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Safe Cars Save Lives: 
Drivers Should Check Their Vehicles Twice a Year
[City, State] — The U.S. Department of Transportation’s National Highway Traffic Safety Administration (NHTSA) is reminding drivers that Safe Cars Save Lives. NHTSA urges vehicle owners to check their vehicles for open recalls at least twice a year. In 2025 alone, there were 982 safety recalls affecting more than 35 million vehicles and other vehicle equipment in the United States. 	Comment by Author: Insert: City, State	Comment by Author: Option: You can include your state/location organization name too:
NHTSA and {State/Local Organization} urge...
	Comment by Author: Check: Before issuing this news release, check to see if 2025 recall numbers have been released at https://www.trafficsafetymarketing.gov/get-materials/vehicle-safety/recalls-safety-campaign 
“Checking for recalls is free, quick and easy,” said [Local Community Leader/Organization Spokesperson]. “We urge all vehicle owners to regularly, at least twice a year, take a few minutes to check for an open safety recall. Every vehicle recall is important and should be repaired immediately. The quick check will help keep you and others safe on the roadways.” 	Comment by Author: Before filling in the names of the organization and organization spokesperson, you must contact them for permission to use their names in this news release. Also, you must get their approval for the language of their quotations, and any changes or additions they may require. Only after this is done should you issue the news release.
Checking for Recalls Is Free and Easy
Drivers can go to NHTSA.gov/Recalls and use NHTSA’s Vehicle Identification Number (VIN) or License Plate Look-Up Tool to check for open recalls on their vehicles, car seats, tires and other vehicle equipment. While there, vehicle owners can sign up for Recall Alerts for future recalls via email. 
[bookmark: _Hlk184912360]Drivers can download NHTSA’s free SaferCar app to check for safety recalls — it’s available for iOS and Android. Once in the app, enter a vehicle’s VIN and NHTSA will send an alert if a safety recall is issued. The SaferCar app acts as a virtual garage by saving data on any vehicle or related equipment, like tires and car seats. SaferCar notifies the user of all related recalls, even directing them to local dealerships so they can make an appointment and get recalls fixed quickly for free. 
[bookmark: _Hlk210646913]Stay Aware of Recalls
Though manufacturers email and mail alerts and warnings, drivers should check for recalls at least twice a year. Millions of recalled vehicles go unrepaired every year, and this puts drivers, passengers and other road users at risk. In fact, some vehicle owners still need to get recalled air bags replaced as part of the largest vehicle recall in U.S. history, which has resulted in 28 total deaths and at least 400 people injured in the U.S.	Comment by Author: Check: For any updates go to https://www.nhtsa.gov/vehicle-safety/takata-recall-spotlight#faq-59856 
Report a Safety Problem
If a driver believes their vehicle may have a safety-related defect that isn’t part of a current recall, report the safety problem at NHTSA.gov or call the agency’s Vehicle Safety Hotline at 888-327-4236. Sometimes just one complaint is enough to trigger a safety recall.
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