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TO THE HONCRABLE JUDGE OF SAID COURT:

Patifiog agninst Ford Motor Compeny ("Defendant™) and for canse would show the followling:

I.
PARIIES

Plaintiffs ate individuals realding in the Btate of Texas,
Defandant is a company duly licensed and doing business in the Stuke of Texns. It may
be served through its registered agent for seevice of process, CT Corporation Systers, 350
North St. Paui Street, Dellas, TX 75201,
S A
On hume 10, 1996, Plaintiffs’ 1992 Ford Crown Victorle ceught fire dus 1o & defect or
malfmction ceusing en ovedwating condition within the wiring or cannections in the electrical
distribution box. As  result of this, Plaintiffs sustained $11,026.63 1o damages.
.
DEFECTIVE FRODUCT
At the tims of this oeeuzrence, Defendant was engaged in the business of designing,

amy  dipmma s ——t b S—

mernifactoring and marketing mutomobiles, inchoding the one made the basiy of this claim, for
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sale to and for us by mambers of the general publi. PlaintF would show thet tho
sutamabile in question (V.IN. ZFACPT3WENX155863) was defective and unsefs for its
smiended prarposes it the time it left the coutrol of Defandant, in that i was defictively
designed and/or menufistored in & manner shich mads the prodict uzreesonahly and
inberently dangerous, Platntift would further sbow that the suiomobile {n questian ves
defictively marksted by Defeodant fn that Defeodsnt failed 1o adequately wa or dnstract
consumexs, including Plaintiff, of the dangern associxted with the produs,

 PIaintiff invokes the doctrins of strict Hshility, Secticn 4024, RESTATEMENT
(SECOND) OF TORTS, g3 adopted by the Supreme Court of Texas, Plaintiff alloges thet
_nmmnmmmummwﬂmmmukmm
, mﬁmmmmmwm The defective dosign,
‘« manafuoturs and/or marketing of the sxomoblls was the praxizate csuse of fbe ocourrence
and of Plaintiff's damageq, |
| Plaintiff would fiirther show that Dafendant is séricly Linbls to Plalmiff under 402B. of
mun&mm)mmnmmm.mmmmm
and without dofect. MMMM@W;M:MM
the chammoter cr quality of the msamobile, Pladntiff swould show that bo relied on thesc
representations and that Defendant’s misrepresentations ware the proximute cause of the
occurrence and of Flrimifs damages. |

V.
e NEGLIGENCE

- Il M . m inm ----_-..- Ty ... —— i —
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mecketing of the sutomabile, in thet Defendant knew, or in the exercise of ordinary cere,
should have kmown, thet the automoblle way defective mid unreasonably dangerogs to ultimate
consumers.  Pleintiff would ahow that Defendamt’s pegligent acts mmd/or emidssions were the

. proximate cauge of the cocurrence mnd of Plaintifs damages.

| VL. -
RES IPSA LOOUTTUR

In that alternative, Pleintif would further show that ke cennot more specifically elloge
the specific acts of nogligout design end mamufacture on the part of Defendaat, for the reason
that the facts in that regard are peculiarly within the knowledgs of Defendant, and in the
ovent Plainkiff Is wanble o prove specific acts of noglignt design and mammlhctars, PlaictifT
relies on the dootrine of res ipsa loguine. ﬁtﬁsmm&@pmaﬁﬁﬁummm
design and murmtfacture of the eubamobile were within the exclusive control -of Defondant,
Plaintiff had no means of ascertaining the method or manner in which the satomobile was
doeigned or mamufactared by Defendant, Plaiatiff woukl show that e produst camo info his
possesslan fn the same condition it was in when it lsft the control of Defindant ‘The
ocourrence stmsing herm to Plaintiff wes one which, in the ordinary conrse of events, would
not have ccourred without negligence on the part of Defandant. Plaintiff would showr thet
Defendant’® negligent acts and/or omissions were the proximats canse of Plaintiff’s damages.

VII
BREACH OF WARRANTY

Plaintif¥ firfher alloges that Defarslant expeossly and impliedly warranted to the public
that the mutpmobile wes of merchantable quality mnd was safs and fit for the purposes
intendod: when veed under crdinary conditions and ia en ordinesy: masner,Plaiuief wonld
show that Defondant’ broach of these warmnties were the proimate chuse of e 00SuETen0e




and of Plaintiff's dsmages. TEX. BUS, & COM. CODE Seo. 2.314 - 2,315, Seo, 17.50
(D€, (Vernon 1989). Plalntiff would further show that Dafmdnnti:.ﬂlhleﬂ:ullmmay
foe’s pursnant to §38.001 of the Texas Civil Practico & Rerusdies Code.

"Plaintff would show that Deendant is slao lisble for violatins of the Texas Deosptive
Trade Practices and Conmumer Protection Act ("DTPA"), mcluding:
A Rm'm;ﬁﬁﬂmmduﬂmqmmundmmmmm

qunﬁﬂmmm“mdhmﬁuwhuhmydidmtm
BUS & COM. CODE §17.46(5), (Vemaon 19900];

B. Representations thet the product in question, and its component parts, wers
marchantable when, in fact, they weee oot fit for the ordinary purposes for
which much prodncts were to be used - [TEX. BUS & COM. CODE
§17.46(19), (Vernon 1990);

C. Palling to disclose information. concaming dangem of the miomobile kivewn to

. Defendant, when such fallure was itanded to Induce the consumes 10 purchase
[m . the product - [TEX. BUS & COM. CODE §17.46(22), (Vernon 1990)];
.I The sbove wets andfor omissions of Defendarnt were a proximate cauge of the
ocourrence o of Plaiotiffs $11,026.63 damage to his real and personal property.
hmﬁﬁnumlwomemdmﬁnmmmm

Defendant i3 Hiable tn Piaintiff for actual and treble damages, intarsst, court costs, and

reasonable athortiey feen,

WHEREFORE, PREMISES CONSIDERED, Plaintiff requests that Defendant be cited

10 appear and answer, and that on final triel, Plaintiff have:

1. Judgment against the defendant for a mum in arcess of the
painfmum jurisdictional Hmits of the Court;

2. Pre-jodgment imerest and post-judgment intarest as provided by law; |
3 Costs of muly
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5.  Such other and further relief to which the she may be justly
entitied,

Reapectiylly submiited,

- LAW OFFICES OF RICHARD B. GEIGER
1513-C Weat Sixth Strest
Austin, Texns 78703

(512) 320-8844 Telmhmn
(512) 320-8854 - Facaimile

Richard B. Geiger
State Bar No. 07791980

Brik Petars
State Bar No. 00791432
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| Fire lavesigaion & Reanmina Brkontion. 53 2156
P.0. Box 154086  REpeven

@@L@V | Irving, Texas 75015-4086

(214)254.2075 Pager (214) 909-7245  AUG 831 "5
FAX (214) 253-1583 YT o,

August 19, 1996
L L& 1 #150BB%

First Report
CLIENT: Y. J. Harper,

Stste Farm lnsurance
P. . Bax 270550

Corpus Christi, Toxes 73427

INSURED: I

5%

.' INSURED VERICLE: 1992 Ford Crown Victorla
' VYIN: 2FACP73WONX155363

DATRE OF FIRE: 6110796
POLICY #: =
CLAIM #: B

This report 5 pregared for the sbove nomed client. Release 1 807 ofher PETIOR, CODRTY
or apency MUST be approved by tha client or eovered by appilasble dlsolosure laws.
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ASSIGNMENT |

This assignment was received July 15, 1996 at 1:16 pm_ via FAX from Property
Claim Trainer Michael Huck with instructions to conduct a vehicle fire canse
sxamination, [nvestigation commenced 8/14/96.

ENCLOSURES -

i. 29 vehicle photographe

The risk is a dark blus, 1992 Ford Crown Victorla, four door sedan bearing
Texas llcense plare PCW-68Z, The wvehicle identiffeation mamber is
2FACP7IWENX155863. The car is powered by & large displacement, firel injected,
V-8 motor and awtomatic ansmission. It is equipped with power steering, power
brakez, electric door locks and windows, dash mounted radio, cruise control and all
season heating and air conditioning. All four tires and simulaied wire wheel
hubcapa were still on the vehicle. The body was straight and I saw no evidence of
prior collision damage, According to the odometer, there were 58,865 miles on the

NDTE:Aancnmsmmhmﬂmmmﬂyym wepe sitting in the driver’s seat
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A wohicle firo cmuse examination was conducted on Wednesday, 3/14/96
commencing at 12:45 p.am. at the Insurancs Auto Auctions storage and sale facility,
4701 Agnes Street, Corpus Christi, Texas. The risk was photographed and
diagrammed st that time. There wers no adverse conditions or apprecisble
glterations to the car; therefore, a true snd accurate fire cause determination was

posgible. I wag the only person, present during this portion of the investigation,

From an exterior examination it was almost impossible to tell a fire had occurred.
None of the exterior paint was burmed or blistered and all window glass was still
intact. Once the hood was reised, a minor amount of paint demage and heat stress
wag pregent ¢n tha underzide, near the right front corner (photo #7).

Even with the hood open it waa difficult to tell a fire had ocourred until some

significant burning to the right front inner fonder well ways noted (photo #8). This

corrasponds with the damaged paint and heat strass to the mnderside of the hood.

Virtually all combustibles, including hoses, belts, plastic pats and wiring

. insulation, were still intact. This was especially true on the left side of the engine

. compartment where no burning was noted to any of the various components
{photo # 9),

The left side was the ares where the rubber fuel lines and quick-coonectors wers
routed. They were attached to the fuel rail on the left side of the motor sud bad
obyiously not rectived any fires damage (photo #10). It has heen my experience that
fires caused by an electrical defect or malfunction sre muych mare centralized then
these involving flammable or combustible liquids, Even the fire damage on the
right sids of the V-8 motor was minimal (photo #11).

All of the burning was clearly locelized to the extreme, right front corner of the
engine compartment (photo #12). The twelve volt battery had been removed prior
to my examination but I did not see any localized burming to the battery tray or
nearby sheet metal (photo #13). The most intense burning was clearly localizad
around the forward end of an electricel block and fuse penel-E-did see that one of
the bare wires bad became unattached from a fitting or connection (photo #14).

The wires were closely examined; however, I did not see any evidencs of arcing or
Q shorting on the bare copper conductors. The separated ead is the only evidance of

. : poe2-t2m-8 11878
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separation possibly due to en src or short circoit A check of 4 repair manual
distribution box”. It had apparsutly been bolted to the inner fender well as the
mounting studs and nuts were still attached (photo #15),

When the electrical distritation box was picked up and more closely sxmnined, ¥
saw an-éyelet, solderiess terminal, aitached to a large electrical lug, was the area
where the separated wire had been connected (photo #16). The intedar of the
electricel distribution box also exhibited feirly heavy fire damages (photo #18).

Onge the fuse box cover was removed, it was svident the only fire damage was to
two of the large fuses on the rear of the panel (photo #19). The bottom cover was
removed from the electrical distribution box at which time I noted an imterior cover
was burned spproximataty half way off (phote #20). The burning to the undersids
of the component was clearly localized with fire damage to three of the wires
{photo #21),

A check of the fuss panel revealad two of the blade type fusea had blown, In this
instance, the short circuit was sufficient to “weld or bond" one of the fuse legs to
the mounting slot. Theae fiigea were removed which ¢onfinmed the heavy damage
to cach one (photos #23 & 24).

After more of the plastic case, on the power distribution block, was removed,
burning was noted $0 the base of the fuse receptacles. This is clearly internal,
localized heating coming from a wire or coxmection on the power distribution box.
In this instance, I feel an arc or spark occurred between the wire attached to the
elacirical lug with the eyelet, solderless, temminal (photo #29). The following
conceptual diagram shows the engine compariment of the risk, the Iocation of the
power distribution box and the specific area where the fire originated.




Based on. physical svidence remaining on the vehicle and information obtained
firom various scurcea, it ia my opinion this was an accidemts] fire, It occurred from
s imspecified defect or malfinction which caused en overheating condition within
the wiring or connactions in the electrical distribution box:

- COMMENTS

With the completion of my investigation, I feel the cause of this fire has been well
docwmeeated. The minor amount of burning is clearly centored around the power
distribution box sud the srea where the wirs cams off the solderiess terminal could
have - canssd resistance heating or a short circuit. Although this car was
approximataly four ysars old, it appeared to be in very good shape and I saw no
evidenoe of abuse, neglect, alterations or non-OEM parts. If the electrical systam,
specifically the power distribution box, hes not been worked on then whatever
caused this fire was built into the car at the assembly plant.

Although no additional investigation is mticipated, I am leaving this file open for
30 days to allow you safficient time for revisw and evaluation. If sither yourssif or
Mr. Huck have any further ingtructions, questions or information, please feel free to
call at anytime. As always, 1 can be contacied through my Irving, Texas office or

my digital pager.
Respectfully Submitted,

s
‘R. Bryson?C.F.E.L.
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PHOTOGRAPHS

1. Front of fire damaged 1992 Ford Crown Victoria.

Z. Right front corner of involved vehicle,
3. Right resr cormer of invelved vehicle.
4. Left rear corner of involved vehicle.
5. Left front comer of mvolved vehicle.
6. Undamaged paimt on exterior surface of the hood
7. Minor damage and hear stress on right front comer of hood.
g, memmﬁmmmmdmmm.
( 9, Undpmagad combustible compenants on left side of V-8 mator.
. 10. Close up of fuel suppl_jr hoses end quick-counectors.
11 Burning on right side of V-8 motor.
12, Teolated fire damage in rigitt front comer of engine compartment.
13. Isolated fire damage in right front corner of engine compartment.
. 14. Burning to slectrical distribution box. NOTE seperatod ond of wirs.
15. Sldeofolom:aldlstriblm:mboxandmounungsuﬂs
16. End of solderless terminal where wire had been connactad.
17, Fire damaged wires within area of origin.

18, Close up of burning inmde distribotion box,




£y 150BBS I
4 PHOTOGRAPHS
| 19, Fire damage to fuses in etectrical distribution box.
iu. Burning to lower cover on slactrical distribution box,
21, Buming to wndar side of lectrioal distribution box.

22. Bumning to under side of elactrical distribution box. NOTE looas wire was
replaced in approximate arss prior to fire. :

23, Blown and dameged fizse.
24. Blown and damsged fuss.
25. Close up of demage to foges in alectrical distribution box.
o 26, Localized burning to end of slsctrical distribution box.
. . 27. Localizad burning to end of sloctrical distribution box.
28. Internal burning in eloctrical disteibution box.

29, Internal burning to electrical distribution box.
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No. 12
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PHOTOGRAPHS

No. 13
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No. 14
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PHOTOGRAPHS

No. 17
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No. 18




L b

PHOTOGRAPHS




Y

PHOTOGRAPHS




bk

o - PHOTOGRAPHS

No.23




o e

PHOTOGRAPHS




PHOTOGRAPHS




i
it
4]
PHOTOGRAPHS

#




ey Efﬂ"i!__,-l_.,l:lu _FAI y _ —

- Dova
on TECHNICAL
e bl e BULLETIN
Technical Servicss Dept. Ford IAR Alternatars
703-675-4800 with Battery Plug Conneetion

.. COPY .
WARNING!  WARNING! WARNING!

To reduce tha risk of prematurs alternator failure
and/or wiring harness fire, thase pracautions must be followsd,

1, PROFESSIONAL INSTALLATION REQUIRED

This Insernally-regulatad Ferd altemator requices profassionsl inssalladon utllizing propac
squipmant. You should nct attermx this ingtallxtion unless you ary Bropetly equipped and trainel,

. "} g CHANGE THE LARGE PLUG-IN CONNECTOR!

“The hegvy wire 3-prong congestoe caczies all of the otitgut cursent produced by the altamator. This

plug was designed for original assembly lne lnstallation without wocls. It suaps dghtly ima plae

and 15 dIffleult 1o remove. The twisting and puiling which occurs duzing removal Will eause the

meti] cosnactory within the plug to sprend and weaken. 1f the phog s ro-used, the poor contect minde

iatween, it aod the Werminals in the altermnalor crentes resistance aod hear, which ieads 'o slemator
hic wirizg] ﬁ

Faiure ancdior
Ah_g v Y THLLG CAnnseIine WIS INERIS CHIY LY DE 4 1IF il Lin, Mﬂmw‘e
mnmmwhhmﬁdmﬁmﬂhﬂppmmmrpnﬂﬁmmwwmuﬂuur

12101571 produzdon dats cades.

3, INSTALLATION
| Thess procedunea must be fallowed w envure 2 peofmsianal, high quatity instellation.
— A. Digconzect tha battacy. '
B, Mouat the altsrator to tss hrackels with the cucpar plug in placs. | - -

C.E:;thﬂeh!dchmsnllnmm spot 16 asily march the length of the supplied plug™
T ' P.I.‘I:I.]' L
.' ' . S:ripdulruulauunhukJM'indmmmumw“ppﬂwimmd:mmdﬂiny.

' E_hppl:r:sm:llmmurmmrmnu:#mdymmmudtn:ﬂrhsminuthemhc

connaceors grovided, - continued o roverse =il B EGFJY

RRO2-225-8 12808
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3. INSTALLATION (continued)

F. Cﬂmhﬂmmﬁrﬂlhimmdﬂﬂh uwmm
You must maks & reoag physical commection before m‘

G, Slide the mmmiqu Cur sveny from the catneator es pagiblo to mum

Emmm&:m&mm kﬁﬂlﬂhhmm
and allew the wwuwhm

LWmMMhM%MMMMhMﬂMWu
conforms to the coanection and seals it

blmnnnuskbmum
Der ok use aold core salder or seid type flux.
Damnlymwuwﬂmwmﬂmmmhbm Yoa mok do bodi
Do tiox use wirs outy or Scamh-10s connectoes.
Call for samistance. UrTﬁthﬂmbqumwmuﬁnmhd;apm
thiz instalistlen.

s FAILURE TO FROPERLY INSTALL THIS PLUG VOIDS YOUR WARRANTY,

o 4, CONNECT IT ONCE

s meationed proviously, remaval of the lange plag locssns the conmestion. Tharefocs, remen & and
replocament of avey s naw coameator ey lead to fallure. Tha plug Yy teen [nyalled vaing 2
- spedinl cottact jeol mcotmnanded by Ford. Do not remmove this gell

5. LOAD TEST THE BATTERY

Faulty bameries straln the vehiola's siectrical sysam. mmmumtuwmmm
barterles bafore they cnuse a cameback. I‘hhhnlptdaﬂrhnymntu&rdw-uw.ﬂd
charging systems,

8. CHARQE OR REPLACE THE BATTERY

*You must fully charge the battery with an gpprogriate battery chasger. Altamarters e ook de signed
to reslarge o “dead” or evert ainew battery. Uking the altermater w being 2 buttery o3 fuli st of
chacge bt g poor terviee practics s con overhet and destroy the altemator. Cantimuous hish
ﬂmcrmmmqwmmwnwhmﬂmuhumﬂmmﬂum
maay coude o wiring harness fird™ T

* 'FILE COPY

MAN2-825-8 11398
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_Tha gbave rlmn'lminuﬁan haa besn approved L'r;.r F-OF!D Frudu:t Erzinaering,
'.,Hmommu Fll.ﬂt. ll'*'-' by FDHU Fl.nl iu'd Elﬂ.ﬂm Eli\ftﬁh #Lﬁn.-wm,h«:‘.’??ﬂngul'

SGT.FTIHAND HEBU]I.DERS

T ———— hﬁm#m#n-—-——
tmumcfﬁhnﬂm J PO
July 15, 1892 L -
RE-T:52:102 7 >
. n' -
™! All Dealer Parts ard Sarvice Mansgens .

ssp-.:g m

FROM: - smnhranu Rebulicars - Qualty Assurance
SUBJECT: AR AH:Mr Fallurea

&
Ths AR Alternators have bsan wxperisncing prohlsms thar mault in failue of the ]
ractiar dus to shoting out tha dcdas anlior tuming the widng harrers, Both
faIluru modas are uuud By sxcassive heat bﬂng gnnlmld wlﬂun ;11: BymEm. -

'.w. have ‘concluced, with the codparsiion of & Tew. dealers, within e “penark, ‘that

the probiem in‘csused by a demagsd namess plug. In the process of rewcving the

talisd sitsmator. the hamess plug is prled out of the recifidr and the side dips ars

distorted and’er Broker off. Thess cilps Zre citiol in retaining the harnes; plug in

the rectifler to pravent the plug from backing cut Sheuld ths plug back it an =-
gan will devglop and dming wil ecour which will cpuas Heat

Southland Pabulidens’ rscommandation s 10 repiace the damaged gnde- vrakan
plug with & new plug, FORD pant number E7FZ-10A563-A. Wae aise scpgemt thet
the mcifler sockat have & diglectds cawacund, PORD past nurmber D7AZ ?5.&331 -8y
grensd nppllnd io the terminaly, We raccmmand that & te wras. Ba wrape arolnd.
the cuiside of the hamess piog for added sacurdty. Came must’' be axar that the
plug is fuily seated In. the raciiiar sookat.

" Emln..ﬂm ‘s l‘..'_,= |.., " w .._. dag" ".-... h* Wl ..- "'I ..':_:‘ - :..'..
."=WH1'I ‘the'” alicys *Tn rlud. ‘Soliriand Heblidars: pcs’iﬁcn ruqaﬁfng’ ihe H.rrirrl:y of
. talled stemators “will

‘[N "OHDER " 7O - BE Gﬁ'U‘EPcE.D BY -BGLFTHI..A'RE‘S- wfﬂmw AN‘!’ AR

" ALTERNATOR THAT HAS FAILED DUE TO A BURNED RECTIFIER THAT WAS

INSTALLED AFTER AUGLIST 1, 1882, WILL REQUIRE THAT ‘THZ ALLEGED
DEFECTIVE,

ALTERNATOR AND PLUG BE BRETURNED TO QUR PLAMT, ALONG' .
WITH THE USUAL WARRANTY PAPERWORK, TO SHOW. THAT' THE F LUG WAS.

nsrmn WITH E7FZ:10A%68-A -
IL.E CORY

RARZ-02%-8 11myy
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Loose Alternator Bearmg Gap

Can Gause Fire

' Ianhnfth:ymwuu—

vagigaed an [nterssting a
mfhlﬂlltM’whﬂlﬁll
vebicle was operaing a: hgh
{dla REPMs in & sar wash The.
mromobile wis & 1992 Pord.
Muszng with & 5.0 Hrer Righ
omput exgine with slecmonis
el Injecclon.

Ouwrrepart aa the invesdgudon
st

“The vebicle was idendfied
a1 in expelon with 2 m
bre dxte of Augnst 1991 and
rocorded mlcage of 876 milos.

Thapussengercomparanent did

ot guffer fire o hoat damsge. The fre
damags was confined to the sngine
wdwh:ﬂlymhﬁw
side. The vahicis it powered by 2 5.0

Hier V8 engloe, The fiel sopply and |

rotomn Ynes were in place and cthe saap

gurrds were in place ever the quick’
plasdc portdons |

of these fusl Lnes bad boroed end

| moefoed sway as is common in these
eises. The penemal fre promn 1a tha |
wngine compertroent wold pot Indl-

cato that & fuel 1aak ok plice. In
oxxmining the dghs sida of the enginn
comaperunent it was ooted that » elrea-
ey ezl type of “exp’ had wergstpd
haelf o the slteroster oupe wisiag.
Cloger chocldag rovenled this atach- |

ERE2-E28-B 11069
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-

ment wag caused by & “welding’ p
gass orented when the motal eap to:

-commgt with the sliermamor wiring an

*gleort’ cesprad

" Condtningexaminudan revaaled
1he mecal ‘aap’ wei for the rear sl
tor bageing. The bosring lualf had
parently falten ousind wislosu Inie

opinion dwr the Sire was ehecuics

nanmyand wes cansed by thareara
"parer hexring falling ont snd sho

apuing the ougput wirlag.”

Foxd Matar Comgany itimborse:
Inenrenee earder for thelr pay o
chiyloge. @
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Capyrght & Subscription
Inﬂmﬂ:]n: -
Tha Vehicle Salety & Secu-
" | ity Reportinwritten manthly
by Lee 8. Cole & Assacl
ates, Inc. & publighed by
Las Books, P.O. Box 908,
Novite, Callomia 854548
0R06. Bubscripiian price la
238,00 per yearin the U.8.
or $50.00 per ysar far afl
{other sounttes. Capyright
® 1592 by Las 8. Cola &
Asgociates, Ing. Al rights
raserved. Na pant ot this
newslettor may be repra-
duced in any farm without
the witten consent of the
Sapydght owner. For infar-
mation cail (415) £58-4328,

Lga 5. Colg
Plnishyr: Lo Bochy
Lise Plarioe-Cals

|- ey |

Ammltar fIra- aontinued

Paoint of Origln
1. The primary bum domage w tha
bood indicams thee the fire arlgd-
nated o the ares abova the alter-
BELOL.

2 Tha akernnmor pullsy/Man has a

bast patem radladng fom the

center indicating higher hedc. At

" the center.

2, The disenlornden of tha woernater
pullsy/fin indicsres higher heat
in thit compenent than in othar
ereas ofthagsging comprtement,

4. The wtematcr beatings feit very
rough whan the slernaer puliey
was wmed by hand, Some of thlx
could be doa 1y the fire, botocher
CoOmpeneots, Wch 53 the waisr
pump, freon compressar, power
steering pump, wad idler pulieys
felr smooth when arned by hand.

. Reporredly tha alernacn delve
balt had byen meplaced shorily
befora tive five cocutrnd.

Conclusions
1. The fira wis caused by an oveg-
hearad alternaror, whichignited
nearhy flummahle cotrmonents.

2. The bearings likaly were faaley
before e belz wey chenged.
Thiz could have conuibuted m-
the previcys belt neading re-
placemant, Bearing fallure dos
to faaity belt ingnilation la not
ikealy, as this rysoem s equipped
with sucoepade belz tansioners
nd requiras no sdisimnent

.3, The bad altemutorberrings Hiealy
could have been detacted gt
txag afbeleituealiodon by meity
spinmingthepulley by hand. Itis
also Ukely that the bemings
mudmmahnmm

Recormnmendationy

1. 1f'the repalr wes done by krarvies
facilicy, subrogaden should-be
looked int), The installershodld be
quesdanedregerding the repatr. Ha
beariog oodse waa heand the alme
mtor should have begn chosked ©
dsterming the problem. Arguably,
the altemnator and other wessssscics
should have baex spun by hand 132
minigurt  check durlng belr we-
plecsmant, I the yrevious bil: was
brokan, or had wom aut in 1 short
dee, of {f thew had besa somr
pladmes pndfeadng low charging, tie
techalcian that changed e belt
should have chacked the drermter
beazings. This eculd hive beendatia
sicugly by spinning the polley, wnd
by Fetling by hand for roughness oy
locesness (this would bave raken
only 1 matrer of 4econds w do).”

We thank Ed 1nd Jene for sendin;
along: this information. It would be in
teragring w know 1 cend is develop
ing hera, Tf any of vou heve any stirla
cises we would ks @ lmow wbex
them. W
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! Ford Ailternator Fires
- Inpm!madvmm.k 4. The tire dapuge inrlde the en-
IN THIS |SSUE: Securly Reporowe have reported ginacompermmentls & wmsive,
on teg casey where an elernawr pastieularly ag the &oric of tha
maligncdea resuited i xn sagine engine. Moxt of the 0 metal
cornpartrment fire in a Ford produce. materlals in the frore of the
3 MInivan Flres| one of ihese was 4 Thundeshitrd and anglne comparmmantt tve been
the other s Mustang. Mr. Bd Hotkay eansumad or melred,
4. Hecalls| of Horksy & Associnter and Mr.
Gene Meng of Meng Enginesring | 2 The fan shroud had been con.
P have seqr et informadon oo b sionilsr sumed.
: Shufﬁ?k::#::; fize in a 1988 Ford Musuang, Thelr | b. The fia accessary €rive belu
joinz repart follows: had boen consumed xcapt for
s smowll pordon thatw as rapped
“laspection of the Vebicle herwons ows paljay-.,
Genent condigon: ¢. The bactery was malwd, and’
1. Thenon damsga was lenited co partialiy consumed
the front of the vehicle. The | 4. Thecoolaatoverfles bonlewas
front burmper and body plasde eorxpletcly gont,
wers severely burned and | &. The windshicld wuher fiuid
rielted fromh the centar to the borle was yane.
' lefi front corner, f. Tha sir clsaner anc asgocincd
tubing was malked: ndformiss-
2. The paint above the left front ing.
wheel opendng is burmed, and g- The und=thood inst ladon mate
the front adge of the driver’s rial had malted dewn onto du
door {a lightly burned. engine..
T ' o . The fuel lines st the rearof th
3. Thare are rwo barm paems oo engine had roelie ] and adde
o, FE E Cgpy the hood, g light patvern 2t the fuel to the fizz du-ing che lae
R rear of the hood extending intg stages of o fire,
the cowl, and & heavier panern
sbova the ared witere tha alem-
naror is logared, continued an A 1ge 2

BEAliZ~825-0 11882
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Thar_'a are several ways to repair wiring harnesses,
| This month, Mike takes & look at a few different
| methods and examines the pros and cons of gach.

a readtog through a pile of rervice
bulletina recently, [ was struck by the

T

Ford dternators wed betwest 1
; and 1588, Thaue whermicrs, wad oo
wezious Llucalg, 'T-Bied Tweus and M“ﬁ
ppleationy, warn cunsing into significant
uree usyoclsted with thy vollage reguinir and
the wre harnus connector.
The gist of tha probism was et bigh
renits from the slternace wers causng dem.
to the amell earminaly in the
in fum cdusgd deecioretion of the wire
hamait connsctor Sometine the ctoneciorn
nd the diernatorirepuistor would overbeat
mduﬂhh.wuaﬂmhuuhuﬂm
tnany rebultders will not guerantes Ford altwr-
nator waless 1 new §14 wien hameat

by [ el EXH vl f

X .-I.'I. h:. im 1 "'.1"."" A L e
replagetneat businen. A fnek thraugh »
Nlabott oatalog ahows timos 80 differeat rem-

Ly - .
. oy st v -
. L] -

sars Hyted for the vanous appiioations they
aetver. Same aftermarkst companies are offer

ymiveralit replscoment sensors thet ros

cuting aad tplicing the wire bumens
otnnestorn £ ona sensor, b ba prated W
o & whole OF, connectord,
bhﬁ.mhhw -
ﬂiﬂﬂﬁu&:-dhmnhl'udd-
tarnurors and tha Ox vansors (s 3w recomen-
dation to cut and :yhu-thnwmﬁm.
Without & doube #his oen be and 5 dom evary
duy withont problem. Howavaer, if b3 dona
badly:. veu can wind up tastaliiag mere crouble
Eban you Baed. The kay o 1 good 2oMe

“gactinn it understanding what veu'rs bylog to

Aagexh and what aan when
do it Iﬂnm!?. Far MF ?fm‘ll ]umpiF::
thesd of me, 20lder may ot tha

saluson,
The Arat thing io rerumbdr it that the best
eannacsion [5 Ao conmection &2 oL, The unbm-
kam, strande] wire stcing sfaly e ter PVC
or crostink polvertar insuleden i very offl-
ciant. nlesy It ceed 1 crastic quercurrant con-
ditlon or mechatical damage, that wire wiil
st virt orwvir. ‘The enly remson you
should ever mplice » birnen s

LR e AR g i

i Rz B Bo,

wfnmh'qﬁm Hew. voo're to
t tha wirs-tc-wirn junctivn a
to arigiaxl as pessble. Thls in-
Sudw not salv the electriosl comaae-
clon, but snleal fegtures such ox
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writdy, 0 Lest vona u Hfgtimae,

In the Lt's bard to auy which

connecdas mathod B hest, ?n-
» butt

ba sure tha burct spllos you we
matehas closely sizauwise with the
wire you're pliciang. The wnd-to-sud

Ioket car glsa wack quite well,

Onea the joln: 2 complete, the,

mpi:mhnd:uhm che

Jolnt. Instaad af bioidiag melsture
x from tha cen actsary

tes, haldieg the ud other
ousT In congagz with the mataly of the

jai.
Frictios scrually ba bat-
tee [f For ne uﬂur rengan thon 1ts

mﬁm 't wark
't Wo' on & ght-an
gia Jotnt, by far che bare xealing alte

“My axperience
s that, on
average, the butt
splice, If made
with the proper
crimping tool,
offers the sim-
-plest connaction
with the
hest results.”
PR

antve 4 hast-theinke Vrually
about an inch lony, this s sut

| m Bt fom lﬂ-m"&:u

wallzble at dircoe shop
Thmﬂdidlamuﬂfm:n
b bwey or Ervue Zoous that oF the wing

whan vens put it ac bafore a
' m:l:rﬁr rpdujnln:'ﬁﬁfll

:hw;m.‘t‘m‘h*
‘llehzmm uilng s u#

oy of ecniact betwass
the mhtmd.--tmhsuhun
sithar dde onge tha mblqhuh-n
rhaunk to Hr Tt oy, tnw's plegh
of Sumnce o 2raves! wolsmps S
caeping Earwten toy wire 34 tha

i e

Hde of
Onet 220> [pdividual wire 1t
sealed up, ¥ou aeed to tunll du

wirw harness 1o ity

vith the st nlltﬁ m
E Hia

vidual wizas and the vln harnes

sangd As wa pid
fnrn & lever 2hak a0 oo the termine.
dann o aach end, If vou leeve 3 o

there Fozping weund, E
Zaer the end

ar the oebie Ll |-
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SAMPLE "PUT ON NOTICE" LETTER
FOR FORD
BLOWER MOTOR RESISTER FAILURES

Thia Stete Parm inwared vehicle was involved in o non coltision vehicle five {while being deivan,
ar afber parking, or while idiing). Dumage to the vehicle sesulted io 8 (total o paxtiel) loss of
Sl

Our kvestigation reveals the caup of tye ire 10 bo relatod to fidiura of the biawes potot msistor.
Enciosed 18 dorameration of our cleyem (meloading our experts vepant, or drivers striement, or
effidevit, or inveices). Wa s holding the vebdcle for xot days i the wmtmwlahwmnhm
ingpection. You mwy contect ms st (oacpom-aark i) miks srsngements. .

Plasse connider this letter as our elaim v Ford Motor Compeny to reimburnse State Farm for its
imbevant of $xx o0

~ Very Truly ¥ours,

Joihn Doe
Clnim Specintist . _ I




2 Svoviow o call a9
uns. 1982

fubjecs:
Jervien Racall 459 - Cartain 19322 Bacort, Lynx, xud LN? Valdolas for Replaceoment of Alr Corsditionar (AC) Slowe Motor Rasigtor

Amamhly,

Desexipeion Of Defect And Cormczion

Foed Motor Copuny bhae deserzioed thas 2 defac vebicl safaty odat th crtatn 1582 Bacart, Lyno, and LNT waiticlay
vdth optimaal Eastary Inpoalled sir conditiudng. Wit mmmhmmmmmmm.
mumwwumuﬁmmmmmmmmm for socss uiraleted rensom. An
-nnrtmting teslter evintaally uttimistaly ignbte the xir condivioner cuse [locsred the matpumpeez: penad), pmdading

" fice whikh potendally could spread v other Sxmmalble maceisls inside the whicle, . !

Mhmﬂﬁuvﬂﬂuumﬂlm “The Blower motor rasistor smsembly will be replaced with & new sessrably

Townr affective bt rape tivermal Bmiter to snsure slecoical correns Interrmstion should i be reeded. All afiecied vehitie s to bave
e pasimee assermbiles tngealled, An injdsl dhmmmwmimmhm
dirgee shipped to alf daslers I sy Tuvw, 1940, in concdination with owner nocSeariona. should onder sdditionsl pases, s peadad,
from Wi wsing the maling found o this Balletin,

Vhicios Attciad Amerabiy Fiaay Produceion Daua
B Thmgh
Escort and Lyns Botwc, Q] 2250
£ Wiy . TATRL N1VE2
§t. Thonas a/L0/81 LR
‘u-- S Jota ABRS! 22582
£XP and LN7 5aa Jose ~ 90NB1 22y
Sc Thomas V1Vl 0L
Vehlcies krvotvad i thin recall e all 1942 Escoct, Lynx, EXP ulle?iﬁlhhmylnnmm mm.:mmunhm
. turing thy perteds thown in Rusration,

ER-225-5 1ipos
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'CSORNNAT ) MORS 1T DO.R. VIN Customsr Ssleation 1271971996 10:42:13

VIN: SFRACP73WANK155863 |
Model: CROWN VI

= Model Yemr: 92

To SELECT an O.R. Customaer: Type an "X' in the "A" column and Press ENTER

A S Acgd Last Name Flrst Nama MI Addrags City st zip

FL=HELF F2=BEXIT F7=FIRST F&=NEAT
Id23 MO CUSTOMEER DATADASE INFORMATION FOR THIS REQUBST OGpB352




‘CE0RO021 o NORS IT Racall Inguiry 12.’19!1595 1u=42=23“'

VIN: 2FACPTIWENX155863 Build Date: 08/12/1991
Year: 92 Model: CROWN VICTORTA WSD: 08/29/1981
T Compaign Campaign 1864 Campaign Status Dealer
2w Number Type Dapoription Status Dats Coda
53831 - Q TV ROD BUSHG COMPLETE 11/28/1994 04409
F3=EXIT

'I003 REQUESTRED INFORMATION DINPLATED OGDBR351




'CSOR0023 MORS IT ESF Inquiry 12/19/1996 10:42:35 °

VIN: 2FACP7IWENX155863 . Year: 92 Model: CROWN VICTORIA
Contrast Selling Dealer PRA Codes 04409 HNamg: LEQNARD JOHMNSON'S AU RAMCH
-, -_‘_f.;';hr Contract Owner gtxest cicy Z2ip/P0
P aaa—— I VICTORTA
ESF INFORMATION: Plan Option Expiration Signature
. YR Code Date M1 /Em Date Rant Days Tow Ded
95 03/01/1597 E6394 0370171985 25 B 45 1400

COVERAGE DESCRIPTION: ELS55 USED 24/24,000 POWERTRAINCARE

Cancel Proceeging Dealerghip Credited . WkP Percentage of
Date Date Hamea . rea Statement Rafund

o —————— - ol Bl el — B A B Rk Rk e — - — — — o ——————— " — — ———— T —————

F1=EXIT F7=FIRST F8=NEXT
T112 LAST RECORD DISPFLAYEDN - FUORWARD SCROLL ROT ALLOWED OEDBR3AS2




CSOR0024 MORE II OASIS Tnqulry 12/19/96 10:42:41

VIN: 2FACP7IWENX1ISS5863 . Y_ﬂﬂ:l:: 92 Medel: CEOWN VICTORIA
MNeme :

Recall Description
Calib: 218AROY Bulld Date:; 08/12/1981 = co—cam cccmemema———————
Axle: NOT AVAILAHLE ‘WSD: 08/29/1991 KO BECALLS

%! pngine: 4.6L SOHC (MODULAR)
Trans: AUTOMATIC OO & SPEED ONF Count: 0

Mespage:

ESP INFORMATION: Plan Option Bxpiration gignature
YR Code  Date Mi/Fm Date Rent Days Tow Ded
13 03/01/1957 66394 03/01/1935 2B 5 45 100

COVERAGE DESCRIPTION: ELS8535 USED 24/24,000 POWERTRATNCARK

F3=EXIT
I003 REQUESTED INFORMATION DISFLAYNED OGDRI52




' CEOR0026 MORE II Werranty Inquiry 12/19/1996 10:42;53."

VIN: JFACPTIWENKX155863 " Year: 92 Model: CROWN VICTORTA

Mama : )
Repalring Rapalr R.0D. Cond Part Labor '
Dealer Name Tats Nunber Mi/Fm Code Number Operation

T e el ek ek B T T R R ey v O Sk sl el —— Ll I E R T T R e —_—— '

Fi=EXIT F7=FIRST FB=NEXT
E942 RO REPATR EISTORY ON VEHICLE DGDRAE2
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§
Plalaifly §
§
Y. ] ﬁ.TL&WHlR-'IHER o
§ IR
FORD MOTOR COMPANY § -3 1 = T
Dafbacnat § TRAVIS COUNTTY, y -
o
QORIGINAL PEITTION _‘E - E
. -IE £ -t
TO THE HONORARLE JUDGE OF SAID COURT: ) E £

comz sow I - AR "Fisioi) s L tis Orgize
Eetition against Ford Motor Company ("Defndant™) and for cause would show tw following:

L
PARTIES

Plaintiffa are indtviduals residing in the Stats of Texes.
Whnwmﬂmmmmht‘um&%xukmy
be served throngh its rogistersd agont for servioe of process, CT Corporation Syseems, 350
North St. let.St:mt,]'.'.lalhs,'l‘xTﬂﬂL
. ' 1I.
On Juse 10, 1996, Plaintiffs" 1992 Ford Crown Victoria canght fire due to a defect or

malforetion cansing an overbéating condition within the wirleg or connections in the slectrical
‘distibution box. A & eswit of this, Pleineiffa mstaiacd $11,026.63 in demagos.

1L
REFECTIVE FROQUCT
At the fime of thls cecurrenoe, Defendant wes eagaged in the buxineey off designing,
menufiactoering snd marketing sutomoliles, including the one sande the basls of this claim, for




®

ool )

ssle o s foe s by sacambess of e genaial public, Pntiff would show that the
antomobile in question (V.LN. ZFACPTSWGNX155863) was defective and nasede for its
infiepided purposes &t the time it loft the control of Defendant, in that it was defictively
designed and/or manufactured in & mapner which rade the product unreasonably and
inhcrently dangorous. Plaintiff woold further show thet the sutomobil in questivn was
defectively markoted by Defindsnt in that Defendant falied 0 sdequaely wam or instruct
conummers, including PIsioif, of the dangers amocisisd with the peocist.

v,
STRICT FRODUCT LIARILITY

Plalntiff invokea the doctrine of strict Hability, Section 402A, RESTATEMENT
»{SBCOND) OF TORTS, a8 adapted by the Supweme Court of Tenas, PlaintiF alleges that
Defcndaut in strictly lisble for deslgning, mnufscturing md marketing the satomobils into the
strean of commerce when the product was unreasonably dangeeus, The defiective design,

. manufucturs and/or marketing of the sutomebile was the uximate cause of the cosurence
end of Plaintiff's damages. | '

Platutift would further show that Defmdant s stictly Hablo to Phintift umder 4025 of
ths RESTATEMENT (SECOND) OF TORTS for misvepresenting that the product was safe

- end withont defsct. These repregentations were filse and involved s materinl fact concomiug
the sharacter o quelity of the' wutomobile, Plaintiff would show that he relied on these
- MMMWIWMNMMth
© occurreace and of PlaintifP's dsmagss..

Y.
. NEGLIGENCE
Plaintif alloges that Deferdat wes negligant in the deeign, mazufucture andior

. —r—— .
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" marketing of the slomobile, in that Defendant new, or in the axorciss of ordinary care,

should heve kmown, that the sutomobils was defective and viressonsbly dangevous to ultimpte
congumers. Plaiutff would show that Defendant's negligent acts snd/or amissions were the
polinmnmueofﬂummdufﬂainﬁﬁ'sm |

Vi
REJ PS4 LOOUTTUR

In that alpernative, Plaintdf would further show thes he canuot more specifically allege

.ﬁmﬁﬂmﬂmmmmmﬁmdm&rﬂum

that the facts in that regard arc poculiarly within the knowledge of Defendant, and in the
event Plalntiff 1s unable to prove specifio acts of negligent design and manufacture, Pleiytiff
relies on the doctrine of res ipsz loguifur. hﬂlMWﬁﬂMlﬁﬂu

' desipn and manufacture of the mutomobils wers within the exalmsive coutrol of Defondant,

Plﬁnﬂﬂ'hndmmufamhinhuﬂnmﬂhu&uimhnﬂohﬂnnﬁumﬁhw

. designed or mamnfactured try Defendmt. Plaintiff would show that the product cmms into bis

posacealon in the same coudition It was in when it left the control of Deferddant. The

occTence cansing harm to Plaimtiff was one which, in the erdinary course of events, would

‘ot bave ocomred without negligance on the part of Defendamt. thﬂﬁmﬂdimwﬁut

Defendant’ n@mmﬁwmwhmmﬂ of Plaintiff*s damages,
. : VIL
BREACH OF WARRANTY

that the mmhw@dmhmhﬂn-qumymdwmhmdﬁthhm

Intended when used under ordinary conditions and in en ordinery mammer. Plaintiff wounld
show that Defendant” breach of these wartauties were the proximate canse of the occumrence

)

EAZ-825 233y
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T T,

and of Plaintiff's damages, TEX. BUS. & COM. CODE Sec. 2.314 - 2,315, Sec. 17.50
(a}(2), (Vernon 1989). Plaintiff would frther shovw thet Defendant s lisble for wll attomey
fes"s pursuant to §38.001 of the Temas Civil Practios & Remadies Code,

Plaintiff would show that Dafendant 13 slea Liable for viclptions of the Texas Deceptive
Tudnﬁuﬁnamdﬂmmfmteuﬂmhﬂ(w&'},imhﬂhg:
A. Reprezentations that the product in question, end its componeny parts, possessed

quialities, characteristics, uses and benefits which they did not posssss - [TEX .

BUS & COM. CODE §17.46(5), (Veron 1990)); ;
B. Representations thet the product in question, and its component parts, wers

merchantable when, in fact, they were not fit for the ordinary purpozes for

which such prochicts wers to bo uwed - EI‘E!LBUE&COMGDDE

$17.46(19), (Vemnon 1990)];
o8 memwnmmﬂmmmmm

Defeadant, when such faitore was intended to indnoe fhe consumer to purchase

the product - [TEX. BUS & COM. CODE §17.46(22), (Wernon 1990)1;

The above acts and/or omissions of Defendant wers a proximate canso of the
ocoymrence and of Plaintiff's $11,026 63 damugs 1o his real and personal property.

Pursuant to the common kow of Texos and o the various giniutes refarenced herein,
Defhﬂmthﬂnﬂ:hﬁdnﬂﬁﬁrmhﬂmﬂﬁ*hdmmhﬂuﬂmmﬂd
reasonable atlomney fees. _ '

WHEREFORE, PREMISES CONSIDERED, Plaintiff requests that Defendant be cited
to appeax and answer, sodl thet on final trial, Plaintiff have:

1. mmthemmtnmhnfﬂm
inirin jurisdictionsl limits of the Cé

r ijﬂmmmmmwumvﬁudbym
Costs of muit;




o Attornoy foos;
Such other and further rellef 10 which the ehe may be juatly

entitled.

Rospectfully sabumittad,

L LS EHE LTI PP PR

LAW QFFICES OF RICHARD B. GEIGER

1513-C West Sixth Street
Austin, Tersa 78703

(512) 320-8844 - Telephooe
(512) 320-8354 - Facalmile

Richard B. Geiger
State Bar No. 07791980

Erit Peters
Stnte Bar No. 00791432

ATTORNEY FOR PLAINTIFFS

—_—
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= Fire Investigation & Reouins Evaluation 483 21005
| P.O. Box 154085 RECeTIrn,
corY Trving, Toas 750154086 e
(214) 254-2075 Pager (214) 908-7245 AUGRS L5
FAX (214) 253-1583 VICTORIA &
Angust 19, 1996
- %.LLE#150BB%
First Report
CLIENT: V. I. Harper, II
State Farm Insurance Companies
P. O. Box 270550
Corpus Christi, Texas 78427

@ ) "o I

INSURED VEHICLE: 1992 Ford Crown Victoris
VIN: 2FACPT3WENX 155263

' DATY, OF FIRE: /10196
oucrs
CLAIMA#: I

mmhmhnmmmnd-um any othver pacacn, cORpASY
or agancy MIUST be spproved by tie oot or covered by spplicsble disciewmps Laowe.
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ASSIGNMENT

This assignment was received July 15, 1996 at 1:16 p.m. via FAX from Property
Claim Trainer Michael Huck with instructions to condnct a vehicls firo canae
examination. [nvestigation commenced 8/14/96.

- ENCLOSURES
1. 29 vehicle photographs

The rizsk is a dark blue, 1992 Ford Crown Victoria, four door sedan bearing
Texas license plate PCW-68Z. The vehicls idenoficaion number i3
2FACP73W6INX155863. The car is powered by a large displacement, fsel injected,
V-8 motor and awtomatic tramsmission. It is equipped with power steering, power
brakes, electric door locks and windows, dash mounted radio, cruise control and all
ssazon heating and air conditioning. All four tires and simulated wire wheel
hubcaps were still on the vehicle. The body was straight and I saw no evidence of
prior collition damage. According to the odometer, thers were 58,865 miles on the
car.

YEHICLE EXAMINATION
. NOTE: A# references o sides and corners are made as if you were sitting in ihe driver's seat,

ERB2-830 29338
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tsomns = I
A vehicle fire canse examinstion was conducted on Wednesday, 8/14/96
commencing at 12:45 p.m. at the Ingyrance Auto Auctions storage mmd sale- faciltiy,
4701 Agnes Street, Corpus Christ, Texas. The risk was photographed apd
disgrammed ot that time. Thers were no adverso conditions or apprediable

alterations to the car, tharefore, & true and acourate firs cause determinstion was
- posaible. I wes the only person present during this portion of the irrvestigation,

From an exterior examindtion it was almost impossible to tefl a fire had occurred. :
None of the exterior paint was buraed or blistersd and all window glass was aiill :
intact. Once the hood was reised, & minor amount of paint damage and heat stress

was prefemt on the vnderzide, near the right front corner (phots #7),

oty L

Even with the hood open it was difficult to toll a fire had cccurred mntil some
- significant burning to the right front imer faxier well was noted (photo #8). This o
.\) corresponds with the damaged paint and heat stress to the underaide of the hood. :
Virtually all combustibles, including hoses, belts, plastic parts aod wiring :
ingulation, were still intact. This was especially true on the l=ft side of the engina 1
compartment whers ne bumaing was noted to suy of the various compoments [

{photo # 9).

I

' |

The left sida was the area where the rubber foel lines amd quick-connectors were :

routed. They were attached to the fuel rail on the laft side of the motor arid bhad :

ohviously not received any fire damage (photo #10). It bas been my expecience that ;

fires caused by mn elecirical defect or maifinction are much more centralized then ;

those involvitig flammable or combustible liquids. Even the five damage on the
right side of the V-8 motor was mimimel (phote #11).

All of the burning was clearly localizad to the extreme, right. front comer of the
ongine compeartment (photo #12). The twelve volt battery. had beem remowved prior
to my examination but I did not see dny localized tamning to the bettery tray or
negrhy sheoet metal (photo #13). The most intense burning was clesly localized
-around the: forward end of an electrical block and fuse panel. 1 did see that cae of
the bare wires had became imattached from a fitting or connection, (photo #14).

- The wires were closely examined; however, I did not see sny evidence of arcing or ;‘
. - shorting on the bare copper conductors. The seperated and i the only svidence of ' ¢

. |" o )
| Eme-d2S 22
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separation poisibly due to an arc or short circuit A check of a repair mamual :
indicated the correct nems for the elactriical block/fuse panel was tha “clectrical i
d:mhﬂmbax"nhadappmbrbmboMtuﬂmhmxhﬂrmﬂuﬂm !
mounting studs and ouwts were still attached (photo #15). ?

When the slectrical distribution box was picked up and more clossly examined, T
saw an cyolet, solderiess torminal, attached to a large elactrical lug, was the arce
where the separated wire had been connected {photo #16). The imterior of the
electrical distribution box also exhibited fairly heavy fire damege (phato #18).

Onge the fuse box cover was removed, it wag evident the only fire dewage was to
two of the large fuses on the rear of the panel (photo #19). The bottom cover was
removed from the electrical distribution box at which time I noted an interior cover
. was bumed approximately half way off (photo #20). The burning io the underside
nfﬂmcnu:pmmtwuduﬂylocahzedmﬂtﬁmdammmlhmeofﬂum

i J (sbota #21).

A check of the fise panel revaaled two of the blade type fuses had blown. In this :
instance, tha shart circult was sufficient to “weld or bond™ one of the fise legs to :
&amﬂmﬁwﬁuammmﬂmmmm . E
to-cach ons {photos #23 & 24). ]

hﬂwmmofﬁaplnﬂcmmﬂ;emﬂ&:ﬁbuﬂmﬂnekmmm

tanning was noted to the base of the fhse receptacles. This is clemly internal, . 3
.- localized heating coming from a wire or connoction on the power distribution box '

In this instance, I feel an are or spark ocourred berween the wire atached to the
electrical lug with the eyslet, sclderfess, terminal (photo #29). The following
conceptual diagram shows the engine compariment of the risk, the location of the
pnwurﬁ:ﬁbuﬂonboxmdﬂm:pmﬁcmwhuthﬁnmm




Based on physical evidence remaining on the vehicls and information obtainad
from various sources, it is my opinion this was an accidentnl fire. It octurred from
an unspecified defect or malfunction which caused an overheating condition within
the wiring or connections in the electrical distribution box.

COMMENTS

With the completion of my investigation, I foeel the cause of this fire has been wejl
docwmentsd. The minor amount of burning is clearly centered arumd the power
distribution box and the arca where the wire came off the solderless wrminal could
have camsed resistance heating or a short circwit. Although thiz car was
approximately four years old, it appeared to be in very good shape and [ saw no
evidence of abuse, negloact, slterations or nop-OEM parts, If the electrical system
specifically the power distribution box, has not been worked on then whatever
caased this fire wag built into the car at the assembly plant.

Although no additicnal investigation is anticipated, [ am leaving this file open for
30 days to allow you mufficient time for review and evaation. If either yowrself or
Mr, Huck bave my firther instructions, questions or information, please foel free to
call at enytime. As always, I can be contacted through my Irving, Texas office or
my digital pager.

Respectfully Subemiteed,




10.
Ll
C1A
13.
14,
15.
16
17

18.

PHOTOGRAPHS
Front of fire dmaad 1992 Ford Crown Vickoria.
Right front corner of imvalved vehicle,
Right rear comer of involved vehicle.

_ Lofk roar comer of involved vehicle.

Left front corner of involved vehicle.

Undamaged peint on exterior sarface of the hood.

Minor damage and heat stress on right front corer of hood.

Fire damage in engine comipartment and to V-8 motor,
Undamaged combustible components on left side of V-8 motor.
Close wp of fhel supply hoses and quick-connectors.
Burning on right side of V-8 motor,

Lnolated fire damage in right front coener of sngine comypactment.
Isolated fire demage in right front corner of engine compertmyant.
Burning to slectrical distribution box. NOTE separated end of wirs,
Sida of electrical distribution box and mouating stods,

End of solderless torminal where wirs had been conpected.

Fire dampaged wires within ares of origin.
mmuipofbmnmhnidnwhuﬁmm

TR TRTLLT T e 2e ey Ll > "

——— .




- T
S
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PHOTOGRAFPHS

19. Fire demsge to fises in elactrical distribution b

20. Burning to lower cover on electrical distribution box. -

21. mmmmﬂmmm

22. Buming to under side of electrical distribamtion box. NOTE loose wire was
replaced in approximate ares prior to fire.

73. Blown and damsged fuse.

24. Blown and damaged fisse.

23, Closo up of damnge to fases in clectrical distibution box.
26. Localized burming to aed of slectrical distribution box.
27. Localized burning to end of electrical distribution box.
28, Interngl burning in lsctrical distribution box.
29. Internal burcing to slectrical distribution box.
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> b .

PHOTOGRAPHS
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PHOTOGRAPHS
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PHOTOGRAPHS

No. 13

Na. 14
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PHOTOGRAPHS
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PHOTOGRAPHS

No. 17

No. 18
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PHOTOGRAPHS

No. 18
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PHOTOGRAPHS

No. 21

No. 22




No. 23
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No. 25

No. 26
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TO THE HONORADLE JUDGE OF SAID COURT: ig‘f
. -

comE NoW N - N - P ainci55) and file this Qriging]

Petition againat Ford Motar Company ("Defendant™ wod for cause would show the following:

1.
EARTIES

Plaintiffs rre individuals residing in the State of Texss,
Defendant is a compeny duly licensed and doing business in the State of Texna. It may
be served through its regisireed agent for service of procegs, CT Corpotation Syatems; 350
North 5t Paul Street, Dallas, TX 75201,
| S
BACRCGROUND FACTS
On June 10, 1996, Plelntiffs’ 1992 Ford Crown Viotoria caught fire due to 3 defect or
mistfigaction camring &n overheating condition within the wiring or consections in the electrical
distribution box. As a result of this, Plaintiffs sustained $11,026.63 in damagea
I )
DEFECIIVE PRODUCT -
At the time of thir ocourenes, Defondsnt was engeged in the business of deslgring,

mamsfacturing and marketing sutomcbiles, inehuding the one made the basis of this claim, for

i.
L

!
I
[
i
i
'
:
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.ﬂEREﬂTﬁTEMENI (SECOND) OF TORTS for misvepressnting that the prodoct was safi
the charmotes o qoality of the astomobile. Plaintiff wonld show that ha relied on thess

" oecmmencs syt of Plalmiff*s deneges.

anluhn;ﬂﬁ:r;nehymmnhu;nfﬂu-gmﬂmﬂhPthEWHMthtﬂm
automobile in question (V.LN. 2PACPTIWGNX155863) was defictive and unsafe for its
imtended purposes nt the time it feft the contral of Defendant, in that it was defectively
designed md/or mamifactored in a manner which made the product unreasonably and
inherently dangsrous, Plaintiff would firther show that the aulomobile in question was
defeotively masketed by Defendunt in that Defendant failed to ndequately warn or Instruot
consumers, inchuding Plaintiff, of the dangors associatod wikh the product.

Iv.
SIRICT PRODUCT LIABILATY

Plointiff invokes tha dactrine of strict lisbility, Secticn 4024, RESTATEMENT
(SECOND) OF TORTS, as ndopied by the Supreme Court of Toxns Plaintiff alleges thnt
Defendant is strictly lisble for designing, manufictwring and merketing the sntomobile intn the 5
stream of commexce when the product was unreasonahly dangeroms. The defective dealgn,
masnfacture and/or marketing of the atomobile was the proximats cause of the cocTece.
aud of Plaintif’s damages. | s

Plaiatiff would furthor show thet Defendant is strictly lisble to Plaintiff under 402B of -’

snd without d=fect. These representations wers falpe and involved s material fart concaming
represeniations and that Defendmt's miseprescntations were the proximate cause of the

V.
NEGELIGENCE

Plaintiff allepes that Defendmnt was negligent in the design, manfacture and/or




.
.t
oL

L
i

L

Imarketing of the syiomobile, in that Defendant knew; or-in the exercise of ardinary care,
should bave known, thet the autormobile wan defoctive and unresscaably dangesoua o ultimatc
conmuers. Plaintiff would show that Defendant’s negligetit acts endfor omissions wore the

- proximate cange of the ocourrence and of Plaimiffs damages.

V1.
RER IPSA LOOUTTUR

In that altermstive, Plaintiff would forther show that he caunot more specifically allogs ‘
the specific acts of nogligent deslgn and menufacrare on the part of Defendent, for the ressom :
that the facts in that regan are peculiarty within the knowledge of Defendant, and in the :
evert Plaintiff is unable to prove specific nots of neglipent design and menufacture, Plaintiff
relieq on the dootrine of res jpsa loguite, In this connection, Plalntiff will show that the
dealgn knd mannfastare of the sutumolbile were within the exclusive sonttl of Defendent
Plaiutif¥ bad no meens of ascertaining the metkod or maxner fu which the smomobile Whs
designed or mamiuctured by Defeadant. Plaintiff would show that the produst cemse info bis
possession in the same condition it wne in when it left the control of Defendant. The
oocurrence causing hann io Plaintiff was ons which, in the ordinery course of events, wonld
mot bave occutred without negligencs on the part of Defendant, PlantifF would show tat g
Defendant” negligent aots andior occissions were the proximate cavse of Plaintifi’s damages.

Wﬂmmmww&mﬂﬂymﬂhﬂwwﬂn
that the mtomohile was of merchaptable quality and was safe and fit for the purpopes

imbencient when used under ondinary conditions and in en ordisary mannes. Plaiu:lﬂ'wnuld

MMWMﬁMWMﬂHMWuﬁHm 1.
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et RRTLTT eet e Pl R rlimdeaRet w8 ATk Cpecdm RS ed e s peae s ge s —z v e e ema . . e m A e S matme mee el e R

mdan'Llinﬂﬂ;sm TEX. BUS. & COM. CODE Sec. 2.314 - 2315, Sec. 17.50
(a)2), (Varnon 1989). Pluintiff would further show that Defendant is Beble for all attornoy
fec's pursaant to §38.001 of the Toxaa Civil Practice & Remadies Code.

IECEFTIVE TRA

Plaintiff would show that Defendant is also lishle for vielatisns of the Texns Deceptive
Mhﬂﬁmmmhﬁmﬁmmmﬂ"}.m
A. Represeniations thut the product in question, atdd its component parts, possesaad
gualities, characteclatics, naes s benefits which they did aot poasess - {TEX.
BUB & COM. CODE §17.46(5), (Vemon 1990));
B. Repressntations thet the product in question, and its component perts, were
merchantable when, in fact, they were not fit for the ocdinary purposes for
which sich products were to be used - [TEX, BUS & COM. CODE
§17.46(19), (Vemon 1990));
C. Falling to discloss Information conceming dangers of the mucmoblle known to
Defandant; whem such failure was itended v induce the sonsumer to -
tha product - {TEX. BUS & COM. CODE §17.46{22), (Vernon 1990)];
~ The above acts and/or omibeions of Defendant were a proximate canse of the
oumnmamdof?hinﬁﬂ'sﬂl,ﬂlﬁ.ﬁ!dmgotuhismﬂunﬁpumﬂpmm.
Pursumnt to the comman law of Texan and to the various statutes referenced herein,
Defendsnt in liabla to Plaintiff for sctusl and treble demages, intorest, court costs, and
reasonable attorney fosa.
WHEREFORE, PREMISES CONSIDERED, Flaintiff requosts that Defendmnt be cited

-to Bppesr snd anwvwer, and that oo final tisd, Plaintiff have:

1, Tudgment against e defondant for & rum in excms of the
minimum jurisdictional Hmits of the Court;

2. Pre-judgment iuterest and post-jodgment interest a3 provided by law,
3. Costs of mult;

LU




4 Attomey feem:
3. Smhuﬂuandﬁlrﬂlumhufmwﬂchﬁ:lhnmljb:;mﬂy
entitied.
Reapectiially sobmitted,
LAW OFFICES OF RICHARD B. GEIGER
1513-C West Sixth Strect

Anatin, Texas 78703

(512] 320-8844 - Telephone
20-8654 - Facsinile

v Yool ey [off

'Smﬂatﬂn.ﬂﬂﬂlm

Erik Paters
State Bar No. 00791432

ATTORNEY FOR. PLAINTIFFS
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Fire Investigation & Remains Evaluation
P.O. Box 154086 RErEn

©©[l-:l'5)V Irving, Texas 75015-4086

(214) 254-2075 Pager (214) 909-7245 AUG 235 5
FAX (214) 253-1583 VIGTORA oo |

Augnst 19, 1996
LLLL#150BB%

First Report
CLIENT: V. J. Harper, I : |
State Farm Insurance Companies :

P.0. Bax 270550
Corpus Chnisti, Toxas 78427

| R

INSURED VEHICLE: 1992 Ford Crown Victoria
' VIN: 2FACPTIWGENX155863

DATE OF FIRE: 6/10/96 _ |

POLICY #: I

CLAM#: I

.....

_ . : This report ls prepared for the abova named cliest Releage to axy other person, compamy
.. | ' ar agancy MUST be approwed by the ient ar oqvered by appticabte discloes s, J, e




» My

ASSIGNMENT
This assignment was received July [5, [996 at 1:16 p.m. via FAX from Property

{Claim Trainer Michael Huck with instucdions to conduct a vehicle fire cause
examination. [nvestigation commenced 8/14/96,

ENCLOSURES

1. 29 vehicle photographs

The risk i5 a dark blue, 1992 Ford Crown Victoria, four door sedan bearing
Texas license plate PCW-68Z. The vehicle ideotification number 1is
2FACP73WGNX155863. The car is powered by a large displacement, fuel injected,
V-3 motor and antomatic transmission. It is equipped with power steering, power
brakes. electric door locks and windows, dash mounted radio, aruise control and all
season heating and air conditioning. All four tires and simulated wire wheel
hubcaps were stll on the vehicle. The body was straight and [ saw no evidence of
prier collision damage. According to the odometer, there were 58,865 miles on the
car. .

K VATION

NOTE: A#f references to sides and cormers are made as if you were sitting in the driver s se.

RRE2-828 20383
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A vehicle fire cause examinabtion was comducted on Wednesday, 8/14/96
commencing at 12:45 p.m, at the [nsurance Auto Auctions storage and sale facility,
4701 Agmes Street, Coapus Christi, Texas. The risk was photegrapbed and
diagrammed at that time. There were no adverse conditions or appreciable
alterations to the car; therefore, a ttue and acourate fire cause determination was
possible. I was the only person present during this portion of the investigation

From an exterior exsmination it was almost impoessible to tell a fire had ocourred.
None of the exterior paint was burned or blistéred and all window glass was siill
intact. Once the hood was mised, a minar amount of paint demage and hest stress
wns present on the wklerside, near the right front corner (photo ¥7).

Even with-the hood open it was difficult o tell a fire had occurred wmtl some
significant burning to the right front inner fender well was noted (photo #8). This
corresponds with the damaged paintandhmatressmth:undarsideufﬂlehmd.
Virtually all combustbles, including hoses, belts, plastic parts end wiring
insulation, were still intect. Thiz was especially true on the left side of the engine
compariment where no buming was goted to any of the various components
{photo # 9).

The left side was the area where the rubber fuel lines and quick-connéctors. were
routed. They were attached to the fus! rail on the [eft side of the motor and had
obviously not received ruy fire damage (phote #10). Tt has been oty experience that
fires cansed by an electrical defact or malfunction: are much more centralized then
thase involving flammable or combustible iquids. Even the fire damage on the
right side of the V-8 motor was miniral (photo #11).

All of the burning was clearly localized tw the extreme, right froat corper of the
epgine compartment (photo #12). The twelve voit battery had been removed prior
to my cxaminaticn but { did oot see any localized burning o the battary tray or
nearby sheet metai (photo #13). The most intense burning was cleary localizad
around the forward end of an electrical block and fuse panel. 1'did sec that one of
the bare wires had hecame unatiached from a ftting or cénnection (phato #14).

ﬁawimswnenlmlyexmﬁmd:hnwer.lﬁdmtseumyoﬁdmmofﬁsingm
shorting ori the bare copper conductors. The separated end is the only svidence of

A L
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separation possibly due to an arc or short circuit. A check of a repair mamal
indicated the correct name for the electrical block/fuse panel was the “slecizical
distribution bax™. It had spparently been bolted to the inner fender well as the
mounting studs and mits were still attached {photo #15).

When the clactrical distribution box was picked up and mors closely examined, I
saw an eyolet, golderless terminal, antached to a large electrical lug, was the mea

" whers the separated wire had bsen comnected {photo #16). The interior of the

ekectrical distribution box also exhibited frirty heavy firs damage (photo #18).

Once the fuse box cover was removed, it was evident the only fire demage was to

two of the large fuses on the rear of the panel (photo #19). The bottom cover was
removed from the electrical distribution hox st which time I notsd an interior cover
was bumnex approximately haif way off (photo #20). The burning to the undersida
of the component wag clearly localized with fire damage to three of the wires
(photo #21).

A check of the fuse panel revealed two of the blade type fuses had blown, In this
instance, the short circuit was, sufficient to “weld or bond” one of the fisse logs to

the mounting slot. These fuses were removed which confirmed the heavy dameage

to sach one (photos #23 & 24).

After more of the plasiic case, on the power distribution block, was removed,
burning was noted to the base of the fuse receptacles. This is clearly internal,
localized heating coming from a wire or connection on the power dismibition box.
In this instarice, I feel an arc or spark occurred betwesn the wire attached to the
electrical lug with the syelet, solderless, terminal (photo #29). The fllowing
conceptual diagram shows the engine comparument of the risk, the location of the

pawer distribution box and the specific area whers the fire originated.
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Baged on physical evidence remgining on the vehicle and information obtained
from various sources, it is my opinion this was an accidental fire. [t ogcurred from
an vnspecified defect or malfiinction which caused an overheating comdition within
the wiring or connections in the electrical distribution box.

COMMENTS

With the completion of my investigation, [ feel the cause of thiz fire has beea well
documentad. The minor emount of burning is clearly centered sround the power
distribution box and the evea where the wire came off the sclderless tevminal could
have cansed resistamce heating or a short circit. Although this car was
approximately four years old, it eppeared to be in very good shape and I saw no
evidence of abuse, neglect, alterations or non-OEM parts. If the electricel system,
specifically the power dasiribution box, has not been worked on then whatever
canged this fire was built into the car at the assembly plant,

Although no additional investigation is anticipated, [ am leaving this file open for
30 days to allow you sufficient time for review and evaluation, If either yourself or
Mr. Huck have eny firther instructions, questions or information, please feel firee to
call at anytime. As shways, [ can be contacted through my Irving, Texas office or
iy digital pager.

Rhspmtﬁ:lly Submittad,

Z; BI:-'snn. FEI

For the Firm

Enclosures

BRE/db
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PHOTOGRAPHS

1. Froat of fire damaged 1992 Ford Crown Victoria.
2. Right front comer of invelved vehicle.

3 _Righlmurc-nnm‘ufinmlwdwhicle.

4. Laft rear corner of invelved vehicls,

5. Left front corner of involved vehicle.

6. Undamaged paint an exterior surfacs of the hood.

7. Minor damage and heat stress on right front comer of hood.
8, Fire damage in engine compartment and to V-8 moter.

9. Undamaged combustible components on left side of V-8 motor.

10. Close up of fuel supply hoses and quick-connectors,

11. Buming o right side of V-§ mator.

12. Isolated fire damage in right front corner of engins compartment,
i3. Isolated fire damage in right fron¢ corner of engine compartment.
14. Burning to electrical distribution box. NOTE separated end of wirt.
- 18. Side of electrical distribution box and mounting studs.

16. End of soldetless terminal where wire had been connected.

{7, Fire damaged wires wﬂhm area of origin.

18. Close up of burning inside distribution bex. r
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19.
20.
21
22,

23,

24,

26.
27.
28.

25.

AR
- ELR
6 I
PHOTOGRAPHS
Fire damage to fuses in electrical distribution box.
Burning to lowsr cover on clectrical distribution box
Burning to under side of electrical distribution box.

Burning to under side of electrical distribution box. NOTE loose wire was
repleced in approxnmate area prior to fire. '

Blown and damaged fuse,
Blown and damaged fuse.

. Closa up of damage to fuses in electrical distribution box.

Localized burning to end of electrical distribution box.
Localizod buring to end of elostrical distribution box.
Internal burning in electrical distributionbox.
Intermal burning to electrical distribution box.
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FORD MOTOR COMPANY
Defoadmt
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ORIGINAL PETITION Zalt 3 T
f‘:’a—'.‘u" e “d

TO THE HONORABLE JUDGE OF SAID COURT: _ B e

M

Petition sgainst Ford Motor Company ("Defendant™) and for camse would show the following:

L
PARTIES

:’ } Plaintiffs are individuals residing in the State of Texas.
" Defendant ia a company duly licsnsed aud doing business in the State of Texna, It may
be served through its registered agent for service of process, CT Corporation Systerms, 350
North: St. Paul Street, Dullas, TX 75201
H.

BACKGROUND FACTS

On Jupe 10, 1996, Plaintiffs" 1992 Ford Crown Victoris canght fire due to a defoet or
* malfunction cemying an overhesting condition within the wiring or commections in the electrical

distribution box. As a resalt of this, Plaintiffs sustained $11,026.63 in damages.
| | II.
_ DEFECTIVE PRODUCT

{N) : Attheﬁmnfﬂﬁ:mﬂqudmtmmged_inthehwgfdum

.mamufacturing and marketing amomobiles, including the one made the basls of thia claim, for 3
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|

salo to s for e by miembers of the gensral public, PlaintfF would show that the
antomohile in question (V.LN. 2FACPTIWONX155863) was defective and unsafe for it
intended purposes at the time it lsft the conirol of Defendant, in that it was defoctively
degigned and/or manufectured in & memer which made the product urmeascnebly and
defoctively marketed by Defandant in that Defendant failed to Kisquately warn or instruct

IV. o . i
STRICT PRODUCT LIABILITY

Plaintiff invokes the dootrine of strict liability, Section 402A, RESTATEMENT
(SECOND) OF TORTS, ap adopted by the Supreme Court of Texas. Plaintiff alloges that
Defendant is strictly liable for designing, manafacturing and marketing the automobdle into the
mmofmmmmwheuﬂtmducfcmmmﬂrdmu. The defectiva design,
mmﬁcmadfmmkeﬂngnfﬂ:euﬂmﬁlemﬁepmxhnkmufhm
and of Plaintiff's damages. -

‘ Plaintiff would further show that Defendant iz strictly lisble to Plaintiff wvoder 4025 of =
mmrawgémwmrsmwgmmmmm
and without defect. These reprosentatinnx were false and invelved & material fact conceming

_ &EMNquﬂityufthc'aummubﬂ:. Plwintiff wold show thet be relied on these
. I
_ represertations and that Defepdant’s misrepresemintions were the proxdmate cause of the é

peeurrence and of Plaintiff's damages. i

V. : . P
NEGLIGENCE :

- wﬂmmmmmmhmmmm

TUTRATDILY T




mmn}ufd{eammhiﬁmmm.mmmmufmmm,
should have known, thar the automobile was defctive and unrensonably dangerous to ultimate
consumers. Plaiotiff would show that Defendant™s negligent acts and/or omissiona wery the -
proximate cause of the occurrence and of Plaintiff*s damages,

VI
RES IPSA LOOQUFTUR,

In that alternative, Plalntiff would firther show thet he cannot mare specifically allsge
the specific acts of nogligent design and menufecture on the part of Defendaot, for the reason
thut the facts in that regard are poculiarly within the knowiledge of Defendant, and in the
event Plalntff is unebls & prove specific acts of negligent design and manwfacturs, Plaintiff
relies on the doctelne of res ipta loquitur. In this conncetion, Plaintiff will show that the
design end manufacture of the atomobile were within the exclusive control of Defendant,

* Platntiff had oo means of ascertwiming the method or mammer in which the automobils was

designed or manufactured by Defendant.  Plaintiff would show thet the product came into his
poasession in the same condition it was in when it feft the control of Defendant. The
oteurtence catning harm to Plaintiff was one which, in the ordlinary course of events, would

FEEN I

not have oocurred without negligence on the prt of Defendant. Plaintiff would show that ‘
Defendant’ negligent acts and/or amissions were the proximats cause of Flaintif"a damages. ':
' VIL |

Plaintiff further allegen that Defendant cxpressly and implicdly warrented to the public :

‘that the artomobile was of merchanable qualify and wes safo and it for the puposss l'
intended when uaed under ordinary conditions and in wn ordinary mammer, Plaintiff would I
show that Dicfendant’ breach of these warrenties were the proximate cause of the occumence
b

| .
| meremoe
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-ﬂan'iﬁnﬁE:ndm TEX, BUS. & COM. CODE Sec. 2.314 - 2.315, Sec. 17.50
{a}(2), (Vornon 1989). Plaintiff would furthar show that Defendnt is linble for all attarney
fee’s pursuant io §38.001 of the Texas Civil Practice & Remedies Code,

Plaimiff would show that Defendant in also lisble for viglations of the Texas Deceptive

Trade Practices and Consmmer Prodection Act ("DTPA"), Indluding:

A. Represcptations thet the product in guestion, and iz component partz, possessed
qualities, characteristics, uses and benefits which they did not pomess - [TEX.
BUS & COM. CODE §17.46(5), (Vamon 1990)]; |

B. Representations that the product in question, and its companant parts, were
mexchantable whan, & fact, they were not fit for the ondinwry purposes for
which such products were to be used - [TEX. BUS & COM. CODE
§17.46(19), (Vernen 1990)]; ' '

C. Failing to disclnse information concerning dangand of the antomobile powa
Defendant, when such failure was intended o induce the conmamer to purchase
the product - [TEX. BUS & COM. CODE §17.456(22), {Vernon 1990}];

The above acts and/or omisslons of Defemdent were o proximate ceuse of the
muﬂufﬂﬂnﬁﬁ’sﬂf.ﬂﬂﬁ.ﬁmmhiumﬂmdmlnm.
. Purmant to the common law of Texas sod o the variouns statutes eafarensed herein,

Defenclant is ligbls to Plsintief for actoal and treble demages, interost, court sosts, and
reasonable atiorney fees. !

WHEREFORE, PREMISES CONSIDERED, Plaintif requests that Defendant bo citsd
# gppear and snawer, asd that on fing? triss, Plaintiff have: '

L. Fodgmient sgatrs the defendant for 2 smm in excess of the
makalmurn jurisdistonsd limbts of the Cott,

2, ﬁ&jdg@hwmﬂwim“mbm
3. Costs of sit; |
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5. Such other and further relief to which the ahs mny be justly
entithed.
Respectfully submitted,
LAW OFFICES OF RICHARD B. GEIGER
1513-C Weat Sixth Strest
Autin, Taxas 78703

(51Z) 320-8844 - Tolephooe
{51 8854 - Facsimile

By: é f Mf 5
Richurd B. Gelger
State Bar No. 07791980

Frik Paters
State Ber No. 00791432

-[’ ) ATTORNEY FOR PLAINTIFFS
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