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Background: By its Letter dated November 30, 2001, General Motors ( M) submitted notice that it would

initiate a safety recall to remedy a faulty multifunction switch (MFS) in the subject vehicles. The (MFS) is

mounted in the steering column and houses the controls for the turn signals, hazard lamps, wiper/wash

system, cruise control, and the high/low beam settings for the headlamps. Delphi manufactures subject

vehicle steering column assemblies for GM. The WS is a sub-assembly within the steering column and is

manufactured by Valeo who supplies it to Delphi for assembly into the steering column.
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INVESTIGATION: PEOI-032 DATE OPENED: Sept. 6, 2001

SUBJECT: Loss of Stop Lamp Illumination DATE CLOSED:,~o
PROMPTED BY: IEOI-045
PRINCIPAL ENGINEER: F. Borris

MANUFACTURER: General Motors
MODEL(S): Chevrolet Blazer, GMC Jimmy, Oldsmobile Bravada

MODEL YEAR(S): 2000-2001 Jimmy and Bravada; 2000-2002 Blazer

Note: The 2002 Blazer includes 325 units produced from 4/01 through 8/01 only)
VEHICLE POPULATION: 506,377
PROBLEM DESCRIPTION: The stop. and hazard lamps cease to illuminate.

FAILURE REPORT SUMMARY

ODI MANUFACTURER TOTAL

COMPLAINTS: 16 378 394

CRASHES: 0 2 2

INJURIES: 0 0 0

FATALS 0 0 0
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Defect Consequence: During normal use, the MFS may develop an open 
circuit in the bottom contact of the

hazard switch carrier resulting in inoperative stop lamps and rear hazard lamps. The CHMSL (Center High

Mounted Stop Lamp) and turn signals continue to function as designed; however, the lack of stop lamps and

rear hazard lamps could fail to warn following motorists that an affected vehicle is braking and/or stopped,

potentially leading to a crash.

Design Changes: Valeo made a change to the MFS in April 1999 at the end of Model Year (MY) 1999

production. In order to correct sneak circuit issues (unwanted contact pairings) which affected the retained

accessory power (RAP) functions in some MY 1998 and MY 1999 GM and Isuzu light trucks, one of the

three, triangular-shaped, contacts (contactor) in the hazard slider switch was modified (Figure 1). A

dimensional change was made to the bottom contactor of the hazard switch connector carrier relocating one

of three dimples to reduce over-travel between the dimples (sliding contacts) and the switch mating gridwork

(stationary contacts). For the start of MY 2000 production, the supplier implemented a material change from

copper to brass for the bottom contactor as a means of providing a differentiable color to reduce the

likelihood of misplacement of the modified contactor into one of the two adjacent positions (Figure 2).

Additionally, the switch lubricant was changed for the start of MY 2001 production from Berulub to Syntech
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