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Bausley & Associates

Consuftants and Engineers
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February 12, 2001 ‘i:} L

Ms. Lourdes Schmids

Stage Farm Insurance Companies
8670 Argent Street

Santee, TA 92071

RE: | insured:

Claim Noe 55.8284.
D.C.L: 16T
BE AN BALZ04-1

Dear Mz, Schmidt:

This is an addendum to our report, BA1204 dated December 6, 2000 that comrects the summary of findings
of a vehicle inspection concerning the insured’s 1989 Cnevrolet Camaro. An inspection of the subject
vehicle was completad on Xovember 17, 2000 at Insurance Awto Auction, 13901 San Berpardino Avenue
Fortana, CA 905660. The original information given 1o Bausley & Associates was that the vehicle had two
different types of nearly new tires on the vehicle. It was later tearned that nearly new General tires are
mouwted on the Tront of the vehicle and a nearly new Dayton tire is mountsd on the left rear of the vehicle.
Since the idenrification of the outside of the right rear tire was scraped off as a result of the accident, the
assumption that the right rear tire was also a Dayton was incorrect. Further investigation has proved that
the subject right rear tire is in fact p Mohawk.

Lab tesis should be performed prior to legal action to determine the exact cause of the delamination of the .
tire thead from the innér cord layer.

We apologize for any inconvenience that this oversight might have caused you or State Farm Insurance
Companies,

R ly submitted:

David A. FnH:H, BCFE

Comnsyulam
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Bausley & Associates

Consultanis and Engineers
Tekephooe: 714-280-1107 Facwimile: T14-280-1451 E-mail: bamiberi@wassnet

Decamber 6, 20800

Ms. Lourdes Schinidt

State Farm Insurance Companies
8670 Argent Street

Santee, CA 92071

v e [

Claim No.:  55-85284.761
Dol 10-17-00
B&ANo.: BAIZM

Diear Ms. Schmidt:
This report summarizes the findings of a vehicle inspection at Insurance Auto Auction, 13901 San
Bemardino Avenue, Fontana, CA 90660. 1 performed my vehicle inspection November 17, 2000

and subsequently returned December 5, 2004 to remove and take mto custody the remamder of
the right rear tire (Dayton Daytona) with its wheel.

L OPER ION:

i. The insured’s vehicle is a 1989 Chevrolet Camaro, with license mumber 2MHN169
and with VIN: 1G1FP2154KL138684. A Department of Defense registration
sticker with number FBV 887 is on the fronk windshield. The odometer reading is
125,228 miles. The color of the velcle is blue {photos #1 through #5).

Il. SCOPE OF SERVICE:
We were requested to perform the following services:

B 193
¥O1E Enst Sarn Ama Cumyon Road, Swite LOD
Anaksio Hilks, CA 91508
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1. Inspect the vehicle and the failed tire.
2. Determine the cause of the tire failure.
3 Wnite a report of findings and conciusions.

1. OBSERVATIONS:

The vehicle appeared to be in good condition for a vehicle with 125,228 miles.

2, The three remaining tires appeared 1o be new. The mileage on the tire could not
be determined within the limited scope of this investigation. However, the mileage
is such that the very small pointed extrusions formed during the manufacturing
process of the tires were ot wom completely off the treads (photo #15). The
tread depth was measured using a tire tread depth gauge. The tread depth is 11/32
of an inch on the three remaining tires which &8 considered to be rather new and as
having very few miles in service (photos #13 and #15). The tread depth of the
brand new tire is generally 11/32 of an inch.

3 The front tires are a different brand, General, (photo #13 and #17) than the rear
tires, Dayton {photo #16). The front tires aze new and the left front tire appeared
to have been properly inflated and the right rear tire is deflated. The air pressure in
the Ieft tire was 30 pounds per square inch (PSI) at the time of this investigatios.
The passenger side fromt tire appears to have been deflated as a result of impact.
The tire appears to be undamaged and the wheel has scrape marks on the rm edge
(photo #13).

4, The nearly new rear tires are P215/65R.15 Dayton *Daytona™ (photo #16). The left
rear tire is inflated to 32 PSI at the time of this vestigation. The manufacturer
door sticker stipulates 30 PS[ for the front and rear tires based on the tire size of
P215/65R15 (photos #14, #15 and #16), Assuming that the rear tires were
installed at the same titne, mmthepresauembothrwtmsimuldhawbecn

. approximately the ssme.

5. The steel cord and the polyaramid inner layer of the passenger side rear tire appear
to have separated from the rubber tread compound and the tire bead is still sealed
1o the wheel. The bead is the seal that holds the tire onto the whesl and scals the
air within the tire of a tubeless tire (photos #6 through #11). Two possibilities of
the tread separation would include:

a. Separation from overheating caused by overloading, which no evidence was
observed of overloading, or under inflation.

b. Defective vulcanization during the manufacturing process.
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8. The observation by the highway pateol report states that the right rear tire was
mflaied all during the accident sequance. This is improbable sinee a hole,
approximately 15 inches long, is through the inner cord layer {photo #9).

7. The right rear quarter panel and the passenget door are damaged (photos #6 and
7).,
j IV. CONCLUSIONS & DISCUSSION:

L. Although a laboratory analysis was not performed on the remnants of the righi rear
Dayton Daytona tire, nonetheless after considering all the conditions and the
i evidence, it is my opinion that the tread separated from the inner cord layer before
the accident. Laboratory tests would be required to determine if the separation
was caused by improper vulcanization or if the tire was under inflated which would

generate heat, thus causing the separation.

The tire bead is still in the sealed position. The right rear quarter panel and the

passenger door have black rubber marks. These markings are typical of a tire

| tread separating fiom the inner core layer while the wheel is rotating. The air

pressure in the frent inflateqd tire was 30 P31 and the atr pressure in the rear

inflated tire was 32 PSI. The recommended tire pressure as stated on the

manufacturer door sticker is 30 PSI. The small rubber extrusions on the freads of

the rear Dayton Daytona tires ere not completely wom. The partial tread of the

i subject Dayton Daytona tire still has the rubber extrusions. Accordingly, the tires
have been in service for a short period of time and the presence of the rubber

extrusions on the partial tread of the right rear tite suggests the tire was properly

inflated.

2. Two possibilities exists that would cause the hole in the inper cord layer.

b. The hole developed at the time of the tread separation.

i ©* ¢ The brakes were applied and the right rear wheel locked up during the accident
sequence and thus, wore a hole through the inner cord layer.

V. CLOSING:

l We have completed the observations and testing for this project with the degree of skill
| and care ordinarily exercised by Engineers practicing in this and similar localities. No
h other warranty, expressed or implied is given regarding the conclusions or professional
| opinions given in this report.
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The scope of this report is limited to the matters expressly covered. This reportis
prepared for the sole benefit of State Farm Insurance Companies and may not be relicd
upon by any other person or entity withowt the written authorization.

In preparing this report, we have relied on information derived from secondary sources.
Except as set forth in this report, we have made no independent investigation as to the
accuracy of the information derived from sacondary sources, and have assemed that such
information is accurate and complete. More extensive studies may be performed to reduce
any inherent uncertaintiss.

All recommendations, findings and conclusions stated in this report are based upon facts
and circumstances, as they existed at the time that this report was prepared. A changein
any fuct or circumstance upon which this report is based may necessitate re-evaluation
and/or modification of the recommendations, findings and conclusions presented in this
Teport.

Shouki you require sny further assistance, information or ciarification, piease contact our office.
We appreciate the opportunity to provide this service.

levie bt s faad

David A. Farell, RCFE
Consultant

DAF/amh

Enclosure



