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AAA aiohigen
17380 N. Lawrel Park Drive
Livonis, Miohigen 4182

Novenber 30, 1954

FORD MOTOR CONPANY

CUSTONER ASSISTANCE DEFARTMERT
FQ) BOX 2142

DRARPORN MI 48121

STAR LINCOLN-MERCTURY INC
PO BOX 2142
SOUTHFIELD MI 48037

RE: OUR CLAIM RO.: DBE-317148

PYPE OF LO85: ELECTRICAL FIRE
VEHICLE: 1954 NBRCURY GR MARQUIS
Y.I.H.1 ZMERLMISWIREEI1IOTE

To Whom it May Conoernt

Please be advised that we ars conducting an invastigation to
datarmins tha cause and origin of the fiye that deatroyed tha

w vehiole., At this time, our findings indicats
& » i:nd.nnt liability claim. Upon complation of ocuxr
claim handling, we will forward cur findings to you.

The vehicle is ourrently stored at the Nichigan Autc Salvage
Pool (MASP) which is looatad at:

13845 Telegraph
Remulum ET 48174
{313 479=2500

Tha vehicle is locatsd in row #1 and the MASP offfos flla is
identified by the v.i.n. or cur oclaim numbar. The vshicle
will remain on hold for fart{-ﬂvﬂ {45) days from the date of
this letter so that you may inspsot the vahicle also.

If yom bava any queaticns, please feel fres to contact ma.

Sinceraly,

{ 1o N

Cathy Mich
[ead Clainm Reprasentative

Aol Cih af MOAGET @ AND SUb suhne Asiaaion ¢+ Auto O Geooe orews Copeny
Clt ettt Cotygmcy' = Aust Glll LM ieFanod Cospdey = AliD CUD 3008 JOpamin = ALt Ol fesf Agancy iac.
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Figurs 1
Top wiew of buattary
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Figure 1)
View of hattery frow engine copgeartamant

Fiours A2
Figm of grill/bomper srea of wehiols
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I - raisaicy 16, 1994
S PTI Prodect Numbsr S4-1is4
. Page 12

Uiew of wiring to nodule showimy svidense of shiwt alreuiting
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I - anuary i6, 199
T Frodest Numbsy 94-~31i84 . |

. Paga 13

. Filauna 11
Wiring on right side of Moper showing evidenge of shert ciresibing

View &f wiring in ¥icinity of foons
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L1 Prodject Rugber 22-1)%86
Pags 13

Clage-up view of wirire showing svidence of ghort circditing
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2. & view :af the Yehicle Tdentifizasion Mpskbe IuMd in bha
laft Lowes mmr Y the windehieid,
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2. A view of the Vehiple Tdentification Numbey foupd on the |
3 P drfvarts doay. :




30 A view of e 1immnﬁu plate on the vehicle at Ehe wine of
the Saspaction..

A An ovarsll view of - the véhiqle from the ﬁiqht THmE .
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; %, . A visw of the vekicie fram the loft rear.
gi
| 6. Mn oversli view of the vshicle Erem the right fropt.
: H _.




. 7. A view of the right front bumper, fender and hood.

", An oversll wigy of the vehicle fron the lzft front.

<
E
H
i
B

. - ERB-628 THATI




e L e, T e Yo 0 T rm e W
o TR T AR TEE T et e e e EeE e T .

10, -Anokber view of the left front bumper, fender, howmd and

xil- S patking lukh.

r;; ¥. A view of the left front feander, busper and parkise Light.
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31, A view of the intdrior of the hood with 2 porrisy of the
hood bracs seitloyg avay as & vesult of firve dassgs.

empt

"ff ' :, : 12, An owarall vlew of the enging conpariment from the fromt of
4. the wehiele,




) 13. Ao overall view of the engine cowpattmerdt Lrowm fhe left aide
of the 7ahicle.

- 4. An overall view of the engine cospariment from the right
. : aside of the vehicle.
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8. A view ol Rhe Tight front valve cavar being heavily damsges
. by the firs, bierning & hole through it.

Lé. & wiaw of the battexy.
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17. - A view of the ugper pertion of the radistor tank nawt ts the
Battery BDeing conpuned by fire.
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19, mhﬂxf viewr of the high miryent fose hcxjpﬁww'-ﬁiéatributiun

28. A view oY the -w:i,x*i.m; harnogs mnﬁing Frn the M&mm&mr 14 :
the high current fuss box/pover JisexiBuKIon Bex.
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3. A view of » brmcket £or a mipen o an alarw systam iooatad
.. on the ieft fivewsll.

_-.s . “\1 2%, A view of the right froab parkirg Light soocksk mnd wiring.
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. 33, A view nf tha left fyont parking light tousing.

24, A view of tha left Proot paekisg Light hoasing snd lens.
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. hn peexall view of the interfcr.of the vehiole Siém the left
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Lot 26. A view of the cduwssar resd f o s
o _ the Stmpestion. - ing on the ‘?ﬂhi-w? A% uhe Sime of
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. B, & wisw of the insteuveent panal fowe peoel located  ander the
‘} ) dosh on the lsft side of the staeving colame.
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2%, A wisw of the dngtrupent panel fosa pansl oovar ramoved and
2 fume puller attached 2 The suwber nine FaBE.

= sy

b o 0. A viaw of Whe Indtrusent panel fuse panel cover and o 38 8
. - fuse which i blown. Fanes ®




' 31, A view ol & 15 mwmp fuse removed fron the nusbeyr nine

placessnt of the instrusent panel fyde panel, which was
Blowm.

. 23. A campAarison photaogragh of a 1934 drand Margulsz frow the
Erent left aidae,
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i 3. . oversll view of the righh frone of Lhe
’* - C vahdeds. _ w bhe comparissh

. AR
T 3. A6 overall view of the engine uomparbtment fyem *éhﬁ Lront of
o the comparizon vehicie. _
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3%, An overall viee of the engine gowpartment from the left pidas
‘. : ot the Gumparisdn vehicle. o

Y 36. An. oversll view of tha engine cospaitaent £105 the right .
} gide of the cemRparian wahisls. :




. 37, A wigw af the battery and high oumrrest foas bBoxspower
distridniion pox of the comparison vehizle.

Ty 8. A view of tha positive pabhery post ared positive battery
. cable aff the couparlzon vebicie.
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A%. A view of the high current fuse bogspower distxipution box
with the cover ramowaedg. :

N o :':":g 48. A viaw of a red wire and 2 biack and ved wire heoked to a
: R fusinie link esnnecting te the high curremt fuss Dox/povar
dlateibution host.




41. & viow of the blagk and red wirs that connects to The higd
. ouzrent fuwe box/power diatribution box with #-fualble link,
. : then £0 The nlt&rﬁaﬁaxe
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g 42 A view Of the pass air Flow sengoy and power aaagﬁdhu flaid
rnmaawaix.
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- 3. A view of the naster oviinday, power avesring freid
' o roservelr, mas. aiY flow sensor and oiz tilﬂgr‘&
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Pyro-Technical Investigations

42015 Ford Road, Sulte 249 ' . 1964 Coverad Bekige
Canton, Ml 48187 Cinchma, OH 45231
(313) 9381712 (513) 7421950

January 15, 1995

Mu, Cmthy Mich

Auntonobiles Club of Michlgan
17380 H. Laursl PFark Drive
Livonia, Michigan 481352

Ra: Vshicle WH: Marcury Grand Marquis
Insurad:
Clain Wo

D/Lt 2/3/94
PTI Projsot No: 94-1186

Dear Ms. Michi

At your requast, I traveled to the Michigan Aute Sxlvage Fool in
Taylor, Kichigan, on December 32, 1994 to exanins a 1954 Marcury
Grand Mayguis balonging tﬂ_ This vehicle had
basn involved in a firs lose on February 3, 1994. It was

reguested that I attempt to dstermine the origin and cauae of
this loags.

The vehiole was a 1994 Marcury Grand Marguis. It wae ldentifiad
as VIN 2XEIM75WSRX631976. An initial axamination of the vehicle
found fire danage to the front grille and humper area of the
vehicle, as shown in Figures 3 through 4. All four (4} tires
wura prassnt and fully intact. 'No firs damage was okaerved in
tha pastengar ccmpartment, as shown in Figure 5. An examination
of the vahicla's odometser showed 344 milas gt the time of m¥
examination (see Plgurs 6). : '

An examination of the engine compartnsnt revaaled heat and fire
danage at the forward pertinne of .tha engine compartnent, with
the heavlieat dmaria at the right front corner of the angine
coxpartment (see Pigurses 7 through 5). The right front fendar
wall was consumed by the firs. Rubbsr and plastic componenta at
the front of the snglne compartnent were damaged by the fire. Ho
xelting was noted of any of the cast metal compunents within the
engine compartment. Underhood insulation was atill prasent at
tha raar of tha angine compartment.

The vahicla's battery wae located at the right fromt corner of
the engine compartwsnt, adjacent to the radiatcor. Tha left front
cornar of the battery showed the most significant hant d g, af
ashown in Figures 10 and 11. The damage to the battery indicatad

. that tha fire had comounlomtad inte the angina compartwent from

the grille/bumpur aras ¢f ths vehlala.

i T




oMl Em S B ERNEESESNENN - NE

- ..-‘L\

16, 1995

I - January '
PTI Projact Numbey 9&=1136 -
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An sxswinatien of the front grille and bunper area of the vehinla
revealsd a heavy heat pattern en the right aide of the ¢rill, by
the right zide of tha resdiator and gondsnser coll {waa Figure
12). Tha uppar portions of the right pide of the cocndanser cail
had started to melt. Dual horne wers locatad on tha lower, laft
slde of the grill, as showm in Figurs 13. A wiring harness vas
looatad at the lowar partions of the gqrill, directly bahind the
bunpar. The wirlng at the center of the wvehilcle was void orf
insulation. Insulation waw present on this wiring as it entered

into the fander wall arem on elther side of the vehicle, as shown

in Ploqures 14 and 18.

I next hagan a closar gxanlnaticn of the wiring harnesse. A
nodule wad loogated at the top of the grill, by the right side of
the radiator. Baveral slectrioal vires were routsd to this
nodule. An exanination of this wiring found beaded copper at the
and of ona of the conductors, am shown in Figure 16. Headad
coppsr is an lndicater of elsctrical short circuiting. Rurthar
exanination of this area of the vehlcle fourd a second conductor
with beaded copper at its and (mes Plgure 17). Thiz wire was
found within the wiring harness by the right side of the
radiator. ARdditicnal avidence of electrical short clrcuiting was

found in the vicinlty of the horns, aa shown in Flgures 1B and
15,

Tha vahicla's fuss panel was located at the lower left corner of
the dashbcazrd. I examined tha fuse panel and found one [1) blown
fuss, This was a 15 anpesre fuse located In fuse position nunmber
nina, This fues protectad ciroultry asecolated vith the
vehicle's parking lights and instrument panal fllurinatian.

An exanination of the vehicle revealed that the fire originated
in the grill arss of the vehicle, naar tha right side of tha
radisator/condanser coil, Ko evidence wus discoversd to infiicate
this fire was othar than accidental. The only accidental

- ignitien source that existed in the area of origin was an

electrical wiring harneas. -An exanination of this wiring
ravealad evidshcas of gavaral instances of alectrical short
clroviting. Thereforq, it i= wmy opinion that the cause of this

fire was electrical short circuiting in the wiring harnesa
located behind the front hunpa;. '

Thars vare 3d44 niles on the vehlcle at tha time of the fire.
With such limited mileage on the vehicle, 1t 1s my opinion that
tha shert elrouiting that cauged this firs reprefants a latent
zanufacturing defact in the wviring harneas,

Bamed upon my exanination of a 1994 Mercury Grand Marquis
balonglng tn— I hava reachad the followlng

conclosicne regarding a fire loas which occurred on February 3,

1594: '

[m 2899,

.....
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o I - crlnf‘w 16, 1995 -
- FTT H:oj-:t Huzber 94-ilss
: Page 3

= The fire criginatad in tha grill ares ot the v.hball,
by tha right side of tha radiator/condanssr ooil.

= Tha fire yvan aocidental.

=-The fire was onused by alectrical short circuiting in
& wiring harness locatad b-_hind tha frent bumpsx.

~ The short clrouit In the wiring harness wae the
result of a panufacbur dafact.

Fo evidence wns rencved or retainad from the vehicla during the
courss o©of this investlgation.

Enclosad with thiz report are additional phatographs taken durlng
the courss of the invastigatlon, but not refersnced in this
Feport. Soould you have any guestiona regarding thie report, or
the invuutigatiﬂn in general, plesase 42 nat hesaitats to oontact
™ I appreciats this oppertunity to have bean of servioa.

- |
S ichard ¥ . P.E,
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ME; - mﬁu{ « hakindals, Michigan 48122
E&:{I‘mﬁ Toluphone; (115 8238913« Faw {313) 0235848

March 14, 1994

IN RE: A.C.IL.A. CLAIM NO. EE-317148
M.E. FILE NO. 0228-6794F

EACEGROUND: . .
Thie mechanical report has baen prepared ot the requeat of Kr, Guy
Besursgard, Claime Representative for AMA Insuranoa Company, With

spaoial refsrance to the machanical condlition of the lneuredla 15954

Mercury, Grand ¥arquis LS, Vehicle Identification Nuxher 2ZMELM75WS5-
REG3I1976.

On Fekruary 26, 1994, Opsrative reaporded to Scrap Busters in
Wayne, Mlchigan, to oonduct a mechanical inepaction of a 1994
Marcury, Grand Marquis I8.

Prlor to leaving the scane, saveral 35m cnlnr photographe were
takan and are envlosad.

HEQHANICAL INSPECTION
FYPR OF ENGINEW
This vehicle 1s egquipped with a 4.6 liter, V=& ‘engine. -’-.,w )
ODONETER RANDINGI

The cdunetar reading on tha vshicle at the time of thia inupmtinn
was 344 niles,

In chacking tha crank casa oil, tha ::11 was - found to have been
within the safe range. Automatic transnission fluld within the
aafe range. Radiator coolant lows fire danage to the radimtor.

Brake £luld within the asfs .r:lmge Fower steering fluld within the -

safe xahge,
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IN RE:  A.C.I.A. CLATM NO. DB-317148
M.B, FILE NO. 0329-6704F

During the course of this mechanical inspection, Operative assisted
Mr. Guy Bsaursgard of the AARA Claizs Imvestigation tnit. During
tha Iinspection, Qperativa ldentified wvarioua parts for M.,

Beauregard and assisted in tracing dewn various electricael
connectlons of the wlring harness.

Upen 1nltial approach to the wshicle, Oparative cbassrved that the
vaniole had baan invelvaed in a five, with the hesaviast fira damags
to the front portion of the vahicla. -

Tpon galning sntry to the engine compartment, Oparative found that
the fire had extended intc the engins compartment. Operative
further noted that the heaviest fire damags was on the right front
portién of the angine compartment. Thia arsa is whara the battary
and current fuse hox/power dlstribution box la looatad,

operativa found that the popitive battery cabla was not oomeacted
ta the battary, further ochserving that tha positivae battery poest
had kesn ccnsunad durlng the coursa of the fira. operative noted
that a portion of the negative battary cable had pelted i{nto the
battary case on the side of the batitery vhers the poaltive battary
post wag onca connected. Cperativae further checrved that a eection
of the plastic radiator tank located to tha laft of tha battery had
melted during the course of the fira.

At this time, Operative ocbeerved that the high curvent fuse
hox/power distribution box wam heavily dapaged as a result of the
fire, that tha plaeptic inner render well on the right fender hLad

baen consuwmed during the fire, and that the right turn signal lens

had alse besan consumed. Operative further noted that the air
oonditioning linee had melted during the coursa of th-,;m and’
that the valva cover on tha right mide of ‘tha ‘engina”had -also

suffared haavy fire damage, reeulting in a hele hurning thrnuqh +the
front portion of tha valve covar.

deitinnnlly, Operative ohserved that 'I:Iu ingulation of nll nf 'I:lu -
wiring that conneoted to the high currant fuse hu:p‘fnwsr distribu-
tion box was consumed during the courss of the £ oparative

alpo chaerved that there was a langth of wirs which connected %o i

the positive battery cable and theh wae connected to the' hlgh_;_-
ouwrrant fuse box/power distribution box. with ‘o studded Viype '
terminal block. Operative further observed that thare was'a Beqond -

length of wire comnected to this terminal block that ,1ea 'to" tha 3
alternator. _ _ . ) EoE H"

AR TN




m RE: haciIlh- m “uvl- Dﬂ-31714l
M.E. FILE NO. 022B=679iF
ROCHELLE WRIGHT

Harch 14, 1954
Page 1.

Further, durlng the course of the inapeation, Operative ocbeerved
that the vahicle had been aguipped with an alarp systam and that
thare had been a siren attached to tha left firewall in the engine
compartaent. The horn of the siren had been bheavily dasaged during
the couras of the fire; howevar, an Inepaction of the wiring

connacting to the siren horn, then entering the Dasgangar CoMpRTt=—
mant, ehowed no evidence of shortaga. The insulation was still

pressnt.

Opsrativa then qninnd enkry to the passenger conmpartmsnt and
perfornad an inspection of the Iinstrument panel fose panel,
Oparative found that one of the fuses in the panel wasa bBlown. Thie
fues was located in the number nine slot of the fuse pmanel. Thie
wes A hlue 15 amp fues. The fuse description was "auvtclampe
{park), instrument panel lllumination; Xxeyless entry modula,
licansa plata lamp, parking lamps, tail lanpa.®

After speaking with My. Guy Beauregard of tha hid Clains Imaslt'.iqu-'

tion Unit, who has ruled out the poealbility of esn arson fire, it

i= operative's opinian that thare has bhéen an elsstrisal fajilure
that has contributed to said firae.

NECHRNICAL EEHI'IFIEL'I‘IG Hﬂ. N182260
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k. A viww of th wehicle I[dentitication W 'sr located iy the
Left lower dorney of the windshield, oo -

) L 2. A view of the Yehicla identification MHumber found pn the

’ § driverts degr.
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5. & view of th rentgle Lrom the Last resy
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A view of m igh.‘*‘%-w bumpar, fander’ sd beod.
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0. Anvther viaw of the lefi front € Tendar.
Cparking Light, : bumper, fendey, Bond and
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12,

A visv of th' intorior of the heaod with/ “portion ef the
away as a rasolt of tire dspage.

hood hrace Westing

Rty overall vieyw of
the vehiclie.

the engine compariment from the frunh of

| B R3




i
£
£
:
£

"\.r‘_._,.-.

I"\"\-..a"'

13.

14,

An overall v of bthe ehgine cowpurtmeni wow the left side
<f the vahicle. :

A everall wview of the engine canmpartsent frox the right
side of the vehisle. '

:

EREZ-025 29914




Ele i b

Ight £ront valve cousy bUeg heavily dasaged

e
roourning 8 hole through it

A view oF L
by the fire,

15,

4 viaw of the batteyy

iG,




WET Tt the

‘-
>

ap tamnk

"

i.

X
&
.m
m_
5
[
2
= -
3 8
| 4
s ¥
o :
m 3 3
.mw :
: g
& ®
z i
w
L
3 T
<
o o~
.
3
3
3




H
S 9. Ancther view:
- L2 '

? the high ewrrent fume hc"'?@wﬁr distribution

a 20. A vwiew of the wirlng havness runnimg from the slisrnstor to
¥ the high current fuse bow/power disteibution beox.
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22, A view of & agket for = siren to &n aff.'f.w system Jocated
on tha left fivewall.
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22, & view of the right front warking light socket acd wiring,
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s, A view of the eft Fromt pavking Light B sing.

4. A view of the ieft frond parRing light bhousing and Jers,
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28,

A view uf the instrument panel fuse panel located vndeyr the
dash on the left zide of the steering oolums.
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A view of '

4 Taze puller

netrgsent panal fuss'bnni;

ReVer removed and

sttached to tha number bpipg” akaen

& Wiew of tha
fuse whioh iu

ingtrument panel fuse panei
hlewn.
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32. A tomparison photogreph of & 19 . _ '
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An overall vi 7 of the ongine compartmes from the left side
of the comparilscehn vehicle.

An overatl view of the engine conpariment from the right
elide of the conparison vehicle.




pR
E:

;

;

:

;

i

i

i
e .-

3. A view of the  ittemy and hi b emrvent B baw/ power
gistribution b&x. of the mmpgﬁimn vahic)y) '

ERL hat
CRAN Ll B A BB

S A
L
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STATE OF MICHIGAN
1N THE CIRCUIT COURT FOR THE COUNTY OF Wayke® —

e
_—

.‘_

Plaintirs,
—yE- Casa Fo:
Lﬂmmm, A Delawars HONt
Eafandant,
—_ -/

. JAMES F. HEWSON (P27127)

HEWSON & VAN HELLEMONT, P.C.
1200 Buhl Bullding

Datroit MI 48226

(313) 961L=-2061

/

Thara |a no athar ol sobion Mudhmhﬂwmu“ﬂhﬂ
Coampisint pandng In this Cowl nar has sy such aciion been paviously fled end dismissed sl
having bean mialgned 1 & fudgs. !nhllmuiﬂfﬂi[ﬂ{lj

SOMPLAINT AND JFURY DEMAND

HOW COMBES Plalntiff, AUTO CLUB INSUBANCE ASSOCTATION, by

-and through its attornays, HEWEON & VAN HELLEMONT, P.C., ard s
' foroed to complain againet Defapdant, PORD MOTOR COMPANY, as
 follows:

1. Flaintiff, AMTO CIOF INSURANCE  ASSOCIATION

{(hereinafter raferred to as "ACIAY), 1l an insurance corporation

g ﬂuh‘lg -‘Business in the nm.mbf of Wayae, lbnl:- of Nidhigan,
2. Plaintiff 1a infermed and believes that Defandant, _
BOND MOTOR COMPANY, (herainafter referred to as "Pord®}, is a

ﬂﬂiiulﬂn coyporation doing businese in thh county of Wayna, State
of Michigan.
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3. Thiw ouse is vithin the jurisdistion of the Court,
involving demages in sxcess of Ten Thousand ($10,000.00) Dollars.

4. Plaintiff is informsd and believes that on February
3, 1954, and at all other tines pertinent hersto, NG
vas tha titled ownar of a 1994 Mercury, Grand Marquls, I‘FIH
ANETMTSWDRXS31576 (hereinaftar refarred to as the "veblcle"}, which
vas manufactured by ths Dsfencdant. |

9. That on Februsry 3, 1954 and for some time prior
thersto, tha vehicle had besn insured by ACIA sgainst loss by fire,
anohy other risks.

6. That on February 3, 1994, the vehicla vas dunaged by
fire caused by a defect in the vshiocls. _

. 7. Fursuant +o its Ilnsuxancs oontract, ACIA pald
Twenty-Two Thousand Nine Hundred Ten Dollars and 24/100
($%31,910.34} Dollarm tao Rochella Wrlght for the loss and for the
investigation processing and appraisal of the claim aftar the loss.

8. As a Tesult of the payment described in the

preqeding paragraph, ACIA kecaune subzognted to tha rights of
‘Rochells Wright with regard to the vehiola.

9. Tpon information and beliaf, at all times pertinant

- hereto, Dafendant Ford wam in the business of, smong othar thingm,

danigning, mamfacturing, producing, liacanaing, salling,
distributing and sarketing sald vehicle for conmumar use.
10, Plaintiff? ls informed and hellieves thai Defendant

" assigned, manufectured, produced, licenséd, sold, distributed,

Iur_El;:-d and installed the wiring herness in question.
' .11, That the wiring harness bshind the front bumpsr in

' Ahme unit was either defastively installed or defectlvaly

.........
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warranty.

mamufactured at the time of its delivery within the unit to

B o vas revdered defective after delivery by sctione

of unpla:.rﬁn for the Defandant.
13. Tha dafact in tha onit was a direct and proximats
cause of the fire which coused dapage to the vehicla.

13. PFlaintlff herspy incorperaten by referenca hersin

| aach and avery allsgation contained in paragraphe ons through 12

above as though set Forth harein \"l:l'hl.i:i,l.
| 14. The Unifora Coumerolal Code aa codified in ¥Wichigan

provides in MCLA £40.23147 NSA 19.2114 that 2 ssller warrants that
gooda ars of a | mecchantable quality and are f£it for ordinary
purpcess for which the product is intepded to ba umad.

15. Thet Defandant, Ford, is a seller within ths nsaning
af the ataiute referred to in tha procesding paragraph.

15. That Plaintiff relled on the s8kill, Xknowledye,
judquent and representaticn of the Dafendant, Ford.

17. The crepresentation and warninge wears Calsas,

risleading and inacocurate in that the wvehicle, when put to tha

actual performence, provad to be unsound and unauitabla for the
.purpulu for which tha sama was intanded.
18. The unli vas aneafe, dangurous, defective and not of

-marchantable quality.

1%, Thée Dafendant, Pord, wds in bresch of the impliad

20. Tha damagse to the vehicle vas proximately caused by

the breaches of the inplied warranty.

3
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32l. Plaintirf is entitlied to judgnent againat Dafendant,
Ford, for tha breach of inplied wn:'.;rlntr undesr the Uniform
Comnercoial Code.

WHEREFORE, Flaintiff, AUTO CIUB INSURANCE ASSOCIATION,
raquasts that this Honorabls Court anter Judgment in ita favor and
against Defendant, Pord in whotever amcunt in excess of Ten
Theusand ($10,000.00) Dollers this .ct:urt finds Flaintiff santitlad
p.'l'.ul costa, intarest and attorneys feea.

22, Plaintiff hareby incorperates by refarenca harein
aach and avary allegation contained in paragrapha ane through 2@ of
this Conplaint as set forth hersin verkatim.

23. Dafstidant, Ford, knew or should have kmown that the
vahiols in guesticn wes capable of catching fire in ordinary
cperation.

24. . That on or sbout February 3, 1994, Rochells Wright,
was utilizing the vehicla in the manner consistent with its
intended and forssesabls purposes And/or USes.

25. By reason of the defective produst, Rochelle WHright,
was caused to suffar dapaga to har autonobila.

26. Dafandant, Ford, ites agents, servants or enployees
wara nagligeant in:
| a) the design, manufactura, production, licensing,
" marketing, testing and smales of ths vehicla in failing to proparly
inepect the paxar

h) in falling to maintain adequate gquality control
.. gtandards over goods sold under ite trademark; -
]
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€} in negligently selling, supplying and endorwing the
rroduct and manufacturing, wselling, distributing, delivering an
inherantiy dangercus product without performing the proper taste
ard safeguards againet defacts)

d) in designing, mamufacturing, eslling, distributing
ard delivering a product whigh had a dafect in the wiring harness
in the drivert's door control panely

a) in acting in a careless and reckless mannar; and
ﬂl!.'ll.i.l_lg suifering and peruitting the vehlols to ke exposed to the
::1-!_: of dastriction; _

£} in cauveing suffering and permitting a defective
product to be wmold and distributeéd to the general public,
inclnaing, NG

g} 1in holding the product herain to be sultsbla for usa
when, in fact, it was net;

n) in selling a defective product and failing to warn
of tha products defects;

1) in failing to fulfill its continuing duty to warn of
the producte dafects)

3} in failing to warn of the dufects after sall:

k) in failling to properly smervice mnd rpepair =nid
product and in general being negligent, carsless and rackless.

WHEREFORE, Plaintiff, AUTO CLUB INSUNANCE ASSOCTATION,
:Enqunt. this Honorabla Court enter Judguant in ita favor awd
ageinet Pelendant, Ford Motor Company in whatesvar amount in exoens
of Ten Thousand {$101|0ﬂﬂ.ﬂﬂ] Dellurs this Conrt findm rPlaintiff
plus coats, interest and attorrmy feen,
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27. PFlaintiff bershy incorporatas by refarence herain
sach and every allegaticn contained in parzgraphs one through 25
af this Complaint am set forth hereln varbatin.

28. That upon informatlion and balief, Rochelles Wright,
mada usa of the vahiola for {ts intanded purposa.

29. I relied Upch the sXill, knowledgs,

" Judynant, rapressntations and warrantiss of Dafendant, Ford, whan

ha und the vahicle,

30. The raprassntations and warranties wera Ifalma,
mlslsading and lnaccuratae, in that the vehiols proved o be unsound
and unsuitabla for the purpodas for which it wes intaended.

_ 31. The vehicle vas unsals, dangerous, dnflnﬁiw and not
of merchantable guality.

32, That Dmtendant, Ford was in breach of sxpress
warrantiss.

. 33, 'the losa of the vehicls was proximataly cauaed by
the breaches of the express warranties of the Defendant.

34. Plaintlfs is entitled to judgment for compansatory

danages, attocrney feas and ocoste for Defardants' breach of
warranties.

RE, Plaintiff, AUTOC COLUB Mﬂ ARBOCIATION,
reguests that this Honorable Court enter Judgment in its favoer and
againat Defandant, Poxd Noer fonpany, in whatever amount in axcesa
of Ten Thousamd ($10,000.00) Dollars tlile Court finds Plalntiff

- antitled, plus costs, interast and attorney fees.

R = T
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35. Plaintiff heraby incorporates by refaranos harain
wach and evary allegation contained in paragraphs ona through 34 of
this Coxplaint as though set forth herein varbatin.

38, Dufendant, Yord, iwpliedly represanted that the
vahicla and tha squipment therein waa safe, of merchantabla quality
and f£it for the ordinary purposes for whioh the product was
intendsd to bs used. .

7. I rc1isd on the skill, knowledgs,
Judmmant, repressntations and warrantiam of tha Dafendant,

38 The representations and wvarranties wera falaa,
nimleading and inscourate in that the vehicle, whan put to the test
of actual performancs, proved te be unsound and unmuitablae for thu
purpoesan for which the saone was lntarcied.

3% The produat was unmsafa, dangerous and not of
narchantabla guality. '

40. Defandapt, Ford, was ipn bresch of implied
varrantiea.

41 Flalntifi's injurles ware proxisately caused by tha
breach of jimplisd wavrantiss by the Dafendant mnd such oconduct

B conatituted a tort by the Dafendant uqn:l.nlt Rochelle Wright.

42  Plaintiff is entitled to judgnent againey pafendant,
Ford, for compensatory damages, attornays fees and costs Ifor

.Defandant'm tortious braach ﬁt implied swmrTanties.

HEEREFORE, Plaintiff, AUTO CLUB INBUBANCE ASEOCIATION,
raquasts that this Hoinorable Court anter judgment in lks favor and

against Dafendeant, Ford Hotor Company 1n whatever munt: in sxoesEs

7
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of Ten Thousand {%10,000.00) Pollars this Court finda Plaintifs
antitlead plue coats, interast and attorney faes,

QOUNL Y _~ CONRUMNR FROTBUIION AJZ
43  Plaintiff hareby incorporates by referance hersin
sach and svary allegation oontained in peragraphs cne through 42 of
this Complaint am though set forth herain verbatinm.
44. 'The aote and onisaione of Defendant, Ford, described
in tha precsding paragraphe viclats the Nichigan Consuner
Frotectlon Act, MCTA 445.50 gL amg.; Y8A 19.418, af afg.

45. By u.'t.linq_ a defactive wvehicie,
Dafendant, Ford, bresached the followilng provimiona of the above
citad act:

19.418(3}

OUnfalr or Mtin acts or practioss,
definitions:

(o} Representing that goods or ssrvicas
hava aponsorahip, approval, charactaristlcs,
1 ianta, usars, kenatfits, or guantitlems
wh do not have or that a perwon haw
sponsorship, approval, satatus, affiliation, or
connaction wvhich he doss not havae;

(¢) Representing that goods or asrvices
are of a partioular standard, quality, or
grads, ar thit goods ara of a particular style
or nodel,; 1f they ars of anvtharr :

(s) Falling to raveal a material Iact,
the omimsion of which fact ocould ok
reaoonably ba known by the consunar

{y] Grose dlecrepancies batween the oral
rapresentations of the sellsr amd the wrikten
agreapant covering the sams transacticon or
-failvkce of'the other to the transaction
to provide the primissd banefito:

(bb) Making & rspresentation of fact or
statement of faoct that a person reasonabl
belleaves the tod or sugguwetad stated
of affairs to ba other than it actually ia;z

- —r————
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. : oc) Falling to reveal Ifmots which ara
matarial to tha transaction in 1light of
representaticns of fact mads in a positive

MANTAY .

48, Pleintiff is entitled to Judgnent against Defendant,
Ford, for compansatory dapages, attornay fessa and aosts or, for Two
Hurdred Flfty ($250.00) Dollars per viclation of the Act, whichevar
is greater.

WHERETORE, Plaintiif,.m CIDE INBURANCE ASSOCTIATION,
requeste that this Honorabhle Court anter judgment in ite favor and
againet Defendant, Ford Motor Company, in whatever smount in excess
of Tan Thousand (§10,000.00) Dollars thia Court finds Plaintiff to

be antitled, plus costs, intersst and attorney fees.

BEWOON & VAN NELLEHONT, P.C.

3 F. HEWSON P27127
00 Bgh]l Bauilding

it, Mishigan 48226
{313) 961-1081

DEMAND PCE JURYX TRIAL

HOW COMES the Plaintiff, AUTO CLUB INSURANCE ASSCOCIATION,

' .as Bubroges :::E__hy and through its attorneys,
Eswsoni & Van Fellewont, P.&2,, and hereby demahds a Trial ky jury.

s S e

5 ¥. EEWSON P27127
200 Buhl Building
Detroit, Michigan 48226
{313) 961-2061

.iﬁfﬂ  april 17, 1996
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| Pyro-Technical Investigations
i . 42015 Ford Road, Sulte 249 - 1364 Covered Bridgr Road
¥ 5 : Canton, Mf 48667 Clacinoa, OF 4 -
i (313) 9381132 (%13) mﬁ}

January 16, 1995

Ma.- Cathy Mich |
automobila clob of Miohigan
17380 N. Laurel Park Drive
Livonia, michigan 48152

Re: Vahicle Fira Analysis - 1994 Meraury Grand Margmis
h
Claim No: ,

D/L: 2/3/94
PTI Project Ho: s4-1186

- L et et ﬂhwﬂ’wwh‘.!-

o,

P Dear Ms. Nioh:

At your request, I traveled to tha Michigan Auto Balvage Pool in
Taylor, Michigan, on December 22, 1994 to examins a 19954 Marocury
Grand Margquix belonging to . This vehicle had
bash invelved in a fire loss on February 3, 1994. It was
reguastad that I attempt to determine the origin and causa of

| W‘I'_ this loss. .

| . _ The vehlole was a 1994 Mercury Grapd Marguig. It was ldentified
, ap VIN ZHMEIM75WBRA6319768. An initial examination of the vehicle

. - - found fire damage toc tha front grille and bumper area of the
vehicle, as shown in Figures 1 through 4. All four (4) tires
vera presant and fully intact. No fire damage was cbserved in
the passangar cospartment, as shown in Figure 5. Ah axamination
of tha vshicla's odonstar showed 344 aliles at the time of my
exapination (see Figure §). '

TRl e’ ey

| An examination of the angine compartwant raveaslaed heat and firas
! danmage st the forward portions of the engine compartment, with

the haaviazt damage at the right front corner of the engine
: compartsent (ssa Figures 7 through %). The right front fender
: . vall wvas consumed by tha fira. Rubbar and plastic componants at

tha front of the sngine compartment were damaged by the flre. No
: malting was notad of any of the cast metal components within the
¥ engine compartmeant. Underheood insulation was still presant at
' the rear of the sngine oomparteent.

The vehicle's battery was located at the right front ocornar of
the engine compartwent, adjacent to the radiator. Tha left front
! corner of the battery showed the most significant heat damage, as
N shown in Figures 10 and 1i. The damags to the battery indicated
ﬁ ' that the fire had communicated intc the eangine compartment from
:kl , tha grilla/bumpsy area of the vehicle,

|



Fet AT

N T

P s il Taniin Lot Lt} e A

| e e - -

) . _.m;j e : -T)

" ¥s. Cathy Mich - Jamaary 1&, 1995
PTI Prajact Numbexr 54-1186

Page 2

An examination of the front grilla and bupper araa of the véhicle
revealed a heavy heat pattsrn on the right side of the grill, by
tha right aide of tha ragiator and condenser coll (sse Figure
12). . The upper poxrtions of the right side of thea condenser coil
had startsd to . malt. Dual horns wvare laosted ont the Jowar, laft
aide of the grill, as ghown in Pigure 13. A wiring harnesas wvas
locataed at the lowsar portions of tha grill, directly hehind thes
bumpar. The wiring at the canter of the vehicls was voild of
insulation. Insulation was present on this wiring as it entared
into the fander well arsa on sither xids of the vehicle, as showm
in Figures 14 and 15.

I naxt bagan a closer axamination of tha wiring harnsss. A
module wvans located at the top of the grill, by the right sida of
the radliator. Several electrical wires were routed to this
moditle. An sxamination of this wiring found beaded copper at the
end of one of the conductors, as shown in Flgure 16. Esaded
copper is an indicator of electrical short circuiting. Furthaer
examination of thims area of the wehicle found a second conductor
with besaded copper at its end (see Pigure 17}. This wire was
found within the wiring harness by the right side of the
radiator. Ahdditional svidence of alectrical short circulting was
fournd in the vioinity eof the horns, as chown in Flgures 18 mnd
19.

Tha vahicla's fuse pansl wvas locatad at the lower laft cornar of
the dashboard. I sxaminad the fuse pansl and found one (1) blown
fuse. This was a 15 anpere fuse locatad in fuse pomition number
nine. This fuse protasctad ovircuiltry assoclated with the
vehicle's parking lights and instrument panel illumination.

An exanlnation of the vehicle revealed that the fire originated
in the grill area of the vehicle, near the right side of the
radiator/condanser ooll. HNo svidance was discovarad to indiocate
this fire was other than accidental. Tha only accidantal
ignition mourcs that axisted in tha ares of origin was an
aleotrical wiring harnesse. An sxamination of this wiring
ravaalad evidence of saveral instances of electrigal short
cirouiting. Thaerefore, it is my opinion that the cause of this
firs was alactrical short circuiting in the wiring harnesc
locatsd behind the frunt bumper.

There ware 344 nilas on the vehicle at the time of the rirs.
with such limited mileage on the vehicle, it ies my opinion that
the short clrcuniting that caused thia fire repreasents a latent
xanufacturing defect in the wviring harneass.

RBased upon my examnination of 2 1994 Mercury Grand Marguis
belonging tnh. I have reachad the following
conclusions regarding a flrs less which cocurred on February 3,
19547 '

EnE2-025 T8
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= The fire nriiinntld in the crill nrlaiuf the vehicla,
hy the righ of th- rldintnrfaauﬂ:n-r coll. .

- The #ire was accidental.

~ The fFire vas caussd by slectrical lhnut circuliting in
& wiring harness located behind the !rnnt busper.

~ The short circuit in the wiring hnrn-il was the
rasult of a namufactur defect. .l

No evidanca was removed ox rcatained from thn vohiﬂlt during the

course of this investigation.

Enclosad with this report are additional phntﬁgrnphl taksn
ths course of the investigation, but not refarenced in thisz
raport. Should you have any questions - this repert, or
the invn:tigatinn in general, Tlnull dq tate to contaot
»a, apprtuiuta thil opportunity h-hn of service.
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Jangary 6, 1395

FORD MOTOR COMPANY
OFPICE OF GEWERAL COUNSEL. /
PARK LAME TOWERE WEST SUITE 300

.3 PARK LANE ELVD

DEARBORN ME 48126

RE: VEHICLE OWNER/INSURED: HEEEEEEERARER
V.I.N.: 2MNELM7SWSRIG31976
VEEICLE: 19554 MERCURY GR m:s
DATE OF LOGS: 2-3-94 - :
TYPE OF LOES: VERICLE FIRR
OUR CLAIN NO.1 DB-317146

To Whom it May Concerns:
Wo have conducted an. inmtiqltion :I.nta th- canas and origin

of the vehicle five that dasmaged the ! ﬁﬂ.mul valiicle.
wh.'l.ch fdan

Enclosed, pleass find our rsporta m:- of

the firw 1:1: be alectrical.

wnhlwpuidntntﬂ of szz 910.24 tum.l.nlurndtnncup-n
sate her damages. She had a §250.00 dsductible loss also.
The vehiclae is in storage currently sc we have not reduoowed
cur claim for salvags recovery as of rqt.

The vehicle will be made available to yon for 45 dni-l'tm
the date of this letter should you desaire to inapact .i.t.
It is located at: _ _ _

Michigan Autoc Salvage Pool (MASP) (313) 479-2500
19845 Tel - - o
Romulus MI 48174

The vahicle is located in rov #1 and the (MASP file is ldenti-
fied by the v.i.n. or our claim number. Please call MASF in
advance of your inspection to make u:nngmntn.




Fage 2

If you have any questions, pleass contact me.

Load Claim le:osnntlﬂv-
AUTO CLUB INSURANCE MH'!IDH
(313) 462-7407

ENCLOSURES

L T



XAA Wishiges
178560 N. Laupyl Park Drive
Livonts, Aiiohigen 48152

Fovenber 30, 1994

' PORD MOTOR COMPANY .
, CUSTOMER ASSISTANCE DEPARTMENT
21 | PO BOXK 2142
B DEARBORN I 48121

AND

PO BOX 2142 h
BOUTHFIELD MI 48037

: ~ RE: OUR CLAIN EO.: DB=317148 '
o OUR INSURED/VERICLE OWNER: I
DATE OF LOSS: 2-3-94
L TYPE OF LOSS: BLBCTRICAL FIRK

VEHICLE: 1994 NMERCURY GR MARQULB

v.I.M.t ZHELM7SWESRXE31076

1 .' . . Mo Whom it May Concezm:

Please be advised that we are conducting an investigation to
detexrmine the causs and origin of the fire that destxgyed the
:hmrl ca wvahicle. At this tima, cur findings indicate
product. 1iability claim. Upon complation of our
nlnh hnnd.l.i.ng wa will forward cur findings to you.

The vehiols ia corrently stored at the Michigan Anto Eulvm
Pool (MABP) which is lncnud at:

2 . ' 15845 Talegra
i : - Rosmalus MI 40174
P {313) . 479-2500

Rlhari. 1 co m

H The wvehicle is located in row #1 and the MASP office file is E
H - L identifiad by tha v.i.n. or onr claim number. The vahicle

: will ramain on hold for forty-five (43) days from the date of ' '
1 o this letier so that you mey inspect the vehicla alao, -

If you have any questions, please feel free to contact me.

| Sincerel , S
L f@ | - 13024
Lo j-u . .

£ . , I.and Claim Representative - fasa [00-' reh o .
P % I:LF""FE"L h:"H
o Fmio

A : Audoeioiin Chab of #ohigan  + Auks Chit Hararias AMSNESon & Aute Gl Grous insursnos Oompany
’ Caths fradrace Company ' Aulo Gulk LW nninos Company * Ao Gl Serviiap Corperafirr = ° A0 Gty Trilvid AJmey S




April 1, 1994

m LIABILITY FIRR INVESTIOATION
OF CLAIM DE-317148

Investigation of ths vehicle took place on two or more
cogaglona at Scrapbusters Salvags Y. 1s, Wayna,
MI 48184 and at the burn locatiom of Detrolt, MI.

FIRE REBPFONBE

The Datroit Firs Dspartmant respondsed to and ex

firve in s 1994 Marcury, Grand Marguis, Loostad at

in the oity of Detroit on February 3, 1394 gt 0524 hours.
i; Lt. Nillisx Feirweathsr in charge of Engine 35 made tha ocause
i of the firs muspicious and origineting in wire inaulation.

The fire originated in wiring {plastioc covering) z.‘l‘.ghl: front
gection of the vehicle at and about the right front parking
light, the fire axtended ta charring and melting of tha light
aasanbly, extending across end into the engina compartment to
charring, melting and consuming of the external wiring, -
sxtericos sngine components, rubbsr and plastic parts, to
charring and bliatering of the axtarior paint on the hood and
waa thers confinad.

it mpaee T

WITNEEBEE

: _ insured and titled cwner of the wvahicls,

ik will testify to purcheae of the vehicle from Star Lincoln

: Marcury, to having theam inetall an alazm system on the
vehicles prior to teking possesailon. To not having any other
asrvice or additionm put on the vehiols, to driving and

o parking ths vahiole on Pebruary 2, 1994 at 9:30 P.M. to thas

i mileage of the wvahicle. To haing awekensd by her neighbor

3 and alerted of ths fire end to notifiostion of the fire

department.

En02-225 B7843
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Regineld Hunter, neighbor of the above, will tamtify to
gmell the fira, to location of firs, to notification of
and the fire departaent. :

Lt. William Pairweather, to responss and extinguishment of
the fire and to being the suthexr of the fire report
daternining that the fire oxriginated in wiring. -

Conley Ray, will testify to doing & mechaniocal inspescticn of
the vehiacle, to chesking ocut the electric syetem, loostion of
alarm, finding the burnt fuse, to photos of and comparison
photos of sanothear 1994 Meroury Grand Marguim. :

Guy Besuregard, Senior Claim Adjuster. Fire Imutiglﬁ:r will
testify to fire investigstion snd inspaction, to witness
statemants and to being the suthor of this xepoxt.

Invastigation of tha firs took place at Sorapbusters Selvage
Yaxrd in Wayne, Mi. The first investigation was om 02/24/94
at thet time it was chssxrvad that the fire originated in
wiring at the right front of the vehiocle. The firs ;
axtanplione wers all from thisz point. Photoms weare takan at
the time of this inaspsction, and sn interview was conduyoted
with tha owner insursd who. statad that-shs had parked £he

" vehilcle at 9:30 On Februsry 2, 1994. A neighbor Eaginsld

Hunter had soallad the fire for a long time priox to
discovery and notification of the fire depariment. On .
Fobruary 28, 1994 a further examination of the vehicle took
plave with Conley Ray, mschanic in attendence, at that time
the wiring was txraced, the slarm system, horn, and wiring was
traced and found not +o be involved in the origin of the
firs, ths horn had fire sxtension damsge. The number nina
fuge was found to be blown, this fuse wee a 15 amp blue fuse.
The fuss description was suto lamps (paxk), instrument panel
11llumination, keviess antry msoduls, license plate lamp,:
parking lasps, tall lsmpe. The poaitive post of the battery
was oonsumed by the firs and that the negative battexry cable
had maltsd intc the battery casa. The plastic radiator; tank
in close praximity to tha battery was consused by the fire.
The hood was down and in a locked position during the origin

and extensions of the fire. Thers was no evidenoce of

incendiariem during this fire inwvestigetion.
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page 3

QPINION

It ism this writars opinion that the fire was scoidentsl in
origin, origineting in wiring which way caused Dy &
malfunction or overheating of the slsctrical wiring of the
vahiolse. .

Thia vehiols was undar warrsanty s racant purchm with 344
nilnnmitmdmldhmbgmuuﬂumnf the
vahlale.

 SUBROGETION OR FRODUCE LIABILITY

It ig this writers opinion that this :l.uu ahould be pursued
uﬂmuhmn.lntnﬂta!m‘dﬂnhnrﬂi: '

through
Corporation or its insvranos carrisr.

- Photos, firs report, machanical raport in file.

Guy Basuraymrd
Clain Investigator
Claim Investigation Unit

GB./bw

APPROVAL

—SUPERVISOR/MANAUBR-DATE




PO. Box 3037 » - Meindale, Michigan 48122
" Tatephons: (313} $28-0913 » Fmc (313) 9283848
Fire'= Thatt » Vandaism » Aagidents  Froduot LISbilty

March 14, 1994

IN RE: A.C.I.A. CLAIM NO. DB-311714B

M.E. FILE NO. (022B=-6T794F
K
This mha.hiu&l raport has bean prapared at the reguaat of Mr. Guy

Baauregard, Claims Reprasentative for AAA Insurance Company, with
speaial refaranca to the mechanical condition of the insured's 19%4
Mervury, Grand Marquis IS, Vehicle Identification Kunber IMELM7SWS-
RAS3ILSTE,

Dl T T T T e T
. . " . ' N [ )

on m:lury 28, 1994, Operative respondad to Sarap Bustesrs iIin

. - Wayne, Wichigan, to comduct a mechanical inspsction of a 1994
I W,  Marcury, Grand Marcuis L3. - )

Frior to lsaving the scens, several JI5mm cﬁ:l.ar_ phn_u‘rl:hgrnpha' ware
taken and are enclosed. B 3 _

_'.l‘h:l!i vahicla is aquipped with a 4.5 liter, V-8 enginas,

' The odomster reading on the vehicle at the time of 'I:his implctiun
was 344 nilnm _

Yoo In chacking the crank case oil, the olil was fuund-tq " hava baen
{ - within tha safe range. Automatic transmission fluid within the
o safe range. Radiator coclant low; fire damaga to. the radiator,

5 - prake fluid within the mafa range. Power st-ering ﬂuid within the
. safa range. _




IN RE: A.C.I.A.. CLAIM NO. DB-317148
© MLE. FILE NO. 0229-€794F

March 14, 1994
qun 2.

: I‘.I.'tring tht unu:ﬂ- of this. mhuniunl inlpoctiun, np-rutivn assigted

Mr. Guy Besuregard of the AAA Claims Investigation Unit. During
ths  inspaction, Operative identifisd  various parts for Mr.
Basuregard and assisted Iin tracing down vuriuul eloctrioal
connections of the wiring harness. _

Upon initial approach to the vehicle, Dptrnl:iv- chearved that thae
_ vahicle had baen involved in a fire, with the hmit.lt fira damage
{7 . to the front portion of the vehicle.

Upou gaining antry to tht ‘angine canpart-ant. D:lﬂ:ativ- found that
the fire had extended ints the angine:compartment. Operative
furthiser noted that the heaviest fire damage was on tha right front
portion of ths engine ocapartnent. This area is whers tha battery
A and current fuse box/power dintrl.butinn bax is lacnt-:!. _

Cade -l .

L | operative found that the posltive battery cable was not connacted
#" to the battary, further chserving that the poaitive battery peat

F! . hed besn consumed durlng the course of the firs. oOpsrative noted

: that a portion of the negative battery cable had meltsd into the
I _ battery cassa gn the side of the battery whers the pomltive battery
S post vas once conhected. Opsrative further cbsarved that a section

a of the plastic radiator tank lovated to the left uf ‘the battery had
nalted during the course of the fire.

' . At this tima, Opcratiﬂ cbserved that the high :u'rrant rusﬁ
*' . . boX/powear dletrikution box was heavily damaged as a result of the
1

fire, that tha plastic inner ralﬂnr well ocn the right fender had

basn consuzed during the fire, apd that the right turn signal lens

had also keen consumed. Operative further roted that the air
LT conditicning - lines had nelted during the courss of the fire and
i . that - the valve cover on the right side'of the engine had alsc
i : suffared hesavy fire damsge, rasulting in a halu hurniw thrnuqh the
front portion of tha va.lva QOVer.,

Additionally, Oparative obsarved thnt'tha insulation of all of the
viring that connected to the high current fuse box/power distribu-
tion box wis consumed during the couree of the fire. . Operative
adlao observed that there was a length of ‘wire which copnected to -
the poaltive battery cdble and then was - copne¢ted to the high
carrent fuse hox/power distribution box with a studded type
tearginal block. Operative further observed that there was a second -
langth :t wire connected to this tem:l.nal block that lud to the
alternator.

ERO2-#28 ETS4T . .




IN RE: A,C.I.A. CLAIM NO. DR~317148
.

March 14, 1994
PI‘I' 3-.

mtlur. during th- course of thi_ innpcutiun, up-ru:l:ivi obaarved
that the vehicla had bsan aquipped with an dlars system and that
there had been a siren attached te the left firewall in the angine
compartment:. The horn of the siren had hesn heavily damaged during
the oourse of tha firer however, an inspection of the wiring
connecting to the siren horn, then antaring the passengar compart-
mant,  showed no w:l.dlnnn of shortage. inlulntiun was etill
presant.

Operative then galnad entry to the passenger conpartment and
performed an inspaction of the instrument panel fusa panel.
Operativa found that one of the fuses in the panel was blewn. This
fuse was located in the number nine glet of the fuse panel. 7Thias
was a blus 15 amp fuse. The fuss dsscription was "autolamps
{ ], instrument panql illuminatinn, kaylase entry polula,

license plate lamp, parking laosps, tail lsmps.™

After speaking with ¥r. Guy Bsauregard of the AAA Clalus Investiga-
tion Unit, who has ruled out the pessibility of an arsen fire, it

~ is Qperative’'s opinion that thers has besn an elecatrical 'ﬂi:tlura'

that has contributed to sald fire.

MECHANICAL CERTIPICATION NO. M182260
CAR/bp
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BTATE OF MICHIGAN o

IN THE CIRCUIT COURT FOR THE COUNTY OF WAYNE '

Plaintifs,
- H— Caxa No:

FPORD MOTOR COMPANY, a Delawvare HON:
Corporation,

Dafandant.

r T e o L T Al R S T Rl

JAMEE F. HEWRON (P27127)
HEWSON & VAN HELLEMONT, P.C.
1200 Buhl Building
Detreit NI 48226
(313} 261-2061

: J

Compialnt pending In this Caurt nor haw any suoh aclinn baen previously Med and dismisssd afler

" . Thers I8 no other civl aciion wising out of the same Weneaction or occurence as elleged in this
' having been sewigned t5 & Judgs. Ses MCR 2.113(CH2) (e}

HOW COMES Plaintiff, ADTO CLUB INSURANCE ASSOCIATION, by

and through its attorneys, HEWSON & VAN HELLEMCHT, P.C., amd is
forced to complain against Defandant, FORD MOTOR COMPANY, as
followsa:
1. Flaintifr, AOTO CLUBR INSURANCE  ASSOCIATION

! _ (hereinafter referred to as "ACIA®), ls an lnsurance corporation
‘ | © doing businesa in the County of Wayne, State of Richigan.
2. Plaintiff is informed and believes that Defendant,

FORD MOTOR COMPANY, (hereinafter referred to as "PFord"), is a
. . Delaware corporation doing busginess in the County of Wayne, State

of Michigan.

ERE2-028 5TOE1
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3. 'is case is within the jurisdiotien eof the Court,
involving damegas in excess of Ten Thousand ($10,000.00) Dollars.

4. Plaintiff is informed and balieves that on Pebruary
3, 19594, and at all nt.hlr tiven purti:nant hersto, Bochalle Wright
was the titied ownar of a 1954 Mercury, Grand Nsrquls, VIN
2MEIN7SWSRX631976 {hereinaZtar referred to as the "vahicle"), which
wvas sanufagtured by the Dafaendant. '

5. That on r-hmnu'y 3, 1994 and for soma time prior
tharsto, the vahicle had besn insursd by ACIA against loss by firae,

AWONG other risks,
6. That on Pabhruary 3, 1954, the vahicle was dampaged by
#ire caused by a defect in the venicle.
- 7. Pursuant to iti ingurance ocontract, ACTIA paid
: Twventy-Two Thousand Nine Hundvred Tan Dollars and 24/100
! . {$22,910.24) Dollars to I fcr the loss and for the
| investlgation processing and appraisal of the claim after the loss.
8. A» a rasult of tha payment desoribed in the
preceding paragraph, ACIA bacaps subrogated to the rights of
I vith regard to the vshicle.
9. Upon Information and balief, at all times pertinent

hersto, Dafandant Ford was in the business of, among other things,
dssigning,  manufacturing, producing, 1licensing, selling,
distributing and mariceting said vehicle for consuner usa.

10. FPlaintifr is informed and believes that Dafendant
dasigned, wanufactured, produced, licensed, sold, distributed,
warketed and installed the wiring barness in question.

- 11. That the wiring harness behind the Prent bumpar in
, the unit was either dQefactively Iinstalled or defectively

2
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manufactured at the time of its delivery within the unit to
IS or vas randered defactive after delivery by actions

of anployhu for the D-fandant.
12. The defact in the unit was n di.nut and proximate
causs of the fire 'lﬂ‘iinh mul&d :lmqn tn th- vnhicll.

i3, Plnintiff hexreby incorporates by rtf-rlnu- herein

sach and svary allegation contained in pu'ngnph- ona through 12
abova az though set forth herein v-rbutin_. .

' 14. The Uniform Commercial Code as codified in Michigan

provides in CIA 440.23147 MSA 19.2314 that a seller warrants that
- goods =re .of & merchantable muality and are fit for ordinary
- .purpcses for which the product is intanded to be uued.
' | 15. That Defandant, Ford, is & seller vith:in--thﬂ nesning
| of thu 5tatutn r-r-rr-d to in the prnnuding parug:uph

16. That Plaintiff relied on the axill, knowledge,

i : .judgnant and r-pr-l-ntntinn of the Dafendant, Ford. __

17. Tha represantation and _‘lﬂmingn vars falsa, |
misleading and inacourate in that the vebicle, when put to the
actual performance, proved to be unsound .and unsuitable for the
purpnus for which the same vas intanded. _

18. The unit was ummfa, dangerous, dafmtiva and not of
merchantable cuaility.

19. The Defendént, Ford, was In breach of the implied
warranty. | _ | )
| _ 2fl. The damage to the veshicle was ﬁrnxinatnly caused by
. _: the hmacﬁaa of the implied warranty.

3
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N  REE LAy S EE TR b o S,

operatlion.

21. Plaintiff is entitleq to judgment #qain{nt Défendant,
Ford, for tha breach of impliea varranty under the Uniform
Commercial Code. ' _

VHEREFORE, Pleintiff, AUTO CLUB INSURANCE Assocn!r:nn,_
raguests that 'I:hin Humrlhu Court antar judmunt 1n 11:5 favor and -
againat M-ndlmt, Ford in whataver amount in m-u of Ten
Thousand ($10,000.00) Dollars this 'Court finds Plaintiff entitled.
plus costs, interagt and attorneys foes. |

'22. Plaintifr h-rtbr incorporatas by rafarsrice herein
sach and svery allegation contained in pangrnph- ‘one through 21 of

.this Complaint as set forth herein 'vurhatin

23, Defendant, Ford, knew or ahouldm knosm thet the
vehicle in guestion was oapabie of catching fire.in ordinary

24, mt on or about Pebruary 3,. 155-;!, RochieXle Wright,
was utilizing the vehicle in the manner consistent with its
intendsd and forssesable purposes arxl/or uses. | '

25. By reason of the asfective prndul:t, Rnch-:l.le wright,
was caused to guffer damage to her mtnnuht:la. '

26. Dafsndant, Ford, its agents, _aarva.ntu or amployess '
wers nieqligent in: | | ' _

a} the ti-uig:z, manufaotura, produdtim, . 11¢anling
markating, tasting and sales of the vnhi.nla in failing to proparly
inepect the same;

by in failing to maintain adequate quality control
atan&ardl ovar goods ﬁnld uiular ite trur.lm:rk_;

q




.*.“"j

a) in mgligrcntly salling, suppiying and andorsing tha
produat and manufacturing, eelling, dietributing, delivaring an
inharently dangerous product without pexforming the proper tests
and safaguards againat defacts)

d) 1in designing, wamufacturing, selling, distributing
and delivering a product which had a defect in the wiring harmneas

in the driver's door controel panel:?
a) in acting in & careless and reokless manner; and

causing suffaring and permitting the vehicle to be exposed to the

risk of destruction:
£) in osusing suffering and permitting n defective
product to be msold and distributed to thae genaral public,

- including, I

q) in holding the product herein to be sultable For use
whean, in fact, it was not; |

h).  in selling a defactive product and falling to warn
of the products dsfects;

i}  in failing to fulfill its continuing duty to warn of
the products defsctsy

4) in failing te warn of the defacts after sall;

X)  in failing to propsrly service and rapair gaid
product and in genaral being negligent, carelsss and reokless.

WHEREFORE, Plaintiff, AUTO CLUP INSURANCE .ASSOCIATION,

| requests this Honorable Court enter judgment in ite favor and

ngainet Defendant, Ford Motor Company in whatevar amount in sxcess
of Tan Thousand (§10,000.00) Dellars this Court finds Plaintir?

plus costa, interest aAnd attorney fees.

3 | , ER62-a29 myans



27. Piaintiff hareby incorporates by refarence herain

sach and every allegation contained in paragraphis one through 25
of this Complaint as set forth herein verbatin.

28, That upon information and belisf, NS,
mede ugse of the vehicle for its intended purposa.

29. I relied wpon the skill, knowledgae,
judgmant, represantations and warrantias of Defendant, Ford, whan

2
2
; -
I,
z

4
i
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i

*'_.

i

;

I hs uped the vehicle.

30. The representations and warranties were Ffalea,
i ~ mimleading and inacourata, in that the vehicle prove@ to be unsound
_L e and unsuitable for the purposas for which it was intandsd.

| 31. The vehicle was unsafe, dangerous, defective and not
g . of merchantable quality.

1 32. That Defendant, Ford was In breach of express
warrantles.

33. "The loss of the vehicle nall proxinately caused by
tha bresaches of the sxpress warranties of tha Defandant.

34. Plaintiff is antitied to jﬁdg:mant for compensatory
damages, attorney fees arxl costs for Dafendants' breach of
warranties.

WHEREFORE, FPlalntiff, AUTO CIUB INSURANCE ASSOCIATION,
ragquests that this Honorable Court enter judgment in ilts favor and
against Defsndant, Faord Motor Company, in whatever amount in axcess
of Ten Thousand ($10,000.00) Dollars this Court finds Plaintifs
entitled, plus costs, interest and attorney fesas.

ERS2-020 UMk




'35. Plaintire hirbh]' inmrpurltnn by rsfersnoe herein
each and cvnrr allngntim mtaimd :l.u pmqnphn one tatruugh 34 of
this Complaint as tnuugh set forth herein 'vn'htil.
N J6. Defendant, Ford, impliedly repressntad that the

vahicle and the equipihant thmin was safe, of n-rahnntabla quality -
-and fit :Inrr the- nrdinnrr purposss for uhich th- pmﬂucrt wvas
intended tn be used. | |

7. I r::ied on: the mu, hlwl..dgro
Judquent, nprnmtatimu and nmni::l.n of th- Dafandant,

38 The upru.ntlt.tm ana u-rnnt.j.-l vars fales,
ninludim l.ud. inmmtn in that the “hicln. vhen put to the test
of actual plrfnrnannn,spm-d to be mmmmd and unlu:l'.'l:ahln for the
purpaunfnrmimthnlm“iintlm!ad AR

38 The product was. unaafe, dangercus nm:l not .of
werchantable quality. | | R

40. bDafendant, - Ford, was in breach of . implied
wlrrl.n'l:‘i-:. | | | |
_ 41 Plunt:l.t:l."s injuriu vara prnx:lmt-:ty caused by the
. braesch of i-plind wnrruntian by the D-fnndnnt and suck conduct
| constituted a tort by the Defandmnt against Rochella. Mright.

o 42 Plaintirf is lntitlnd to judgmant agninlt Mam:l’:unt,

R ' Ford, for m‘:upnnsntnry damagas, attorneys fees and nnlts for
Defendant's tortiocus braach of inplied wnrrnntins. '

_ | WHEREFORE, Plaintiff, AUTO CIB TNSURANCE ASSQCEATION,

. requests that this Honorable Court anter judq.ant in its :l!nvor and

':E: ugninut Dafandant, Fn:rﬂ Motor conpany in whntwar mutrl:. .I.n exXCcess

7
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of Ten Thousand (§10,000.00) Dollars this Court firds Plaintife
entitled plus cowts, intsrest and sttorney fees. .

3 Pll;l.ntiﬂ ‘heraby :I.nuurpuntnl by referance herein
each and l\rﬂ:f allegation coritained in pnngmh: one through £2 of
this Complaint as though mat forth harain v-rb;'hi:l |

44. The acts and onissions of D-!-ndlnt, Ford, dascribad
in the praceding phrmuphl violete the I!inh.im Consumer
Protection Act, NCLA 445.9C gt geq. ' MSA 19.418, ot aag.

45. By ulling — a da:!'uativ- vehicle,
Defendant, PFord, breached ths fnlluwing proviatona of ‘I:h- abave

eited act:
19.418(3)

Unfair or dsoaptive acte or pmt:l.cll,
ﬂlﬂnitim .
{cj Represanting that goods or services
inrlhip. approval, characteristias, .
unts, usars, bensfits, or guantities
th‘ii.r do not have or that liﬁim has
aponsorship, apprioval, status, atfiliation, or
connection ;h:lnh he does not 'hm. ’

(a) Rlprulntinq that - gocds ur servioss

" are of a particular  standard, lity, or

grade, or thit goods are of a paxticular style.
.or model, 1if thay are of anothary

(8) Pailing to reveal a aatarial fact,
tha  omission of whioh fact  counld nnt.
r-umnnhly ha lmwn by the :anlmr: -

(y) Gross discrepancies batwesn th- aral
raprasantations of thes saller and: the written
agreement covering the same transaction or
fallure of tha other party to tha transaction -
to provide the promised hbenefits;

(bb) KMaking a reprasantation of fact or
statanent of fact that a .perden reasonably
belisves the reprasented or suggestad stmted -
of arffairs to be other than it actually is;



oc) Falling to reveal fects which are
matarial to tha trarsaction 1n light of
-representations of fact nade ‘a positive

i6. P:I.:t:n-l:iﬂ is antitled to judgnin'l: nql:l.mt Defandant,

Ford, for nmﬁnw dapages, attornsy :!ml and mt: or, for Two
v Hundred Fitty {Hﬁﬂ 00} Dollars per. vinlat.‘l.nn of the M‘l:, whichever
1: -graster.

WHEREPCRE, Flaintiff, AUTO CLOUP INGURANCE ASSQCIATION,
reguests that this Honcrable Court enter judgment in its favor and
against Darcndmrh. Ford Motor Company, in ﬂntam munt in axcess
of Ten Thousand (810,000.00) Dollars this Couxrt finds Flaintiff to
be entitled, plus costs, interest and ntturniy-'hu.

t
&
% .
F A
£
i&l.
3

HEWEBON & VAN RELLENONT, P.C.

P HRWSOR 237127
00. Buhl Buil
it, Michigan 48226
(312) 961-2061

DEMAND FOR JURY ZRIAL
HOW COMES the Plaintiff, AUTO CLUB. INSURANCE ASSOCIATION,

as subrogas cf [N by and thrmh its lttormlrl,
Hewaon & Van Hellemont, P.C., and hereby denmands a Triel by jury.

- ' . Detroit, lli.chignn 48226
. ' {313} 961-2061
‘April 17, 1998 .



