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ODI RESUMEfew
U S. Department
of Transportation INVESTIGATION: PE 02-035 DATE CLOSED: October 22,2002

National Highway 
SUBJECT: Brake/Accelerator Pedal Separation

Traffic Safety 
PROMPTED BY: Owner Reports / IE02-008

Administration 
INVESTIGATOR. Xak

Nomny-MANUFACTURER: Ford Motor Company
MODEL(S): Taurus/Sable with adjustable brake and accelerator pedals
MODEL YEAR(S): 2000-2002 (May 3, 1999 through September 14, 2001 build period)
VEHICLE POPULATION: 369,614

PROBLEM DESCRIPTION: Brake and accelerator pedals are too close together, laterally.

FAILURE REPORT SUMMARY

ODI MFR TOTAL
COMPLAINTS: 53* 95 148
CRASHES: 14** 18 32
INJ CRASHES: 0 2 2
# INJURIES: 0 2 2
FAT CRASHES 0*** 0 0

Each ODI complaint alleges multiple instances of unintended throttle application while braking,

One of the owners :eporting that the brake pedal is too close to the accelerator, claims that her 2001 Sable (built

in September, 2002) was crashed three times between May and October, 2001 allegedly when the accelerator pedal was

inadvertently pressed while depressing the brake pedal to stop. Each instance involved a different driver, and the third
occurred on October 31, 2001 while a Ford dealership mechanic was driving the vehicle into a service bay.

ODI is aware of a fatal crash involving two vehicles occurring on April 7, 2002 near Sylva, North Carolina where
inadequate pedal separation had been alleged. A 2000 Taurus (built August 30, 2000 with adjustable control pedals)
allegedly failed to stop at a controlled intersection and was struck in the side by 1997 Mazda. ODI inspected the Taurus and

found that the pedal cluster had been so damaged by crash forces that it was unable to determine how far apart the brake and
accelerator pedals were before the incident. Documentation related to ODI's inspection of the Taurus may be found in the

public file for this PE, captioned "April 2002 Fatal Crash."

ACTION: Ford is recalling all of the subject vehicles (ODI Recall # 02V-266, attached) to correct those with pedal separations
less than Ford's minimum specification. With Ford's recall, we are closing this

INVESTIGATOR:... DIV CHF: OFC DIR:

DATE: cto er 22. 2002 DATE: 10 Q _L DATE: 
0

SUMMARY: From May 3, 1999 (Job I for adjustable pedal-equipped Taurus/Sable models) until September 15, 2002, Ford
produced and sold subject vehicles with accelerator pedals closer to the brake pedal (laterally) than intended by the company.
This occurred because it failed to require that its supplier (Teleflex Incorporated) build its adjustable pedal assemblies with the
accelerator and brake pedal as far apart as intended (not less than 50mm in a no-load condition). Reports reviewed by ODI
indicate that this could result in unintended application of the accelerator while simultaneously pressing on the brake pedal.

Unlike "sudden acceleration" reports that refer to unintended, unexpected, high-power accelerations from a stationary position
where operators typically allege they were pressing on the brake pedal and the vehicle would not stop, here the vehicle is at a
travel speed when owners attempt to brake. Shortly before coming to a complete stop while pressing lightly on the brake pedal

(pulling into a parking space, for example) owners claim the engine speed would increase somewhat and that the vehicle would
then stop after it had traveled a few feet (e.g., ::5;10 feet) beyond the driver's intended stop point. Frequently, reporting owners
acknowledged they had unintentionally applied both the brake and accelerator pedals simultaneously during these events but
pointed to inadequate lateral separation between the brake and accelerator pedals as the underlying cause. 
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