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Model Year: Miake: YING: Mileage:
Build Dabe: Presenit Velicle Locasion: Who owas vehisle now:
Costomer Name: Phone’ In it ok fix enginerTing - contact cupinmer;

Inchdent Infa’Vehick Histors
Whero did five ociginsic? (engine compartrient qoadeant, sospest location, or suspect compoeent(s))

if off, how long?

Did customer notice anything nma] priok 1o fire? (specifically... difficnity geting the velicle out of park, spoed
control ook working, bowks warning tamy {lkninsted, stop |aatp noperative)

Do any underbood relays show evidence of overkeat?

ers the uaccrhod fus ks blaven?

Were there ey fuses thet ware blown or abuw cvidancs of other damage?

35 the coemect fuse for the stop lemp switch i the fuse bo?

Was thers any damage £ sy wiring is the 7ea whers the fire vas seapected bo stare?

Dioes the sir supenslon pemp show evidence of orrhsmting? -

VWi (haro auy afermoaren moification ot vehicleP (spocificaly car akarm, trafer o, or FeTO0 sart

Was the vehico invoved in  nsteral dissatoocckint that roguired significart veliicko clean vp? I 30 where waa

. cleanwp performed?

Whkat was vehicle repair histry?

B e Y] g N

mmmﬂuﬂm-ﬂnwmmrﬂw}
Sanape of brake Buid ut arop valve {in sealed glas container)

Relay pack Iocaied o L e sprcn (vith 23 nch wielng ss pousie) |

EDIS 8 modube Jocated on LH fender

Speod control modals focates! on LH fender

Alr suspanaion compressar lociind mnde mir filter

Air suepengicn wiay

Other muspect parts
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| 3. Continuous Power

4. Switch Orientation
5. Current Capability
6. Grounded Hex-Port
7. Plastic Parameters
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@ Cantral Laboratory
18000 Cartury Drive -
Dearborn, Mi 48420-1287
Janusry 16, 16690

Praliminary Findinge:

Tha cup |8 partially ceverad with a greenish resldye. Residya appsamn to be pimarity an oxide of
the braxa contact materfal with poaalbly a sutfur compound. This sugpests bansfer of ooride or
comasion praduct from tha brags contacts to the cup.

The stationary contact exhibite intergramusr cracks which indicate strexa cormosion cracking {SCC).
SCC i causad by combingtion of a spaciic comoalve snvironment and a sustainad tena e strass
(cun ba locakred). Ammonie, wrmonla campounds, sulfiar compowds, and molsture are known to
cause SCC n brass. The contact maderial haa been reported to ba 380 brass, which Je highly

ausaaplible to SCC.

The presenca of brake fluld an the wwitch side of the disphragm has bean detenmined. Black
realduea in the hax port and on the cup, comnverter, and disc appaar to be compaunds which ray
have formad from a reacion bahwesan decomposiiion products (acics) of tha polyestsr base, the
brake fufd, and metals In tha switch. This suggests that tha braka fluld was pressnt on both sides of
the diaphragm during tha thanmal event.

AN threa diaphregmes sahiblt what appaars to be machanical damags. Tha damags dose not maich
up with any meting perte of the swiich. This suggests thet damege mey heva osourrad prior o
seermbly. Tha disphragm haa bacoma brithe and crecked in the vicinity of tha damags. Brake fuld
hes bacoma entrained babwean the leyers (Tefion and capton) of the diaphragme.

Tha posat of ihe movable oontart meitad back Into the bulkhead between the switch snd temingl
caviies of the base. Thers is also arc damage (localized melting) to one comer of the bxidge of the

stationary eomect. Thie damaga appanrs frash {surfacan bright and shiny) which supgemie thet it
m“o@ﬂlnmmmmﬂhﬂmm

The teeminials esxhibit depesits which appear o ba primarity sulkr compounds of e tatminel
mukertal (tin plated brass). ARhough thase depoaks appear visualy akniar to the deposit found on
the cup, they appesr to ba of difsrent compoeiion.

Thes whibs resitiue faund In the connector cavity comtaine alemsnts faund in dry chemical fire
wxdingulahars (Muscovile and phosphorus)

Skave LaRoucha
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* Rote printed by BEQEN on 21 Dec 1998 at 08:39:34 -
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From: FPORTER --DEENCOT Date and Eime 12/18/98 17:04:06

To: WABRAMCZ-=-DRBHJCE

REMGLYS1 --DREHOOS
DHERT, --DERRYOS
KARIBBLE--IRABNOOS
SLAROTCH - - FORDRAL
JHENME --DREMODS
GBTEVENL--DRBROCI

BEQEN =-DRBNOO7
JEVANSE --DREM(OS
JEREHGOIR- -DRENODS
NLAPCINT - -DRBRODS
. VHCINERN - -DRENJOE
RNEVI --DRENQDS
CTHOMAS S - -DRBINODS

HWELFRR3 --DRBHDOS

FRCM: F. J. Fortwer TSART (T -05:D04)

Bubjsot: 9F924 Update {199H1218) _
1999-1993 Town Car FIVC-37924-A Brake Pressure Switch Investigation

TRAH :
AVT XEHE Chagals Elactronics: Fred Portex x84-53722 fpoxter
AVT Chassia Baginesring: Jow Bvana x32-23832 Jsvanml
Daxxy Egen %32-39512 begen
AYT ERSE BROE5: Rob Hnglish ¥33-73325 renglisl
AT Dasi¢m Rnalysis Baxm LaPclnte x39-42686 nlapoint
AvT HHEE OFE: Jim Gregolire x11-79952 Jgrugoir
EGSE Prod. Vah. Safety: Willimm Abramozryk =x33-33384 wabramaz
Ray Navi x#9-47688 rnevi
Large Iapmry VO Hafety: Jolm Mclosrney x3I2-2037F Jocioern
doe Nems x39-00133 Jaama
AVT Matexlials Boginesxzing: drey Sraveno x31-3663E getevant
Een Gribbla x32=-30658 kgribble
¢lark Thomas x59-41313 othcomas5
Cantral Lab Barvicas: Eteve LaRoushe xd4-54078 mlarcuch

INFURMATION
FETSA lattat: PRUS-05S

Vehiclas identified: 31 initlally ldemeifiad.
' 2¢ additiooal vehialss reported since poblication of
the investigaticn. :

Warranty: & total of 8% warranty claing ere identified in AWS con the
FRYY-95¥924-A for 1952 and 1993 Town Cars.

Two CQLE reports {WITAAL3S & VDURA3Z22) mentlon updezhood Eice
in connactisn with tha brake prassurds avitch.

WIIAALIS coourred at 51,500 mdlas.

VYDUARI22 orourred mt 56,802 milen.

Supplier: The prassura switch was napufactursd by Texas Instruments. Tha
switch wam purchased in mssenbly with the brake proporticming
valve bought from Surfaced.

Contmcts: MSurfaces - Mike Thomas (A48)1543-6820 HILITE Industrias
TI - Rob Bhaxp (248}305-5720

37138164




TI - Russ Baumann [308}236-3314
TI - Charlie Douglas (508)238-3657 -

Funotion: The bruka pressure awitch is a radundant switgh for turmning off the
ppasd control function.

X-Rayd: Taken by Steva LaRouche, Worm LaPointe & Clark Thomas cn
12/17/1988. oOriginal photographs and part are in Scewve LaRoucha'm
passegalion.

ON-GOTHI ACTIVITY:

2 gervice parts have been crdered fyom Fairlana Ford for X-ray mnd cthar
tasting by Central Lak Servicua.

Meating with represantatives of TI is planned for 13/12/1938 to didcusm

intended oparstion of the switch. The mesting will he at tha Central
Lahoratory Coafarsnce room off of the laobby.

1) What is tha narmal survent in the besks pragsurs switchy
2) Mag cruiss control standard on Town Car in Hﬂl and 19937
3} TUnder what sircumstances is brake £loid f£lammabla?

Aeeording to clark Thomaa & Mary Haga, brake fluld ia flanmablae at
approximately 300 degreans F.

4) What 15 the repsir history for vahicles thet have saxhibitsd a problem?
Aapalr history for tha two COIS wehiclas are being gatherad by Fred
POYter.

5) What other wehicles use this h:'m pragsure aviltch? What ara thalr
eleatrical configurations?

HODRL YEAR ]5:]93%5419519:]37]9a

]
Town Car 1 xoex] oxx] oooc] ooy o] 1o0ex] 1
Crown Vio ] oooe] 3ooox] Ioooc] aoexx] sowsex] xonm] |
Grand Margquis ]xooo] ooo] ool o] oo xooex] ]
Eccooline ) o] xooax] xonc] o] ook ) 200k ] o]
Club ] xooot] onox] sooot] o] ook} sooex] sk
T-Sezien 1 ]17ooxx] oot o] oexx ] xooex ] 2oock]
Bronco ! 1 2oacx) xn0k] o] aonicx) ] ]
Taurum SED 1 1 xoeex] xoexx] - ---1 1 ] ]
Capri 1 1 1 :00x) :oax] ----1 ] ]
Windatar | ] 1 :ooe] 2oox] ;oook] oo ] ooac]
Falcon 1 3 } 1 xscex] xxocx ] socex] 3000k]
Bxplorer 1 I 1 ] 1 == -~ ] acox] xaxoex)
Ranger 1 1 1 ] ] == ==] 20mxa] a0ox]
Expedition ] ] 1 ] ] ] 2] o]
Havigator 1 ] 1 ] ] 1 Jaoees]

00X used in ncdal

aria5se




§) Im thip swibch still in use? If not, why not? If 8o, what design changas
hava Sesn inplamentsd ainoe 1992719937 :

Charlis Dauglas of TI is isveskigating tha design changes that may have
bean implémented oo the brake prasaurs awiceh baginning in 1953.

1) What fanlt codes are storad 1f tha brake prassure switch faila?

Regarda,
Frad Portar ov - fporter fportar@ford. com
Chasais X/E Systems Applicaticne {313)p4a5-3722

Bldg 5 - ¥all Drap SC30 - Cubiole AEOO4 fax: 390-4145

3713 6166
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L.W. Camp, Director " NSA-12jf
Automotive Safety and Engineering Standards Office PR
Ford Motor Company | FES8-055 |
330 Town Certor Driva
. Dearborn, M1 48126
Dear Mr. Camp: .

_This better is ta advise you that the Office of Defects Investigation (ODI) of the National
‘Highway Traffic Safity Administration (NHTSA) is conducting a Prelintnary Evaluation
conceming engine companiment fires in certain Lincoln Town Car vehicles manufactured by the
Ford Motor Company.

This office has received 21 reports of engna compartment Sres In 1992 and 1993 Lincoln Town
Cars. The fires in these vekicles are reported to have started while the vehicies wers parked und
the engines not nmning. Ten of the reports mdicate & fre at the Jaft front fender whee! wel area
{see photograph, page 63, two indicate s fire af the master cyfinder, which ia niacent 1o the laft
frond fander whaeel wall area, and the remaining nine reports indicats & fire in the engina
compartment. Addtignaly, five of the rports indicate the vehicle owoer's carport, garsge, or
hemw, was also damage a1 u result of the fire.

A copy of each of tha reports is enclosed for your information
Unless ctherwise stated 1n the text, the following definitions apply to this infowmation request:
* Sphizctvaliclass aR 1562 and 1993 Lincoln Town Car vehicles.

& Fonl: Ford Motor Company, all of its past and present officers, employees, whether
assigned to its principal offices or to amy of its fleld or other locatlona, including all ofits
divisions, sulsidiaries (whetbar or not insorporated) and sffilisted sriwcprivey and all of
thair baadquarters, regional, zooe and othee offices and thelr employees, and all ageats,
coatracton, conmibtents, sttomeys and iaw frms and other persone mgaged by or under
the coptrol of Ferd Motor Companry (includisg all business units snd perscun previoasly
referrad 10) who are or were lnvolved in any way with (1) design, analysis, modification
or production; (b) sesting, assessment or evaluation: or () record-kngping, claime, or
Lawisuits relating to the alleged defect in the subject vehicles.

j jaﬁ Iggn SAFETY HOTLINE

L4-3153
SAFETY BuLTESavE LIVEE San D0 Arwa 303 BR-0V13

3713 5167
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« Alleged defert: all under bood Grat, or other thermal anomaliag, from any sourcs or
origin, of any description, level, degres, or magnituds, occurting in the left, or drivers
side, of the engine compartmesnt. This would inchide firas in the sres of the left foat
whetl, o¢ laft front farder.

¢ Dascments: in the brosdest sempe of the word, shall mean all wrintos, printed, typed,
- recarded or graphic matter whatsoever, however produced or reproducad, of avery
kind, nature, and description, Including but not limited to, papers, records, letters,
corTeapondence, memorsnds, communications, elecironic mail mestages (wdsting in
hard copy sndfor in electronic siorage), fixes, notes, annotations, working papers,
drafts, minutes, resoeds, resckitions, books, pleadings, response to discovery,
administrative snd judicial filings, all transcripis and other recordings of any kind,
affidavits, materiels and things produced m discovery, statements, sunrrsaries,
iterviewns, opimiong, mpoTts, Dmwspaper articley, stodies, snalysls, evaluations,
mterpratation, spplications, agresownty, jotings, agendes, bulleting, notices, |
ammouncemets, instructiom, desigs, specifications, blusprints, na-tuilts, manuals, |
brochures, publications, schedules, journals, stailstical data, ligts, tebuletions, computer
priniouts, deta processing input, dats in orage, and data output, microfilm, micyofiche,
. data from optical scanning or recording, photographa, tangibls tkings, and aff reconds
kept by electronic, photographic, or machanical mvesns, any drafts or revisions pertaining
. . to any of th firegning, and all other things similar to any of the foregoing however
dencrinsted wod sy othes dide compEalisnd fim which mformation can be obtained,
franslutad if necassary, indo ressombly uishle focm and any other docsmentsy,

Tn order fisr oy staff to evalunis the aleged defact, cortwin information is required. Pursuant o
49 U.5.C. § 30156, planss provide menbared responses to the following questiona. Pleass
repest each questicn verbatim befors the responss. 1f you bave previcusty firmished QDI with
infirmation that is responsive 1o any itemis) in this requast, you nesd not resubert that
information, but your response must crom-refersnce (by dats of response and question nunsber)
the earlior submistion If Ford canmat anpwer any specilic question, plesse state the resson why
it is unable to do so. [fyou claim that any infarmation or material responsive to the thillewing
itant pesd not be divalged to the NHTSA because it is privilegad, or the wark product of an
attorney, state tha nature off that i emation or matecisl and idantifly sy docurment in which it is
found Try, dute, subject or title, name and position of person froom and person to who it was
sent, and oame and position. of any other recipient. ?numnﬂndmihmpmﬂqelhlt
you cleim, and explain why you bebevs it appBes.

i. State the total number of subisct vehicles sold in the United States by model yesr.

2. Sotathe number incidents, known Lq Ford, in which the sllaged defiect hag been reported o
have ocourred in the subject vahicles, Furnith copies of all documants, Sroma amy and all
sourced, including documenty which may not orkgisally have beea submitted to Ford, which

3713 5183
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xre in Ford's possession or control, or of which it is otherwiss aware, that perisin, in any

way, to any of these incidests. This shoatd inchuds, but is not limiced o, sl documents
possessed by Pord, or of which it is otherwise wware, periaining to the reports included with
this Lester. Funﬂlhﬂldnmnmwhuhuwanm'dhlvuiﬂdﬂuvgﬁuﬁtynfmh
document. For each incident in i3 responss pleass provide the vahicle owost "y names,
addres, and talaphone number; and identify sl vehicles by vehicls identification masber,
model year, dats of manufscture, dave of retall sals, date of incident, mileags &t the time of
the incident, and problem description, For al incidenty imvolving Inwsuits passs identify
the caption, caurt, dockst munbar, snd filing date of each lawwit snd 3 copy of the
complaint document initiating the [awsuit. Sort all incidenty by cangs and wres or
component of origin.

State tha totul number vehicles sokl in the United States by madel nams and modal year that

bave engine compart configuntions (.4, componsnts and component location, wiring
hurnesaes and hamesy [ocation) the ssme as te subject vebicles, Provide a responss to

" question number twn for all vekiclas identified in your anywer to this question,
. State the number of all warranty o, inchuding extanded warranty claiens, and

*goodwill,” field or zone adfustments received by Ford that rolate in the allaged deflct in

the subject vehicles by calendar yoar, calandor month, and problem idsrtificution. Idemify
all vwners by name, address, aod telephons oumbar, and sl vehicles by vehicle identification
number, modet name, model year, dute of matuefhctrs, date of retadt axle date of incident,
Mnhﬁunfﬂuinddmndm description,

ldmﬁﬁrlﬂdnmiuldmhlbymmﬁ.mdwhmhr.m‘hthﬂdidﬂnﬂh
engine compartmont that are, or romain, enargized by the battecy whea the ignitlon key s in
the off position. For all circults kentified, provide & schematic dmwing which identifias the
harmsys{es) in which they reside, the harness location(s), end the somponenta Lo which

. power b supplied.

Tdantify and descride all imspections, tests or cther analyses conducted by Ford, ity
cantractors, suppifers, or by ey other entities, reganding the inspoction of any subject
vohicles that retate to the alleged defiect, to date. Jdeatify, by name and addrems, the entity
that conducted eech such test or analysis. Furnish copiss of all reports, surveys, notes,
tablos, graphe or cther docuuents that pertain to each such test or snalysie, State whea
each teat or analysis was initiated and coscluded, or whether it iy stll in progress. Include
In your respanse 3 description of & worst caye acenasio.

TF Ford has issued any bulleting, advisories, or othay commumications to distributors,

retailers, consumens, or any other sntity pertaining to the alleged dafoct in tha subject
wehicles, provide & copy of each such document. 1f no such documsnts heve besn ixzusd, so
ate, :

713 5169
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8. Ldentify and describe all significant modifications or changes made by or cm bebaif of Ford
in the manufacture, design, or materinl compositicn of ail components in the subjoct
vehicles that may relate to the alleged defect. Tha bllowmg infbrmation ost be included
for each such modification or change:

a  the wpproxiniate date on which the modification or change wns
incorporated into praduction;

b. a descriptiom of the modifteation ar change;

" & the reasan for the modification or change; and

d. whether the modifled or changed components can ba interchanged with earfier
peoduction comgponemts.

9. Provide Ford's assessment of the allegad dafect in the subjact vehicles, meduding:

all causal or contentory factors,;

the failure mode; ]

the cisk to occupsnt aafety it posar; and

whether thern are any circumatances that would provide the vehicle owner or
others with warning of its exirtence.

Your rexpones 1o this ietter, Ia duplicate, must be sbeittad tp this office by January &, 1999,
Pleass inchade in your response the identification codes refsrenced on page | of this letter. If
you find that you are unable to provide all of the information requactad within the time allotted,
you must request an axtsnsion from Mr. Thomas Z. Cooper not leter than Sive days from the due
date. If you are unibile to provide all of the informetion requested by the original deadline, you
st submic & partisl responss by that date with whatever infirmation you have svailabls, wven if
you have recnived an exension.

anop

This letter i being sent o your company pursusnt to 49 U.8.C, § 30164, which mathorizes
WHTSA to conduct any lavestigation that may be necesmry to eadfbrea Chapter 301 of Titla 49,
U.9, Code. Your fallure to respond promptly and fully to this leiter could subject Pord to clvil
penlhulc' purnmat to 49 U.8.C, § 30165 or lasd to an sation for Injuctive relief porsuant to 49
U.5.C. § 30152,

I you conzidar wry portion of your resposde to be confidential ftrmation, tnchuds that material
in & separste sncloturs maurked “CONPIDENTIAL™ In addition, you must submit a copy of
all such material to the Office of Chief Coussel (NCC-30), National Highway Traflic Safity
Administration, 400 Seventh Strest, SW, Washington, DC 20590, and comply with all other
requirements for the submission off confidential business information stxted in 49 CFR Part 512.

NI
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if you have any techical questions concerning this matter, plesse coatact Mr. Joln Abbott of
my staff at (202) 3665221,

Enclomres: 12 voq'.:'mm, B24016, BOB2SS, B21567, 979634, 521137, A0441E, 541041
820316, 536206, 919621, 823442, 5 fire department reports; 2 internet reports; and
2 fire investigator reports

NHTSA-NSA:OD]

NSA-12:JABBOTT drd:5-5221: 1171758

ce:
NSA-01

NSA-| 2EubiChron/
Document' FfABBOTT/Tawne IR

3M3 517
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1992 Lincoln Town Car (ILNLMS 1 w2NYII
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i | FIRE DEFARTMENT - /
art F-130.
EBF o 2 Harch | FIRE AND NON-FIRE REPORT
Day of Wﬂlk'mt r -li W
Location of Responsa:_Residence ' po— .
Addresa o APt -
Call Reoeivad:_08: RI-I 34 From: [»] One Two Read 1
F.E'i’“mmd :-M—ﬁ——g‘:’ TWP:GaiIS . / hilll 4 H
ute 2 B s Seructuralvehicla fire
Antved '
lecall : ‘E ‘E::: -~ Vahicle: [ |Rascue {x}T-10 [ ]JE& [ |E®
Pacsonnel;__lorden ykeff .
waﬁmuhumkli11
: " [ ]Alam Go. Also Responding:] ]Resous [ 1T-51 [x)E-51 [x ]E-5J
: { }Tamphore
! : [ ]Gther Rapartad ay:m_;mu-____ -
.- Sibuation Feund:_Garage fire. n-é:' nu-

.HHLanytuGu'imlFlra: 30 _minuces -
Approdmale Value 3 140,000 Apgraximate Loss 550,000

' Na_l[x)¥ g Gl e——e- e 2o
= - phme NN e Fretiatter T Ghitan
| VEHICLE INFORMATION ' .
Year 1982, _ _ Mak_Lirsoln _ Medsl Tow Cor . Licerssor NN
Orivar's Nams ! _
Cunars'a Name L.
mw
STRUCTURAL INFORMATION e
Qecupancy; [ i.':un:h [. SFR { i ium { JOther ol
Typs Conal Vand
Intericr ~ Floor lnvelved___
[ x] Pagers Activeled i Mutual Ald Called
] StandpipeSprkir Activated | | Suliding Alsrm Activaiec
Cooupant .
. Owrer & th'“w"’:_
O’ Adriresy:
g | . 37135176
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back patia. Housm wak vanted and averbayl complete. F/M Highbaraer
callec to Taveseigare. Stire Fire Harshall 21sg called. Fira parsennel
parformed 3alvage ang gverhaul and ecritored house for approx. § hoyrs,
Arleased ta owasr. .
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Vighigly Spmd I TRHUTHE Yo O e Oye Ome

APPLICADNLE INCIOENT MEORMATION

PTION OF FALL

AIRPORT. ON 21 AUGUST 1007, WAS CONTACTED AND INFORMED THAT VENICLE BURNED.
[FHOUSTON FIRE DEPARTMENT INSPECTED THE VENICLE, AND INFORMED THE CONSUMER
THAT THERE WAS AN INVESTIGATION OF THE FIRE, SHOWED THAT THE FIRE WAS DUE TC
SHORT GIRGUIT IN IGNITION WIRING. DEALER NOTIRED. AKX
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June 13, 1998

Mr. Steve Beretzky -
. U.5.D.O.T.
NHTSA-ODI
ROOM 5326 NSA-12
400 7TH STREET SW
WASHINGTON, D.C. 20590

Dear Mr, Beretzky,

Enclosed is all the materials [ have collected regarding the fire that totaled
aur 1992 Lincoln Towa Car.

Qur car way parked at the Jet Park, 7625 Monroe Road, across from
Hobby Airport in Houston, Three days after we had left our car it caught
on fire, by itself, and was totaled. We did not return from our trip to

St. Louds for two more deys. Upoa returning o Houston we wers told by
Jet Park owr car had already beem towed away. Wennuﬂadlham
company end the towing company.

Wahmrud, hhlﬁmﬂhﬂhw.ﬁnﬁu:illm
problem with Lincoln Town Car’s catching fire tuotzgh the model 1993,
If this is true and a recall is necessary, plense Iet ns kaow . . . our parents
own a 1993 Lincols Town Car.

Pleasa lat us imaw if we can be of further assistance. Thank youo for
following-up on this possible recall situation.

)nﬁ of 1992 Lincoln Town Car-Totaled

rasi7a
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ORI _59’! 5}4’

From:
Sant:
Ta:
Subject:

ATTO0C29. html
Deaar Congresaman ¥

I am vary concamed about the sefsty of e 1932 Lncaln Towncar, My mother recanty iost Her
house and §F her proparty ecauns her 1992 Lincoin Towncar caught on fire in har garage. She was
ucky I escape withl far Ife.  Iniial Sre mparts incficete fat e e started urder e hood or e
drivar sci of the vahicla white ib-wis seitiig 1 e garege ird et runing. My ressarch indicates
that this is nei the Arst probiem with his modst Towncar,

" An srticle Ir the Indian Rlvar County Prass Joumal dated 22 June, 1958, reports that Lincaln fras are
sat to ignite & national proba Sing Ry Aok DSt have ataoed in e et ot wheel wel. My
mnmﬂ:hmmuﬁmeﬂM:muﬂd!.?ﬂhmu ignitkan
swiices that nehuded the 1993 Town Car. My mother never mcalved na n of such a recall
And & search af tha vahichs entificaton pumrbar on her 1982 Lincaly syveaipd thet | was never
raspliag.

I am snraged et & safety haxard such aa his coukd st and contue m ives g
asopla with aut the gevemmant cmpping in b heip. According tha the Prass m
AR cowpaniss e Juing Ford Mokor Compm©y 1 recover their Cstes. ﬁwt
amztonal gnd phirsicsl losses to the pecple who kugt Hedr cary and, in vty caaws, their homes.

" 1 am writng Bils Intiei aut of concam for the weifass of peopls Tke my mather whe s driving &
mmmmm‘tm“m )

1 arm mnmmmmumm. If you know of &ty ohdomg InvesdgEnon o Pave
address of gy (0 the govem - ]
just 2 rgtier of s wndl samea
Town Car.
Thank you,

Yay can comact mak at

0 may

i
I
i
il
if
;
;

‘w|'

Pace 1
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iPnghingron, BL 2051

w2 ronorible Congressman :

"NOTICE
“The PRIVACY ACT of (574 requiras that written consent ba obtined from ™ wiiruent before information cut
be disclosed from recocds with & federz! agency, So that Congrassman . rught 2zt on your behalf, he

would appreciacs ‘h“mlliﬂmﬂfﬂ{h’wiﬂ wemment. (I are Nl ‘behaif of the i
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ASSIGNNENT

The sbove captioned matier waa mssigmed in order 1o conduct an Pvedtigation £
detarming the onigin and causs of the firs that oczumed on My 8, 1999 and demaged
tha csptionsd vehicle snd residenca.

Thilml_lﬂglﬂmwllmu;ﬁwﬂ.ﬂl}a Preaant during the investigation was
M. Ray Davis sn Investigaior for Foed Motor Company.

DESCRIFTION OF THE VIEHICLE
Tha vahicis Lt was oomined wee a 1882, Linecin, Towncar, aviomoble, Wiite n
color, with 4 2 whae! drive. The vehicle wars identified further by: VNG
1LNLMSB1 and 1969, Flarida, TAG 9 RRY 832,
-
PHYRICAL EXAMINATION

EXTERIOR

Inspaction of the vehicks axpericr revesied that the fre was iniiated bn the divers side or
lafl front of the vehicls sngine compertment with flams spresd tovard the reer of the
vehicle with penetralion into the pessengers compasiman primarnly through the
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wincseld, Fire patterna abserved on the surmoumding struchirel compoants of the
rasidance alas canfirn flame sprasd from the lek front of the vehicie,

ENGINE COMPARTRIENT

laspaction of the angins compariment revealed & 4.5 Rar, 3 cyiindwr, fusl Injeciad
gagoling engine. The majority of the damage appedars on the drivara side of the angine
compartmant with damscs to the mar hsif of the Therplass vaive v, The ather sida
of the engina, though dasreged, smdibitad svidience of rubber hoses and oiber
combustahie materials such as plastic, ot The rubber hoses nermally found extending
from the ends aof tha muial fusl ines i the fuel rad assembly had burnad mwey during
the fire asquanca aliowing a small unount of fuel spliage thet Samaged tha valve cover
a7t of tha fus! ine poaiion, Balow e masier brake cylindsr, at a poaition just above the
alasi frame, o brake systam pressiire Switer was loctad that sxdtibited meltng of t'a

matal camposny,
PASSENGER COMPARTMENT

Insgaction of tha passengans campartment revasied e pereiradicn through the
windshield and th o smelier extent thrugh some of the cutows through the engine
compartmant Srswall Thers was no avidence of initktion of the fire sequence In the
Faspangers comparkiant

FUEL GYETEM

Inspection of tha fual syatem revedlad no evidance of rgpture of the Al tank or fallue
of the metal jue! ipes bom the ank to the engine corparimant. There was na evidence
of invaivemant of the fusl system In the intistion of tha fre sacquenca.

l
Inapaction of the dectrical wysiom revesiad no svidence of fauk or falure in any of the
wirlng obssrvad In the vehicle. Tha widng |n the area of fire oviin ki mhibit soma
anaaling of copoer carmeciars in tha wirlng hamass adjessnt 1o tha ama of e Sreke
system pressura switch. The batiery was mefied from mxiamal flame impngement,

EMRE PATTERNS

Firs pattarny wary cbearved emansting fom the e acjacent t0 the brake wakem =
pressure pwitch where a dictinct innatted c0ng firs patinm was chearved on T frewsl
with commmunication of the fne o wiring insulstion, rubber hosss, cther plastic

compoents, brake Suid ot the mester Gyfinder, e alurnimati hood snd pssmnger
comparimant seats, heacines, stc- o

SAMPES
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Tra antira 1862 Linceln Townesr ramaing was takan into evidenca
_ SHMMARY
Analysia of the fire patierns, combined with obgenmition of the sevaral sysispa and
areas of the vahicla has reveslad that the fira initiated In the erea of the brake system
pressurs switch kecatad balow the master cyindar an the drivers side of the anglna
campartmant with ffeme spread upward and outward from et pelet.
Other Information received from lalend Lincoin Maercury indicates thet they have had two
. (2} ot Lineoln Townzars catch fiew at Ui facily. One (1) was in the shop at the tims
tye firg stariod aned the olhar was In the sarvics.deet, parking aree. Tha fire in the
vaiicie In v ahop e waa obearvad ia have started fram tha ignition of Brake fluk!
that had sshxated the slectical comector 1o the Brake system preemae swiich locabed
 batgw the mewier brake cyfinder, horting across the connector. The fuld had cams frem
A lenk & tha preasurs switch. The cther vahicls firs elarted In the e srss. From
at the 1992 Lincoln Town Car slectrical § vacuum troublashooting menusl it was
lnurred that the Brake sysiem pressure switch s slways snancized.

It is the opinlon of this arginization that the fine is, in &l praBabity, the reault of 2 fud
teaK |n the brake system prassure switch that slowed briske U to saturate the

slecirical connactar to the swilch, shoring aut the connacior, themby, inkisiing the fre
sequUence.

BHOTOGRAPHIC INDEX

1. View of the rear of tha vehicie sitting in the garags.
E.Mnfhiwhhlllﬂi?ltlﬂﬁm
3.\ﬂwufﬂln.m :n:lnurufuumu;mkmmm.
‘4.mwnfth,umnlmwdm-ﬁmbdﬁmm

5. View of the drivers side front of the vahicls showing Monk dumage (o tre drivars side
than te thq psecngors Side.

&, Viow of tha engine compartmant prior i Gebiis ramowal.
7. View of the drivera side of the engina compartmant prior 1o dabrie remenal.
8. View of tha drivers side of the angihe compartment sfter delvis mmovel.

8. Viaw lociing towsnd the frewsil on the drivars side of the sngine comparimant. The
amow paints toward tha emainy of the brtka syshem prsssurs switch.

q
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10, Closw-up of tha brake system presaum switch rensine. {Arrow)

| hava apprecistec being of servics ko you and trust thet this mport i sutiiclently
complete. [f, however, more detailec deacriptions, mihcmlinh'rmﬂmormugmphs
ara neaded, please advise.

Raspectiully submitted,

I IR 1L
Erclowres
oC: Fie -
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