of the connector?
A, T.I. was focusing on. brake pressure
ewitches belng able to start fires using saltwater.
0. Wall, let me ask you this: Was It -- Was
there anything at all in the specifications, the
engineering apecification -- Y;u invewtigated
this -- In the investigation -- Let me start over.
In the ilnvestigatien you did, you identified the

enginesring specification- that pertained to this

fire?
A. Yes, we dld.
) MR. MAYER: Objecticn, form.
Q. Was there anything in the sng --

engineering opecification that permitted T.I. to
supply brake preasure switchee to Ford that --
wharaby the Kapton membrane whe allow brake £luid to
leak into the elactrical side of the connector
during normal cperation? |

A No, it did not.

Q. Was there anything at sll in the
enginesring specification that allowed T.I. to

aupply a ewitch whare the Kapten membrane would

ARR COURT REPORTERE 713 466-9325
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Bimply WEaY¥ out gver time?

A, No, there is not.

Q. I mean, without some kind of manufécturing
anomaly or deaign anamaly oY sqgme problem that was
specifically identifiable?

A. The brake pressure awitch wﬂE.ExPEEtEd to
hold braaﬁ £luid for the entire life of the vehicla.

2. Did T.I. sver take the position in any of
the meetinge that you conducted with them that it
wad okay for a Kapton membrane to lesk brake fluild
at -- with a vehicla had a mileage on it 51,500
milesa?

.Aﬂ Ro, they diﬂ nokt.

0. Cr 56,802 miles?

A. No, thuy.did ;ut.

Q. Rid that come am a surprise to you, that a
Kapton membrane would allow brake f£luld to leak into
an slectrical side of the switch at 51,500 miles or
56.802 miles?

MR. MAYER: Objection, form.

A, I -- I waa surpriesd that we would have
failur;q that early in the life cf a vehicle.

0. As a matter of faecr, sir, iz the early
stages of fuur investigation, ien't it true that you

Just didn‘'t believe it?
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A. I didn"t know.

Q- And could you offer to yourself -- I mean,
satisfactory to yourself, could you offsr any
explanation gsatisfactory te yourself in #ny of these
docyumente that could expliain how it ecould be that a
vehicle with a switech uparatiﬁg at 50,000 miles
would have a membrane in a condition that would
permit brake fluid to leak through it into the
elactrical si&e of the conneactor?

A. During the investigation I couldn't

understand how that wonld pe.

Q. Aa a matter of fact, Le it true that the
impulse testing -- What's an jimpulse test, by the
way?

) A. An impulse tasta is a durability test

that's run on -- on the switches that we've talked
about bafore, It takes a switch from zero --
approximately zero pel to 1450 pal at 135 degrees C
and cycles that awitch. The :pecificatign calls for

that to pass 500,000 cyclea.

Q. Ckay. I don't understand what that means,
500,000 ¢cyclew. What -- What doaas that mean?
| A, I -- |

Q. Whare you hit the switch 500,000 times?

A. What thisg -- What thias teat basically

AARR COURT RBPFPORTERS 713 466~-93125
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simulates ig 500,000 panie cycgle -- panic stops --
It'a 500,000 panic stops, probably in the -- in the

desert scuthern California,.

q. Pretty severe tamt?
A. Pretty Bevera test.
0. As a matter of fact, is itk true that

Mr. Beringhause, thilis gentleman sitting right over
here acroes from you -~ He's pean here for days,
haan'trhe? |

A. He hawo.

Q. Ia it true this gentleman informed you
during the investigaticon that his awn -- the teating
that T.I had done showad that -- that Kapton, norxmal
life was over 3 million c¢ycleg of this?

A. Thara was gomething to that eff=et. BSome

of the testes that T.I. did deo for us on parts buillt

1in 1999 pagsed 750,000 tests.

Q. And a million cycles would ba twics tha
teating thﬁt wag atctually subjectad, thias -- this
matufill and the switch wae subject to?

A. That‘i coxrrect.

e. And ia itial:n crue that the documents

that you've revisewad ghow that it was understood by

both Ford and T.I. that this test, basically, was

intended to simulate a -~ a condition that was at
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least equal to, if not greater than or beyond, the

life of the wvehicle?"

A.
MR, MAYER: 0Objection foundation,
hearsay.
A. Yas.
Q. We'll get into the documents that says

that. Ia there a T.I. document that saya that?

A. I beliesve go.

Q. And, in faect, Mr. Porter, is it alsc true
that there waere no service recoumeandations made for
the replacement of brake pressure swltchea at, let's
gay, 25,000 milea or 30,000 milea?

A. No, there weare naot.

Q. I this baaically considared a life of the
vehicle type switch? |

A. Yes, ft is.

2. I mean, I know that it's pesalble, I guéas
that anything could be subject to a éurvice item.
But is thia the type of iteam that 1s supposed to or
expected toc be feplacad ovar tima during the life nf
the wvahicle?

A. Th;s item ﬁnuld e axpected to live the
1ife of ﬁhe vahiclae.

@. -And it -- would it be axpectad te live the

AAR COURT REPORTERS 713 466-9325
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|1ife of the vehicle without permitting leakage

through the Kapton meémbrane?

A. Yeg, 1t weuld.

o. And, in fact, is it true thakt the
engineezing epecification that pertainad to thisa
part prohibiced leakas?

A, Yem, it did.

Q. l mean, there are some automeotive tests
gut there that do allow a certain amcunt of iegkage
ar crush or whataver. I meaan, there ar= lata of
different teasts. But the tests that pertained to
thig particular brake pressure awitth, could it be
congideraed a paee if any test that this -- this
preseure ewitch was subjected to if there was a
leak?

A, The -- The wording of the reguirement is
that no leakage is allowed.

a. hﬁd. in.fact, 8ir, eince all uf this wanm.
over and done with and this Gonzalaa occurred and
you got your hands on some of these T.I. documentsa,
you got thae infurmntiqn. did you find out that --
that actually back in the relevgnt time peried T.I.
was -- was apparentlf able to gat soms swltches to
pass even theough they knew thuf hag lazka?

A Tas .
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Q. Now, do youw consider that be a pass? And
apparently they thought was a pass. Do you consider
it be the a paga?

MR, MAYER: 0Objecticn, form.

A. Fo, I do not.

Q. If a gwitch 1ls reportad as leaking, but
paesea the 500,000 cycle tegt, do you consider that
to ke a pass of the engineering specificaticn

impulae tastc?

A. Ho, I do not.
g. Why not?
A. Bacause the raguirements for the impulse

twet im that thare'as no evidence of leakage of the
switch on completion of the tegt.

Q. Did you receive any information during the
course of the inveatigatlen ﬁhit vou made inte this
potentiel problem that T,I, had ever informed Foxd
in the 15%1, '%2 tima frame that they were getting
switchey to pass the impulse Lest, but yet they were
gtil)l neverthal=asa laaking?

MR. MAYER: Objection, form.

i. No, I 4id not.

Q. Did you ev;r get any informatiocn that
indicated that T.I. informed Ford in the 1951, '82

time frame that T.I. coaneider=ad such awltchem Lo be
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imminent fallures or pre-imminenﬁ Failures.
] MR, MA?ER: Objacrtion, form,

A. Bo, I 41d not.

Q- Would you ceoneider 1t te be a8 fallure
waiting te happen?

Aa. I would consider it Eo be a failure.

Q. Ckay. Exhibit 10, sir, is the angineering
apeclfication that Mr. Mayer showed fou. Ie that
the document that refersa to the fact that no leaks
ara peymictad?

A, Yem, it ia.

Q. Would you rafer to thﬁc part of the
specification Lhat says that?

A.  If firset of all we look at the impulse
tept, if the impulse test --

Q. Just indicate for the recerd what page

vyou're referring to.

A. Thie i Page 7 of 18.
o, Oh-huh.
A. The accaptance criteria. Aftar impulﬁe

test, uheck.to Sections A, B, ¢ and D uming the
procadurs satablished in =ach section.
Nonconformance is daéinéd ag any switch oot meeting
the criteria in Secticns A, B, C and D. damples

uzed for this taet must be deatroyed after tasting

ARA COURT REFORTERS 713 466-9325
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is complete.

) 1f you go back te Sections A, B, C.

and D, which 1s on Page 6 of 18, Sectlion B i3 the proof
Eest. Part 2 of the proof test mays: Accephtance
criterla. 'And Part A of that says: No evidence of
fluid leakage, seepage or drop in Lesat pressure greatar
than 430 KPA, 62 psi is permitted.

2. And ias that what you ware raferring to
when I asked thoee guestiona earlliar? _

A. Yes, it is.

Q. Now, let's go back and just caver kind of
the formation of the group that inveatigatad this
in -- these firee and then we'll -- wea'll take --
we'll just kind of go through this. ¥ou were
akown -- If you get the exhibits in framt of you,
I'm going to go through some of the exhibics in the
erder in which they were shown to you, Mr. Porter,
so, if you'd just get them in pumerical order. I
think tha court repertex's already dane thakt 8o it
will be easy to follew. Would yeu turn to Exhibit
12, plaasasa.

A. (Witneas complien)

Q. Exhibit 12 were some handwrittan neotes,

Mr. Poerter, that you wera asked scme qguasticna

about. I thiﬁk vou've indicated that acma of this
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stuff, you feally -- the handwriting itself, you
couldn't identify, but you recocgnized as being
prepared at least in the early stages of your
inveskigatinn; ia that right.?

MR, MAYER: Uhjpctiun, miestates tha
testimony.

A, I believe that 1 jidentified the

_handwriting cn the first sheat as possikly being

mine.

Q. And I think, on the sacond sheat, tha --
the printing was poseibly youre ae HEli?

A That's corxrect,

Q. Okay. So some of the handwriting, you
could identify and some of it yvou couldn'c?

. A. That's cerrect.

0. In any event, is it -- am I correct in

stating that these notes were prepared at a time

when you were basically just getting underway in the

invegtigation?
A, Yen, they ware.
Q. And you were ildentifying sceme of the

thoughta that were occurring tec you A8 someone acrt
of taking a freah look at this question, not having
had any ilnvolvement at all in the dﬁaign and

development of thig brake preasure switch?

AAR COURT REPORTERS 713 466-9325
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A. That's correct.

2. And one of the dqueations that ycou asked,
apparently, in connection with thls activity in the
first eariy few days was whether or not brake fluid
could be ignited?

A. Yes.

Q. And wag that something that ogccurred to
you early on?

A. In Dacember of 1995.*

Q. Just Eor the ladies and gentlemern of the
jury, would you please .explain to them the proximity
of brake fluid to the electrical alde of the awitch

that T.I. was pupplying?

A, The brake fluid or the i1mmediated other

gide of tha diaphragm that's been perfuritad..

Q. Did you develop any lnformation during the
courae of your investigation that indicated that it
waAS hiddan'!fam T.I. that theres waeE brake fluid -~
hydraullc brake fluid on the othear eide of the
Kapton mewbrapn of tha switch thar thay were
supplying te Ford?

A, No, I 40 not.

Q. Did you fiﬁd this to ba cne af the basic
early guestiona that you felt was important tec get

an answer to: Can brake fluid be ignited?

AAA COURT REPORTERS 713 466-9325
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A. Yasg.

- How, why were you interested in that

gquesticon, sir?

A. Bacause it world provide a2 -- 3 fuel for a

fire.
Q. Where?
A. Under -hood at the brake preggsure switch.

0. Well, on tha electrical aldes of the brake
preasure awitch? :

A. It would need to be on the alectrical
Eide,

0. And the impulse teating that was laid out
in tha enginesring specification, was.thlt intended
te avaluate, among others things, the durabllity of
the awitch inso -- insofar am ~- insofar as its
propensity to permit laakage to pcour --

MR. MAYER: Objection, lack of

foundatilon.
. == during normal life?
A, Yes, 1t would be.

Q. And would that be a bad thing, leakags of
braks fluid?

A. Yes, it wnﬁld -1

Q. and based upon your lnvestigation into

these fires, why do you think leakage of --

ARA COURT REPORTERS 713 466-5225
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through -- of brake fluid would be a bad thing to
happen?

A. There are multiple reagonsm. Firat being
that brake fluid caﬁ cause correosicon, which would
allow an electrical path te develop heat that would
gventually ignite the brake EFluid.

Q- And you also apparently wanted toc know
whebher or not the brake -- the brake pressure
ewitch was ;ired hot on all of the veshicles --

A. Yes,

Q. -- across the Ford limes? Why wers yau
interested in kpnowing that?

A. Because that would be a regqulrement to
heve somethlng start f£fire with the ignitinn off.

Q. You indicated in response te Mr. Mayer's
questions that you actually firat learned about that
from Charlie Douglas; 1s that right?

| A. That's correct.
Q. Had you thought about that question at all

bafore asking it in connection with the

inveptigation?
A. No, I had not.
Q. Ia the braka prsassure switch on the 1392,

'$3 Taown Car wired hok?

A, Yes, =ir.
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Q. And by that you mean to that current is
available to the switch at all times?
A. That deoes means kthak it'a a circuiﬁ to the

baktery at all timee, yés.

< Whether if engine's on or ofE?
A. whether the -- Yas.
Q. Now, 18 -- is that some -- gome unigue

animal? Ia that the only switch in ths 1992 Town
Earrthat ia wirad hot all the time?

A. No.

e, Could you just =ptimate for the ladies and
gentlemen of the jury how many ewitches are wired
hot -- or devises are wired hot 1in that vehicle?

A. In that wvehlecle, I daon't know the exact

aupber; but it may be 20 toc 30,

Q. And 18 that unigque to the Town Car?
. A Ko, it is not.
Q. How -many vahicles has the North American

industry typically produced whera there ;re awitches
wired ﬁnt? |

A. . Virtually all switches in North America
have switchas and other components wired hot at all
times. |

Q. Does T.I. holde itself out as an expert

lelactrical component aupplier to the automobile
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industry?
- A, Yes, they do.
MRE. MAYER: (Obhjection, form.
Q. Aré they a Q-1 sufplier?
A. Yes, they are,
Q. Iz one of the responsibllitieas of a Q-1

supplier to become familiar with the custems and
practices cf the North American industry, sir?

a. It would be -- |

MR. MAYEFR: OCbjection, form.
T A, For a Q-1 supplier, it could Le the
ﬁuutams and practices of Perd Motor Company.

Q. All right. And ia it part of their
responslbllicty to bacome -- to become knowledgeabla
and familisar with the customs and practices of Ford
Motor Company insofar as the Byetems are concarned
for which they are supplying componenta?

A. That would La éamathing that would be
expected of a Q-1 supplier.

Q. And does a Q-1 gupplier do that by

attending mestinge with Ford as one meana of dolng

that?
AL "¥en, they da.
Q. Asking questiona at the meetinga?
A, Yas, thay do.

AAA CQOURT REPORTERS 713 4866-9325
4597 Jeams Road, WNo. 363, Houaton, Texas 77065

-A 12783




i¢

11

iz

13

id

15

16

17

i8

19

a0

21

22

23

24

25

259

Q. Going te SAE meetings?

A. Yea, they do.

Q. Reading technical paperar?

A. I would expect so. -

Q. kReading Crane's Automctive Naws?
A. I would expect thakt to happarn.

Q. And probably a zillion other thina that I
haven't identified?

A. Probably a zlllien other.

Q. How, 1f I were talsuggest to you that T.I.
has assaerted that it wae astonished to learn in 19929
or 1996 that this ewitch was wired hot, what would
you have to say about that?

A. That would be a surprise tec me, that Texas
Ingtrument, who had been consideraead to be a good
aupplier to Ford Motor company, would Leave
something like that un =-- un -- un -- not
understood. -

Q. What do we know about what they would have

"jto have known at a minimum? For example, leat's talk

abnuﬁ that 15-amp fuse, What does that mean?

A The 15-amp fuse is a fuse in the apeaad
contrel circuilt that's placed thare to protect the
wiring of the svatem.

Q. Uh-huh. And do you need 15 ampg to run

_ AAA COURT REPORTERS 713 46&6-93235
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1 the -- the servo clutch, speed control?
. 2 | A. No, yeu don't need 15 amps for the serve
3 cluteh. You'd only need three-quarters of an amp.
4 0. And ie that all the amperage'that ¥You need
5 for that function?

& A. For that partieular function, yes.

? 0. And the switch 1teelf, is it deslgned to
B withastand or take only 15 amps of current?
9 A. There wag concern expressed early in the

10 program as to what the sawitch could take as far as
11 current and Texas Instrument ran some tests that
12 showed 1t could take 28 amps?

13 . MR. MAYER: Objection, nonresponsive.

. 14 0. And so what do you underatand tec be the --
15 thF desiign capaelcy, s to apeak, of the aswitch from
16 an amperage setandpolint?.
17 | A. In excesas of 15 ampsa.
18 0. Uh-huh. Well, why do you suppesa T.I.

19 dagignad a switeh in axcess of 15 ampa?
20 A. Beacausge thay -- I -- I guess I really
21 don't know why they would've donae that, except that

22 it would be applicable to more applications than

23 just mpeed conktrel.
24 a. and in any of thease maetings -- I know you
25 Eiret laarned about this Charlie Doﬁglas. But in g
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any of the meetings that you had with the T.I.
becple, did -- did any of the T.I. people Bver say
to you or in veour presence that -- And I'm talking
now abourt people that would have bean invafved in
the design and development back in '92 and '92 --
Did any of those folks ewer say to that they did not
knoew back in that eime frame that the awitch ﬁaa
wirmd hot.
ME. MAYER: Objection, form.

A. Just to undarﬁtand the gusstion, you're
under wondering if anykody from T.I. had tocld me
that they didn't know that the switches were wired

hot at all times back in the 1991, '92 time frame?

Q. Uh-huh.
. A I don't racall that.
Q. T.XI. supplied this switch to Ford starting

in 19%2 through 19%%7 on the Town Car, correck, or
196, I think?

A. I think it waas -95;

Q. All right. 8o they supplied it for 1333,
*92, '94, 85, '%6, five model years?

A. That'a correct.

Q. Did anyone in the course of the
inveatigaticn that you did -- Check that. Was tChe

awitch wired hot for all the five model yaars?

AALA COURT REPQRTERS 713 466-9325
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A. Yas, 1t was.

Q. Do you knag how many wehlcles were sold
frnm.1992 to 1956 Town Cars that had thie switech
wired hot?

All of them.
What is that numhar{
I den't know.

A mlllion vehiclaa¥?

YR T VR R

I dcn}t know the exast number, but in five

vaars, scmewhere, you kbhow, probably near a million

vahicles,
Q. And did anyone from T.I. during the course
of this investigation -- How about that Aziz Rahman

plan guy, hea was® the resident enginéer, waan't he?

A. ‘He was with ua for thrsaa.

0. Onr mite at Ford?

A. Yea.

0. Did Aziz ever tell you that it was == it

wae astonishing to T.I. to learn that that five-y=ar
pericd when those milllion swlitches that were aclgd,
that they didn't know that they ware wireﬁ hot?

A. No, he did not. | |

g. Teruthfully, Mr. Porter, in light of the
fact that T.I. wae supposed to eupply & ewitaeh that

nevar, ever, aver leaked, did it make a difference?

ARA COURT RAEPORTERS 713 466-9325
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1 MR. MAYER: OQbjection, form.
. 2 | A. Can you restate that gquestion?
- k| Q. Given the fact that T.I. waa auppnéed Lo a
4 awltech that never, ever, ever leaked, 4id ic maka a
g difference whether it was wired hot or nat?
8 ) . A. Ooh, whether 1t was wired hot or not? No,

7 it would not.
g q. Why not?
a A.. Because Lif the switch never leaked, there

1o would be no poasibiliry for a short to develop

1z bhatwean the electrical-cnmponants and the groundad

12 case.

13 d. And iv there any posaibllity undexr any of
. . 14 this paper that we've been exposed to in the last

15 two days, le there anything in there that glves T.I.
16 saome sort of wiggle roam or out that it's okay foxr
17 them to asupply switchea that leak brake fluid?

ia A. ‘Ho, it do=m not.

-19 y ﬁ.' Ia it trus that insofar as the fires were
20 .|econcerned, there was no way that T.I. could come up
21 witﬁ a £ix that would basically put the Genie back
22 in the bottle?

23 A, That's correct.

24 a. And glvan that fact, they were Gung Ho to

25 cut off powex to the swltcH?y

AAA COURT REPORTERS 713 466-95325
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A. ¥Yes, they werae..

Q. Because they couldn't figure out a way to
put the £fluild back into the hydraulic side of the
ewitch?

A. There wouldn't be a way Lo cause that to

go back.
c. Not juat T.I. Could anyene?
A. Hﬂ,lna cne could. -
Q. and I don't suppoee there w;s a littcle

window or anything that waam supplied with these
switches that would allow you to look in there and
gea 1f a awitch was leaking?
A, There wae no mathod of checking the
intarior of their switch. |
Q. It wag -- I mean, that's -- you're baing
factitiaua.. That ~-- That really was net a practical

thing to do, was it?

Aa. 1 don't know if it would ba practical or
not .

Q. Because nobody thought the swiltchesa would
leak?

A. That'es cocrrect.

Q. Okay. Ga to Exhibit :4. Exhibit 14
referencea some wayrranty information i{n the middle

of the page., Bpecifically, Lt mentiona two
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particular under hood fire incidents in connection
with the brake pressure switch, one that occcurred at

51,500 miles and one that occcurred at 56,802 miles.

Did I -- Do you sae that information?
A. Yas.
Q. Is this the type of informatien that was

of concern t¢o you when you got involved in this
investigation?

A. Yea, it was,

o, Could you conceive of any explanatien as
tnlhow'a_fire could devalop in a brake preasure
switch as 2 repult of leaking brake fluid at these
kinda of mileagenm?

MR. MAYBR: Object, farm.

. Q. At the time, I mman.
A. No, noet at tha eime,.
0. And at that time, (s -- Was this

iﬁfufmatio# !hnr&a'with T.I., this warranty
lnformation? |

A. I -- I don't know if this information was
shared with them or not.

Q. Gkay. Hali, did T.I. aver explain to you
how it might ba that one of their brake pressure
ewitches could leak brake fluld at 51,500 miles?

A. Juat that tha Kapton must have lealksd.

~ AAR COURT REPORTERS 713 466-$325
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Q- Uid they aver tell you -- gave you -- give
you an explanation as to why that might've happensd?

A. No, they did not.

Q. There was some discussion in response - -
in connection with thie particular exhibit about
fault codes. My quegticon to vou: Wase -- Was the
pregance or abgance of fault codes, doea that have

anything to do with the cause of tha leaks or the

jcause of the fires?

A. Ro, it would not. That would oply help
provide information after the fact.

a. I& it common and customary to have a
didgnostic ¢odesm on every compenents in tha vehicle?

A. Ho, it'e not.

Q. I once read that thers were gomething like
14,000 parts, separats parts in s vahiclp. Does
that naﬁnd about right?

A. It wouldn't surprise me.
Q. Dﬂ&F evary oune of them have a diagnostic
code tiad into the little black bex in the ecackpit?

‘4. Ko, they. do not.

ﬁ._ Bxhibite 15, go to that ona. This
particular dacument,-air, you ware asked some
Quastion:lihnut this. Thim talks about the

burned -- a burned connector. And I think you were

AAM COURT REPORTERS 713 466-~5325
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askad.about thig, But are you satisfied that in the
baga that you'wve identified, you have whatever
remaing of that connector? |

A. ¥Yeg, I -- Yeah.

Q. énﬁld you just uxpla;n. You gald that
there was asoma eharing of this -- of these parxts
with T.I. or gome material., I'm -- I'm sure I
followed that. <Could you just explain that and
clarify'th;t?

A. On -- Whan we first recelved this part
kack, Norm LaPointe, I-belleve, went to Taxas
Inatrument where the -- the part was opened up. As
tha part wag opened up materials that were found in
the part wera collected and T.I, was -- left some of
that mitefial for thelr chemiecal analyeis.

Q. And did they gat back to you with the

results of that chamical analyaia?

A. Yes, they did.
Q. Ckay. " And do yoeu ramamber what they were?
A, It was, by and large, the sams as the

chemical analysis that Central Labs had -- had
performad. ‘ _

Q. And this -- this switch, this Mamphis
ewitch that we -- we. talked about -- And I -- I know

you referred to this a lictle bit as a -- and it

AARAR COURT REPORTERS 713 466-D9325
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looked like a caadle flama hurning. But would you
describe what your understandiag exactly was of what
happened at this particular dealership and héw this
came to your attenticon?

MR. MAYER: Obiection, form.

A, What -~ What waea raported te us was that
the customer had brought the vahicle inro the
dealerspip for service. Whilae it was in the parking
lot a Bervice technlcian noticed smoke coming out
from underneath the hood. He opsned up the hood, .
gaw a small candlelight %lama coming from the brake
pregsure ewitch, get a fire extinguisher and put it
out .

Q. So it wae a machanic at the dealership -
that ddentified the source of the flame as coming

from the braks pressure swiltch; that'a whlt'yuu

undarstand?y

A. That'n.whut I understand,

.G, And did this particular incident happen
aftar Ford had rezajved this legtar from HﬁTSA_ _
asking for it to investigate undar heood firaes and
identifying Eha brake pragpure switch ap a potential
componant involved with 1t? |

A. I'm not exact sure of the exact data, but

I think it was afterwards, vas.

AAA COURT REPORTERS 713 466-9315
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. 1 - Q. Falrly c¢clesa in timing anyway?
2 A. Yea. '
3 o. And so the mattexr received some pratty
4 aignificant attention, I assume --
L A. %aa, it.did.
6 g. -- in light of the investigation? But
7 when you became aware of this, the investigation wae

8 engeing, cbvioualy?

3 A. When I -- Df the switch?

16 Q. cf the -- 0Of the Memphis switch.
11 Aa. Yea. -
12 Q. Now, what -- In terms of the overall
. 113 significance of the -- ko vou, to the investigation,
14 what was thé glgnificanca of that information

15 cnﬁ:arning that switch in Memphia?

16 A The Memphis switch was the firat awicch
17 that we hadlaﬁ ayawitness that could say the brake
18 ‘pressure aﬁitch was flaming. It was conmtrained
19. aﬁnugh that thera wefe no other cnmpanentﬂ that

20 wara -- that were involved cther than that ia the
21 brake pressure awitch area. Tpa -= The part wae
22 opened up and it indqaﬁ had cracks in the Eapton

23 with -- that allowed brake fluid in and brake £luid

Z24 had getten into the mlectrical connecticn area and

1LITTA

. - 25 thg:_:v_- was corrosion that Central Labs identified as

. AAA COURT REPGQRTERS 713 466-5325
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being the result of corrosion with brake Fluid.

0. Okay. Let me -- Let me understand this,
When -- When NHTSA sent the letter te you in
November of 19%8 -- or Ford saylng, you know, we'wva

had some r;purtn, identified some components; we
want you to look into this, was there any -- with
regard teo theae incidents that they identified in
the letter, was there any#séacific hard evidence,
eyewitness evidence, for example, that =somecns
actﬁally fsaw a brake preszure switch flaming or dn
fire? - |

- I baliave, in the evidence -- or in the
documentation that came with the NHTSA letter, it
wasg all inveutiggtinn type of information. 3o there
wa; net ;'-- a direct eyawitness of the hrake
pressure Ewituﬁ, par sa.

g. 8o there were gome &arlier ingcidentes,
there were some suspicions, some thaoriaa; but the
ﬁemph;d awltch was ons whers somebody actually saw
the ewitch on fira?
| A. That's correct,

Q. And did thg fact of that avent have any
effact on your beliefe or c¢onclusiona that such a
thing was poasible?

A. It -- It confirmed that such a thing was

AAR COURT REPORTERS 713 466-32325
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(posaible,

Q- And when you opened up the switch, you
said you found cracks or something in the Kapton;

is that right?

A That'e correct.

2. And you found residue, brake fluid
residue?

A. Yag .

Ql And at that time, did you hava an

e#planatinn fer why tﬁgre wara cracks 1in the Xapton?®

A. We didn't have a vary'gccd explanaticn.
What we did saea loocking in looking at the -- at the
Kapton, I think I dascrihﬁd earliaear, teardrops in
the Xapton that looked to me as though they could be
areas where stress concentration would've --
wculd'v& helped cause the Kapten to -- ko be
etressed and cracked.

Q. One of thagae dabumgntn tﬁﬁ: Mr. Mayer
showed you ragef ko -- In fast, I think it might
be -~ T can -- I want to taks cthem out of order
becauga we'ra t#lking about this now. But there iz
an exhibit that he ﬁhnwed vou, Exhibit 24, I
belleve -- Yoal, Exhibit 24. Do youw want to turn to
that? |

Aa. Okay.

AAA COQURT REPORTERS 713 466-9325
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Q. Exhibit 24 is a -- this E-Mall that he
went over -- Mr. Maysr went over pretty carefully
with you?

AL Yes.

0. in fact, I think he -- he read every line

of this E-Mail to you during the couraa of his
questioning except for the gection on Page 2, which

ig labelaed: Questions for T.I. Do you remember

Ehake?
MR, MAYER: Objact to form,
A. Yas, I do.
Q. I belieave that wae the only part of the

E-Mail that he didn't read to you in the courae of

his questioning. 9o you remember that?
© A Yed.
Q. Héll, ona cof tha gquesticna that are
idsntifiud there, there are -- Lat's see -- one,

two, three, fnur; Eive, aix, sﬁven, aight, nine, ten
gquestions that are listed thars. Do you see that?

A. YTes,

Q.  And there are a number of gquegtiona. We
can talk about tham later.- But ona of the
questions, I helieve,lﬁan{_'ﬁhat are =-- Where arse
the anawers/feedback to ﬁh: many questlone askead

during the anulyﬁia at T.I. Tech Lah*h {Stated many

ABRA COURT REPORTERS 713 466-9325
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[questions were asked, primary was in regards to the

cause of the ¢rease mark found on the Kapton). Did
1l read that right?

A. That's correct.

0. Now, i8 tha crease mark that's found on
the Kapton that's referred t¢ in that document, the
teardrop that you juat deacribe& in the -- that was

oheervad on the Memphis switech?

A. Yes.

Q. 8¢ it's one and the pame?

A. That's ecorract.

e. Now, have you sBeen other people refar to

such creases as Mickay Mouse ears?

A. Puring the investigatlion or since?

o, Bince.
A. YaB.
Q. Or I don't knoaw, Somabody paid Texas

Longhufna; f don't know 1f that's -- 1 dap't know.

Eave you ever seen that?

A No.

Q. ﬂkny.- 1've saan Mickey Mouse eara and
I've seaen craadea and I've seen teazrdrops.

A. That's cnrfect. |

Q. Do all of those tarms basically mean the

gama thing to you?

AA2A CLURT REPORTERE 713 466-9325
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A. Theay're diffarant levels cf -- cf the same
thing. A teardrop would kind of be a -- or Mickey
Mousge wars would be a doubkle teavrdrop. A :réasa

would be -- could ba either with the Mickey Mouss
eArs or a teardrop.

0. And at the time that tha information came
in about the Memphis awitch, Mr. Porter, were you
attempting to gain an understaﬁding of how it came
to be that this Kapton membrane in this awitch had
developed this crease or this Mlckey Mousa aar or
this increase ~-- tﬁis taardrop?

A. Yes, I wanm.

Q. And what did¢ you do to try to find that
out, to find ocut the anewer to that guemstion?

A, We asked Taexas Inatrument what they ccould
tell ua about that.

0- Now, why in the world would you ask Texas
Instrumenta?

A. Because it was thailr part, thay_daﬁigned

the part, they designed the process to build the

.part. They had the sentrol aystems in place for

building the part, they would understand the details
of tha part better thap anybody else.
Q. Now -- Now, hold on, Mr. Porter.

Mr. Mayver pointed ovut and he's right, you know;

AAA COURT REPORTERS 713 466-9325
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1 those guys at Wixcom, they pull a vacuum on these
. 2 break lines, don't they?

3 Aa. ¥Yes, they do.

4 Q. And, you kneow, pulllng that wvacwum, that

5 could cause that crease or that Mickey Mougse ear or

g that teardrop, couldn't it?

7 A. I don't know that it could.

8 a. ﬁell. I mean, that's a pomgibility, right?

g A. Well, thelprublam with that is that that

10 vacuum 1s being drawn not only on Town Care since

11 the %2, '"%3 modal yaai, but on all the other

12 vehicle lines alase,

13 0. Did T.I. ever acknowledge to you during
. 4 the course of the investigation that they knew where

15 did cr=zme came from?

X5 A. No, they did not.

17 a. You're Ffamiliar wieh that old rock and

14 roll sﬂng:' Who put the bop in-tha kop shebop?

1% ' A. Yes. 1

20 g. Did they evar tell you whe put the bop in
21 the bop shebop?

22 A. No, thay did not.

23 Q. Did they ever tell you who put the creane

24 in the Kapton?

12780

25 A. Mo, they did not.

ARA COURT REPORTERS 713 456-513125
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1 2. bid they tell you that they had actually
. 2 put creages in Kaptons in the manufaecturing of

3 awitches back in 19%1, '927

4 A. Not untll afrer tha racall.

g Q. Did they tell you thay had written

6 documents back in that tiﬁe frame that actually

7 described these things as Micksy Mouse earse?

] A. No, they did not. r
9 c. When did you first £ind out 211 of that?
10 A. Reviéwing the Highlights that T.I. had
11 produced for.the GSonzales casge.
12 Q2. Whan -- When you were Erying to find out
13 in December of 19%% what the caume of the crease

. 14 mark was in the Kapten en the Memphis switch, would

15 you have llked te know thar in 1991, '32, these --
16 rhat creases had been found in Kapton in the

17 manufacturing processes that were belng wsed by T.I.
18 |at that tima?

19 : A . Yed.

20 Q. . Why?
21 A. Bacause 1t would've relatsd thase parte
22 back to what wam going on at Texas Instrument at the

23 time. What we were being told over and over again

24 was that all parta that T7.I. had shipped met

25 npc:ification, but' we =-- that all the parts had met
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-apeclfication and that there had been ne changes to
the process since they had etarted producing the
parts.

o. Uh-huh. and did -- Did T.I. ever tell yQu

in -- in the ensuing next couple of menths -- In no
case, they didn't tell you in December., but I'm sure
they answered all these questicns at ona time or
another. Did thsy aver tell you -- You know,
ﬁﬁere's that February -- Here, this one that
Mr. Mayer =said he didn't want to ask any guestions
about, he wanted to Ep;ed it up, =0 he just skipped
right ovear it, Exhibit 27.

MR. MAYER: Obisect, gidebar.

Q. I think he paid, I want -- I -- Do you
recall him saying te you, I'm noﬁ going to ask any
gueations about this, I want to speed this up,
Exhibit 277

A. f:l.

Q. And ha showed you this docgﬁunt, this
ovarview, 77 PS8 overviauw 2-10-587

A Yas.

Q. And in here there's all kinde &f
infarmatian.supplied te PFerd, correct?

.A. That'e correct.

Q. I mean, pratty good atuft,_right?
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L A. Ymah.

Q. I mean, very detailed, vary ariadite
{gic.), gquite informativa?

A, Uh-huh.

Q. In fact, for example, Mr. Beringhause
reports in here on Page -- on the second pages of

this document when he talks about the Xapten
diaphragma, ha talks about the fact that the life
expectancy of tha T.I. brake prass;ra gwitch can
vary, but typically it's around ore millinn cycles,
which is well above th; 50P,000 c¢ycles specified In
the Ford specification. Do you eae that?

A. That'as correct.

Q. So baaibally, what T.I. ie weaying is that
théy just don't expect Kapton to wear out, do they?

MR. MAYER: Object, form.

A. That's <¢oxrect.

Q. There's no pre -- There's no concept of
pfemature wear or wearing out of this part, I mean,
thia is there for the life of the vahicla?

- A. That's right.

2. And that's what you would've expected when
Ford bought this part; isn't 1t?

A. That's Tight.

Q. ind soc that's in here, that's information

-AAR COURT REPORTERS 713 466-9315
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. 1 in here, right?

2 A Uh-huh.

3 Q. and I mean, did you follow any of those
4 questions that Qire being asked cf you as to what
5 constitutes just, you know, Kapton wearing ocut

6 versue premature wearing outc?

7 A. It was very to confusing.

g g. Did you have a;::y underatanding befcre

5 Mr. Mayer asked those guesticns that apparently
10 somebody thinke Kapton can actually wear out during

11 the course of a vehlcle lifeT

12 A. That wasn't anything that had been
. i3 presented Lo us.
14 Q. In this particular documenta, did

15 Mr. Baringhausa address the basic i1ssue of that
16 Tennesgas ewitch and what had happened in that

17 |particular event.

18 A. I'm not sure 1f haldid or notk.

1s | @. In this Exhibit 277

20 A. No, it's not.

21 Q. Did yﬁu gee it someplaca irn a draft of the [

22 _|documents, however?

23 A. Yes, I did.
24 _ L something that was maybe produced during
. 25 the course of litigation at somewhares along the way? E

i AAA COURT REPOQRTERS 713 466-39325
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A, Yes.
MR. FEENEY: <Can I just have one --
one minute? Why don't we just take ona --
HR; MAYER: £Sure.
MR, FEENEY: -- minute while I'm --
HR..HAYER: Do you want to take a -
MR. FEENEY: Yaah. Why don't we Ea
five minutes and take a rest roem break.
-THE VIDEDGRAPHEh: Off the record.
d:44:14.
MR. FEENEY: We'll quit at 5:00,
Eric.
{(Recess taken.}
(Exhibit No. 41 marked.)
- MR. FEENEY:- - Qkny.
MR. MAYER: Do I have a continuing
objection as well? Thank you.
| MR. FEENEY: On the -- On form?
S8ure. Yaah.

Q. We thank” yocu for the indulgencs,

Mr. Porter. I was able to find in the short break

the documant I was looking for.

ka

MR. FEENEY: 1I've marked Exhibic a1.

Mr. Mayer, I've got. Sxhibkit 41 --

MR. MAYER: Thank you.

AARp COURT REFORTERS 713 466-9325
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1 MR, FEENEY: -- there for you.
. _ 2 Q. Would you take a look at Exhibit 41,

3 My . Portexr?

4 A ¥Yas.
5 a. What is that deocument.
6 A. It appears to be a draft of what was part

7 of Exhibit 27 written the day before Exhibit 27 was.
a Q. And at the tep of the document, I mean,

9 just to read it for identification purposesa, it :

1 says: From Andy McGuirk, sent Thursday,

11 Feﬁruary 11, 19%9%, 8:57 a.m., to Baumann Ruae, Dague
12 Bryan. Diﬁ I read chat correctly?

13 A. That's corract.

. | 14 Q. And carbon copy to Beringhause, Stevan and

18 Rowland Thomas =- Rowland, Thomaa?

la A, That'a correct.
17 . a. Okay. And it eays, Subject: 77PS
18 ovepviaw, Mr.McGuirk writeas: "Just soma minor

15 pointe and drop out tenn line”, spalled t-e-n-n

20 line. Did I read chat corrsctly?

221 A. That'!'s correct.
2 Q. ' Now, when did you firast come acroas

23 Exhikit 41, Mr. Portex?

24 A, In reviewing documents produced for the

25 Gonzalea case,

12788
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- Q. Exhibit 27 which we've fuferred to
earlier, doess that contain a sc-called 77PS overview
dated 2-10-937

A. Yegs, it dgesg,

q. And was the 77P3 overview dated 2-10-99
that 1s the subject of Exhibit 27, waa that document
prﬁvided to you during ths coursee cof the

investigation and your work with T.I.?

A, The document, Exhibkit 27, was provided to
um, Yyesa.
Q. Was tha versien of thi-lducumants that is

included in Exhibit 41 provided to you during tha
course of your inveatigation?
A. No, it was not.
Q. Eave you had an occaslon -- Have you had
the opportunity to compare 41 to 277

A. ¥es, I have.

G. And have you been able to figure cut what
the rafsrence ia to drop oﬁt-the tenn line?

A. I balieve I have. _

Q. Hauld1yuu please go to the third page of

Exhiblit 41, sir?

A. [(Witnesas complies.)
Q. And have I highlighted a sentenca in that
document?

AAM COURT REPORTERS 712 466-2325
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A. Yas,.ynu havea,

Q. And dld that sentence appear in the
document bold and it Italice?

A. Yesa, 1t did.

0. Would you read that sentence into the
record, pleage?

A. "Resulta of tLhe analysis of the pressure

switch from Tennessesa phowad curve markes on the

‘|diaphragm that may have been caupsed by & pinched

Kapton, THM.

Q. #nd did -- Wame that information provided
to vou by T.X, in 1999 aa part of this document?

A, No, ir was not.

g. Do you know why Mr., McGuirk ordered that
that reference he dropped from this version of the
document that was given to Ford?

A. I don't know why he would do that.

Q. Would that have besn information that
would have been useful to ynﬁ in your iavestigaticon
af that time? -

A. Not only would it hava been useful to me,

but I'm a little hit surprised, given 1it's

correlation to the part Ffrom Memphlie, that this

paragraph would've ahown up deep into the document.

Q. Well, what -- wkat is tha nigﬁificance of

AAA COURT REPORTERS 713 466-9325
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thism? I mean, we're all aittring here. I'm not a
chemist, I'm not 3n engineer. T mean, what's --
what's the significance, Kazpten, Kriptonite? I

mean, it doesn't -- It'ms all the ta'me. What'as Lthe

significancde of this thing to you?

A Well, this ig the diaphragm material that
T.I, Usmes in thelr brake presgsure switch tgc kesp
the -- the hfaka fluid on the fluld aide away from
tha alectrical componants.

o. All right. B0 what's thia saying to you?
If thia information had bheen provided to you, what
would this be telling you?

A. This is telling us that a manufacturing
and PV anamaly such ag a pinched Xapton, which is
apparently momething that T.I. was familiar could.
reault in the crease that we had been asking about.

Q. $o the -- Now, they did talk about pinched

Kapton in Exhibit 27, if you loock Page -- the second

| paga of that document. They did talk about tha fact

that, you know, manufacturing anomaly such as
pinchad EKapton can affect the Eapten dilphrajﬁ. D&y
you sam that? |

A. That's -- Thlt'n &arract. But they did
not corzrelate it to the part that we had gotten back

from Memphis.

ARAR COURT REPCQRTERS 713 466-93135
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C. Did T.I. ever, in the course of the
investigation that yﬁu were conducting, knowledge to
you rhat ths Memphis awitch may well have contained
&2 magufacturing cdefect?

A. No, they did not.

Q. And, in fact, sir, is it true that
throuvghout the course of the inveatigation T.I. -«
T.I.'s posture to you as Ford's representative waag

that all of the T.I. sawitecehas had passed the impulas

testing?

A, That's cnrra;t.

Q. And, therefore, how could they possibly be
leaking®?

A. That's correctkt.

Q. And you belleaved 1it?

A. And I believed it.

c. And is that one reason why you apent eo
much timE';nd effort trying te <ome ﬁp with aoms
uitarnativ- suluaiun that would be aefficiant and

mffactive as a recall and a f£fix in the fleld that

would saliminatm ﬁhe risk of fire to your customers?

A. That is correct.
a. HBecause you helieved the awitch was not
defective; that the membran= was fine and that there

weren't any manufacturing problems?

AAN COURT REPORTERS 713 466-93125
9597 Jones Road, No. 363, Houston, Téxas 7706ES




10
11
12
13
14
15
16

17
18
19
20

.21

22

23

24

25

2BE

A. That's correct.

Q. Okay. Let'"®s go back and pick up the
story. ©Golng kack to Exhibit lT; I think that's
where I wae. Now, you told us abeout Charlie Dduglas
bPeing the guy that informed you that the switches
were hot wired and you were asked some guestions
about Exhibir 17. Actually, what he says is -- In
the -- In the next to the laat paragraph he aays --

And this is an E-Mail to you, right?

A. That's correct.
Q. Ckay. 8o he writes to you ag followa:
"one additional note: During cur discussion

yesterday you talked about the awitch pkeing hot aon

the Town Jvar, I think I wmisunderstood the context

0f your statement. At thae time of our discussion I

was thinking thgrmal het, but upon furthar
reflection believe you may have meant wired hor."
Mow, let da'jult ntnﬁ right there. tht's the
ditfafsnca?

A. ThnerI hat wauld be ﬁnmtthing that was
hot to the tnucﬁ; Wired hot is kind of an
uiectrical term which means that elactricity is
availakle to the d-vice.

Q. Okay. HNow, did he respoand back when you

had thig eonversatien that the gwitch was not

- AAA COURT REPORTERS 713 456-9325
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thermal hotc?

A. I'm not sBure,
o, Hot te the Eouch?
A. I == I =« I bhalieve that he said he didn'£

kelieva it'was hot te the touch.

Q. fOkay. 8So he'a clarifying maybe some
information that he had previcualy given you?

A. That's correct.

Q. And he goea on to say: "If thie is the
cage --" Meaning if you were actually talking about
wheather it waa wired hat -~ "] am pretty sure the
awitch iz wired het in virtually all of the above
appiicatinns;' Now, the "abhove applicaticna* are --
ia that a reference te evary one of these vehicles
inﬁavery.nna of thess model years?

A, I balieve that it 18,

Q. Are these all vehicles and model years
that T.I. ia auﬁplying ewitchas for?

A.  Yes.

0. S0 it wasn't just in Decamber of 19308 that
Charlie Dnuglaﬁ apparently knew that the Towa Car
was wired hot. 1Is it true that you understeood this
to mean that he knewlthat all of these applicationsa
ware wired hot?

A, That'e correct.

AAA COURT REFORTERS 713 466-39315
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. Now, that's not sgurprilsing to you at all;
ig ik?

A. Ne, it'a not.

Q. You would experct a Q-1 supplier ko know

that, wouldn't you?

A, That's right.

Q. Ga to the next exhihit. That'as exhibit
what?

A, 18. r

Q. Exbibit 1B. Just a guestion on Exhibit

-

18, This ia this wemo that sort of documents the
fact that -- that thare was a trip taken to
Attleboro and the reference here is: Can some --
Can some f£ind out tha type of material used in the
exkinguiaher. You'zre talking about here the -- the

continuing investigetion into the Memphie switch,

right?
A. That's correct.
a. And did I understand you to say that there

was some conglderation at some point in time about
the weather?

a. I believée that weather was -- was
conaidered a pnhsile question.

Q. nnd.I mean, 1s that normal in an

inveatigation of that type, whethar you want to look

ARA COURT REPORTERS 713 466-3325
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pattern of -- that applies in a -- you know, like in
a given reglon or given weather conditicns?

A If it'a posaible teo kinds out that kilnd of
information, somatimes it ecan be helpful, you know,
if it happense at a particular heat waive or maybe a
flood or & hail storm or some unusual factor.

0. During the courea of thia investrigation,

dgid you aver ascertain that thare was a -- that

there was some environmental factor that was going

on here -- -
a, No, we did not.
0. -- acceording tc the phanomenon of brake

Flutd leaking through a Kapton mambrzne?

- A. Ho, we didn'c.
Q. I mean, for example, did you determine
that if -- if someosnes bought a Town Car in Flerida

and kapt 1t thers for four or five years, thak that
made it somehow more susceptible to brake £luid

leakage than through the Kapton membrapne, than 1if

they .pulled it around in Montana?

A. The anly -- They cnly thing that we've
learned from that was that thare are & lot more Town
Cars in Florida than there are in Mantana.

Q.: Okay. All right. Other than that, that's
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about it?

A. That's correct.

@. A lot of those people are driving those
Town Cars to their «- to Palm Beach right now to
continue tha hand count.

Let'e go on ko the next axhibit, 13,
Thie is this documents that dealt with this -- this
information that Mr. Gribble pra?ided. And ware you
unde; any centinuing obligation to resport back ko
Mr. Gribble and inform him of events as they evolved
and daveloped? ‘

A. No, I was not.

Q. I mean, if we were to go to Ford and aak
for the =-- Wall, atrike that. I mean, do you know
wh;re Mr. Gribble ia today.

A Ko, I domo't.

Q. Irx there any actleon that you teock based
upsn the iﬁfurmatian provided in Exhibit 197

A. No, thera's not.

Q. And dces anyone that you know cf sericusly
dispute the fa:t.that brake fluild can bse
corrc@ive --

A.. Na.

@. -- if it's permitted to-leak through the

Kapton membrane?

ARA COURT REPORTERS 713 466-9325
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A, No.
0. Was ﬁhe suhﬂect of --
MR, FEENEY: Eric, it'a 5:00 o'clock
and I‘d just scen quit. I mean, we gult at 5:00
yegterday 20 let's guit today. I'm not dene and I'm
not going to get done in a half hour or =o.
MR. MAYER: 1 figured as nmuch.
That'a fine. Yau wanted to stop.
| A.
MR. FEEHEY:. May -- Might just as
well atap. -
THE VIDEOGRAPHER: The deposition is

concluded for today, S:02:42.

* * *

CHANGES KND SIGNATURE

PAGE LINE CHANGE REASCON
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I, FREDERICK JAMES PORTER, have read the
toregoing deposition and hereby affix my signature
that same is true and correct, except as noted
above,

FRECDERICE JAMES PORTER

THE STATE QF )

CQUNTY OF 1

Before me, » on this day
perscnally appeared FREDERICK JAMES PORTER. known to
mae (&r proved to me on the oath of
or through

: (demcription of ldentity
card or other document)) to be the perscon whose name
is subwycribed tou the foraegoing instrument and
acknowledgad to me that he executed the same for the
purposes and conslderation therein expressad.

(Seal) Given under my hand and seal of office
this day of t .

HQTARY PUBLIC IN RND FOR
THE STATE OF
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s Barnoety T 019

=¢-Nh|nnmnfgg:1(353
L W, Camp Forf Mrtr Camonrey
Cirwctew TH Towa Carts Drinm
Aumatve Satety OMea Daarbam, Michigen 41128 LA

Ewrorsnantsl Ana Salaty Enginearng

™ Maz=h L1, 19499

Mr. Thomas 2. Coouer, Chief
Vehicle Integrivy Division
Office of Defects [ovestigations
Naclonal Highway Tzafffc

Safary Administration
400 Seventh Strast, 5. W.
Waghinggen, DC 20590

Gear Mr. Coogar:

Subject;: PEFE-QS55:NSALZiLa

. This letter completes Ford's reaoonme Ca tha agency's
Noavambes 24, 2998 lecter concezning che subjeqgc investigarian
by providing additional {nfsrmacion in reapanss: Ca Raquasc No.
1. As tha agesncy is aware, Ford is conduccing am sxzansive

investigation into chis isaue, We will kaso che acency
informed a» chat lpvestigaction progresses.

If you have any guestions concqrning chis respanse
plea=e contact.me.

vary cruly yours,

TN am®

Atcachment

)

‘f"




ATTACEMENT
Marzh 1, -3&83

PR

. T 1 =T & - =

. Ford's regponsa to this Sraliminazy Tvaluacion
inquiry wam prepa-ed Dursvant Co a diligene and gond faien
fsgarch for che jaformaticn requastgd. Wnille we have enplayed
our beac good fajich efforca eo provide pesponsive informacisn
the bBreadeh of the Agency's raguest andt che reEquirsmanc ohac ’
informacicn be provided on an expediced besis makes ch:iz a
difficult cask. We neverthelgss have made savery =fZgr:z oo
provide thorough and accuracte informacion and wa would za
pleaased to heac with Agancy personnal =o dlipcuad any aspact of
ehis inquizy.

Toe scopg of Ford's invescigaticn canducted to locscs
responsive ioformakion focused on Ford employees moac likely co
ba knowladgaahle about che subjecc maccer of chig inguiry, and
ta reviewing Pard files in which regponsiva informacicn
ordinarily would be expacted Co be found and ko which Ford
ordinarily would refer, aa mors fully deecribed in chis
rasponse. To che extant-thac the Agency's definicion of Ford
includes suppliars, sontyaccora and afflliaced encarpriass for
which Ford doas pot exercias day-co-day operaciocnal econczol, we
poce chat informacion belonging to such sncicies ordinerily is
not in Ford'as possession, custedy or concral. Ford has
conscrued this requestc ag partalaing to vehicles manuiaccuzes
for sale in the Uniced States.

fRazponsax to your speclfic numbered requescs follow.
As reacgquescad, aftar each numeric designatisn, we have gec forch
varbatim the request for informaclon. fellowsd by aur =asponse

ca it
Recwsas do. 2

Scare che oumbsr incidents, known o Ford., ln which che
allnged defact has besn reported to have sccurred in
cthe subjece venleles, furnigh copiea of all documentcs,
from any and all sources, including documeanca which maw
ot originally havae besn submicced ro Ford, which ara
in Ford'g posEsexicc or control, or of which it is
otheruwise awars., chac pertain, in any way, Lo any of
thesea incidents. This should inelude, bur iz noc
limtewd o, all documants possessead by Ford, ar of
which it Ls ccherwlss aware, percalaing co che reporcs
included with thia l=ctar., Furnish sll documencs
whethar or nee Ford has veriZied =he validicy of =ach
documsnt. For sach incidsne in this rasponse please
provide che vahicle owner' s name. addreas, and
ralaphone number; and idencify all vehicles by vahicle
idanciflcation aumber, model yaar, dace of manufacture,
date of, rucall sale, dace of incidanc, milsage ac che
cime of the incidenc, and problem descripcion. For ail
incidents iavolving lawsulcs pleads idanclify che
caption, sours., docker number, and filing dace of masch
lawsuir and a capy of the complainc documenc ipfciacing
the lawsuit. Sorz all ipeldeacs by causa apd azea or

comgonsat of orisla.

ERQZ-325-A 12882
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degquesc Mo, J

scace the cocal nunber vahiclesg seld in che Unizsd
Scates by model game and model yea: ctihac bave engina
compare [sig) configuracicns {i.s., componencs and
compeornent locakisn, wiring harnessas and har—oass
locacion! the same as che subject vahiclas. P-avide a
rasponds CO duascion pumber cwo for all vahiclaes
fdentifisd in your answer ca this gquesecicen.

Anavwer

In accordance wich che agency's January 1L, 1399
latter and a January 21, 1393 calephens discussion bestwean Ford
Automaeive Safety Office persannal and Massrs. Coonar and
Abbote of WHTSA, Ford and Che agency Idencifisd four componeacs
located in lefr sida undar hood oFf tha subject vahiclas whizh
are of imeerest to tha agency. The componentcs idsncified werw
ag Followa:

1. 8Switeh - spead concrol deaccivarisn

2. Relay cmhtar

3. LIASEL wiring hatnesa which connects co che EEC
4. EDIS ignitlon meduls,

- Addiclaonal study of chess componantcs way coanducted by
Ford to deacermine chelr usage, packaga location, and deawign
level. In a follow up telsphona discussion on Fabruary 2
between Ford Automotive Safety Office parsonnel and Masscs.
Coopar and Abboct of MHTSA, Ford and che agsncy agreesd chat
vahicles using che apesd conteol deactivacion switsh wich a
parc number of FIVC-3F%24-%+, veniclas wich a 13AS3]1 wiring
harnags chat functions with a 50 pln EEC connec:ior and e che
relay canter incegraced as & pars in sasembly, and vahiclas
using an BEBIS.6 the flactronic Discribucorlegs Ignicion Sys:tem
madula (EQIS-2 12K0721 are to he considersd chows vehlcles s
having "speciflc cosponents ldencifiied" am desczibad in che
agency's January 11 latbtsr. Thersfore, Ford's rassanss tQ
Request Nos..2 and 3 Pocuses on Che vehicles wich the “spscific
COmMpOnencs. .. idantifisd. .. following sxamination of vahicles. ®

A matrix aof vehicias with tha abowe idancifled
componsnts and tha productian volumes, as agreed Lo in che
Fabruary %, cooversation with ehe agency, was provided in
Appendix [ ta eur Februsry 15, 1%%% response. Subgequent £2 ™
our February 15. 19%% responss we leamned chac a =spesd concrol
dasctivaclon swicch with a part numbazr FIAC-IFIR4-v* was #lso
used in 1992-1993% model yesar Lincoln Town Cars and che vahicies
aiready idencified in Appandix I za cur February 15 .acier,

The FIAC ywicch was used interchangeably wich che F2VC switch;
the vehicles tdentifimsd ln che matzix are corzec: and no ocher
Ford vehicles use Eha FIAC or FIVC switch,

- EARR-02%-A 12803
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T™he Iallowing contains addiciocnal indormacise chac
relacas te che second part of Reguesc No. 3, =Praovide a
readgonse to guascion aumker cwo for all wehlclas idane:Ziad in
vaur argwaAr co thig gueanize.”

| For purposwd of Ldeacifying zeports of iacidencs
potencially involving the alleged dafece and any relacad
documents, ford has gachesed "owner reporcs” and “2iald
raporca’ maintained Ly Ford Quecomer Servigs Division (~7CSD"),
and claim and lawsuilt information maintained by Ford's oSfics
of che Gansral Counsel ("0GC").

gwpes Bagopcs. A8 the agency is awsrs. within FCSD'»m
North Amarican Cugromer Sarvice Cperations, Chere {2 a Cuscomer
Assiscance Canzar {"GChRC") thac Ls responsible for facilicacing
commenication becwemn customers, dealarshipa and Ford Mocor
Cempany. Amang othar things, che CAC handlss celephenic,
elecrronic [(via che Incerpnet), And wricCan inguiries.
suggesaclons, informatisnal requeacs, and concerns [“concmcts®)
from Ford and Lincolp-Marcury vehicla ownars about cheir
vehicles ar salsa and service prosasszas. The coptacog ang
handled by CAC custamer service rspressntatives, who snter a
summary of the cuscomar contace inco a dacabase known as MORS
{Mascer Owner Falations Systeml. COartain conbaccs, such as
letters Erom cusbEdmersg, arsa antared ilaco che MORS facabamge and
alao dre coplad co micrafilm, or more racently, ifmaged and
skharad aleerronically,

Tha ZAC asslgns co each venhlele-velaced contact
FePOXT & "SYRpLom cosm™ or category that gmnerally reflscrs the
omntuzre of the custcmer confacr or vehicls concern, as dascribed
by the owner. The CAC doem not undsrrcake to coniizm che
a=curacy af the description provided by che cwner; they simely
record what im peporced. Therefors, given tha complexizy af
the modern motor vahicle, it 19 Ford's exparimnca chac a
significanct percencage of owner contesta do net concain
aufficiene infnymaticn ko maks a cechnical assegsoene of cha
condicion af eche vehicle of che cause of che avent ragozced.
Accordingly, although MORS contac: reporcy amay be uselul in
ideptifying pocantial problems and crands, the rwcords ars noc
tha smpirical squivalenn of confirmed incidencs and/or
dealership's diagncals. The MORS databass malntaindy <ustomas
contact infermacion for Civa yaars.

. In raspoading to cthis informatlon request. Taxrd
tlectronically searchad MORS contact yaports dacad through
Pehruary 17, 1999 fqr 1994-1997 model year Crown VYictoria and
Grand Marguis, 13596-19%7 model yeas Linceln Towm Car. and 1593~
1935 model year Lingoln Mark VIII vehicles wich sympcam cadas
203+++ {Elac-rical/Charging Syscam-Low Charge, Righ Charge,
Inoperative, tioise, Indicacsr, Wizing/Baaic- Attachmanc,
Roucing, T=ailer, Starting Syscew-Drive Engage, Slow Crank,
Ignitlon Swizeh, Inopezacive, Noisa, Batterzy-Low Fluid, dpaksn
Terminal, case Cracked, Laaksz, Wen't Hold Charge, Ruxillary
{ouall, Circuit Procecticn-Fume 3ox [ntarnal, Discribucion Box
{Excernall); 30i*++* (Chassis/Sarvice Brake Syscem-ABS
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Indicavor, Noisy-Frzonc, Asar, Front and Rear, Orag-Front, fea-,
Front and Rear, Pull-Laf=, Bight., Lafc or Righz, Lack-Uo/Gran-
fronc, Rear, Fronc and RAear, S=dal-Agpearance, Atzachmenc, A3z
Sslf Actuating, High Effarss, Sofc/Spongy. Sulmatzs, Low Pedal,
Noise, lnoperacive/Ineffaccive-Fronc, Raar, frant and Rear,
Excasgiva WeAr-Front., Esar, Front angd Rear, Leapks-Alr fragsgy=s,
Fluid); 3p4+++ [(Chassis/Suspension Svscen/Suspension Eida
Quality-Harsh, Sofc/Float, Boccoming, Laan/Sag/Heighc-3ech Ends
Low, Boch Enas High, Front Low, Franc High, Laans Lafn, Laang
Righe, Suspension Dog Tracking, Suspension Laaks, Suspansion
olsa-Fronc, Baar, Boch, Suspensaion Indigecor, Susgension
Shocke/Strute- Laaks); 403** [Exhaps: Sygtem Vigual Smake-2lus,
Black, Whice); 404-+* [(Exhaust System/ruel Syscem/Leaks-Filcer
Area, Tanic/Jeams araa, FTiller Neck, Gas Cap Arsa, Pump/Seal
Aras, Linss, Tank Selecteor, Fusl Sys:iem Odor-Engins
Compartment, Passangar Compartment, Truck, Excarier, Fuel
Systex ¥olge-Pump Assemhly, Tank Avrae, Engine Comparcmenc,
Fassanger Comparcment, Trunk Area, Exterior, Fuel Sysram Slow
Fiil. Puel Systam Atbachmenc- Fllcoer, Tank, Fillar Neck/Cap.
Injeccor, Fuel System Routing-Filter, Tank, Filler Meck/Can,
Injector, Fusl Systan Expulsion/Press-Whan Refueling, Whan
Aunning, ¥When Tuzrned Off, Fuel Systanm Izdicazor-Law Fuel);
499+++ |(Englne Noise/Bazid Engloa/Engitie Geanaral Concern,
Appearance, Appearance Torrosien, Aktach/Mouncing, Mizmaing
Comps., Miswasamily, Machanical Failurs, Indicator Check
Baginel ; 704++* (Unknown Scurce/Fire Emoke/Viaibla Flame-Cyll.
Relaced, Trunk, Cargo/Bed Arsa, Passspger Arsa, Undarhood,
Under Vehicla, Flre/Smoks/Stoke-Coll. Ralaced. Trunk,
Cargo/tSed Aras, Passenger Arsa, Tnderhéocd, Under Vehicle,
Fira/Smoka Scorched/Burnc-Coll. Helaced, Trunk. Cargo/Baed
Area, Pawasngar Area, Underhood, Undar Vehicle! : 70%*+2
(Unknewn Soursa/Oder/ Underhood, Trunk Ar=a, FPAgdsnger
Campariment, Under Vehicle, Cargo/Bed Areal. The slasgcronic
search wag nerforued wich Concordance full-cexs ilnfarmacion
racriaval sofcwars, using the fellowing search Tazmg: amokas,
fira, fiam*, burn*, maic+*., thermal, underhood, smolder~, hec,
ovarheac*, small*, odor* and compucer generated veristiona af
theae warda. Contact reporcs sbrained from cha slastrenis
smareh wara raviawad for allegacicns concerning all under hood
firan or ocher "thermal scomaliaes,” from any source or arigln,
of any deacription, laval, degree, or magnituda, eceuyring in
tha lefr, or drivera side, of tha engine compartmenz, lncluding
firem in the araa of che lefc front wheel, or left frone
fander., To cha axganc that che above records rallesc Teporcd
or allagatione of updsr hood {irss ¢r "thermal anomaliaes”
ceeurzifng in the lefc, or cha driver side which may relaces o2
cthe “spwclific componancs,* gne repazt is contained in Appencgix
T-k Far che 1594-1%97 model vear Crown Victoria and Grand
Margquis. No similar owne: reports were locaced for che 13%6-
1937 model ymar Lincoln Town Car and 1993-199% wodel year
Lincal Mazk VIIT vehicles.
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Ford ham also lacludsed gunar caports which degorita
under hoad £ires But dre ambiquous as co che cause or origiz of
the fire or whesher chey may relaca to che above-mencicned
componants. Ninatsagn such owWner reporcts ate concaiped in
Appendix. I-3 for the 1%9¢-1%37 model year Crown Viersriz asd
Grapnd Marguls, two auch awner reporcs are cencained in Azoandie
II-8 for the 1536-1997 model year Lingwln Town Car Vehicles ang
ane such owner repdrc s cancained in appendix IIZ-3 Far cha
1593-1595 model year Lincoln Mark VIII veniclas.

Ford has alsc included owner raports witlel descosipmd
Eull vehicle fires but are ambigucus as ca che allegad causs aor
arigin of the fire or whechar chey may ralace e cha abgve-
mentioned cogponencs. Thircy-chras such owner raporcs ara
contained in Appendix I-C for che 1995-1997 model ye=ar Crown
Vietoria and Crand Margquis and two such cwnar repoccs are
contalnaed i Appendix II-C for che 1996-1997 model year Lincoln
Town Car vehicles, No simllar owner reports warm locaced for
the 1953-1955% medel year Lincoln Mask VIII vahicles.

ford hax alssé included swnar reports of othar fires

ar "thermal ancmalies, " of any dascripeion, lavel, dagres, ar
magnitude, ocsurring under hood in whigh it i3 allmged chac che
dource of the Firs was other than ane of the "spacific '
componancs.® We have provided Chese owner repores in Appendix
1.0 for Ehe 1994-1537 model year Crown Victoria and &rand
Marquis and in Appandix II-D for cthe 1595-1997 model year
Lincoln Town Car and in Appendix ITI-0 for che 1933-1995 madal
;ulr Lincoln Mark VIII vahiclas as "non-specific allagarians®
or your review becaumss of che broad socpe of the ragueac.
Based an our judsmenc, the information in cha reparca in
H;F‘ndic.! I-Br Ii*ﬂ. III"‘E| I"':J II‘Cr III-cr I'DJ II-DJ 'und
ITI-0 15 insufficient 5o supoort a dacgrminacion shat thay
perzain ta the allsged dafege. We have noc provided reports
wich speclfic allegacions of smoke or burnc Eronc brakes, brake
racors, calipezs, eces. thac iaiciacs in a wheal well and noc

umday hoos.

For copsistency, tha Four categoriss, Avpéndix +-A
chrough *-0; used for clagzifying documents as chay may r=laca
to Aequent Mo. 2 will be used Eor all cypes of repoccs (owner,
finld, lawauit, and ¢lalm) addresaed in chis rasponsa., Whan na
decumanes have beasn jdentified, the apoendix will axiec, but
concalin only a stacament that there ars no casponilive reporcs.

In che inceresr of rewpoending prompcly to chisg
iaquiry, Ford has noc undertcakan co gacher the microfila or
elastrenls images zalaced to chess contacty because of chs
largely duplicacive natures of che itaformacicn <oncained in the
micrafilm and images. as well as chms zime and the buzrden
agsoclated wirh locacing and producing choss documancs. The
percinent informaticn related To thoge concacts ganerally would
ke included in the centact reporrca cbtained from cha MORS
syetsm. Ta che saxcanc that those documenks axist, chey are
raflageed {n che "Mierp Whe:" field of the MORS concacc
rugores. Upon reguasc, Ford will attempr co locate any
specific - izems chat ara of intaredt to cha agancy.
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Eimig faporre Wichin f027, chezm is 3 Vehicla
Service & Frogrami Office chac Rax overall resporgililiey 2ap
vehicle serwvic= apd cechntcal suppors accivicias, including she
adminigcracion of {imld acticns. Thac Offica Lx the primary
source within Ford of wahicle concesn informacion ariginacing
from Fford and Lincola-Mezcury dealazships, Eield personnal. and
cchar sources., The indormation is maincained in a dazabaszs
Xnown as thae Common Quality Indicacsr Syscem ("COIS"), The
CAIS dacabaga includas —aports compilad Erom mare than a0
Company sources (#.g.. Company-owned vehicls surveys, sarvice
cachnlciana, fileld sarvice and gqualiey anginesze, and cechnical
hot line rapores, wtc.) providing what is intended co ba a
conprehensive concern identificacion resource. As wich MORS
concacse raporcs, CQIS rapores are apsigried o "sympeom code® ar
category Lhat generalliy reflsccy Che nacure of che concern.
The €IS database maincains informacicon for Five years,

Iz responding co this lafoarmation ragquest, Ford
alactranically sfeazrched CQIS reports dacted chrwush Februazy 11,
1999 for 1394-1997 model year Crown Victoris and Grand Marguis,
1956-1597 madel year Linccln Town Car, and 19%3-199% model year
Lincoin Mark VIIT vehicles with the following sympcom cgodes:
Elecerical/sScart/Charge/Charglng Syscem-Other, Low Charge, HRigh
Charge, Inoperative, Noisa, Indlicator, Moc Listed; Wiring-
Basiz-Ocher, Attachmeant, Rouling, Inaul/Shialding, Trailsr, Noc
Liscad; Starting Syscen-Qchaez, Crive Engage, Slow Crank,
Ignition -Swicech, Alr Systems, Lnopsracive, MNoise, Hot Liscaed;
Batcery-achar, Low Fluld, Broken Tarminal, Case Crackesd, Leaks,
Won'tc Hold Charge, Auxillary {Oual}, ¥ot Lisced; Circuic
Frotaccion-Cther, Fuse Box (Inkerior), Discribution Box
{Exterior), In-Lins Fuse, In-Line Brsaksr., Fusw Link, Disde,
Ralay, Regigtor, Wor Liscad); 3oL+ev {Chassis/Servies Braka/
Indicator-Ocher, Red Only, Anber Gniy, Red/Amber Only, Noc
Listed; Othar-Other; Hoisy-Ochap, Fronc, Rear, Front and Rear;
Orag-Other, Front, Asar, Front and Rear; Pull-Other, Lafc,
Right, Lefr or Righc: Lock-UpfGrab-Ochex, Fromc. Rear, Fronc
and Rear, Wot Liated; Pedal-Ocher, Appaarance, Atchchment, ABS
Self ace., High Effores, Scfe/Spengy. Pulsates, Low Padal.
Nolse, Rot Listed; Lnoperacive/Ineffacclve-Gcher, Fronk, Rear,
Front and Rear, Mot Liscad; Excessive Wear-Ocher, Frone, Rear,
Fronc and Rear; Lasaks-ocher Alr Prassurs-Yacuum, Fluid, Noc
Lisced;: Mot Liated Service Srake-Other, Not Lisced); Jog*+*
chasals/Suspension/Gther-Cthar; Ride Qualicy-Oths=, Harsh,
Sofe/Flaak, Bokktoming, Not Listad; Lasn/Sag/Heighc-Ochar, Boch
Sndas Low. Bach Ends High., Froant Low, Front High. Lesns Left,
Leans Righc: Dog Tracking-Ocher, Mear Tracks Lef:z, Raenr Tracks
Right; Laake-Other, Mor Liscad; Nolse-Ocher, ¥ronC, Rear, 2oth,
Not Listced; Indicacor-gocher. Not Liscad; Shocks/Strugs-Othar,
Leaka, Not Lisced; ¥oc Liscaf Suspension-Ochayr, Moo Liscad):
403 «»* Engine/Exhaust Syscem/Visval Smoke-Other, Slue, Black,
Whice, Mot Lisced); 404+"* Engina/Funl Syscam/Other-Qcher;
Laaks-Ochar, Flloer Arsan, Tank/Saams Area, Filler dNeck, Gas Cap
Area. Rall/ Injeczor, Carburscor Area. Pump Seal Area, Lines,
Tank Selactor, Evaporacive Syacem, ¥ot Liataed; Qdor-Ochex,
Zngine Comparcmenc, Dagasnger CoMparcmens, Trunk, Extirlﬂ;. [,1+]=
Liszed; Noise-Other, Sump Agssmbly. Lines. Tank Area, Engine y
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Comparcmene, Passencer Comparcment, Trunk Area, Ixteriar, Nac
Ligced; Slow Fill-Ocher, Moo Lisced: Attachment-Ocher, Nac
Lisced, Filecer, Tank, Filler, Nagk/Cap, Fuel Rall/Requlator,
Injector Carbureror, Pu Asaenbly, Lines; Routing-Other, Noc
Ligred, .Filter, Tank, Fillar Meck/Cap; fuel Rail/Hagqularar,
Injector, Carburecor, Pump Azzembly, Lines: Expulgican/oras=-
Ochar, When Refueling, When Running, Whea Turned OFF, Noc
Lisced; Inficakar-dcher, Low Fuel, Mot Listed; Noe [igred Fus’
Syastem-Ochar, Noc Lisced); 409+e+ Epgine/bever Compozencs/
Other-Ochey: Bloek-Ocherz, Mac Liacad; Head-QOcher, Mot Lisced;
Cranie.-Othar, Mot Listad; Cam-Ochar, Net concern; Acd-Ocher, Moz
Listed; Pizton-Ocher, Not Listed, Ring-Ocher, Moe Liseed; Oil
Punp-Qcher, et Lidced; Power Componenca-gchar, Not nisced);
499+%+ (Engine/Gensral Concarn/Qther-Cther; Appearapcse-Ocher,
Corroalon, Wob Lisced: Actach/Mounting-Other, Concsrn Mok
Listed; Misamasmbly-Other, Mounkts/Dampers, Mok Listed:
Mechanical Fallure-Ceher, Concern Mok Listed; Stcher-Other, Mot
Limced) ; 704r+*+ {Unknown Source/Fire/Ssoke/Ocher-cthar;
Viaible Flame-Cchey. Coll. Ralabed, Trunk, Cargn/Bsd Area,
Fasgauiger Arma, Under hodod, Uncder Vehicle, Moo Listed; Smokg-
Othazr, Coll. Eelated, Trunk., Cargo/Emd Area. Pagsanger Area,
Indar hood, Onder Vahicle, Nob Listed: Mae Limced Fire/Smoke-
Ochar, Lisced}; 70S+*+ (Unknown Sourcs/Odor/Cther-Ochay, Undaz
hocd-Ocher, Ner Lisced: Trunk Area-Othar, Not Lisced: Passangar
ComparEmanc -Ocher, ¥Hoc Lisfed, Onder Vehicle-0ichar, Mot Limced:
Cargo/Bed Area-Other, Mot Liazted}; and concalning ths computes
. ssarch Cerma: smoke, fire, flame, burn, melc, charmal, and
compucarized variations of chose words. Raporcy wars raviewsd
for allegationm zoncerming all undexr hood fires or ccher
- thermal ancomlies, Efrom any gtourcs aor origin, of any
deascription, laval, degrae, ar magnicudm, oceurring in the
left, or drivers side, of cha wngine comparcmanc, ({neluding
Eirea 1 che wrea of the lafc Ezont whael, or laft f-oanc
fandmx. To the axcenc that the above recarda raflec: reoarza
oFr allagations of uncder hood Eires ar chermal anssaliias
eccurring in tha lefz, or che driver side which may reliaca co
the “speclflc componencs,” ote fleld report im concained in
Appandix IV-A for the 1934-1357 medel yeay Svown Weraria and
Grand Margquis vehicles. ¥o similar Fleld reporia weos located
Eor the 199§-1997 wodel y=ar Lincoln Town Cax or 1353-1995
nodel year Dincoln Mark VIIT vehiclas.

Fard has alsn included field rsporcs which describe
under hood fizes but aze amblguovs as co che cause of origin =I
tha tfire oy whather chey cay ralace oo the abave-nancioned 2
componancy. Saven Such fiald eeports are concafimed i Appendix
1¥-G for the 1994-193%7 modal year Crown Victoria and Grand
Marquis and one such Eield rapert ' is contained in Appandix ¥-5
for che 1996-1997 modal year Lincoln Town Car vehlelas. No
similar fiald raports ware located for the 1993-1335 mocal year

Lincoln Mark YIIT vahlclen.
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Fard hag alae¢ included field razgrcs which deascriga
under hood fires but are ambiguous as Co the cause OF wrigin o7
tha fixms or whachar tihey may celata co che above-mancicneds
componencs., Five such field reportd ara contained in hpvendix
I¥-C for.cthe 1394-1397 modal year Crown Vicceria and Goand
Marquis and two such flsld rapoczcs-are concained in Apmendix V.
C for che 1596-1597 andel year Lincoln Towsn Car vehiclax. HNg
aimilar £iqld regorts were located for cthe 1951-1995 modal yas-
Lincoln Mark ¥VIII vehiclaa.

: - Ford has also ineludsd fiald repares of ochar fipes
or *chermal acomalles,” ¢f any descripcion, level, dagres, or
magnicuds, ocsurving under hood in which 1k ia alleged thac che

source of the fire was ocher than one of the "speclfiic
componencs.” We hava provided chsse reporta in Appendix IV-D
Par tha 19%4-1997 model yakr Crown Victerls and Srand Marquis
and io Appendix V-D for tha 199§-193%7 model yvear Lincoln Towm
Car, and in Appandix ¥I-D for the 13%33-13%95 model year Linealn
Mark VIIl wehicles az "non-specific sllegations" for your
reviaw hecause of che broad scops of che rsquest. BRasad an oux
judgmanc, che informatlen In cha reports in Appandices IV-B, V-
B, vIi-g9, IV-C, V-C, VL[-G, IV-0, V-0, and vI-D ix insufficient
ta supparc a decerminacion chat Chey partain co the allegad
defect. We have not provided reporca with specific allagacisns
of smake or hurnt fronc brakes, braks rocars, =alipers, ace.
chat reaide in the wheal wall and not under hood.

-+ hm Peqgquested, a liscing of the above ldentified
reports hax been preparsd xnd is provided in Appendix VII,

Lavwguite and Claims., Faord's coffice of che Sanaral
Counsel {"0aGC"] is respoaosible for baodling product lisbilicy
Lawsujircs aod claimy and consumer hreach of warrancy laweuics
againar cha Campany.

Ford underscands this raguest Lo only meek i copy of
tha =omoleint for chese lawsuirs. Tharafore, Ford la
providing. ca the sxtent available, & copy of cha complaint.
Upon regquest, Ford slze would be glad Lo produce to che agency
Fard's anawar ec the complaint, Plaintiff’s responses to Ford's
and/or ocher parciss’ discovery requasca, Ford's responass o3
Plalociff's diacovery reguests, docudantca trndu:nd in
discovary, Plaintiff's madizal racords, Yo Lca/Ticw deparcmenc/
ameryency medical ssrvics reporcs, vahicle recall hiscory,
vahicle warzancy hiscory, cwner coomupicatlons with Fard, ) 5
phictagraphs, and/or non-privileged vahicls lnspeccions and
BXpPAIT IS[COrTE.

Hasaed on & raasapable and diligens search, 0o
lawsuics, cwe claima,  and no consumay breach of warrancy
lawsuits potencially relaced ta the alleged defact in the
"speciflc componencs" wera locactad in the semrch.
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To che extent that che lawsuit resords reflacc
raports or allegacions of under hood firss or "chearmal
anomaliag" accurring {n the loft, or che driver side which nav
reiate 5o ths “wpecific componencs ldsnrcifiad, " oo lawsuit
complaints werea lacacwd for che 1994-1997 model year Crown
Vicroria and Grand Macguis, 19%96-1937 model year Lincoln Town
Car, oF 1991-1995 modal year Lincoln Mark YWilI wvehlclas.

Ford has alyo included lawsuic complaints which
dessribe under hood fires but are ambiguous as to the cayse or
arigin of the fire or whether they may rsalats ta che abova-
mencioned companaiics. One fuch lawsuit complaint is contained
iy Appendix VIII-B for tha 1994-1997 model yvaar Crown WicCoria
and Grand Marquis. No similar lawesuit complaines wars locasad

. for Ehe 1996-1997 model yeir Lincals Town Car or 1983-1995
meclel ymar Lincoln Mark YIIT vahicles.

Mo lawauic complaints which described full vehicle
Iiras buz ara ambigucous asz co che alleged cause or origin of
the fire or whathar chey.may relare co the above- mencioned
componantyd ware locatad for the 1954-1997 mods=l year Crawn
Victoria and Srand Marguis, 1396-1997 model year Lindaly Town
Car, ar 1993+1995 model year Linecaln Mark VIII vehicles.

Fard has also {ncludec lawsuilb cooplalncs &€ acher

firexs or “thermal anomalles." of any descriftian. laval,
. dagree, or magnicude, occurring under kood in which it is

alleged chac the souree aof che fire was ocher chan one of the
*apecifile companencg.” We hava provided thease rmporta in
Appendix VIII-D for the 19%4-1%37 model year Crswn Viszarla and
Graoand Mazepuis vehiclasx. ¥do such complaints wara locaced for
1996-1997 model yaar Linecala Tewn Car or 19931-1395 modal yedr
Lincoln Mark VIII vehicles, Based on our judgmenz, Che
infermacion in cthess Appandicas VIII.B, VIII-C, and VIIL.D ig
insufficimne to support a decerminacion chat chey partain £2
the alleged defect. We hdve not provided mepoxta with mpecilis
allegaciony of smoke or burnt front brakes, braka racors,
calipers, epc. that inlciace 'in the wheal well and not under

R .

For aach clalm, Ford ie providing, te che sxcenc

available, the claimant‘s madical records, polics/fire

deparcaent /anergency medical fayvice reporzs, vehicle racall

history, vabhicla warrancy repair hiscory, ownar communicaclans

wich Ford, photographsa, claim disposicien noclficacien, Fors “
requests for informacion to claimane, non-privileged wvanicle
indpections and expasc »sports, and che owner or his/hex

atcorney's description of incidant/clalm and accompanying

fnformacicn,
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To zhe axtent thac the 2bova records reflack rapores
or allegations of undar hood fires or *tharmal ancomalisg-
occyrring in the lafc, or che driver side which may relace to
tha "spacific components,” two claims ara coptained ip Appendix
IX-A fgx the 1996-1297 medel year Lincoln Town Car vahiciss.

No such.claims wara locacad for Lhe 13994-1997 modal yaar Crown
Vicroria and Crand Marguis or che-1591-199%5 modal year Lincaln
Mark VIII vehicles, '

Fard has ilga included claime which described under
hood f£ires buc are ambiguous as &0 che cause or origin of che
fire or whechar they may zalate to .tha above-acentioned
components., One such ¢laim is concained in Appendix IX-B for
che 1994-1397 model year Crown Viccoria &nd Grand Margquia and
cna clalm js congeined in Appendix IX-B for che 1996-1%97 modml
year Liacoln Town Car vehiclea. MNe such dlaimy ware locared
Eor che 19931-159% model vaar Linesln Mark VILL vehiclas.

. Ford hag alse ineluded clzims whiszh describg Full
vahicle fires bBur ara ambiguaus as to the a2lleged cause or
origls of the fira or whethez they may ralice co tha abova-
mantioned components. Twoe such =lalne are soncainsd in
Appendix IX-C for the 1994-1997 nodel ymar Crown Vierarzia and
Grand Marquis and one <laim ia copcalned 1o Appendix IX-C for
che 15993-1955 nmodal year Linceln Mark YVIII vehiclas. No aucsh
claims waze located foz che 1936-199%7 mod=)l yvaar Lin=cla Town
Car vehicles.

Fard has alse included claims of ocher Fizes or
"thermal anemalims," of any description, level, degrams, or
magnilcuds, ccourring under heed in which ic lg allegsd chat che
source of the fire was other than dna of che “specific
camponents.* We have provided chess repores in Acpendix IX-D
for ¢he L%54-153%7 modal year Crown Vietoria and Grand Mmarguis,
1396-1597 Lincoln Town Car, and 1993-1%95 model year Lincoln
Mark VIIL vehiclss as "non-specific allegacions* for yaux
review becguge of che broad scops of cha resguesc. Hased on our
judgmenc, the information in Appendices IX-B, IX-C, and IX.O is
insufficienc to gupport a decermination thac chey parcain ga
che allsged Aqfactc. Wa have nat provided claime wich spacific
allegaciona of smoke or burnc front brakes, braks rocors,
calipars, wtc. thac reslds in the whasl wall and net undarz

hood |

A ligting cf cthe identcified lawsuica and claims has
haan provided in-Appandix X.

Respcngive documents that ara privileged or actarney
work producs: aze reflecced on the Privilage Log contained in
Popandix X. :

" ERRZ-328-A 12811

(L3




PESR-I53 = Ll - March oL, Lz

Wa noca chac tha Agancy's dafiniclon of Ford inciusaes
Fard's outside law firma. However, o the gxCanf char sard
ratained law firms ia conneccion with che claims and lawsuics
lduepeified above, any files malatained by Ford's law firmg
ordisarily would concain woluminous duplicacive documencarion
and cmka montha to gacher and proceesx. HNeverchaless, in phe
loter=sc of enayring cha choroughnags of aur praduction, we
have concactad the law Eirma which handled che claims
ldencified and asked cham co provide, to the excenc availlable,
copiss of documents produced in discovery and non-zrivilemged
reporca of vahicle ingpeecicns and axpsris. As 3 rasulk of
thia asarch, oo addicional documants were locaced. Ford
underacanda chis requast to oaly sesak a copy of tha samplaint
for che lawsuics fdenclfiad abovae, 2o Ford has not includaed
similar informacion from ity law firmx' E£ilszs valaced cao chaas=

lawsuies.

A ssarch of Ford's litigacion pzevantion files
locarad five filas ralating to & spacific owner reporca and has
bean provided in Appendlx I-B.

Ford is providing additisnal iafazmscion in nfpendix
XI which relatas to lawsuit <laink information previoualy
provided in our January 11 and February 15 submissions ea eha

agsncy,
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contrwl desccivacy aviceh =TV~ yieelealmesiosmpbomn Fringul oy ]
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1s inCedad ad & supplesaot o9 sarmsl sacerisl inspaczions,
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populacion as much ax yossihls. In che svenc chac sny of tha
requiressncy In chess tanEn im sac mut, che resacisn plam
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