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What Happens What It Looks Like What Bicyclists Should Do

Bicyclist Comes From Alley or Driveway 

Often called a “midblock rideout,” this is 
the most frequent crash type for young 
riders and occurs soon after the bicyclist 
enters the roadway from a driveway, alley, 
or curb without slowing, stopping, or 
looking for traffic.  The bicyclist’s sudden 
entry leaves the motorist too little time to 
avoid a collision.

Always stop and look.

Look left-right-left for traffic 
before entering a roadway.

Bicyclist is Riding the Wrong Way

Motorists do not expect traffic to be 
approaching from the wrong direction.  
This creates a situation for a crash, which 
is the main reason why it is unlawful to 
ride facing traffic.

Go with the flow.

Always ride on the right side 
of the road, with traffic, just 
like cars do.  It’s the law.

Motorist Overtaking (Passing a Bicyclist)

This type of crash occurs because the 
motorist fails to see and react to the 
bicyclist until it is too late.  This type is 
more frequent at night, on narrow rural 
roads and often involves driver inattention 
and/or impaired driving.

Avoid riding at night.

Avoid dark conditions, narrow 
roads, and roads with highway 
speeds over 35 mph.  Use 
white front lights, red rear 
reflectors or lights, and special 
retro-reflective clothing if you 
must ride at night.

Bicyclist Makes Left Turn or Suddenly 
Swerves

The bicyclist swerves to the left without 
checking traffic or without signaling and 
moves into the path of an overtaking 
vehicle.  The motorist does not have time 
to avoid a collision.

Be predictable.

Always ride in a straight 
line.  When preparing to 
change your lane position, 
look behind you and yield 
to overtaking traffic.  When 
making a turn, use the 
proper hand signal.

Failure to Obey Stop Signs

Also called “stop sign rideout,” this 
crash occurs when the bicyclist enters an 
intersection that is controlled by a traffic 
signal and collides with a motor vehicle 
approaching from an uncontrolled lane.  
The bicyclist fails to stop or slow before 
entering the intersection.  This dangerous 
action does not give the motorist enough 
time to avoid a collision

Obey all traffic signals and 
signs.

Watch for traffic signals.  
Walk your bicycle across busy 
intersections.

For more information on bicycle safety, visit the National Highway Traffic Safety Administration (NHTSA) Web 
site at: www.nhtsa.dot.gov
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NHTSA will develop more examples using this type of format as a handout for discussion.Then we will create a simulation based on the crash shown in the picture. Do you like this as is or have other suggestions?  




