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June 24, 2000

U.S. Department of Transportation

National Highway Traffic Safety Administration
Office of Defects Investigation, NSA-10.01

400 Tih Strest, SW

Washington, DIC 20590

To Whom Tt May Concemn:

{ am sorry for the delay in retuming my paperwork, but I sent the part out to be analyzed
and 1 just received the results. Please find enclosed a letter and pictures in regards to the
problem I had with my fuel tank,

Please let me know what action if any i going to be taken regarding this problem.
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June 6, 204}

To Whoen It May Concern:

My name is Joe Vettore and I represenl Vetlore's Nape AuteCare Center located in
Rogcoe, 1L { have been in the sutomotive repair industry for the past twenty-five years, am an ASE
Master Technician and recently was named the 200K} Napa/ ASE Technician of the Year. thave been
continuing ray education, 15 has my entire shop.

Recantlv, 1 was asked 1o 255€s5 an opinion pertaming to the problem in question, relating 1o
the GM product (see enclosed). After much rescarch, my concern is that this product is a potential
fire hazard. Entirely understanding the fuel system and the lack of air in the fuel tank, I believe that
during customary opcrations, the fuel tank could not ignite, however atmospheric pressure,
traveling at the speed of light, allows air to enter the fuel tank as soon as the tuel cap is removed.
All matters taken into considerativs, if the sienation presented itsclf and the perimeters were
precise, one could conjure removal of the foel cap at the exact time, possibly leading to an
explosicn. The wires obvipusly melted for a reason; efther high ampridge flow caured by a bad
connection, restricted fuet llter, ete. .. The shear temperature of this process eould create encugh
heat to ignite the fumes in the fuel tank.

Tam under the opinion, based on what { have witnessed throughout the Southwest end of
the country to our own region in the Midwest; this is a problem that ought to be addressed by

Gexeral Motors, Safety in the automobile industry should be our first priority. Thank you for your

consideration.

e
DBA ¥ettore’s Napa Auto Care
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