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- Another brand of Firestone tires is suspected of coming apart beneath drivers,
s causing deaths and injuties.
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L~ BRI The safety of Stesltex R4S and A/T light truck tires is being mvstigated, the
BIeroevas,  Nattomal Highway Traffic Safery Administration said Friday. The tres are
e blamed for at least 12 injunas and two deaths.
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The scrutiny focused on Firestone tires that were recalled in Ausust
»  apparently cansed a deluge of complaims about other trres, The agency
received 167 complaints aboul the Sieeltex tites in August and September.
Before Augusi, only two complaints had been made tince JTamary 1998,

Firestone's ATX, ATX T and Wilderness AT tires have been blumed for more

N than 100 dearls and prompeed » vohuniary recall of 6.5 million tires in the
i United States. _
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is an ali-tefrain tire with at "aggressive” tread, according 1o NHT'SA. Both
ere available in 13, 16 and 16.5 inch versians,

Neather Ford nor Firestone had immediate comment sbout the investigation,
GM spokesman Greg Martin told the Associated Press the cotnpany had "no
roports or any informanon that suggests any problems with these tires.”

Ford and Firestone are atready facing a congressional ingquiry wto why
problems with the Wilderness and ATX tires, which were standard on the
best=selling Ford Explorer, were not caught sooner.

The company's problerns are not lumited 1o the Unived States. On Friday, the
Venezuelan consumer agency, Indacu, demanded that the heads of Ford and
Firestone’s subsidiaries there meet with victitns of accidents to diseuss
compensation,

Failed Firestone tires have been biamed for 46 deaths in Venszoela. The two
companies are divided on what caused roliover problems in that country. Ford
has blamed trcad separation of Firestone's tires, whilc the tire maker has
blamed the desipn of Fond's Explorer.

Firestone is not the only tire maker ynder scrubiny by NHTS A, After a Sun-
Times report last month of more than 50 lawsuits alteging deaths and injunies
ceused by faiied tires made by Cooper Tire and Rubber Co., fedaral
investigators began a preliminary investigaton into alleged problems wiih
seme of that Ohio tire meker's brands.
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