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Temperature drops — and so
dees '88 Nova’s gas mileage

__I QUESTION: 1 have a 1088 Chevy Mow with
11

5.000 miles on il It is well-maintained. During the
suminer, 1 Zels 2 devert M raites per gallon, but in
the winter, it gets only ebout 29 mpg oo the ssme

Brian
Tem: ‘Cause it's eold out, Brian baky!

Ray: The reason
cars ruti less efficient-
Iy m eold weather iz
that gascline doesmt
vaporize well. The car-
huretar sends vapor-
iwed fuel inta the cyl-
indets, and o cold
weather, zome of it
condenses and tars
back into liquid gase
ling. That portien
duesn't burn and is e3-
sentially wasted. And
mal accounts for mcdt of your 15 perwnt reduction
it mileage.

Tem: Most pars spend more Uihe Warming up and
idling ini the winter Bur the loss of afficiency in ges-

oline combuation due 5 cold weather acoounts for

the vast majority of the lost mileage.

' Fix for Kia's windows

& | hawe a "5 Kir Sportage, which, un the whola,
I have liked very much.

About 5 year ago, though, one of my power win-
s broke, cauking the glass o slide donm inko my
decr. The window wouldn™ go up anymore. The des.
lerghip sald it woulid cost about $350 to fix, 50 [ had
them put a block urder the windoor instead to keep
il closed. A few weeks ago, it fell into the door again,
and T had to heve it eblocked. [n the past month,
torr e wAndoas Trave taken a dive, g0 1o speak. 1s
this somwlhing with Kias, und is there some-re-
couiree? Can 1 pet a tit to eonvert the oqr from power
witwltws to manual windows? Thenks.

Dloa

Ray: I don't knews of any kit that lams power win-
dews ire rodl4ip windows, Dina, T've ssen electric
sungoals with "emergency cranks” (because if that
motor fils (n the rain, you'te N reo! trouble), but
there’s no such xit for windows 85 far as [ Enow,

Tom: And in general I'm afreid you're out of
Iuck. You bought a cheap car You gol a grest price,
oghi? You even say Lhat, on (e whale, you like it
very mwch. Bot most cheap cars are eheap because
theiy tomponents are, what?! Chesp) And although
there's no technical service bulletin on the window
regiilators, my guesa is that they were undecde-
signed gnd probably ore f2iling for other Kia owners
a5 weli.

Ray: My advice would be to look for a special on
“bBlocks.” If money 5 an issue and you're ot plan-
Ring o keep this car forevet, T'd use blocks for ali
st the driver's window, That one yeu're reslly going
to Mave 1o fix. You'll realize that after you. e a few

“exact change™ 1oll buckels w- tiat the

A

door pnd have 80 gazitlion cars honking 51 you and
using unfriendly khand gestures.

Ghat-sxlisanillic-oongeniiin.

@ I have a 83 Oldsmobile Rilhowette. 1t's been 2
goad vehicle and hasz anly 76000 miles. 3o far, anly
iminor groblews have cropped up. Bul ore has besn
partirulatly anpaying Last yesr the driver's side
dogr handle broke when I tried to open the doog I re-

it for $100. I thought that wie an odd thing to
break, bat 1 didn't give it much thouwght

A lew months Tater, 8 neighbor's sliding-door han-
dle broke an his 198% Chevy Luming minivan (which
i= the same vehicle as the Olds Silhouette), Las,
week the passanger side deor handle broke when my
wifg tried to cpen the door, And most recently, anolh-
er neighbor's 5]1dmﬂ-|:luur handle bruke on his 1982
Chevy Lumina minivan,

Statislicelly, this must be 5 widespread prohlem
for General Mowas minivans, It woegld surely e
salety problemt il one broke after #n accident while
EOEMenTe Wos trying to get you oul of the vehicls. Iva
nobiced that the new GM minivans have more con-
veritional door handles. Is this the way big ocolfpa- |
met acknowledge defective or pnur-quahty pa.m:"’ '
Just phase theny eud?  — s

John

Kay: Exactly’ We don't have sccest to the ristional
slatistics. Ondy OM has the warraoty claltns, bat T'd
B willing Lo guess that your analysis is right on the
mengy, John.

Torm: Companies track their warranty ¢osts, and
when the oosi of replacing an item stanis to oubaeigh
the 5 rents they saved by making it a litle thinner
and lighter, they redesign it and pet an etra 3 cents
worth of pot metal in jt and hope the warrasty claimes
slow down, ’

Ray: On the other hand, if the National Highesy
Traffic Safuty Admimisitation (NHTEA) determines
that the lousy part is sctuslly a safety hazard {and
not Just an ineorvenience), then the company <an be
forced ko recail the vehicles and zepisce the- paris
with better-degigned substiutes. 5o i you believe
thic is a safﬂy:smw.ymshnu]dgnahend and report
it 10 NHTSA.,

Tom: You can call itz autc safety hotline at 1900
§24-8303. If NHTSA geis enough complainta about &
single safefy imane, it may decide to open an invest)-
gattar, which could lead to 8 recall

Ray: But in the meantime, don't worry aboul ot
being able o get out of the car siter an accident.
Eazed on your experiences, chaneea ere the whole
door will fall off omway, night? -

Tom and Rey Magliozzi - better knouwnm od
Click end Clack, the Tappel Brotkers — o¥e Rosts
of Car Talk, whick eirs ul 10 e Setwrdoys amd 2+
pan Sundaps on 90.7 FM (WAMFE). They s an
ouln repuaf shopr in Combridge, Mose Write 0
thews tn care of The Orlando Sentinel, P{.'t,
21), Orando, Fia. 32802-0211. You com, weueh
In:enwt site by pgoing w orla r::rmnmd
clicking oftpduiomotive.

y
oy
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| naraby suthonza the repair work to be dene glong with nacesssany
malarals. Yoo and your smplaysas may operale vehicks for purpases of
tegting, imspecticr. of dellvery gt My sk, An xpensa rechanic's |en (s
Acknowisdged an vehiche 1a spcura tha amount of rapairs Raralo. Yoo will no
e hield esporsitde lor lass of gaTege W vehicie or arbclas el o vghle in
eaze o fra, thaft, aocidant o any other coume beyand your conteosd.

DIECL MMER COF WARMANTIES

Any warmrdaties on the praduct soid heraby are lhese made by the
manuficturer. The Saller heréby oxpressly disclarms &l vwarranteg, aither
axprags or impliad, inéluding any implled wartanty ol merchantabliity ar
filness lor & parkioular purposs, Bl Selier neifar gasuirs nor auhonzes
wny Other person 16 asyume o il any l|$.hi|l5,r in cannaclon with tha sale of
said products.
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O 1REQUEST AWRITTEN ESTIMATE.
REPAIR COST DOES NOT EXCEED $

PLEASE READ CAREFULLY, CHECK ONE OF THE STATEMENTS

| UNDEASTAND THAT UNDER STATE LAW, | AM ENTITLED TO A
WRITTEN ESTIMATE, |F MY FINAL BILL WILL EXCEED £50.00.

0 | DONOT REGUEST & WRITTEN ESTIMATE AS LONG AS THE

ESTwad TED MAZE ~OR 10 DAy
) rmpuplrg wertvyrstyd o onlmimur of $ der
oot 2000 I, Fouek HiMlPoind ‘wiTHily.
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WHITTEN OR QHAL AFPROVAL.
L 100 NOT AEQUEST A WRITTEN ESTIMATE.

SIGNED: X DATE:
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