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CLARKE AUTOMOTIVE CONSULTANTS, INC.
Richard A, Clarke

3955 Hiphwary 53 » Hoachton, Gaorgia 30548 « (708) 854-4830 » Fax (706) 654-2198
Emall: cacincgmindspring.com

SPEED CONTROL
DEACTIVATION SWITCH

EXEMPLAR COMPONENT
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i CLARKE AUTOMOTIVE CONSULTANTS, INC.
Richerd A, Clarks

3066 Highway 53 « Hoschton, Georgla 30548 « (708) 854-4830 « Fax (708) 854-2108
Email: casinc@mindipring.com

November 19, 2001

Mark Hoffiman

Ford Motor Company

528 Parklane Towers West
Three Parklane Blvd.
Dearborn, ML 48126

EXPERT/ATTORNEY WORK PRODUCT-PRIVILEGED
RE: Exemplar Component

Dear Mr, Hoffman:

Please find enclosed three copies of the photographs as requested. T have also included an
invoice for your convenience.

i you have any guestion o concerns, please feel free to call.

S%

Mary A, Clarke
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IN THE CIRCUIT COURT OF JACKSON COUNTY, MISSISSIPPI
OUIDA CAMPBELL AND JAMES R. CAMPBELL PLAINTIFFS
VERSUS CASE NO. CI-9%-0211{32)
FORD MOTCR COMBANY, D&L, INL. OF COLLINS

F/K/A D&L FORD, INC., WOOLWINE FORD LINCOLN-

MERCURY, INC., SUCCESSOR IN INTEREST TO DL

FORD, INC., E.I. DU DPONT DE MNEMOQURS AND

COMPANY, AND TEXAS INSTRUMENTS

INCORFORATED DEFENDANTS

ORAL AND VvIDIO DEPOSITION OF

FREDERICK JAMES PORTER
NOVEMBER 1&, 2000

Valume 2

THE ORIGINAL OF THIS TRANSCRIPT
WILL BE IN 'THE CUSTODY OF:

MICHAEL JOLLY, ESQUIRE
1018 PRESTON
47TH FLOOR
HOUSTON, TEXAS 77002
TEXAS BAR NO. 10856910

AARA COURT REPORTERS 713 466-39325
9597 Jones Road, No. 3583, Houston, Taxas 77065
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ORAL AND VIDEO DEPOSITION of FREDERICK JAMES
PORTER, produced as a4 witness at the instance of the
Plaintciffa, andlduly aworn, wasa taken in the
above-gtyled and number;d cause on the 16th day of
November, iunn, before C. Lee Parks, Certified
Shorthand Reporter 1in and for the State of Texas,.
reported by.camputerized etenotype machine, at the
uffices ¢f Faeney, EKellett, Wienner & Bush, P.C.,
BEBEE_Hondwéid Avenue, Bloomfleld Hille., Michigan
48304-0934, pureuant to the Miesisslppl Rules of
Civil Procedure and th;-pruvisiens gtated on the

record or attachmd hereto.

ARA COURT REPORTERS 713 466-9325
9597 Jmnag Rmad, No. 353, Houston, TeXxas T7065




b

10
11
12
13

14

15

16
17

1ls

19

20

21

22

23

<4

25

AP PERAEREANTCES

FOR PLAINTIFFS
MICHEHAEL JOLLY, ESQUIRE
Law Offlce of Michael Jolly
1018 Prepgton Avanue:
4th Floor
Houagﬂn, Texag 77002

FOE DEFENCANT, FORD MOTOR COMPANY

JAMES P. FEENEY, ESQUIRE
Feeney, Kellett, Wienner & Bush, P.C.
35980 Weoodward Avenus
Bloomfield Hills, Michigan 48304-0934

FFOR DEFENDANT, FORD MOTOR S{OMPANY

JEFFREY C. MANSKE, ESQUIRE
BErown, Mctarrell & Oaks Hartline, L.L.P.
11l Congress Avenuse, Julte 1400
Austin, Texas 78701-4043

FOR DEFENDANT, TEXAS IﬁSTRUHEHTE INCORPORATED
ERIC J. MAYER, ESQUIRE
BRIAN . MELTON, ESQUIRE

Susman, Godfrey, L.L.P.

1ld00 Louielana, Sulte 510C

Houeten, Texase 77002-5096

FOR DEFENDANT, TEXAS INSTRUMENTS INCORPORATED
JOE R. COLINGO, ESQUIRE - NOT PRESENT
Cclingo., Williame, Heldelbergq,
Eteinbergey & McElhansay, P.A.
P.O. Bax 1407
711 Delmas Avanue
Pagcagoula, Mimmiasaippi 39568-1407

FOR DEFENDAKT, E.I. Du Pont De Nemours and Company
M8. Monligue M, Welner ' :
Abrbett, Simesmsa, Knimtcar & Xuchler
400 Lafayaette Streset, Sulta 200 '
New Orleansa, Louisiana 70134

2. Lee.Pnrks, Texans C3R
955? Jonem Road, Neo. 363
Hougstorn, Texas 77065

VIDEOGRAPEER: Gerald P. Hanson

Adh COURT REPCRTERS 713 4&£5-5315
9597 Jonea Road, No., 363, Houaton, Texas 77063
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FREDERICE JAMES PORTER,
having been first duly sworn previously on
Wednesday, November 15, 20040 continued his

deposition and testified as follows:

EXAMINATION
Q. (BY MR. MAYER]) Mr. Porter, we'rs going te
centinue the deposition £from yamterxday. You

understand you're still under cath?

.A.. That'a correact.

Q. I looked back over ﬁ? notes from
yesterday's sessicn and I want to try to tie up scne
loose ends. Did you say that the £ield returns that
vyou were aware of as head of this investigation
showed no signa of water antry through the canal?

A The field vecurns that we recelved back
that were anomalous showed that the brake fluid had
laaked.thrqugh the Kapton in all) cases.

Q. Okay. Did any of the field returne that
you iocked at or your group lcoked at show that
thare-was untéy of watexr through the connector?

A, Not that wara involwved with a thermal
event.

Q. Okay. But dlid some of the field returns
have water in the connector and corroalon on the

electrical aide?

AMA CQURT REPORTERS 713 466-9325
9597 Jones Road, No. 2363, Houston, Texas 77065
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. 1 - A. They all had corrcosion en the electrical

. 2 side due tc brake fluid. There was aome water in
3 the chemical analysis of these parts that would've
i come in; possibly, with the brake £fluid.
5 0. What I'm trying to find out is, were there
B any switches that were reviewed by Ford or its
7 people working fer Ford that indicated that water
8 had gotten into the elestrical sng of the switch
9 and had caused corroslon and theré waa nc brake

10 fluid in that slde of the awitch?

11 A. Thera were two awltchea tha; hﬁd baan
12 ° |retrieved from junk yards that were looked at chat
' 13 did imure carresion in them, but the hoeods were off
- 14 ef those vehiclas and the came =f what thosee .
' 15 awitchen had been through was unknown. Those
15 switches were carrsded and non-operative, ao thay
17 would nag have zaused a fire,
118 0. ﬂkgy. With the excepticon ﬁf Ehose two,

13 w;re'there any others?

20 A. No, sir.

21 Q. Now, I would ask that you gilve me an

22 explanation. Why is the hrake prassure awitch wired
23 | hot at all cimes, if %nu could give me that kied of

24 in layman'’s terms?

. 25 A. okay. During ocur investjigation a= to why

‘ AAA COURT REPORTERS 713 466-5325
9597 Jones Road, No. 363, EHouston, Texas 77065
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the brake switch Btarted fires in the Town Cars,

Fred Kohl in cur team mescings explained that the
brake pregsure switch was wired to disabkle power to
the cruise control elutch coil in the event that
brake presﬁure was applied and cthe other mode of
switching off sﬁeed contral would be deact -- or was
inoperative. Iﬁ order make sure that this happened,
it was fused in tha Bame circult ase the cther input
for the deactivation and that, due te common mathed
of deoing it in the industry, is uming the brake lamp
fuse.

Gq. Qkay. Wculd you d& ma a favor? Would you
draw the circultry as you understand it, the brake
pressure switch and then the brake -- I think it's
called the bhoost awiteh. Do you have a pen?

A. Yen, I de.

{Exhikit No. 8 marked.}
Q. Tt've handed you what's been marked as

Exhibit 8, correct? You'ra going toe draw on that

dogcumeant?
A. That's corract.
a. Thank you.
A. You're welcome.
Q.- okay. Now, as I understand the schematic,

you've drawn the braks pressure pwitch is normally a

AAR COURT REPORTERS 713 466-5325
9597 Jone® Road, Ne. 363, Houaton, Texas 77065
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closed switch and the brake on/off switch ias

normally an open switch?

A Carrect.
Q. And when one opane, the cthar one clogea?
A. fhey are not connected to sach cother,

There is meant to be 2 time between the opening and
the closing of the new switch and the hrake pressure
ewitch.

Q. Now, I ﬂcﬁ't knnﬁ,_hut while ona'a open,

the other one's clesed and typically opposite each

athear?
A, | Not all the time.
g. Not all the time. When wquld they be
open?
- A Thay would hoth ke cloged during a pericd

af time when the brake pedal has firest been stapped

on, but before aigni!icﬁnt pressurs &r encugh

fpragaure han bean built up in the braka ayaten to

trip the brake prasgure mwiteh.

Q.. And hew long in tarms of time, reconde af
whataver, would that typically last?

A. That's something that's determined by how
hard and how Quiﬁkly the operator pushes or the
pedal.' - |

Q. Les® than a couple of deconde?

AAA COURT REFORTEBR3 713 466-3325
9597 Jones Road, No. 363, Houston, Texas 77065
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A, In normal cases it probably would he less
than seconds, but there would be cases where the
brake pressure awitch is never activated. Undar
noxrmal operaticons, they would not.

Q. And why is it that the brake pressure
switch should bhe energized at all times? Explain
that to me.

A, Bacause 1f it was energized zt all time --
or I should say, 1f it -- if it wasmn't attached to
Ehe brake lamp gswitch or the BOO awitch had a

failure mode that caused it not te coperates, then

thge -- the brake pregmure @wiltch wouldn't be able to
de lte job of -- of disconnecting the clutch coil.
Also, the fuse feor the -- from the brake lamps are

also used to power the cluteh goil so that in the
event that fuase blaws, that the speed conktrol cannct

inadv=rt=ﬁt;y be deactivated.

0. Okay. Anything elie that you can think
nf?

A. - Thcocee are the major reasons.

Q. When did you first learn than that the

braka presaure awitch was enargized at all times

directly to the battery?

A. I haliave it was in November or Dacamber

of 1998,

AAR COURT REPORTERS 713 466-9325 _
53597 Jonesa Road, Neo. 363, Houston, Tdxas 77065
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Q. And how did you learn this?
A Charlie Douglas tcld me.
0. Charlis Douglas is a gentleman that works

for Texas Instrumentcs?

A. That's correct.

Q. Bafore that, you had neot known that?

A. I di1d not know that before that.

v And when you atarted your investigation,

did you go to pecple at Ford and ask why this was
the architectural design?

A. Hot when we ptdrted the inveatigation.
But as we got the lnvestigation roliing we includad
pecple from the naxt generation spesd contrel and
asked them. PBut that was not the purpose of the
investigatien. The purpeose of the inveatlgation waas
to underatand why the brake pfassure switch was
buraning. _

o. And-did.ybu_datarm;na why the switch was
energized at all times?

A, Certainly, what I juat told you; and they
told the rest of the tmam, axcluding T.I. members.

Q. And who told you Ehat? What was the nam&
of the indlividual?

A. Fred FKohl,

@G- Fred Kohl. Anybody elsa that would've

AAA COURT REPORTERS 713 466-9325
2587 Jones Road, Ko. 263, Houston, Texas 77065
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gaid thsak.

A. I'm not sure who #lse may have come to the
meeting from that group, but he would have béen the
primary contact £or thar information.

0. And did T.I. ever ask why this was the
architectural design?

A. They did not ask ys that because they
knew.

Q. And did Fred Kohl explain to anybody frxom
T.I. that that wae this wams the architectural
design? i

A, Yena.

a. Whe did he explain that te?

A, Andy MeGuirk, Stave Beringhause.and oLher
pecople that ware on the phorne during taam meetings.

Q. 8o chat would have been is late '398, early
19997

A. I;\wann't asrly 1999,

Q- What' othar oppertunities exiat for tha
circuitrf af thils switch that would stlll satisfy
Ford's requiremeﬁtu? |

A. 1 don't understand what you maean by that.

Q. Well, did you look at other ways to
éntrgi:a the switch and still weet Ford's

requirements during the investigation?

AAA COURT REPORTERS 713 4&66-9325 .
9557 Jonea Road, Ne¢. 363, Houston, Texas 77065
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A, We locked at other methods of energlzing

the switch, but ne other methods would meet Ford's

regquirements,

Q: Why is that?

A Why ia that? Because other methods would
reduce the failure modes that weare possible that
would subject cur customers to poseible failures in

the speed control aystem.

Q. Ekplnin how they would do that.

A Explain how they would do that?

Q. Uh-huh. - -

A. Oother methods would disable the ability

for the brake pedal to dipable apeed contrel, so

that --
o. What method would do thkatbt?
A.  Huh?
Q. What method would lead te that result?
A, If you try -- .If you put that on a8

different fuaa.-—

Q. If vyou put Lt on a diffarant fusa than-the
break on/cff switch?

A If you put it on a different fuse and tha
fuae cn the braka's aﬁ!nff switeh blowa, then the
spaad controcl would nnﬁ be activated.

Q. Wacs there some Ford requirament that the

AAA COURT REPQRTERS 713 466-93235
9597 Jones Road, No. 383, Houaton, Texaa 770&5

12918




1o
il
12
13
14
15
la
17

‘18

19

20

21

22

23

24

25

i4d

brake pressure switch and the break onfoff switch
had te be on the same fuge?

A, Yeasa.

Q- .th at Ford waa respenelble for that
reguirement?

A, That reguirsment wase developed as part for
the apeed control syatem, agaln, in reaponsze te the
failure modes and effects and analysis chat they had
done for the system; which we wer=.luaking out for

the customers that were golng to utilize this

vahicle.
Q. And was this a group at Forxrd or Visteon?
A. At the time the aystem was being

developed, there was nc Vieteon; as we spoke

yvasterday.
fb. Ba tﬁsra would e no Visteon lavolvament?
A. That's correct.
Q. Okay. You were telling me that the

reasons Eh: architasturs wouldn't werk, one of these
themlwas i1f aomnhﬁdy stappﬂd.nn the brake pedal and
it was pot on the same fuse as the bragu en/off
switch, then the brake pressura switch could not
perform it's int:ndad-purpaae?

A, That's a falr etatement.

a. Ia therea anything else you had Lo rule out

AAL COURT REPORTERS 713 466-5315
9597 Jones Road, No. 363, Houaton, Texas T7065
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during the course of your investigation?

A, We looked at putting a relay in that
clircuit.
d. Okay. And waas there a particular reascn

why the relay was not something that would satisfy
the Ford reguirament?

A, The relay wae unnecesgsary due to the
information that we had from our aother vehicls lines
that were not experienéing fires in the brake
pressure swltch. Given that the imaue was a defect
in the brake pressure awitch that allowaed brake
fluid into the cirguirt on thess vahicles, a relay
would've been & touchup to this specific group of
vehicles; and in doing so in the fiqld would've
subjacted our customers to multiple other failure
mcdaes, problems cauased by service techniciana who
were going to have to cut inte the wires to hook in
a relay. Since the relay was naot part of the
original design, whare it'sa got mounted was going Eo
be unknown, there was not golng to be able to be
sufficient vehiﬁle testing to prova out tha1rela?
circuit to -- to amsure that it would not alao catch
fire, bacausas it :erﬁainly wad in the same situation
of Naving battery aand greound in it at all times.

Q. Ckay. Anything =lse on the relay that

AARAARA COURT REPORTERS 713 4£6-532B
9597 Jones Road, No. 363, Heuston, Taxas 77085




19
11
12
13
14
15
le
17

18

19

20

21

|

23

24

25 -

15

made it somgthing that Ford did not think was the
cnrrecf gaeluktion?

A. Thoae are the basic reasons.

Q. Ia Ford today using a relay in any of its
Explorer madalg?

A. Ford uses ap part of ites design relays
frem there original deslgn apecifications that were
kuilt into Eha system. The relay that we're
speaking about here would bs somathing that came
after that the fact and would be imposesd -- or
implemancad by service‘penple.

Q. Back to my guesticn: Is Ford ueing a

relay in any of ite Explorer vehicle linea?

A. What doep that have to do with anything?
Q. Wauld you please answer my queastion?
A. Poxrd uses relays in Expleorers, in Town

Cars, in all af their vehicle lined that are
dnnigﬁed ad part of the origlnal ayecem.

Q. Is it -- Ia Ford using a relay in its

'Exp;nrnr model to limit the powar tLhat goas te the

brake preassure switch, .in any Expleorer model?

A. Not that I'm aware of.

Q. Is Ford usiﬁg a relay in any of ita
vehicle linas to limit the amount of power golng to

the brake pressure swltch?

AARA COURT REPORTERS 713 466-9325
9597 Jones Road, No. 363, Houstecn, Tdxas 77065
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A, Not that I'm aware of.

Q.- Do you know 1f there are plans at Ford te
inplemant thak?

A. Not that I'm aware of.

Q. s I understood your teatimony yesterday,
that during the gourve of the investigatien vou had
2 fair number of meetings and you did net take notes

at any of these meetings. Did I get that right?

A, That'as correact.
Q. All right. Why difd you not take pnotes?
A. Bacause cthe people who wera gstting

assignmentcs at the meetinge were taking notes
themeelves,

. Yesterday we talked about the 500,000
eyclae specification thac's contained in the Fora
specs for this part. Do you know hnw many miles
thart 1a egual to?

A: That works out to approximately 252,000
miles.

aQ. All right. c¢an you tell ma how ycu do
that calculation? .

Aa. That calculation was done based on
customer usage data that was collected o tha 1292
Crown Victoria, where various brake applicartions

were calleectad from customer uasage data and applied

AAA COURT REPORTERE 713 466-9325
9587 Junes_Rund, Nc. 363, Houston, Texas 77065
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Fhe energdy levels that -- that those brakse
applications would have againat the brake pressure
pulse test which was 500,000 cycles at 1450 psi at
an elavated temperature of 135 degrees C.

ag. Ig It Ford'sa position that any brake
pressure asawitch leakes prior to 252,000 milea would
be defective?

A. It'as Ford's contention that Texas
Instrument did not axpeckt or tell Ford that they
axpactad bthose swltchesa te leak, And, in fage, T.I.
want out of there way tco show Ford that they did --
that it would not leak under any circumstancea.

MR. MAYER: Object, nonraspconeive.

Would you read my question back.
pleasae?

(The record was read ams regusated.)

Q. Is It Ford's -- I'll ask the question
again. Ie it Ferd's contention that any brake
preunﬁra Bﬁitch that laaks tﬁ:augh thg Fapton prior
to zsz;nnu ﬁilns is a defective sawitch?

A. Ford doean't have a corralation from
the -- I phouldn't say that, It’'as not that we don't
have a correlation. 'ﬁu have a correlaktion from the
500,000 cycles to 252,000 miles of usage. What --

What we -- WHhat I'm having difficult with -- And

. AAA COURT REPIORTERS 713 46p-93125
9587 Jonas Read, No. 363, Houston, Téxas 770465
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I -- I'm not sure what -- how tEo angwer cthakt. Buk

you know, yeah, if it fails Lhefore 252,000 miles

ice's a defactive awiteh,

Q. Have you communicated that ko Texas
Instrumentsg?

A, We have communicated te Texas Instrumenks
very little bacauge we'wve been involved in a lot of
licigation.

MR. FEENEY: I think he juar did
communicate it te Texas Instruments.

MR. MAYER: Yeah, just now in this
depogition. I'm askiang, has he communicated 1t
before thia date. And the answer, 1 gathezr, i3 no,.

ME. FEENEY: Well, how -- heow could
he de that with litigarion pending?

Q. I that corract?

A. With litigation pending, I_cbuld not do
that.

Q. Ia tha 252,000-mile figure thatb you gave

us referanced anywhere in the aspecifications

|provided to Texae Instrumente for this part?

A.  1HNo.
Q. Is there any reference -- -
A, What'a rafemrenced in the spacifications is

500,000 ¢yclea, which T7.I., in thaizr own

AAA COURT REPORTEERS 713 466-3325
8597 Jeones Read, Ke. 3183, Houston, Taxas 77065
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documentztion, admita 12 an mxcellent tesat and is an
OVEr -- an overamplificat;nn cof aayvthing that the
vehicle would see in ite lifetime.

Q. Is theare any reference to 252,000 miles in
the specificationa?

A I de net bellieva that the spacifications

reference 252,000 miles epecifically, no.

Q. Did they reference any amount of miles?

A I would have to review the specificatians:
Q. Bo you recall seitting hera that they did?
A, I dont't -- I-can't ansawer that.

g You would defer to the apecificationa?

a. I would defer to the specificaticn.

4] Okay. Isa the brake pressures awitch 1in

thie '32, '93 Lincoln down car a Delta V part?

A. Yax, jir ins.
Q. And axplain to the jury what that means?
A. A Delta V part in Ford terminology is a

part that's related with a aafaty system and is
either -- I shouldn't say a safety system, but an

FMVSS sylﬁem or considered to he a potantlal hazaxd.

Q. Did -- Is the brake on/foff switch a Delta
V part? |

A. I don't know.

. How would you detarmine that, Mr. Porter?

AAR COURT REPORTRRS 713 466-932%
9597 Jones Road, N¥No., 363, Eougton, Taxas 77065
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A. I would look at the drawing for it.

Q. And what would tell ycou that 1it's a Delta
¥V part from the drawing?

A. Delta V would appear on the drawing.

o, ¥You mentioned yesterday there ware some
parts that you reviewed in late 1999 with damaged
faces, aome type of thermal anomaly at the Ford

Central Laba. Do yvou recall That testimeny

yesterday?

A, Vaguely, yeas.

Q. Okay. And I.chink you mentioned that
there was -- in your analysils thare was brake fluid

inside the lf awitch; 18 that right?

A. Yen.
. 0. Do you know where those parta are today?
A. I guesa I'm nat Aure axactly which parts

we're speaking of. We talked about a lot of parte
yesterday.. |

Q. These were p#rtl that ware examinad at
Ford Central Labkbe in lata 1%9%9. I haliavnlthey were
parts that were collected by Ford personnel from the
field. And --

A, Are thess - Ara these == |

0. -- and you mentioned yesterday that they

all had brake fiuid in them.

AAAR CQURT REPORTERS 713 465-9325
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A. Are these -- Are these the ones that we
spoke of, the represéntative from Du Pont looking
acrty

Noe. I don't think -- This is late '§9.
AL Okay. At this point I don't know where
those parta are at.

Q. Did you tell ‘Mr. Earinghauss whan you saw
him at Exponent that those parts had been lost?

A. I don't know if w; said they were last,

We don't know where they're at.

Q. Were they all Town Car parta?
A, Yes. Let's see. I think -- I think they
are -- moet of them weres Town Car garta. One may

not have been.
) Q.. The one that was not a Town Car part, do

yvou recall what part it wase?

A. I'd have to look at the report to refer to
that. |
| Q. S0 there was an actual rﬁport that was
igsuad by Cenktral Labhe on thasa parts?y

A. Yen.

2. Would that be the best evidenca of what
type of parte they wsre?

A. That would b=, yes.

Q. You would defer to that?

AAA COURT REPORTERS 713 486-932C
9597 Jones Road, No. 363, Houston, Té&xas 77065
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A. Correct.
- And as far ag you know, Ford cannot locate

those partsg today?

A, At thiz point they cannet locate those
parta.

Q. Have you ever traveled to Texas
Instruments -- & Texaa instrumenta facility in

Attleborp, Masaachusertsa?

A. Yeg, @I have.

Q. When were you therae?

A. I can't remamber the dates. Several vyears
ago.

Q. And what war “ha purposs of your trip?

A. I was considering Texas Insﬁrument Eor

socurcing of a new part.

b

q. What was the new part?
A. An acceleromater.

Q. And did Texas Instruments get tha
biginess?
A. Yes, they d4did,

Q. ¥hat velbicle . doas that go lntoe?

A. It goes 1lrto the Liancecln LS.
Q. And just bfiafly. what's 1in that
agcalerometer?
| A. The accelerometer iz & method -- is a

AAA COURT REPORTERS 713 466-92325
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device used for measuring acceleration of whatever

it'a attachned ko,

Q. Did -- Did you meet with peocple at-Texaa

Instrumente?

A. Yes, I did.
Q. And who did you meeft with?
A. I don't remembear exactly lock 1t was, but

I believe Charlie Douglas was involved,.
Q. During the investigation into the under
heod fireg in the '92, '93 Towh Cars and Crown Vics,

did vou go to Attlebora?

A No, I did not.

e. Did you mend people on your ataff to
Acttleboro?

A, Yan.

Q. Who did wyou aend?

A. Norm LaPointe.

a. During the years that Texasm Instruments

manufactured brake pressure switchas for Ford, did
FoFd have a regular procedure where inapectors would
go to Texas Inscruments' facllicles?

A. I'm nct eure exactly what the process is
that Ford with dealing with its suppliars.

Q. During yeur investigation, Mr. porter, did

you inveatigate whether peapﬁe from Ford had visited E

AAA COUURT REPODRTERS 713 465-9325
95597 Jones Road, No. 363, Houston, Texas 7TO0ES
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-Texas Instruments during the pariod in questlion as
well as time pericds after that to examine the line
and ge= how the product was being pfuducad?

A, No, we did not.

Q. Would it ba falr to ‘say that youn did not
talk te any of the peopla that did vialt Texas
Instruments during thia time period during the
investigation?

A. During our investigation, what we were
trying to underatand is why the hrake pregsurs
ewlitchena were burning;-and Ba no, we did not ask
tham about -- about people who were visgiting there,

Q. Yau didn't lnni and sea whe from Ford had
been out to Texas Instruments to inspect production
in‘the 1981, '52 bime period, - did you?

A. " Ho, we diéd not.

Q. Do you know how many times Ford inapectors
h;va visit?d Texas Instrumants tﬁ review this line,
the brake pregsure switch line?

A, No, I do not.

G. Waa that aqmething that paaplé on your
etaff leoked inteo aa far as you know?

A. That is something that would be part of
Ford'e standard procedure and we were not looking

into that because we were concerned about burning

AAA COURT REPORTERS 713 455-9325
$597 Jones Road, Noa. 363, Housten, Texas 77065
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brake pressure switchesg.
[ Q. You mentinqed vyesterday there was sone
switches that Ford is considering purchasing from
Hi-ELat. Lo you recall that general fiscuseion with
me?

A. Yes.

G. Are thone awitches -- do they centain

Kapten in them?

A Yes, they do.

D; wWhat type of EKapton?

A. I don't know,

Q. Do you know if iet's teflon coabted?

A. I don't know.

Q. D¢ you know how many layers?

A. Ho, I doan't.

Q. Do you know what purpoee the Kapton
aarves?

A. The Kapton serves the purpose of -- of

aaparating the brake fluid from the switch
componants. |

2. And what qru_thernpe=i£i=atinns for that
parts in terma of cycle lifa?
| A, The Bpecificationa that we would be
lnnking at are ﬁhe same as what the T.I. switch has.

Q. 500,000 cycles epec'd similar to tha T.1.

. AAAR COURT REPORTERS 713 458-932%
95397 Jones Road, No, 383, Houston, Texas 77065
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spec?

A, 1450 psi at 135 degrees C.

0. And has Hi-Stat indicatsd that theffre
going to usa ﬁ diaphragm other than Kapton or in
addition to Kapton?

A, Ke have yat to completely define the
degign that Hi-Stat would use on any switch that
might be -- that they might provide in that respect.

Q. Does -- Ia Kapton 1ln aay other |
applications in the Ford vahicle 1ina? De you knaw?

A. I balieve EKapton im commonly used in flex
circuita,

Q. Whak elaa?

A. I'm not sure,

Q. buring yeour iaveprigaticon, did you look
into whatbt obthar usse cof Kapton wersa baing applied in
the Ford vehicla line?

a. He wers interested in knowing why the
brake pressure agwilitches burned, and aoc nha, we ware
not locking at other applications of Kapton.

Q. When you saw Kapten that you believad had
failed, did you look at what other appllications |
Kapton was belrng appiied in Ford vehlcles toc asem if
they had Eimilar gtress or wear?

A. - What we did was, wa looked at T.I.'s FMEA

AAA COURT REPORTERS 713 4669325
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with regards to the Kapton in which they did not
identify the kaptcon wearing at all. Again, we were
fecusing on the brake presaure switch and not other
applicaticns. |

Q. Your understanding is that the FMEA
provided by Texas Inatrumentsg 1lndlicared there was no
reference to leakage in the diaphragm?

3. No. Thare's no referenca Lo the Kapton

wsaring out.

0. I[s there a reference te a leakage through
the -- )

A. Yas, there ia.

Q. -- through the diaphragm?

A, Yes; there is.

I Did you understand that would be the

FKapton?

A, I do, yes.

Q. S0 it is referred to?

A. What's referred to iz leakage through
the -- through the diaghrngm. Thara is ne reference

to the diaphragm wearlag out.

q. During the investigaticon, did Texas
Instrumﬁnts gend Ford samples of Kapton that had
bamn thrnﬁgh 100,000 c¢ycleg, 200,000 cycles, 300,000

cycles, 400,000 cycles and 500,000 cyclea?

AAA COURT REPORTERS 713 466-9328
8597 Jonaes Read, No, 363, Houston, Taexas 77065
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A, I don't recall that, but they may have. [
would --

Q. Do you -- Do you have any basis to deny
that? |

A. I would defer teo anything chat you have.

Q. Is the air suspension compressor maéar and

vents saolenocild that you highllghted on Exhibic 7, is
that a component that racelves continuocus power?

A, The device that's highlighted ¢n -- that

vou -- you highlighted on Exhibkit 7 --
Q. Yeg, you'tre Enrrect?
A, -- I don't know off the top of my head if

that L8 or nct.

Q. Ia that something you laoked at during
your lnvestigation?

A. Ko, it i= not.

Q. If thare wase a fire in that lncatiunf
would it exhibit similar burn patterns to a fire

that would originate at or near the brake preassure

switch?
A. I'm not a fire axert. I would not kinow
that.
G; You would ;ay.defer to fire exparts --
A. Yas, sir.
Q. -- on that?

AAA COURT REPORTERS 713 486-532%
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Q. Did you leock at what conditions existed at
Ehe Wixoem plant from Novamber of '41 to November of
'a27

A 'I don't understand what you meaﬁ by the

"nonditionsg . "

g. Did you gee if rthere was a strike zt that
facllity?

A. No, we did not.

Q. Did=yuu make any effort to leock and as=e

what was going on at the Wixom plﬁnt where the
Lincoln Town Cars were .built during this time
period?

A, No, we did net, becauge the Wixeom plantc
would not have had anything to do that would'wve
caused the life of the Kapton toc be reduced. They
didn't open the part, they didn't do anything with
the part that weuld reduce the 1ife of the Kapton.

Q. Thay did pull a vacuum un.th- part though?

A. I believa, that aalpart of thn_brake Fill
system, that =- that vacuum is included. There is a
vacuum specification aleo in the ;— in the pressure
awitch teuﬁ -- or mpecification.

Q. Does an eléctric metor run your air
leveling eystem in the '92, '9%3 Linceln Town Car

platfcrm?

AAR COURT REPORTERS 713 466-3%325
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A. According te Exhibit 7, it says: Alr
Euspension cnmpressnf maotor. I balisve that would

be 2n electrlic mokor.

a. The #nawﬂr's yas?
A, Corrsct.
Q. Mr. Porter, did you speak with anybody

from WNHETSAY

A. With regards to Ehin inveatigation?

Q. Yam. |

a. No, gir.

0. Have ycu upu£=n with anyone f£rom NHTEA at

any point in time?

A. In ragarda to thia invastigation?

Q- In regards teo anything.

A. From time to time people from NETSA do
come to Ford Motor Company and I've been lnvolved in

acme mestings.

Q. ﬁut unrelated to tyiﬁ isaum?

A, Unrelated to this iasue,

Q. There il a refarence to & Japuary 11th,
1999 -- I'm Borry -- January 21, 1959 Eelephune

conversation batween Ford Rutomotive Safety Office
personnel and two individuales from NHTSA. D¢ you
know whe ths Ford Automotive Safety Office perscnnel

wag that communicated wirh NHTSA?

RAA COURT REFORTERS 713 466-9325
9597 Jenes Raead, No. 13163, Houston, Texas 77065
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- A. May I sea that document?

- Q. Sure. TI'll gaE the date.
MR. MAYER: We'll go ahead ana maxk
this.
(Exhibit No. 5 marked.)

Q. And the refarence is Ford's anpawer to
Regquest No. 3. See in accurdﬁnce with the agency
letter from the January 21 telephone conversation
batween Pord?

MR. FEENEY: The pending guesticn

la --

MR. MAYER: Who -- Doas he know
who ==

MH. FEENEY: Does he know --

MR. MAYER: Does he know who that
refers toc? Yeah. It's not him, but does he know

whe that refers to, who the Ford Autcmotive Safaty
parsonnel an.

A. He, I do neot.

Q. Did -- Were you involved in veary reviaewing
resﬁnnsen that Ford sent to NHTSA during this
invesﬁigatinn? |

A. No, I waa naet. I -- No. I need to -- I
did not review what was sent to NHTSA, noc.

Q. Did you work with Mr. Camp, tha perscn who

AAA COURT REPORTERS 713 466-33235
9597 Jones Road, Ko. 363, Houaston, Texas 77065
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.was regpending on behalf of rhe Ford Moteor Company

to NHTSA's regueskt?

A. Nge, I did not.
Q. D¢ you knew who did froem your team?
A. The connection from my team te the

Automotive Safety Offiece would've bemen 8ill
Abramezyk.

Q. Ncow, why was It, as you as leazder of the
team, weren't working with Mr. Camp, wheo is
reaponding tc NHTSAY

A. We were wurking with Mr. Camp through
Mzr. Abramczyk.

Q. Ckay. He wae your deslignated
represeantative on that issue?

T Al Well, he was their dasignated
raprasentative to us.
{(Exhibit FNe. 10 marked.)

Q. bkny. Ckay. I dnp't know whether these
fIn&ienhing} have bean previcusly marked and 1f they
bhava, I apologize for adding additionai documents.
wQuld vou take look at . Exhibit 10 and gonflirm that
thésa are thae angihquring specificationa for the
part, the Texas Instrumenté hbrake pressure swltch?

MR. MAYER: I'm BOrrY. Jim, I have a

cepy for you.

AAA COURT REPQORTERS 713 466-5325
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MR. FEENEY: Okay.

MR. MAYER: On some stuff I have made
extra copies.

MR. FEENEY: My oaly commant about
this is thar I -- I.menn, if you can do it, fine. 1
mean - -

MR. MA¥ER: Yaah. I --

MR. FEENEY: =~-- I lmagine there's
plenty of drafta of this. Do you know -- Do you
balisve it to ba -- -

MR. MAYER: I don't know. That's why
I'm asking him.

MR, PEENBY: -- the final final?

. MR. MAYER: I don't know. That's why
I'm asking him the guestion. -

. MR. FBENEY; Okay. Well, let's see

1f he can tell us.

A. I can't tell ynu..

0. What weould you -- What i@ it about it thatr
pravants you from telling me whathar thie is the

enginearing epecs that were provided to T.I. for

thkis partc?

A. Thure': -- Front cover sheet is misaing.
q. Okay. Anything else?
A. That's the firet thing. I'm --

AAA COURT REPORTERS 713 466-9325
95397 Jonas Road, Na. 3631, Houaton, Texaa 77065
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g. Look through lt, if you would, and see if
it appears to you, abaent the front cover shest, ta
be the specifications that you reviewed during the
course of your investigaticon.

MR. FEENEY: Well, that's a different
gqueaktien,

MR. MAYER: It ;a a different
quaestien. That's why I asked him.

ME. fEEHEY: Okay.

A. It looks similar to the specificacion,
Yes. - |

Q. All right. &and when you asked to see the
specification during your investigation, where did
You go to obtain it?

‘ A. I'm not wure exactly where we want to get
it. There would ba twe methods. In the course of =a
team meating I probably would've asked Texas
Inetrumaeant for 1t firet nincq they wsre preducing
tha part and should have it handy. There's also
eysteame in and that -- that cellect our
epecificatione and that might hava been anpcther
plﬁce to get it. |

Q. Am I correct that whan these

epecifications ware prepared, you were not involvad?

A. That'se correct.

AAR CQURT REPODRTERS 713 £66-3325
9557 Jones Road, No. 263, Houston, Texas 77065
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0. You don't have any firsthand knowledge con
what was dene in ardér to come up with these
engineering specifications? -

A. I don't have firsthand knowledge, cnly
infarmatinﬁ that wag provided En.us from discovery
for thase cases.

a. All right. And did you talk with anyone
at Ford who was rasponsible fer the creation of

these apecificationa?

A.  We gpoke with --
Q. You gave me a name yestarday, I think.
A. Well, I ~-- Yas, There was Gary Klingler

was involved.

Q. Okay. And there was the ancther fellow
wﬁ;se names you gave me.

A.._ Thare was Bruce Pease was lnvolved, alsoc
Niru Modi.

€.  ©Okay. Anybody elae?

A. Those would be the only onea that -- that
I recall at this polint that wera -- would've been
diractly tnvolved.

Q. Okay. I don't want to rehasah anything.
Igs thers anything that you discussed with any of

these individuals about the esnginsaring

gspecifications that we did not discuss yesterday?

AAR COURT REFORTERS 712 455-9}25
3557 Jones Reoad, Hn. 163, Houmton, Texas 770&5
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i A. I don"t recall at this point anything

elge, axcepk --

Q. Okay. That's why I askead you.

A Yeah. -- that -- that T,I. was an integral
part of daﬁeloping these spacifications.

Q. And that's what people have tald you and

that's what you've read in documante?

A That's correct,

g. You donr't have firathand knowledge of
thatc? -

A. That's carreét.

Q. Okay. There ism & -- one third paragraph

thak says: The engineéring tagt sample aizes and
test frequencies contained within this engineering
apécificatinn reflect the minimum requirem=ntse
estaklisghed ts provide a regular evaluation of
cemformance to design intent. What doss that mean,
of cunfu;m;nc& to design intent?

A. That means that if it -- if is run, thls
ia the minimum that's required to shew that the
parte w#will meet how they're going to ba applied in
the vehicle. Thia is a minimum. If there's
anything that the suppliar understands to he an
extra issue, it's on ~=- ¢gn their responsibility to,

one, ldentify te Ford and to run tests pursuant te

AARA COURT REPQORTERE 713 466-9325
8597 Jonss Road, No. 383, Houdton, Texas 77065
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that.

Q. Do you knnwlexactly what Ford did to
determine whether this is a proxy for cenfoermance to
design intent? Do you know from your discussions

with eitha% Pease, Klingler or.ﬁndi?

A. That these tesgsta --

Q. Ara a proxy for conformance to design
intent.

A. I'm -- I guese I don't understand.

Q. What exactly did Ford do to make sure that

these engineering tests, aample éizea. test
fragquencies, were the teats that ware going to be
adegquate to conform to its design intent for the
vehicla? That'a what I'm axking, Do vou know?

T A. The temperature raguiremants, the impulse
requirements, the -- the liat cf tests that are in
this are a carry-over from -- by and large, fxrom a
previous aﬁecificatinn that T.I. daveloped for tia
parﬁ. Thgre are a variety of *Ehicle Leets that
Ford Hotnr\Conpnnf-runs on final! product, but tha
speclfice of thils apecificatiocn were really ;abhied
for, negotiatsed by, gushed by Texaa Inatruments.

MR. MAYER: ©Object, nonraspcnaive.

Q. De you know what the wvehicle fests that

fyouw referred to wara?b | §

AAA COURT REPORTERS 713 4686-9325:
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A. I can't spaak of any specific wvehicle
testa. |

a. Because you -- you weren't involwved in
the --

A, écrrect.

Q. -- wreatien of the spec?

A, Corract.

Q. During the invaestigatien, did you go back

arnd ask anyone, what exact vehicle testing did we do

in connection with these specifications, Exhlbit 10

A. Our COnNcCern was whf the brake premsure
sewitches were burning. And, no, we did not ask wha
vehicrlea tesrs ware done.

Q. Would it be fairxr to say then, as to
iﬁﬁividuals testes like the burst tests, you would
not know what wvahicle testing was done Lo
subgtantial that? Would that ba a fajir ptabtement?

A.' I cannot tell you what that ie at this
ﬁnint.

Q. And that waa not something you looked at
during your investigation, corract?

A. Correct.

(Exhibit No. 11 marked.)

Q. I hand you what's been marked as Exhihit

11 and ask you if this is a document that you have

?

L
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-geen before®?

A. I've looked at a-lct of documents that
I -- over time. I don't recall having seen this one
speclfically.

a. 6kay. It Bays: Eickoff meet ing, list of

attendees. Do you sa&& that at the bottem, 12-1-98,
Kickoff list, meating of attendeea?
4. Yes, sir.

Q. Okay. And this is tha NHTSA inguiry
kickoff meeting., The reason I'm aaking, I den't see
your name on thera. h;d I'm just wondering, is that
a mistake cr did you not attend this meeting?

A. I was net at thia mseting.

Q. And there's a name from somebody at
?i;tean, a guy named Mike Jitt. Do you a=e that?
He's about twe-thirde of the way down on the
left-hand alde?

A EEB.

Q. Okay. Did yoeu -- That -- That's an new
names to me. Did vou have any dealinga with anybody
from Viateon by tha name of Mike Jett?

A, I don't whq ha im,.

g. -That name doea not ring a bell to you?

A Not akt all.

Q. Now, with the esxceptlon of Mr. Jett, are

ARA COURT REPORTERS 713 465-9325
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all che people listed Ford pecple?

A. 1 den't know that,

Q. What are some of the abbreviakicons?
What'e ABO stand for?

A. Ilhalieve A3C ptands for Automotive Safety
Office.

0. FC3D, what does that stapnd fozr?

a. I believe that standa for Ford Customex
Service Division,

Q. 0GC? )

A. That etands for the Qffice of the General
Counsal,

Q. That's Ford's legal department?

A That's Ford's legal department.

Q. PVTY

A, I balieve that stands for Product Vehicla
Team. - _ -

Q. And what is that? What's the Product

Vehicle Team?

A, That -- These are -- It's group of
engineers that are working on the preduct.

Q. Would those ba peopla working on the
.Lincnln Town Cars in that time frame?

A. In which time frame?

2. In 15998,

_ AAA COURT REPORTERS 713 466-3325
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.\ That would be pecple that would be
representing -- not necessarily the Lincoln Town
Car. I'm not sure of the apecific positien of the

pecple there, but that's people that would be

working in the assambly plnntal

Q. Okay., Because I ses the building for that
persgn Wixom. Do you see that?

A, That's cerrect.,

Q- and then there'ms a LVC. What dees that

gtand for?

A. That stands for Large Vehicle Center.

Q. AVTT

A. That atands for Automctive Vehicle
Technologles -- ox Advanced Vehicle Technologies.

Q- Qkay. Why la it that you didén't attend

the kickoff me=ting?
A. _I waan't invited.
Q. Do you know why that waa?
No, I do not.
Did you asek anybody why that was:
No, I did not.

Ckay.

C I = R -

It ig certainly not part of my regular job
responsibilities to go to NHTSA meetings.

{Exhibit No. 12 markad.!}
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Q. Let me hand you what's been marked as
Exhibit 12. I'm really just trying to find out, do
you know whose handwriting that is?

ME. FEENEY: Sure you do.
MR. MANSKE: Yaﬁ do.
o. all right. This is=s sﬁmc handwritten notes

produced by Ford. The date on it is 12-10-28. D&

you see?
A, That's correct.
Q. okay. Do you know whaose notems those are?
A. I'm not sure that -- whoee notes they are.
0. Does the handwriting look familiar teo you

on Page 17

A. On Page 1, soma of that doss look a Eit
like my handwriting.

0. All right. And look at Page 2 of the
exhibir. Whose handwriting is that?

A, I don't know.

Q. Do you know whosa .- It lopks like some
kind of diary. Do you know whoge diary thac ie?

A H;. I do neot.

0. Ia there any of the handwriting on -- on
Page 2 that you recognlze? Some of it's printed and
gome of it's written out.

Aa. I gquess I'm not sure. You know, the

AAA COURT REPORTERS 713 466-9325
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printing -- actually, the last line looks a little
kit like mipe.
Q. Yeah. All right. And that's in the form

of a gquestion; ign't it?

A. Yog, it ig.

2. And would you read that to the jury?

A. "Is gpeed contral ewitch hot on all
vahicleg?"

Q. And was that socmething that you.looked

into during your investcligation?

A Yes; ﬁe did.‘

0. Now, above that there are some -- there's
gaoma entrles and your name appears, lf you logk

right at the top of Page 2 of thies axhibit.

A. YTan .

Q. '92 Town Car Meaeting - Brake Pressure
Switch., Jim -- Loocke like dreg -- Is that Gregory?

A. &'m not sure. Butlthnt'a what it looks
like.

Q. Tam Magters, Joe Evans, Mike-sombody. Can

you read hia last name?

A. 1 believe that saye Fodara.

o) Okay. And Frad Portsar?

A Corract.

0 All right. Was there a meeting that you

AAA COURT REPCRTERS 713 486-3325
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éan récall attanding on or about Decamber the 10th,
1998 where those individuals were present?

A Yag.

g. And can yeu read whak's below yau? nama,
that next 1}n=?

A. I think that says -- There's a little

gcribble and then I think it'a E-g-e-n.

Q. is that an abkreviation for somethlng?

A. I den't think so.

Q. Do you know what it refers ro?

A. It 1ﬁak§ like the name of another person.
Q. Okay. All right. The next line =says,

Preferred on brake-something and EVIM. Did I read

that righc?

a. I think 8o, yes8.

0. I maan, <an you read that word I skipped?
I can't --

A. It looks like maybs it'a *in.*

Q. And what does EVTM stand for?

A. I believe that's refarring to cne cf

the -- the manuals for the alectrical vacuum. I
forget wh;t the *T" would stande for. But "M would
ba Manual.

g. - Do you know what that ig referring ta?

A. That'a cne of the service documants.

ApA COURT REPORTERS 7123 455-%325
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Q. And do you recall somebody looking at oue
cf the servige documents on or about this Ltime?

A. I think early on in the ilavestigation we
started locking at trying ta find service documents
from that tima pariod.

Q. To find out what the sarvice history these
vehicle had or --

A. Na. +Tu undarstand what -- what the
circulbtry was in the themse vehicles. |

c. Because you were not familiar with the
cirecuitry prior te thia?

A. That's correct.

Q. There's something that saye -- The next
lihe says; "Brake Pregaure Bwiteh called Speed

Control Daactivatlon EBwitch comes in PILA to

proportional -- or prop valve.®" What 1s PIAT.
A. That's an abbreviation for Purchased In
Amgembly.

Q. Okay. And we talked about that y=st=rday,
whan a2 component is shipped in from Highlight. Is |

that what that refara to? .

A. That's correct.

Q ind agesaembled to athsr.campnnents?

A. That's corract.

0 And then it ;ays. "sﬁppliar = Surfaces.
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D& you see that?

A, Yes.

c. Dkay. That's a new name to me. Who are
they?

A, I believe Surface is another nime fox
Highlight.

Q. ch. ©Okay. Aall right. Then there'a a
serifs cf guestions there. Were those guestions

that were posed at tha meeting in December of 15982

A. I bellave those wars guestions that were
asked at ths meeting, yes.

Q. Okay. And then the last cone, you helieve,
would be something that would be attributable to
yeu, the last note on Page 27

A Yean.

a. And did you ==

A That's a possibility.

Q. ﬂkny. And did ycu_racei?a aneswers for all
thﬁun questinga?

A. I don't know if I can answer that without
going through each of the guastions.

g. oOkay., Now, the previous page =- if you

look at the previous pags, it's als¢ dated 12-10-38.

Ia it possible that these are scme notas that you

took at thig meating, Mr. Porter?
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a. It's passihie.

0. Okay. And this would be kind of an
exception whsre you typically did not take ndtea,
right?

A. At this point, thim was the first meeting,
He didn't know whare wa ware golng, whe was goling to
be involvaed.

g. Ckay. All right. Thare’s a couple cf
thoughts -- a couple of questiens you have writtap
out. The first one on the left-hand aide 1s Switch
Current. Do you know what that referxes to?

A, I belisve the gqueation there is, what is
the awitch currxent?

Q. 0id you find that our?

A. Yas, we did.
Q. And what was the mswitch current?
A, The -- The current used toc allow the speesd

control clutch coil to engage is a maximum of
three-quarters of an amp duxing normal operation.
g. Then acrose from that is Speed Control
Daactivation Ewitéh. Do you know what that refers
Ca?
A. I beliave ?hat refays to the product that
we're talking akbout.

2. Okay. ©Okay. As I understand it, the --

AAR COURT REPCRTER3I 713 466-%32E )
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when you got into thie meeting, the speed control
deactivation awitch was already a ¢andidate for the
likely cause of this Eira?

A, I understand that the NHTSA had identified
the speed control deactivation switeh as a likely
candidate.

Q. Okay. BHBrake fluid ignition, what's does
that refer to?

a. I believe that's wondering 1f brake £fluid

can atart a fire.

Q. Did you get an aneawer to that?
A. Yesg, we did.
Q. Okay. And what was the ansawer?
a, Yesn.
) Q. All right. And what temperaturae? Dc you
recall?
A. We didn't have that information.

Q. ‘And how did you fFind out, could brake
flﬁid start a fira? Whe did you go to?
Wea put a match on it.
All riéht. And saw 1t ignite?

Yes.

°© > o >

Now, breke fluid was something that was
used, obhviously, in a lot of different vehicle lines

at Ford?

AAA COURT REPORTERS 713 466-9315
3599 Jones Road, No. 363, Houston, Tgxaa 77065




10

11

12

13

14

15

lg

17

18

135

240

21

22

23

24

25

50

- a.

vehicles.
Q.

Involved.
A.
Q.

A.

2.
A.

guestion.

Q.
Town Car,
] A,
Q.
a.
a.
A.
a.

wrilttan.

A

Q.

Yes., Brake flunid 1g commonly used ia

The next reference ia, Are Service Parcs
Did I read that right?

That's correct,

And did you get an answer to that?

I'm not exactly sure what che context of

that gquestion means at thie poink.

Do you remember why you were posing 1t?
I don't knew that I was posing that

That question may have been posed in

the -- in the mesating.

Next entry. Was cruiee control standard on
de you see that?

Yag.

Did ynu'get an answey tao that?

Yam, wa did.

hnd what wae the anawer?

Yas.

Reports are ambiguous, 1s the next ncte

Do you know what that refare to?

T can't racall for surs., BRut it may have

referred to the NHTSA reports that weére identified.

Your understanding then would ke that the

NHTSA reports were amblguous as to cause; or at
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least some beuple thaught that?

A. At that point in time pecple didn'c
understand exactly what they meant. There waa not a
lot of informatien.

¢. - The .next antry, Ie spéed control standard

option on CVGM. ©Bid I read that right?

A. Yen.
Q- And what does that refer toz
A. I believa that's raferring to the Crown

Vie, Grand Marguis,

Q. All right. Wasx it standard or optlconal?

A. It's optional.
0. Okay. The next entry ias, Contact for

future NHTSA meetings. Do you asems that?

A. Yen.
Q. And what wap that in raference to?
A. I believe that wa were locking to see who

we needesd to make sure was involved, essenktlally
with the Automotive Safety Offica.

2. All right. And was a declision mada that
Mr. Abrameézyk would be.the person toc de that?

A. Well, wa cartailnly didn't make that
declsion. But ultimately Mr. Abramczyk was a member
of the team,

. Whe made that decision?

AAA COURT REPORTERS 713 466-9325°
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A. I don't know.

o. Was that something that Ford Office of
General Counael handled, typically?

A. I believe that's somathing the Automoative
Safety Office would've handled themselves.

. All right. Then there's a couple of other
notes. There's aomething oo the lefc-hand sids,
looke llke -- looka like somebody'm E-Mall sddress,

Do you see thar?

A, Yaa.

Q. Can you read. that for us?

a, Hot really.

2. Do you know what it refers to?

A. Looks like aomebhody's E-Mail addresas. I
agrea.

Q. Then it save, Cars on the Rcad, Warm

States. Do you know what that's in reference to?

ﬁ. -I think, you know, again, it's speculation
because I don't really racall at this time. But I
think there was some gquestions as far a8, was there
a highar prnhabiiity in ﬁarm atates than ceold
atates,

G. All right. .Lnd do you know if that was
aver resolved? |

A Ultimataly, no.

ARA COURT REPDRTEREZ T13J 466-532E
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Q. Then there's aomething, lcoks like a
little box arcund it and it says, Test. And I can't

read what the next thing is. Can you help me oput

there?
A, Well, looks like maybe "squirrel._*
g, Is it "seqguance" maybe?
A, Mayke.
Q. | Okay. Does chat ring a bell? Deoes it

refreagh your memory on what you were referring to

thera?
A. No, it dosen't.
Q. What BCE and MIS message? Are those --
A, I don't knew what that refers to.
0. Ckay. Now, other than this document, are

you aware of any other notes that you took during
the inveakigaticn?

A. I chink that there were a couple of early
meatinge that I -- I producaed notes on.

Q. And have you reviewad those notes in

preparation for this depositicoan?

T

A. Yas,
Q. What did you do to prepare for this

deposition? Did you mest with the attorneys?

a, I met for a coupla of hours with the

attorneys, yes.

o]

AAA COURT REPORTERS 713 46£-9235
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0. Did you review your notes?

A. AL that point in tEime, no.

Q. Did you review documents?

A. No. They asked me guestions.

Q. And whe did you mest with?

A. Mr. Manske and Mr. Feeney.

G. Anybody alze present?

A. Mr, Lampe ¢came 1in once or twice,

ﬁ. Wha 15 Mr. Lampe?

A. Mx. Lampe 1s Ford'as Offica of the Seneral

Counsel con this. -

0. He's an atcttarney; 1a he not?

A. Yea.

Q. Other than that, nobody else present?

A. There wera & lot of people that came in
and au;. I'm not -- You kaow, to anawer that yes or

ne, I mean --

Q. Were all the peopla that came In and out
lawyers?

A. I think so.

Q. Okay. Did the meeting happen here or over
at Ford?

A. Happened at.Fnrd.

MR. MAYER: If nobedy hag an

cbjection, I wouldn't mind taking juset a short

ARA COURT REPORTERS 713 468-31325 .
9597 Jonesa Rcad, No, 363, Houston, Taxag 77065




10

11

12
13
14
15
ls

17

i8

19

20

21

23

213

24

25

55

break.
_ MR. FEENEY: I was ju#t going to
suggest that.

HE; MAYER: OQkay.

{(Recesa taken.) .

{At this time a video tape of the
witness was bagun.}

THE VIDEOGRAPHEER: Geoing en the wvideo
record, 10:43:12.

MR. MAYER; Do you want to make an
ocbjeecet, Mr. Faeney? -

MR. FEENEY: Yeah. ¥You want to
introduce the fact that you've got a videcgrapher
hera? |

MR. MAYER: Yeah. We'wva started the

video depogition. Mr. Porter is Balng deposed.

He's been Moticed by Video Depogitico by me and

Mr. Jolly's original Deposition Hotlice contains a
?iden_T&pe Daposition Hntiaa: Mr. Feaney's
indicated he abjects te us beginning the depesiticn
on the stenographic recoxrd and then adding a video
compenent later and you've agreed to reaerve those
ohjacticne until triai.

MR. FEENEY: We -- That is -- That is=

correct. And I den't digpute that the dapositiocn

ARA COURT REPDRTERS T13 468§6~-9325
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was originally Noticed as Videco Tape. We just
haven't been deolng it. My basls for my cbjection is
having a partial wvideo record and a partial
nun-*idao record and usge of thea video portion of
that record. Obviously, we have a record. But in
the apiric ocf cooperaticon, wa're resgerving all of
that for a later date.
MR. MAYER: Appreclate that.

Q. In preparing for yocur deposition today,
Mr. Peorter, did you raview the reaponses that wers
sent toe NHTSA by Ford Motor Company?

A . Ne, I did not.

0. Have you at any tima looked over those to

make sure they're accurate and comnplete?

A. I -- I don't recall looking at those
apmsifically.
Q. And I think you told me earlier jin the

depoeition teday that yud were not directly involvad
in preparing responses toc NHTAA?
A. That's correct.
Q. Did you provide information to
Mz, Abf;mc:yk s0 that he could give accurate and
timely information as to NHTSA?
| A. AE a member of the team Mr. Abramczyk

collected informatien as it waa produced by the
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Leam.
Q. If you look at that exhibit -- I think

it'a -- it'®# the March 1ith, '9% letter --

MR. FEENEY: Here it is right there.
Take a leook at tﬁat.

Have you gob n extra copy of that
cne?

MRE. MAYERE: We should. No. I have
a -- I don't have any preblem, if you want to take a
break and make a guick copy.

MR. FEENEY: Are you going te ask
him -- Are you going to be a while?

MR. MAYER: No. I have one --
There's something in here I need to ask him about.

MR. FEENEY: 1 wean, if you only have
one guestion, let's see what happens.

MR. MAYER: That's all right.
It's -- Hera's a2 whole axtra aat.

MR. FEENEY: 1It's & diffasrent laettar.

MR. MAYER: 1It's a different letter.
1 havan't markad it yet. It'a this (Indicating)
latter. And ¥ den't have an axtra copy, but I'm
happy to gbgp and maEe a guick copy. Humbex 13.

{Exhibit Mo. 13 marked.)

MR. FEENEY: Well, same guestlon:
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4547 Jones Road, Wo. 363, Houston, Texas 770AF

:
:




19

11

1z

13

la

13

la

17

1Hd

13

20

21

22

23

24

a5

Have you got one gquestions gr --
MR. MAYER: Yeah.
MR. FEENEY: -- a faw gquestions?
MR. MAYER: Yeah. TIt's one queation.
Q. Do you recall, Mr. Abramcyzk -- I'm
EQXrry -- Mr. Porter ~- I can't find it. Let me move
on and I'll get my act togather in a lirtle bit.
Sorry. 1 apelogize. Okay.
MR. MAYER: What's the naxt Exhih&t?
THE COURT REPORTER: 14.
iExhiﬁit No. 14 marked.)
2. Would you take a look at Exhibit 147 Have
you aean Exhibit 14 before?
A, Yen, I have,
Q. Okay. It'as an E-mail from you te a
varigty‘;f people at Ford. Am I right?
F- That's correct.
Q. Okay. . And then this i8 -- relatea to the

inveastigation that we'rs hexe talking about Ethak

f[you're the -- that you were the project leadar on,

correck?
A. Correct.
Q. If you go the second page, there's some
gquestions that have been posad. De you see those?
AL Yes.
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Q. Ckay- And thera'm a raference te No. 7
}hich reada: What fault codes are stored if the
brake presaure switech failg? Did I rea& thak
correckly?

A. That's corract.

Q. Ckay. And what anawar did you get te that
queation whan yeou poaed jit?

A. At that ctime that wae a guestion that was
left open for further investigatiunj

Q. What are fault codes? WKhat is that?

A, Fault codes aée codea that are found in a
control module looking for -- that are -- that are
stored when the control module 1dentifies a problem.

Q. Ckay. And did you think at the time that
thers was 3 control module chat controlled the brake
prepours swiltch and if the awitch f£alled some fault
codens would -- would be genarated?

A, We didn't knﬁw what might -- the -- the
gicuation may bka on this madﬁla. We were still
learning what the syatem was and generating a list
¢f gquestions in ﬁunural,_ganericallr. that -- that
we wanted Lo ask.

Q. Naw that tﬁa inveastigation iwm almost two
yeare into -- two years from the date of this

E-mail, what is tha anewar? What fault codes are

AAR COURT REPODRTERES 713 486-9325
9597 Jones Road, Mo. 363, Houston, Texas 77068
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stored if rthe brake pressure switch failz in the
“92, 1931 Lincoln Town Car?
A On the '%2, '%3 Town Car, there are no

fault codes stozred for any failuxe mode.

g. OFf the brake pressure awitch?
A Correckt.
o. Are there fault code== or dlagnostice in

the '92, '%3 Lincoln Town Care for other thingse?

A. I man't =+« I don't know.

Q. Would the owners manual be the beat guide
far that? .
A. No, it would not,

Q. What would be a better guide?

A. Service manual would be batter.

. 2. Thank you. Would you defer toc tha =arvice
manual for what the diagnostica are in that cthat
Panther platform?

A, YaB.

Q. De you know i1f thafa are fault codes today
in any of tha Ford vehicle linea that are generated
1f the brake preassure awitch fails?

A. No, I do not.

Q. Did vou look into that after the
investigation waes completed?

a. Cur investigacion waa, why did the 1932,

ARA COURT REDQRTERS 713 466-9325
9597 Jones Road, No. 3163, Heuatan, Texag 770FS
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'23 Town Car brake pressure switches were burning.
We were not lntereated in fault codes on athgr
vehiclaes.

. You were interasted in faulr codes on this
vahicle lina though, gorrecty that's why it's in
this E~-Mailv?

A. Generically, it wae a guesgtion that we
were asking to see if therm wasn aamethinq that might
help us underatand why thare ware firas in the brake
preesure ewitch.

o And did you -- éid you h&ve anyhody in
particular that tracked dowe the informaticon on this
inguiry, on the fault codes?

A. I don't recall.

(Exhihit Ke. 15 marked.)

2. Ckay. Let me ask you to take a look at
Exbkibit 15 --

‘MR, HAYER: H?. Fgeﬁay.
MR. FEENEY: Ubh-huh.

Q. -- and ask you itf this 1is a dozument --
Well, first of all, ie.it a PFord document?

A. Itlappenrs te be a Ford decunmsent.

Q. Okay. This appears to be a request for
soma type of Central Lab analysis. Would you agree

with me?

‘ARA COURT REPORTERE 713 466-9325
3597 Jonma Road, No. 361, Housm+--— S
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A. It's what it appears to be, yes.
g. Okay. And where it sayas -- About halfway
down: Additional sample information testing

regquirementa, do ysu see that.

A, é:a.
Q. It says, Sample I.D., burned connector and
pressure actuater (Reddick!), ie that sometimes also

referred to as the Memphis switch?
A, That's correct.
Q. That's the little packet of material that

you have next to you, minus ¢ne missing layer of

Kapton?
A, That's carrect.
Q. Okay. Is the connector in that litktle

packet that vou've brought with you?

A. I belisve ramnpants of the cannector
that -- that tharasa ware -- from burn -- after the
burn ara aiso thare, yes.

Q. Ckay. Would you pass it -- or at leazst,

why don't yeou open the bag and identify what the

‘eonnector portien ie that you referred to?

A. These three bags contaln what
ramnants -- what the remnapnts are of the connector.
Q. Okay. And that was the material that was

sent to Ford Central Labe?

ARAA COURT REPCRTERE 713 466-%325
9587 Joneg Road, No. 363, Hauaton, 7o
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A. This --
. Yeah. And in Exhibit 15, that's what I'm
trying te find cut. Is that -- TIa that the materizl

that was sent to Ford Central Labs in Exhibit 15%
A, All of these plecsas were Ford -- sent to

Central Labs.

Q. Okay. For analyaisz
A. For analyais.
Q. Okay. And there is a note on the

document, Exhibit 15, where 1lt'e aays: High
Priority - Possible Legal. Do you see that?

A. Yes, s8ir.

Q. Had -~- Had someone lodged a claim agalnst
Ford at thieg point Eor the Reddlck vehicle?

" a. I don't know what the gtatus was on the
Reddick vehicle,

Q. Do you kaow what that refermnce is,
Boamible ﬂaéal? Do you how that came about?

A. Since there was a fire with respact Eo
this, that always laavee room for possible legal
action.

Q. okay. Th;qk you.

MR. MAYER: Do we have a -- Jim, do
you have apy objectieoen 1f we mark that poxtion of

the .- the three pieces he jidentified as have gone

AAA COURT REPORTERS 713 466-3323
5537 Jones Road, No. 353, Hon=*r -~ .
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to the Central Lab for analysis?
MR. FEENEY:r Well, is it everything
or -- I don't have any objection --
MR. MAYER: OQkavy.
MR. FEENEY: --'to marking --
MRE. MAYER: Let's nmark them. Lekt's
gyt them -~ 16 --
Q. Three bags there? Ig that how many thers
Are?
A, Yas. What's -- What's involved with --
that went to Central Léﬁ is everything and T.I. also

had a material collected from these parts,

0. I know. What I'm asking you 1s, the burn
cennector that's what I wag -- My guestion was,
what -- identify from the bag of material that you

have the burn connector material that was provided
te Ford Cantral Lab for analy:in.. That's all I want
to id:nti!f. Is that -- thuqa’thrae bage the buzrn
¢onnector or did we have a misconuect?

A. I balieva rthar's whar's involwved with che
burn connector, vyes.

Z. Ckay. All ;ight.

MR. MAYER: Do you have any abjection

te me marking them 16-A, B and C?

MR. FEENEY: No. We'll have to talk

AADR TOURT REFORTERS 713 466-9531215
9557 Jones Recad, No. 383, Houston, Taexasr 770K5
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about what happens to the bags once they're marked
as exhibits.

MR. MAYER: Okay.

MR. FEENEY: 1 Qauld net want to
surrender ﬁoaaeasiun of the bags toc the court
reporter.

MR. MAYER: Okay. 1 don't have any
prablem wikh that.

THE COURT REPORTER: Nor do I.

Q. -~ Why don't you just -- I'll hand you the --
the exhibit labela and "if yeou'd just put 1lé-A, B and
C on thoge Lhrees bage 80 we have a clear record.

Mg. WEBINER: And could you just Lell
me the date aof those, Exhibit 15 that you just
referanced?

MR. MAYER: The date of the exhibit
ie 12-17-98. And it has & Bates numker if you want
e,

MZ_. WEINER: Thaet'sm all right. Thank
you.

iExhikit 16-A, 16-B & 16-C marked.}

Q. Okay. Mr. Porter, in your ilnvestigatlon,
did you look at how tha brake pressure switch was
mounted on the various vahicle linesa that used the

awitch?

AaRR COURT REPORTERE 713 466-9325
9587 Jones Road, No. 363, Houston, Taxas 77065
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A. Yas, we did.
Q. I see reference to something called
booster mount, prop valve and line mount. Can we

take them ©one at a time and can you explain, where
it zays Booster mount, what doss that mean?

A. Can I look at that documaeankt?

Q- Sure.
A, Do you want to mark thia?

0. Sure. Borry. It'a dated December 18th,
1998, E-mailed from Charlie pDouglas to Fred Porter.

MR. FEENEY: Do you have an extra one

thare?
MR, MAYER: Ymg, I do.
MR. FEENEY: Thank you,
MR, MAYER: No. 17, rvight?
THE COURT REFORTER: <Correct.
{Exhibit No. 17 mazrked.).
Q. You sea there's some notations tﬁlking

aboul Booster Mount, Prop Valve and Line Mount?

A. Yesg.

Q. I'm juet trying te find out, what dces
that maané

A, Well, those aven't my notations. I would
think that theose are Charlie Douglas's netations.

Q. Okay. Whan it says, Line Mount, does that

AARA COURT REPORTERS 713 466-9325
9597 Jones Road, KWo. 363, Houstcon, Tern-’
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mean -- do you know what that meane, what that's
referring to?

A. Not axactly, no.

Q. Okay. Prop Yalve, do you know what that
refera to? |

a. That one of the components of a vehilcie is

a prop vaive.

Q. Proportional valve?
A. Proportional wvalve.
0. Okay. Let's just btake an example. @Go and

-

look at the model year '%4 Econoline, do you sese
that?

A, Yep, sBir.

a. He's got & "8" next to it for booster
mount. Do vou know if that's acdurate, that the
brake pressure awitch Is mounted at the booster?

A, I'd have to rafer kack to the servicge
manual.

g. Okay. De you -=- Did ydﬁ ask him Por thia
information?

A, I don't know that I askad him foxr this.

Q. Do you reeall discusping this with him at
ANy tiﬁa?

A. It may have ba=n part of the dilscuesion.

I den't racall any mpacific discussion about that.

AAA COURT REFPORTERS 713 466-9325
QEQ7 Trneas RPeoad Mo 3£32. Houston, Texasa 77065
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Q. Okay. And is there any significant to
the -- In your view as head of the investigation,
is there any significant to the differmnt mcﬁnts,
the bocoster mounta, the prop valve and the line
moune’?

A. It would be an indication that these wars
mounted in different parte of the vehicle, {f that's
what that's referring to.

Q. Okay. ¥Now, you mentionad to me early in
the depcsition Charlie Douglas told you the part was
wired hot at all times.

A. Yesa, sir.

Q. Is this the EB-Mail vou were referring to,
1f you at the second to the laet paragraph?

A. Yeg, sir.

G. Okay. &and did Mr. Douglaa discuss -- It
2ays, The issue can ba discuaged furbther on Tuesday,
ag we will-Ee prepared tec provida a brief overview
of our understanding of how the mwitch ins

electrically plumbed into the system. 2nd dld that

oceur?

A. I don't krnow that for sure, bub --

Q. Do -- Do you ﬁave recollection one way or
_thu other?

Aa. No.

AAA COURT REPORTERS 713 466-9325
9557 Jones Reoad, No, 363, Houston, Texas 77065
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Q. Would you defer to somecne= who had notes

of that meating?

A, Yes,
{(Exhibit ﬁu. 18 marked.)
Q. Let me hand you whakt's baen marked as
Exhibit 18.
MR. MAYER: Mr. Feeney.
MR. FEENEY: Thank you.
Q. This ie an E-Mail from you, Mr. Porter, to

a group of people; 18 that corrsct?

A, That's correct.

o, Authored Dacembar the 23rd, 13%87

A. That's corract.

a. A1 right. MNow, are all of the -~ Lhe

recipienta, are all those Ford peopla?

A, I don't know that for sure, but my guess
would be yasg.

0. ﬁkny; And this raferenées an invitation
fram Taxaa.Inntrumunts tor noﬁabadr trom Ford to
travel to Texas Instruments for a full day of
analysie. Is that referring to the Reddick switech?

A. i'believe a6,

Q. And did you accept Texas Instruments'
invitatlon and send someone?

A Yeg, ws did.

AAA COURT REPORTERS 713 4£6-9325 v
9597 Jones Road, No. 3163, Houston, Texas 770635
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Q. Wha went?
A. Norm LaPointe.
a. All right. There's scomething at tﬁe

bottom that says, It would be helpful to understand
the wgathef conditiona at the time of tha event. 1
don't have a date and dealership for this -- from

this part. Did you get that informaticon?

A, Ne, we did noct.
Q. Why net?
A. It became lesa important after the switch

was disassemblad,
{Bxhibit NWo. 19 marked.)

Q. Ckay. 1 paae you what's been marked
Exhibit 19. This is &an E-Mail to you from Ken -- 1
think it'e Gribbla, saeant January 22nd, 19359, Do you
aee that?

A. Yas,

Q. ‘Ckay. &And it looke like it's answering a
guestlon that you posed teoe him in sarlier E-mail, oz
you posed to somebody 1n an earlier E-mail that's

about -- on the 2ist of January. Do you se2 that?

A. Tesn.
0. Dkay. And the gusstions you apked: Is

brake fluid conductive? How much? W1ill brake fluid

react with copper and brass? Will an electric fleld

AAAR COURT REPORTERE 713 466-9325
597 Jones Road, No. 363, Houstan, Texas 77065
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or current cause a reaction? Okay. What were you

asking -- Who were you zaking thart of?
A. My -- My E-mail, it says here, was sent to

CThomass and G8tevenl.

Q. Are those people Ford employema?
A. Yag, =s5ir.
0. All right. And 1t locks like Clark Thomas

was CThomasa?

A. YeaE.

A. All right. And he'as with the AVT
Materials, Plaatics and Elastomers division of Faord,
right?

A. Hae's with the Advanced vahiéle
Technologies area of Pord.

0. Okay. And then you got -- Eventually you

got an answer back from this felleow, on EKen Gribkble,

right?
A. That's correct.
Q. And him -- his answar was that copper and

brass have been used in brake systems for years and

I'm not aware of any coacernsa. Did I xead that

correctly?
A, That's what hias anawer is.
Q. Ckay. And what 1z hise titla?
A. It snys; Chassia Enginesring, Materiala

AAR COURT REPORTERS 713 iEE-531$
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and Ceorresion Engineering Section.

Q. ¥Would that be at Ford Mckor Company?
A, Yes, ailr.
Q. Did you have additional conversations with

sither Mr. Clark or Mr. Gribble concerning the
information contained in thisg E-Mail?

A. No, not with them. We did have
cunﬁeraatinns with the brake fluid aupplier who
indicated differently than what Mr. Gribble did.

Q. So you talked te a brake fluid supplier
who disagreed with what the Ford people told you?

A. He -- Yes, In fact, he gald that brake

fluid would be guit= corrosive.

Q. And thar was an individual from Dow
Chemical?

A, Yee, mir.

Q. Did you give that information back to

Mr. Gribble talling him that, hey, you're off the

mark; tha guys at Dow said it is a problam?

A. I1'm not sure wherxe Mr. Gribble is right
IowW.

2. The answer to my queskion is, you did net
de that?

A. No, we did not,

Q. Why nat.

AMA COURT REPORTERS 713 466-9%345
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A. I'm not sure where Mr. Gribble is right
now.
0. Did you give the inforwmation to

Mr. Thomas?

A. No, I did not.

Q. Why net?

A. Mr. Thomas was probably in the meating at
the time.

g. What meeting was that? Do you recall?

A. Would've been cne of the team meetings.

T.I. was also preaent at that time.
{Exhibit No. 20 marked.)
.0' Let ma hand you a copy of ﬁxhibit 20 and
just get you to identify some people for uae, if you
would. This is from somebody by the name cf Deepak

Qoel. Did I read that right?

a. That's correct.

Q. 18 that how you pronounca ik?

A, Deepuck Goal.

Q. And who -- At this time, what was his
poaltiony

4, Ha was wmy mlnagur.

o That was ysur bhasa?

A. Yaz, air.

Q And what was his titclae?

AAR COURT REPORTERES 713 466-9325
9597 Jonea Reocad, NRo. 3163, Houston, Texas 77065
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A, Managey,
o, All right. 'It'e gekb Managexr Restralacs,

Power Supply, Chassis & EMC. Is that -- I assume

that*s probably a more accurate recitation?

A. That's correct.
o. Apd who 13 Sam Cole?
A, Sam Cole im another manager. I balieve he

wag in the Vehicle Cantar.
0. Okay., Did -- Would he been over you,
adjacent teo ycu?. Iin the c¢hain of command, how would

that work?

A. He wduld've been in 5 different chain of
command .
0. Would you do me a faver? Wceuld you sketch

ouf the org chart for the invegtrigaticn?

iExhibit Noa. 21 marked.)

Q. I paga you what's been marked ame 21.
A. I'm unable to do that at this peoint.
0. OCkay. Why don't you just start with your

diract reporte. We'll do that -- work that way;
your direct report, Mr. Goel, then who you reported
Eo. |

A At thia paint in time this [Inﬂicating} is
all I can racall for sure.

Q. okay. So you reported to Mr. Gosal and

AAA COURT REPORTERS 713 466-3325 .
8597 Jonew Road, No. 363, Houston, Texas 77065
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Mr., Goal reported to somebody named Cary Wilson?

A. That'a cerrect.

Q. There are & bunch -- On this same =xhibic
Ehare are a bunch of othar names that -- some of
whom we've talked about. Let me give this back te
you and sea 1f you're able tc show me where they
would fit into the -- to the org chare. For
example, Mr. Abramczyk, wa've talked about him.

Where would he fit in the org chart?

A He would be on a differant leg of the org
chart. ‘

Q. Qkay. Beacause he worked for a different
division?

A. Yes.

G. What about Ray Nevi?

A. Yes. 3

Q. Whers would ha fit in?

A. ﬁe ﬁas in a diftergnt leg'of ths
Arganizatinn.

Q. Would -- Would -- Would ynu'he able to
draw a line below you and -- and juat put the

investigatory group and the names of people that you
can recall that worked on your team?
A. I guass I'd really like te rafer back tao

what I sald yeaterday am to who the team members

‘AAA COURT REPORTERS 713 466-9335
9597 Joenes Road, No., 363, Houston, Texas 77085
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weare .

Q. Take a look at thar -- that initial
kickeoff meeﬁing. That may healp ycou. See, 1t's all
the way at the bottom.

A. The -- The initial Qickuff team -- This
{Indicating)?

Q. Yeah.

A, This -- That -- That would -- does not
raflect many people, if any, that were on the actual
teanm working on 1t.

Q. Okay. Ckay. Well, why don't you Jjust do
the best you can, understanding that you may loose
some people., Bric, before we -- Lat's not mix
apples and oranges. I mean, the exhiblt he's done
is, as I understood it, an org chart of hia direct
reporte. Why don't we do a ﬂeparaté one in which he
liste the team, thg investigation team?

. MR. MAYER: But I want to -- I want
to sstablish that ha was leadar of the team.
MR. FEENEY: Well, I think you've
done that about 25 times durlnyg the course of
this -- of the depogition. |
MR. MAYER: I den't want any
interruption of thar.

MR. FRENEY: Why don't wa just take a

AAR COURT REPORTERS 713 466-9325
9587 Jones Road, No. 3163, Houston, Texas 77065
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geparate document?

MR. MAYER: That's fine,

0. What exhibit ie that last one T handad
ryour?
A, 21,
Q.- This one (Indicating) is 2z2.
{Exhibit No. 22 marked.)
A. This (Indicating) 1s who I repaﬁher at
|thls point.
Q. Ckay. Okay. And were -- did

Mr. Abramczyk, was he on your téam?

A. Yas, ha was. I neglected to put him on
that. |
Q. Ckay. Why don't you add him there.
- LA {(Witness camplieat} "
G. Okay. And lat me just quickly -- R, Nevi,

was that person than on your team?
A. No, he was not.
Q. And C. Tmska?
. Ne, he was not.
J. ¥Neme?
Joe Neme was on the team also.
Is he on there?

No, he's not.

O » D 0w O

Ckay. Why don't you .go ahead and add him?

AAA COURT REPORTERES 713 455-9325
5597 Jones Road, No, 363, Heuston, Texaa 77065
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A. (Witnese complies.)

S. Cole?

No, he was not.

ODkay. Abramczyk, we did. 2. Deering?
No, she waa noc.

T. Donovan?

He, he was not.

(oI s N L D T+

Thank you. Wara there any individuals
from United Technologias that wera on the team?

A. Net aa standing members.

qg. Did aome of the United Technologles people
attend meetings?

A, I don't recall whether they actually
attended the meetings or not.

. And how about Highlight, did anybedy from
Highlight attenrd the meetinga?

A. Ne, the# did not.

Q. 8o as far as you s}tting here tadar.'
exhibit 22 is the best -- your best recellection of
the investigative team that you ran?

a. Siteing here today. There may bea some
other documents that --

Q. Righte? |

A. -- reafrash =--

G. If we sema another name and it is somebody

AAN COURT REPORTERS 712 466-9325
9537 Jones Road, No. 3163, Houston, Texas 77065
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that you believe we ought to add, just ekt me know?
Ckay?

A. Okay.

0. Okay. Let's go hack to BExhibit 20.
There's a refarence in there #Euut halfway down,
locks like it's from Sam Cole, an E-Mail from SZam
Cole to Deepak Goal, It sgays, Joe, tha point perscn
for EESE. What daag that atanda for?

A. Electrical Electronics gystemas
Engineering. i

Q. Are you a brake =-- Are you in the Ford
brake division?

A, Ne, X'm aot.

o. All right. Seo this brake pressure switch
ig not in ~-- 1t'se not part of the brake system on
this Panther platform?

A. It acrews into the brake systam, the
p;opnrtiuning valve With the_-- that the brake
pressure awitch that burning is part of the brake
pressure.

g. -But respoensibkiliecy, does it £fall in
electrical for this switch? That's what I'm tryinﬁ
the find ocut.

A. Responsibility generally falls with the

organization relaases the component that gees into

. AAAM COURT REPORTERS 713 466-2325
95957 Jones Road, Wo. 363, Houston, Texas 77065
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‘the vehicle. So the switeh for the -~ the Panther

platform in 1992 came as part of the proportioning
valve assemﬁly, which would’'ve been part £o the
brake system.

o. Which 18 -- That - fhat you're not --
Have you ever worked 1n krake syatem in the Ford
organization?

A. Not direct -- Well, not directly, no.

a. All right. Anyway, 1t says: Joe, the
peint perscn for EESE is Fred Porter. He waoarka for
Deepak Goel, the managar in EEEE faor our CCRG. Now,
what 1s that? What dcas CCRG meant?

A. I'm not sure what CCRG stands for.

. Q. Ckay. Process ie Tim Donovan. I'm sorry.
What was Mr. Donovan deing? He wasn't part of your
team. Do you know what he was deing?

A. -Ha wag Mr. Mastars' manager.

Q. All right. And CCR@, it's not an
ahbrevi;tinn you're famillar with?

A. Iec's not one that I desal with regularly,
no.

0. "I have talked to Deepak and 'lre confirms
that Fred has startaed a 14-D. The tech raview

should be sat up with Fred, Desepak and Tim." Ia

that Tim Danovan?

AAA CQURT REPORTERE 713 4£66-95125
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A. I balieve =0,

Q. Okay. And on February the 3rd, 1959, isg
that correct, y¥ou hag gtarted is the 14-D7F

A. We had atarted a report and we had loocked
at pucting it in the form of the 14-D.

Q. So when -- when Mr.Cole sald you'd atarted
the 14-D, that really wasn’t accurate. You had
startad something, but it really waan't the 14-D°?

A. We had put it from the form of the 14-D
because thls was dealing with fires and 14-Ds are
regquired for issuas that -- that may result in a
recall. 2& we thought i1t would be batter to do the
report in that format; if in the eventuality of a
recall, that -- that we'd have -- be preparad for
that. |

MR, MAYER: I have naot \Besan any --

any production of any draftg of a 14-D oxr gimilar

‘document that would go back that far. So I'll --

I"ll make a request that Ford look for it and see if
vou .can find ic. I hava not sean it.
. 1f you were looking for that document,
H?. Portar, where would you to try to go to find it?
A. I would try to go and look at the
documents thit Ford has produced.

Q. Okay. Have you ssen that documente, your

AAA COURT REPORTERS 713 466-9325§
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_Fehruary draft of a 14-D in preparing for the
deposition or in this litigatien?

A Ne, sir.

Q. I have not seen it either.

MR, MAYER: Ford, if vou can praduce
it, we would reguast it.

MR. FEENEY: Juat -- Erlc, juet so,
as we go along, I'll make notes of thia. But just
ag kind of a belt and suspenders, would you Jjust
filae off a --

MR. MAYER: Mr. Melton can send you a

latter. That'se what he's --

MR. FEENEY: -- just kind of a
one-gentence or a twu-;entence -- gome kind of
retuedkb?

Q. Okay. If you leok at the bottom of thie

same sxhibit, this is an E-Mall, it loocks llke, from
Joa Neme. -

A. Joa Nema?

2. Joa Neme to a bunch of peeople, Nevi,
Teake, Cole, Abramczyk and Deering. Ie that -- am I

reading that correctly?-

A. That looks to ba correct.
Q. Okay. And it's says: Chuck -- Who Is
Chuck?

AAA COURT REPORTERS 713 466-393235
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A. I'm not sure who that would be there.
c. All right, *Joe EBradley and I discuased
the Town Car Under Hood Tech Review. We agreed to

hold a kickoff strategy type meeting Ehat T will

lead, then we will hand the 14-D to the appropriate

activity." Do you know what that refaxrs to?

A. No, I do not.

Q. Do you have any idea what, hand off Lthe
14-D to the appreopriate activity? Is that a
division, maybe, or it's eleckrical or brakes?

A. I'm not suxre what he meant by that.

0. Did at some point @cmebody say: You're
now in charge of the 14-D, Fred?

. A&. There was not any haandever of a 14-D to
me, The 14-D was -- wae generated threough our
working group.

Q. Ckay.

A. They may have been genarically talking
about that as a device.

ﬁ. Now, Joe 18 on your taam, right, the
fellow that sent cthie? .

A. Joe became a member of the teap; YAas.

-G. On this daﬁe, wap he part of your team,
Fabruary 3zd?

A. I don't know if he was or not.

AAMN COURT REPCRTRRS 713 466-9325
9597 Jones Road, No. 363, Housteon, Texas 77065
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Q. You're not sure axactly what he's
}eferring to aboput this hand off the 14-D to the
appropriate activity; is that right?

A. That's cnrrecﬁ.

0. And he says, I nead the followlng facts.
I think your dis:overy people have the answers. He
ligcs a geries of queskione: How many '92, 1353
unéer heod Town Cars are there? I aagume you
sventually got a response to thac?

A That infarmaticn was preovided.

2. Do you know, just ballpark off the top cE
yvour head, what that number wzaa?

aA. Ne, I do not.

aq. Okay. How many oacourred whilae the veahicle
Was pafku&, running or unknown? And that
information wag collactad, was it not?

A. That mventeally was collected by
Mr. Magters in his trand data.

. d. All right., BHow many of the fires stavrt
LHS# Is that left-hand side? |

A. I dnn‘f know if that's what tkat is, but
that would be an intﬁreating guessg.

o. All right.- You think that's probably
righe? |

A. Ted.

ARA CQURT REPORTERS 7132 455-9325-‘
5597 Jonea Road, No. 363, Houston, Texas-77085




10

il

iz

13

14

is

i6

17

la

19

20

41

22
23
34

25

85

" 2. All right. How many Crown Vie, Grand

|Marquis fires are there for '§52, '%4, vehiclas?

Include similar info as the TC stuff. That must be
Town Car stuff, righc?

A, I would think so.

Q. Now, is this something that Mr. Masters'
group would'*ve collected infarmation on?

A. Yeag, 1t would'wve.

Q. Do you know what the -- the information

that they collected showed?

A, It would've been in their trend data.

Q. Okay. Do you recall sitting here teday it
showed?

A. No, I deon't.

o. Okay. How many have claimeg from eithar

dealer, inaurance, NHTEAR, atcetera that are fire
initiated wae the pressure switch? So thare’'s a
pnrticﬁlar'inquiry on how many of the claims
réferan:ad the pregsure awitch. That's Texas
Ingtrumente' brake pressure switech, correct?

A.  That is what he's asking for, yea.

0. And then, (60): Anything else you think
well be useful fa puf a "box™ arcund the conecern so
that we can have a meaningful dincuasiﬂn. What doces

that rafer to?

AAA {OURT REPCRTERS 713 466-%32Z5
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A. I'm not sure.

Q. Have you ever asked him?

a. No, I havenrk.

Q. Do you know what "put a box "™ around the

concern refers to at Pord?

A, Na, I don't.

Q. Hams anybody Buggested to yeu at any time
during thia investigation that Ford needed to Lry to

limit tEhe number of wehlcles it recalled?

Aa. No, they did not,
Q. And that's nﬁt what that refers to,
carreckt? |
A. That's correct. At least, I don't think
it ie. |
Q. You don't know because you haven't really

digcussed it with Jce?

A. That's correct.

@. You'd be murpriged if that's what it
meant, right?

A. Right.

(Exhipit No. 23 marked.}

Q. Okay. Let me hand you Exhibit 23, which
i an EB-Mail, I think, nf-tha game day, February Eha
3rd. And this loocks like an E-Mail from

Mr. Magters?
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