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by Joea Peterson #1

Refundabla border deposit

Here is infirmution we fecl is im-
portant and you showld be made pwarc
of. But, by the time you arg reading aboul
it in the magazine, it may be reviscd,
canceled, and/or outdated. 1 your are
planniag tocross the borderinio Mexico,
please look ints (e posstble deposit you
mey be expecicd 0 pay before you ac
allowed b cross into mainland Meaico.

Several people have been keeping
us posted of the Mexican border deposit
{youmay alsohear the depositreferredin
as a bonding fas, entry fee ortariif-itis 2
refundable deposit, however), eod credit
should go tothe staff at Adventurs Cara-
vans {or befng our link o David Bidell,
ansher of the AVers Onfine senes, "KV-
ing inMexico.” David is knowledgeablz
about RYing in Mexico and is providing
the updates.

What we all watit to know 15, kas it
passad into 2w’ Ls it being levied at all
horder crossings? Can a eredit card be
nsed? Will the fer be sefunded if youo
enter via one border and leave the coun-
try from another crogsing?

The latest information we have re-
ceived, asof November @, 1999, from the
abtve-mentionsd peopie and from cos-
torns in Reynosa, Mexico, is the deposit
you may have to pay when crossing into

Mexico (it does not apply 1o Baja, Cali-
fornia) hay been postponed and has not
officially been passed inta law by Mexni-
can immigration. (We probably won't
tave official word onti? after this issue
has gone 1o prese.}

If it is passed, a refundable deposit
willbelevisd onal! vehicleabased anage
of each vehicle: upto 1994 =3$400, 1994
10 1998 = 3600, 1999 and newer = $800).

5S¢, if you are doving a 1995 motor-
hetne, for example, you will be charged
$600. If you ere towing & 1999 car, add
another $800 to the $500,

Wioed i5, if the depositis wbe levied,
deivers may use # credil card o pay, and
may collect vefunds ac any barder cross-
g, regardicss of where they entered.

This bonding is o prevent extranc-
oue vehicles, venturing sooth of the “21
kilometer checkpaint,” fram heing im-
parted, sold, or given away in interior
Mexico.

We havebeen made avware that soth-
mg is scheduled o ke piace before
Fanvary 1, 2000, and so much heat'is
being put on the Mexican government at
this point that it ie neless to try to project
or predict what the outeore will be.

Escapess

Madium-duty trucks—
are they commercial vehicles?

Escapees was made aware that an
individual was siopped by the police and
wasinformed that his rnedinm-duty truck
was, in fact, a commercial vehicle.

W+ asked Sanborn's Mexica [msur-
ance Services if they had further infor-
maticn abeut this situalion. Upon heering
of the incident, Sanbom’s SO insurance
agents were palled to see i they had
heard of similar incidents.

At Lhe time the agents were polied,
this appeared to be an isolated incident.

Sanbor’s Insurance underwriler
states, "Froimn e insurance company's
stand)poind, these are not commercial ve-
hicles; if they were considered as such,
wi would not be able to insgre them.”

If you: have had trendble orhave been
refiused entry into Mexico doe to drving
a medinm-duty tnuck, please docnment
the cxperience and send i to me, Joe
Peierson, 100 Raiobow Drr., Livingston,
TA 7735319300, E-mails will work 25
well, jpeterson@escapees,com.

In the reantimme, | will contmpe to
investigate these situarions with the Mexi-
can authorities and report my Andings as
goon a8 Lhave updated information. gy,

Sanboro’s Mexico Insarance is underwritten by GE
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What's COOKING?

by Dotitia Mashman #1860

several Escapees memibers have had
problems withtheir RY s three- and
four-burper ranges.

Arthe reguest of an Escapees mem-
ber, [checked outtheirMagic Chefmodel
number BT 22RA 4T7 range, that was
partofthe original equipment installed in
their fifth-wheel trailer. The trailar was
purchased new and has never been on the
road except for delivery to the owner's
lot. From the rime I looked at the unit, I
have singe been made aware that this is
not an solabed case,

Thave always beeninvolvedin prob-
lem selving and, therefore, I try to look
beyond the symptoms and into the de-
sign of a product where anc may find the
Rot-so-obvious real problem.

Case history

In tht above-mentoned case, this
couple has had their ranpe since 1992,
The first titme she used the bumer and
found that she could not turn it off, she
yelled for belp. Her husband came to her
ail and found that be could not nirn the
valve off either. He went outside and
turmed offthe propane supply valve. When
the burmer cooled, shewas able totumithe
burmer valve off. The only butner she hns
Been able to use consistenfly in both
positicns, oh and off, was the left rear,
She could not use the front two bumers at
the same time ot with the oven on.

Angther problam she experienced
was, samehmes the oven worked and
soractimes it dide’. (She had lasagne in
the oven, and when dinnertime came, the
lasagne was cold. The oven had gone off
and had never come back on.) The oven
bad always ignited with abig bang, and
the main burner had always made a loud
maring sound.

These Escapees said that 1t always
smelled bad when the oven was on and
seemed as if there wasn't any venung,
She bad always opened ali the windows
while using the stove,

Tt has come o my afiention that

Checking a few things

When I was checking out this situa-
tipn, here iz what [ found.

Gas pressure and gas
leak test: The stove gag g
regulator aits aght be- J8
side the right -
front burner, cot- 1
ting the pressure
from 11inches ex-
tornal regulated lme
presaure, to 10inches
of water colurm for
range use. Lhe pres-
sure was okay. I then
sniffed for gas leaks with a Manchester
gas finder meter. Two gas leaks were
detected in the tnain body of the gas
tegulator, Mone were foundin the fitting
to the mamifold or maim Line.

Range top and pilot: 1emaved the
wire gratcs and the folded top cover,
turned the glol valve on, and Litit with a
gas malch, Ladiusted it ko o more reason-
able sizc with the adjustment screw pro-
vided on the pitot gas valve. All the
burner valves worked frecly and appeared
to light okay.

Three-siage oven bucner iznlticon:
Then I removed the bottom pan from the
wven loblan adequate access forcheck-
ing the oven pilol and buener, {There are
two springs at the rear that put pressure
againstthe rear pottion of the bottom pan
and kecp it fimnly locked on the two
localing pins in their respective front/
side lock slots.)

1, Oven pitot: [ temned the oven
thermosial knoh to pided on and Bt it

2. Preburmer: [ tumed the oven
thermosiat 1o the lowest selting, and the
prebumer came on.

3. Main Burner: '[e main burner
mever came on. [ noticed that the air
shutter on the main oven humer was
wide apen. Tt had not been adiusted fiw
the altitude of the Ineation of the fifth-
wheel, This would have aceounted for
the Inud roaring nfthe flame and pechaps

-

Opintons &xprasssdinthis column,
asinelltechnical columns included
in Escapees magazine, belang to
the author. Rassarch, investiga-
tior, angd documentation of situa-
tlons describad hareirn hava been
conducted by tha author on 4 vol-
urtesr basis andnotatthe express
raquest of Excapess RY Club.

the-bix bangs. 1 adjusied the air shatter to
provide a smaller air opening.

Powered hood vent: I remaoved the
metal filter from the bood fan, lormed the
fan on ad noticed thal the swinging
damnper did not open. There was no vent-
g to the outside.

I went outride and removed the
lowvered vent cover from the side of
the rig. I found the rectangolar metal
vent shroud, extending cot of the rear
of the renge, had been hammered in
toward the center, which compietely
pravented the swinging damper from
opening. The shroud was reshaped to
allow the damper to swing fresly. The
ouniside vent was resealed and rein-
stalled. This problem conld have been
caused by careless installation.

Temperature test: I put a mmote
digital thermometer on the pressure
regulator and set an eight-inch-diam-
ater pot of water on the right fromt
burner, which was set on the highest
heat matk. When the watet came 6 3
boil, the regulatortemperature was 188
deprees. The avelt wax pot Fanctional
or the temperature of the regulaior
would have heen moch higher. Pres-
sure repulators are asually designed to
operaie gafely in temperatores up o
144} degrees, as required by UL144.

The fx

I raized the grates on the cook top
and foond that it helped by reducing the
tieat transfer to the cook top and burper
valves. There was aboons. Food doesn't
bum as guickly in the bottems of pots and
pans, Trallows adequate cicenlationaf air
under the pans, which permtits the heat o
flow up arpund the pan and may reduce
the burning of the paint on the drip pans.
The lemperature redoction in the valve
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Autsgraphed Books
Author, Shartene (Chaclie) Minchall #5872 te making avat]able antographed (postege
paid) copies of B¥ing Alaska! fand Camada) (517.45) Full-Time EVieg: How lo
Makr it Happer ($15.45) RVing Novth Americe, Jilver, Single, & Sole (515.45)
Ir Pursuil of @ Dream (597 and Freedom Cnlimited, The Fun and Facls of Fulltine
RViag {coauthor Bif) Faclow) ($10). Order from Sharlene Minghall, PMEB 5024, 150
Raipbow Drive, Livingston, TX 773991050 or amazon,com.

Bui he tends 1o forget the good (imes.
What's more, he resents it when 1 do
something strictly for me.

The resident fumnace wis cxtremely
inetficienL It was yanked oui and a cer-
amic propane heater instatied. Not ondy
does [t keep me toasty warm, since Tno
longer have hot flaghes, bot my hatteriex
doo't run down when ['m boondocking.

[i's really important to have a fresh-
air inteke, but not lo worry. Over the
yoars, the Spanter's physique has be-
come more than 3 littlc bowed in some
arcas (hke the rest of us!), especially
anound his side door, It's guite possible ]
could trow thirleen cals and twe hound
dogs (hrough the cracks, so Ldon't worty
aboui fresh air.

Sprinter had a bunkectomy

He's had plenty of replaceracnt sur-
pery. 1 had 3 bamion sliced off, but 1
haven'thad anything rernoved lately. He
had & bunkectomy over the doving anca.

The booth was turned into a per-
muanent couch with photo and book
storage underncath,

His bedroom vanity was removed
for a computer and “stufE” His most
recent renovation was a daveoport re-
moval {in some states that is what's
called a sofa).

A divider door that started life be-
tween the bedroom and bathroom was
turned into a desk Tor 1ast Tanuary's new
electronic eguipment tha wouldn't fit
Lnto the previous vanity spaces.

Neither of ns has had any cosmetic
surgery, although we.could both 1se some.

The Sprinter's side panels have
come unglued from the wood and you
can sec major wrinkles. ["vebeen com-
ing unglued for years snd my wrinkles
are wiinicled,

His front rock guard isbig enough 10
cateh a medium-gized moose. We won't
ditcuss the size of my font panel.

All in all, considering the Sprinter
and I have been traveliig 12 and 13 yeus
respechively, T guess we'ms doing pretly
well. The Sprinter has 190,000 miles on
his odometar.

Pvehil about 225,000 RVing miles,
but that doesn’t include miles by car,
four-wheel machines, airplanes, geg-
planes, belicopters, paraghider, ultra-Tight,
traing, buses, duncbugpey, horse and
buggy, motorcycle, bicycle, rafts, canoe,
kayak, mule, horss, eross-country and
water skis, fermes, Jet-boats and whe
knows what else.

Problems became discoveries

We've become close, almost wler-
changecable. I work at keeping mysclf
healthy soIcan wavel. I keepthe Sprister
fit or [ couldn’l go anywhers. Just re-
cenily, whak could have: been a problem
furned into a spectacolar discovery,

When I ived in Moexico ane winter,
a huge aloe cactus plant grew outside my
bougamvillea-coverad sun thelter. [ got

a termible sunbum one doy and nearly
annihilated that beawtiful plant.to get
relief from the sunbom. Joworked sowell
that, when aloe came out In gatlons, it
became my refreshment of choice.

Not wanting tocheat the Sprinter out
of a2 well deserved imbibement duting
happy hours, Tsent for some Lubn-gas.
They are both in gallon containers, so I
found it handy to store them together.
When I'm on the move a Tof, T buy
gasolimearound 4:({] p.m. each day, ther
stop for bappy houar. I'd have a glass of
aloc and the Soonter would have a swig
of Lubri-gas.

You can guess what happenad, but
don't tell anybody becauss it would ei-
ther start an uncontrolicd run oo Lubn-
gas ot aloe or both That Lubei-gas wasn't
half bad. What I noticed is that when my
upper chambers arc lubncatcd, my mom-
ing walks are lanlastic, [ whip op and
down those tills with po breathing prob-
lems. The Sprinter, with that pure um-
adulterated aloe, is running 50 miles wo
the pallon 4s opposed o six

‘Wha's mere (L7 It's bard to say, but
we'te both planning t gmive the (wenty-
birst century a run for its monay.

God bless. My,
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