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August 10, 2000

7.5, Department of Transportation

Mational Highway Traffic Safety Administration
Information Managemenr Staff NSA-10.01

400 79 Strest, SW

Washingien, D.C. 20590

Drear Sir or Madam.

This is to inform you of the details regarding my request for an investipation towards 2 recall. This
mformation is soncerning the Anti-Lock Braking system oo my 1909 Chevy Malibu, Plense see the
enclosed pictures 1o assist in the visvalization of the position of the component i question: the ABS
Wiring Harness. One picture shows the damaged ABS Witing Harness. The armow indicates where
the sleeve had wom through and allowed the wires o be exposed to the TV Boot. Once the wires
were cxpeosed to the OV Boot they 100 wore through and ceased to finction, at least one of them,

The other picture shows the new ABS Wiring Harness in its installed position. It is upright and well
protected by the wehicle frame and wheel arm. 1t is not likely to come into contact with any cbstacles
m the road, Anything of sufficiant height to reach and pull oo the hamess would be too tall to pass
under the wishbone of the suspension. Anything that would be flexible enough o not break wheo
passing under the wishbone would not be able to spring up and 2nag the harness due to the height of
the harmeéss and it2 tnmediate position behind and above the wishbone suspension. The two armows
indicate where the sleeve is in ils normal position and then where it came into contact with the O
Boot after {I came out of its normal installed position.

The ABS Wirng Harmess 18 00t 2 serviceable part yet it is mounted with a spring steel clip. The
comcetos is beld in place by prayity and the force of the spring steel, which can lessen with age and
weather. The ABS Wiring Harness is also the one exposed element of the anti-lock bralking sysiem
and vet its witing i5 enclosed by a mere cloth mesh eovering.

The issue at hand is ane of safety. If the ami-lock braking syster is compromized and rendered
inoperative the stepping behaviar of the vehicle is changed dramatically. The driver, who is used to
having noti-lock brakes, in expeeting a specific response when he uses the brakes in an emergency. If
thiy responss is wol theres the siluation can become exiltemely dangerous and unpredicisble. Bearing
this in mind the anti-lock braking system should be, and is for the mest part, designad for stability
and safery. The one sxception i the poar choice of materials and meatallation for the ARS Wiring
Harncss, The sysiern is only 28 dopendable as its weakcst point

The Barron Dealership Service Manager indicated that this wire commector is “not a senaceable part
and does not get moved or removed durny eny normal service of the vehicle aod that it probably pot
soagged on something in the road like 2 tree branch.” 1 don’t belicve that something in the road could
posaibly have cansed the ABS Wiring Harness to be pullad frorn its elipped location. It i3 far more
likely that the ABS Wiring Hamess clip was no longer sirong encugh to hold the harnesa to the
vehicle, This muay have been due to age, weather of poor desigs. This part should have been
desigood e be bulled inlo pusition and oot glipped.  This would assure a safe and ssoure ingtallation.
Furthermore, the cloth sleeve itself should have been wrapped with an outer metal mash sleeve 5o as
to be flexible bor extremely dorgble. In the event that the clip did fail the wires within the gleeve
would be far betior protected and for a longer period of timme. This would allew time for the sitvation
10 get noticed at a regmular service interval or during an oil change,

Please review the information I have presented and respond a8 soon az posaible,

Sincerely,
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