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Events of Thursday, February 17, 2000,

We had reserved a cabin in [dyllwild for the weekend of the 19™ with some friends of ours. We hadn’t
Finished grocery shopping 30 Tasked Ruth about nuy taking U EV that dsy and T woutd tun to Costoo at
lanch to pick up the final food items. Costoo has a chorger for the car, and we try to drive the EV 1 as many
as miles aa poasible, so 1 thought it made sense for me to take the EV that day. Ruth wsually drives itto
work as her commute is abaut 18 miles and mine is anly 3.5.

When [ got into the car that moening it had 58 milss showing for the predicted range. 1 drove the var to
work and at lunchtime drove to Costen. It was 2 clondy day but 1 don™ remember it raming at any time. 1
phgged the car in af Costco and went shopping. [ suppose 1 was in the store about 40 min. When 1 came
ot the predictzd range showed 54 miles. T drmowve the car home and unloaded the grocerics, went back to
work, and came home at the end of the day. | remembering calling Ruth and telling her it was 3:31 and |
was coming home.

[ arrived home abeut 5:45PM and parked the General Motors EV1 in the garape. The predicied range
showed 4 miles, Since I was planning to go out again that evening [ plugged in the car, Usualiy I plug the
car in at night, right before poing to bed! To plug in the car [ tumed the timer override switch 1o ON, 1ok
the charge conpling paddle aut of the Edison charging unit, and plugged it inte the cars charge coupling
port. 1 heard the charper startup in the normal fashicn - both the car’s fan and the charger’s fan started (o
tun. 1 then went into the house, pressing the mzin garage door close buiton while lesving the garage. 1
don’t remember if 1 closed the side garage door filly or not. | have 3 fendency to leave it slightly ajar.

Then next time [ was at the garage was when I saw the car on fire.

After cating supper we wers watching ‘The West Wing', which we had taped [rom (he provieus evening,
Buth mentioncd that she was gomg to open the kitchen windows to air out the hwouse. Our kitchen is being
recmodeled so we preparcd our mcal {microwaved chicken paot pies} in the dining roons. Semsone that day
had done some finishing work on the newly installed dry wall in the kitchen snd it smelled chally — like
spackel. [hadn't been in the kitchen since walking through it when 1 came home from work. Then next
thing I heard was Ruth yelling “Ron, there’s a lite in the gatage!™

T ran oot to the garage while Ruth ran hack inta the living roem. | could see smoke coming out of the side
garage door and 1 heard this constant buzzing noise, similar 1o what our toaster makes when it gets suck in
the down position while toasting bagels. 1 opened the door and smoke bellewed out, 1°d say from aboul
waist high. The parape was filled with thick black smoke. There wasn't any 1ight on in the gsamage and all [
could see was a fire at the front end of the EV1. It looked abaut 3 fi high and burnieg from the foor, The
fire was concentrated like a gicely built campfire, about 2 fest in diameter. m thinking there's a pool off
melted plastic buming on the fleor.

Lwasn't goine into the garage because all the smoke. Tt looked bad. 1 wvelled “Call 2111 Ruth came back
with the fire exvinguisher just while 1 was velling out and she went back into the house. | polied the pin on
the fire extingnisher, There wasn't any registance and nothmg came o, | shut the side garage door and
looked at the fire extingnishing wondering “Why the hell can’t [ get this thing te work™™ It looked bo me
that the lever action on the fite extinguisher was disengaged, the handle would move freely all the way in
without amything happening, I dropped the fire extinguisher and ran back into the bowse, velling frantically
to Ruth # she had called 911, She was standing in the hall way, using a phone thal we bad recenlly moved
off the kitchen wall 1o the hali bed room desk, She pot off the phone and said the firemen were coming,
We were to got out of the house! She was prabbineg some personal items and taking them out to the from
sidewalk. I grab some stuff of mime and put it out there too.

I thought about using a garden hoze when [ couldn’t get the fire extinguisher to work. [ had to keep the
fire from leaving the garage and burming the herse. W only [ could supprass it until the firemen armived.
My garden hose waz in the garage. Ithought our neighbor might have pne, Tran put of the honze and into
the drive way. Ruth was yelling “1've oot to move the car”. {or Honda was parked in front of the garage,
on the right hand side.



I saw Harlan, our neighbor, standing in his driveway by his car. | tan up to him and asked * Can 1 use your
tipse, Cur garage is on firet™ ‘While this was happeming 1 heard car wheels scroeching ~ Ruth was pulling
the Honda away trom the garage and parking [t next to Harlan's drive.,

Harlan showed e where his garden hose was attached af the back of the parage. Tunscrewed it and ran
with it back w the favcet at the side of the housa, While Fm running back I ses flame through the glass at
the on (he side of Lhe parmge opposite the side garage door. | attached the hosc and temed iton. T can’t [eg
the fire spread to the house!” iz pounding in my head. 1 tock the hose and sprayed water on the roof
cavering the breezy way betivesn the house and the garage. 1 could see that 1 wasn’t rzaching the apper
halfl of the raof 20, after a little while, [ abandoned my efforts and ran with the hose to the side door. On the
way T heard a boud PO from imside the garage. Cher the course of the next 15 or so minates T heard twa
miwe similar pops. | thought the batteries were exploding, 1 opened the side door, which | had closed
carlier when | first saw the fire, and got biasted with sinoke and hot air. “Stupid™ 1 thooght to myself, hot |
realized that | was lorunately not burmed. [ dropped to my knees, peering undemeath the smoke, 1 could
see that much mors of the garage was om fire by the EV1 than wien I first looked in. [ started spraying the
waler, covering up e end of (he hose 1o develop more pressere, The waler's poing in but I'm thinking it’s
not reachme the fire! T sprayed back and forth wondering if it's doing much good - the oxygen P'm letting
in is letting the fire burm morc than the water is putting it out. Harlan yclla cut “Bring the hosc to the side
window.” I'm thinking T shoold shut the door but what if it's hot. T sprayed water on the door, irving to get
zome on the inside, aprayed some on the putside, and on the doorknobh. T prabbed the doorknob and shut
the door. 1 ran around to the opposite side of the garage with the hose to the window. 1 could see that some
of the 2lazs has alteady been brokan out frot the {ive and started spraying the water i, More of the
window broke away while 7 was there. T think it was hecause of the cold water hitting the hot glass. "d zay
I was at the window 10 minutes, 1 could see oy mountain bike banging from the rafiers in front of the
Ew1. The tires on the bike were meliing and buming, At some point Harlan says that he has a fire
catinguisher and Lhat 1 should move vut of Ui way 30 he could douse the garaees wilh i T den'l wani
take the hose off the fire but finally move back after funther coaxing. “Where arc the fire trizcks ™ |
{ranticly inguired. He used the fiee extinguisher through the window and when he was dene [ conldn’t ses
any more famcs from my angle. | got right back in there wilh the hose, spraying water through the
window. From my angle, T suppose [ was mostly getting water on the things in front of the parape, in Font
ofthe EVL. It szemed ltke the fire was suppressed for shout 3 minutes from the fire axtinpuisher but then
atarted burning even worse than bafore. 1 hear Ruth y21l that the fire mock was coming, Almost the entire
window was broken away al this point.

1 conld hear dhe firemen poll up and a fireman behind me said diat I shoukd step hack {0 let himn in there, |
tumed around and couldn’t see that be had a hose so 1 kept on sprayiog the water in the garage. He told me
o el away [fom the window and 1 fioally did, Then the firemen started putting ous the fire. At somie poin
[ saw the neighbors trec branches which overhung the parage roof on window side of the parage catch fire
bt it was put gut quickly,

Adfter the fire was extinguished I went into the garage. The {ire ittvestigator wag still there, looking at the
front of the car. A fireman was on the driver’s zide, by the remains of the front Jeft tire, He said, “T think 1
sag smoke,” We tookad again and a few seconds later we all 3aw some wisps of smoke coming from the
front lefr corner of the inverrer elecivical box that sat just under the burmed away hood. The firemean e, 1
think to pet something, and [ left the garage too.-

All the utiditizs that came thiough the garaee were damaged 50 the house was basically uniphubible.
There was no water, electricity, gas, phune, cable working, Because a nwober of strangeis came up to us
while the [iremen wers fighting the fire we were nervoys about leaving the house that nighl. At about
11PM we went to bed with exima blankets,

The next day we called the EV1 Customer Service number from our cell phone atd called our friends o rell
them what happened and that we couldt’t 2o to the cabin with them.



The car that day had been working great - cothing vnvsual at all, Ever since the battery pack was replaced
during the last major repairs over Thanksgiving, the projecied range had been a respectable 35 10 57 in the
merning, As [recall, T took it in for service in Wovember because the *Service Soon” light had come on
oocasionally and the range wasn't as good as it had been,

I tock the car in for minor service since then. When I had taken the car in the last weak of Movember the
service rep noticed thar the front windshield was cracked at the base, On Dec. 137 T took the car in again to
Saturn of Kearny Mesa to get the tront windshield repiaced. 1 told the service rep that it was wo bad it
wasn't time for my 250400 mile service because T'd have to bring the car back again then. Ho said that they
could go ahead and do the 23600 mile service. The car had Z2%0<4 on the car ar that fime (based on the
SEr¥ice rﬁmm.] Saturn of Keamy Mesa has done all the service on the EV] since we got it from them
April 117, 1997,

Our throe year lease on the EV1 was ap on April 109, 2000, We had talked 1o Jackie Stanton, the E¥1
marketing rop, and told her we were intorested in reaewing our lease For another two years, OF course,
things have changed. Ruth isn’t comfortable with a car that can catch oo fire. We keep thinking that we
micht have died if | had plugeed it in at night, before going to bed, like we normally do.

‘This 15 2 complete and accorate account of these evenls a5 T can best recall themn.



Ruth's statement

On Thursday February 17, 2000 | got home from work af about 5Spm. Ron got home
around 5:45. We had some dinner and were watching TV. A little before 7 | gdecided to
open a window in the kitchen because it stil! smelled from the spackling that tha kiichan
remodelers had done that day. | opened the kitchen window and heard & high-pitched
noise. It sounded like a car alarm or a smoke alarm byt seemed to be coming from our
garage. Then | noticed lots of smaoke coming from tha garage. | think the smoke wag
coming from around the door and also from the far side of the garage.

| yelled, “Hon there's a fire!” and went to get our fire extinguisher. | met Ron in the
kitchen (he was retuming from the garage) and handed him the extinguisher and he told
me o ¢all 911, | called 811 and gave them our information and they told me to get
averyoneg out of the house. | went into the bedroom and got our box of important papers
and took it outsida. Then { noticed that cur Honda was parked in frant of the garage. |
went back insids and goi my keys ard told Ron that | was moving the Honda. When |
want ta the car thara were flames coming from the side of the garage where the window
had been and there was lois of smokes coming from the garage door. Our neighbor came
out and | toid him there was a fira. | heard (I think) 3 popping/expicding neises from the
garage they were spaced apart and didn't hagpen all at the same tima or one right after
the other,

Then | went into the shreet to look for ths fire truck. There was a very large amaunt of
black smoke that was going east from our house down La Morada. | saw Ron using the
bose to put water on the roof between the garage and the house. | heard the fire sirens
but than they stopped. They started up again and | saw the flashing lights but they
stopped again several hlocks down the sireet. | started running down the middle of the
street. The truck started up again and | waved and pointad to cur house. Whan | got
back to the house the firemen weare getting set up. | told them that thare was an slsciric
car in the garage (| wanted them 1o be aware in case the batteries expicded oF
something. ) The policeman moved us back to the sidewalk.

e B o I L e B B e B B o o e o
I usually drive the car to work every day, The only unusual things akout the car { had
noticed were

1)1 Sometimes when the heater was running, [ heard a “pop™ noise from the left front
area of the car. | would turn e heater off Immediately. No waming or engina lights
ever came on. § could fJum the heatsr on later and it would work firne. Ths protbdem
was not consistent — it did nat oceur daily. It usually happened while | was sitting in
traffic waiting fo g¢t on the freeway — | don't remembaer it ever happaning while af
driving spesds.

2} One tima when | came homa and tumed the car off, it sort of re-started itsalf. | could
hear the fan/engine neise aithough the car was not on. Ron rasolved the problem.
Again, no waming or engine lights ever came on.

Otherwise, the car was probably working the best it ever had. | was consistently getting

a range of betweean 55 and 60 even though it has been a litile cold lately. It ran fine and

showead no hint of any problams.



