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1.1 million GM vehicles recalled e Ommee FOO -FEZ -BPES

Another 2.4 million will be eligitle for brake repairs
_ - FBCS S e
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By Dina EiBoghdady / Detroit News Washington Bureau .Mi - co i

WASHINGTON - General Motors Corp. will recali or repair 3.5 II’!Ii].]iDII trucks, spert-utilities and vans

with anti-lock brake problems, ending a five-vear safety investigation by federal ragulators.

M said Wednesday it will recall 1.1 million four-wheel-drive Chevrolet and GMC sport-utilities and
pickups from the 1991-1%96 model years because a faulty sensor switch fails to relay to the brake
sysiems when the vehicles are in two-wheel or four-wheel drive.

The defect can increase the chances of a collision by extending the braking time of those vchicles
anywhere from 10 percent to 30 percent, said Robert Lange, GM's engineering director for product
safety. .
GM also will repair fanliy brake system software in another 2.4 million two-wheel-drive trucks,
sport-utilities and vans. The cument software can diminish the effectiveness of anti-lock brakes by not
responding comectly when a vehicle™s Lires move from high-grip, low-grip and back Lo high-grip
surfaces under braking.

Problems tied to the software glitch are rarg, the automaker and safety regulators said.
The National Highway Traffic Safety Administration continues to investigate Chevrolet
and GMC Suburban sport-utilities from the 1992-1995 model years for anti-lock brake problems.

Anti-lock brakes are designed to give drivers more ¢ontrol during emnergency braking situations by
rapidly applying and unapplying the brakes, as quickly as 60 times a second. The system enables the
wheels to keep rolling, giving drivers steeting control, which is lost when wheels lock up.

For both the recall and repair campaigns, GM will netify owners by mail and fix the problem at no cost
to consumers, But in a recall, the automaker admits to a defect that they do not acknowledge in service

Tepairs.

GM’s action ends two of the longest investigation ever conducted by National Highway Traffic Safety o
Administration, which received about 19,900 complaints — including about 200 ¢rashes and 30D injuries
-- blamed on the GM bruke systems. No falalities were reported.

Kelsey-Hayes, now a unit of TRW Inc., manufactured most of the anti-lock brake systems at issue in the
investigation.
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GM Sets Recall of 3.5 Million Vehicles

Action Over Brake Defects In Pickup Trucks, SUVs Paired With Lesser Fix

The Wall Street Journal via Dow Jones
July 22, 19599
By Anna Wilde Mathews and Jeffrey Ball, Staff Reporters of The Wall Street Journal

Geperal Motors Corp. will recall 3.5 million light trucks, vans amL sport-utility vehicles because of
potential problems with their antilock brakes.

The action ends one of the federa) goverhment?s higgest safety-defect investigations. The vehicles
sometimes didn™ come 1o a stop as fast as drivers expected. ;

GM will recall 1.1 million GMC and Chevrolet four-wheel-drive!pickup trucks and 5UVs, model years
1991 through 1996, te fix a safety defect. Those models include the Chevy $-10 and GMC Sonoma
pickups and the the Chevy Blazer and GMC Jimmy SUVs. A saftty defeci is considered 2 serious
problern that can lead to accidents.

GM also will offer free repairs on 2.4 million vehicles from model years 1992 through 1996, including
certain two-wheeldrive Blazers, Jimmys, S-10s and Sonomas, as well as Chevrolet Astro vans, GMC
Safari vans and full-size G-vans. The National Highway Traffic Safery Administration characierized this
less-serious action as a service recall; GM said it wasn?t a recall, but rather a "special policy."

The four-wheel-drive trucks and SUVs contain a safety defect in a brake-sensor switch that could
increase the vehicles? stopping distance by 10% to 30%. said Robert Lange, GM?s engineering director
for product safety. A 30% increase in stopping distance would afdd about 30 feet, or about twa car
lenpths, to a stop that otherwise would 1ake 100 feet. That incregse "under some conditions might be too
long" to avert a collision, Mr. Lange said. |

As for the twe-wheel-drive vehicles and the vans, the brake problem "doesn?t happen very frequently”
and thus doesn? rise to the level of a safety defect, Mr. Lange sald.

I
How much the fixes will cost GM is unclear. Mr. Lange said the cost will depend "on how many people
bring their vehicles in for repair.” Frank A, I

Urscmarse, president of Union Park Pentiac GMC in Wilmingtbn, Del., and a member of a national
committee of GM dealers, estimated that the safefy-recalil repai}: might cost fess than $50 a vehicle.

In New York Stock Exchange composite trading, GM shares closed unchanged at $66.50. John Casesa,
an analyst at Merrill Lynch, said that even such large recalts rarely affect an aute maker?s stock price,
becanse manutacturers generally have set aside encugh reserve funds to cover the costs.

I
Stll, the recall could be a public-relations blow for the company at a time



when manufacturers are séeking to burnish their safety credentials. Trucks and
SUVs in particular, which now make up about half the sales of U.S, auto
companies, have found buyers among middle-class families that seek high safety rankings.

Consurmers tend to be particularly aware of recalls on major parts like seat belts and brakes, industry
officials said.

The recall ends a five-year probe by the NHTSA that grew into a huge research undertaking for the
agency, as it explored different technical explanations for the comi:laints pouring in from conspmers.

Overall, the agency said, it received 10,861 complaints about the Brakes an the pickups and smaller
SUVs, and unconfirmed reports of 2,111 crashes and 293 injuries related to brake problems.

GM'?s Mr. Lange, however, zaid the company has no evidence the brake problems caused any crashes or
injuries. He said the investigation tock so long because the problems were so complex and the consumer
complaints were "quite variable.” GM still beligves most of the complaints concemn only "consumer
dissatisfaction with brake feel,” he said,

The NHTSA got an additonal 2 400 reports of brake problems on GM?s larger SEV, the Suburban. The
investigation of Suburbans from meodel years 1992 through 1994 swasn?t closed, but GM told the agency
it would "develop ficld action that would address custorner satisfaction issues.”

The brake problems are highly technical. In the four-wheel-drive trucks and smaller S1UTVs involved in
the safety recall, the antilock braking systern wasn always properly distinguishing between fourwheel
drive and two-wheel drive modes.

When the vehicles were in two-wheel dove, the braking systems sometimes operated as if they wenz in
four-wheel drive; that could extend stopping distances and lead to grashes.

Om the four-wheel-drive vehicles, the switch leading to the pmblch'l was manufactured by GM, Mr.
Lange said. GM will replace the brake switches, install additiona) switches or install a new
switch-linkage system, as necessary. Only the replacement switches, however, are comrently available.
The other parts will take “some time" to build, he said, though he didn?t know exactly how jong.

The 2.4 million vehicles involved in the service recall had some difficulbies when they were stopping on
surfaces that changed textures midway-in particular, when z driver slarted {0 brake on 2 firm ground like
pavement, then moved onto something far more slippery such as ice, then moved back to the stickier
surface. Sometimes, these vehicles? brakes didn?t properly change their sctions as the surface textures
chanped, leading to longer stopping distances.

GM will adjust the software controlling the antilock brakes to fix the problem, which it said is extremely
rare.

In these 2.4 million vehicles, GM wants the manufacturer of the apfilock brake system, TRW Inc.”s
Kelsey-Hayes unit, to help pay for the repairs, Mi. Lange said. Difpscusaians between GM and



KelseyHaves "are ongoing,” he said.

A TRW spokesman declined to comment.



before their 1ast day worked.

Newsling, UAW NEWS, and the VAW HOTLINE wil! keep team members current on
transfer opportunities. The list of transfer opportunities is also posted on the botiom right
hand section of the Jobs Transfer Posting Boards sitewide. Currently, there are no transfer
opportunities for skilled trades members.

NHTSA announces recall of GM trucks < J5F -227~< 5236

The National Highway Traffic Safety Administration announced 2 safely recall yesterday of
1.1 million GM vebicles. The action is in response to reports of brake problems on 1991-96
model year Chevrolet and GMC four-wheél drive sport utility vehicles and pickups.

GM Engineering Director of Safety Robert Lange issued a respense to the announcement.
"GM confirms that a safety recall campaign will be included on 1.1 million 1991-96 modsl
year Chevrolet and GMC four-whee! drive sport utility vehicles and pickups equipped with a
particular model of anti-lock braking system.

"In addition, GM is conducting a special policy -- not a safety recall campaign --on a
population of tnick products 10 address a rare phenomenon. Duriag its investigation, NHTSA
disrovered a very complex condition related to 5/T anti-lock braking performance on ceffain
‘multiple transition’ surfaces. Although this condition very rarely occurs in the field, GM has
developed & field change that i5 designed to virtually prevent this conditien. GM has agreed
to make this change available to our customers at no charge. We are aware of no accidents
nor injuries as & result of this condition.

"We intend this special policy to cover 1993-1996 Chevrolet Blazer and GMC Jimmy sport
ulility vehicles and 1994-1996 Chevrolet 510 and GMC Senoma pickup trucks equipped
with three-sensor EBC4 ABS units. In addition, GM believes that 1992-1995 Chevrolet
Astro Vans and GMC Safaris and 1993-1996 G-vans equipped with the three-sensor EBC4
ABS 1lso are subject to the same condition. GM will develop an analogous field change for
these vehicles and mtends te extend the special policy to these vehicles as well.

"GM has determined that it can prevent this performance condition by a modification 1o the
ARS contro] algorithm on 8/T vehicles. This software change is specifically isolated to the
low coefficient control mexie and is designed not to have an effect on other ABS or normal
braking operations. We believe this change will not affect the way the brakes feel and witl

not create perceptible degradation in the steering or stability of the vehicie during braking."

Homecoming info
Where to park

The parking lot behind GA will aged to be made available for the buses for homecoming




