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9 Jan 2000
LS. DOT
Nat'l Highway Traffic Safety Adm'n
DOT Auto Safety Hotline, NSA-10.1
4007™ Street SW
Washington D. C. 20590

On Dec 13th 1958 my wife was driving my 'S6 Chevy blazer 4X4 with my 45 year
old daughter in the front passenger seat. They were driving uphill on a gravel,
county maintained road that was snowpacked and icy. The car hit a washboardy
section, began ta fishtail and went off the shoulder. The road dropped off at
about g 70-degree angle mnto a ravine. The car did not roll. The underside aof the
car hit a large boulder, which spun it into a nose down position. It accelerated
front end first down the slope to the bottom of the ravine. At the time they left the
road, my daughter noticed the speed - indicating about 20 mph. The car
impacted the isft front fender and hood areas — hard snaugh to buckle the roof of
the car sbove the drivers left front door post. The air bag did not deploy. The
repairmen in the body shop showed me the location of the two front sensors. Itis
my understanding that the sensor information is fed into a small computer —
along with information from the speedometer. The Colorado State Highway
Patrolman who handied the accident told me that my Blazer was the 3™ Blazer
frontal impact accident he'd parsonally investigated in the previous 2 weeks
where the arbags had failed to depley. In the body shop where my Blazer is
located there is one just like it —aith  frontal impact damage - and no airbag
deployment. In my cpinion there are a loi of Blazer pwners driving around the
USA thinking they have air bag protection, and that may in fact be a long way
from the truth!!! My wife suffered g severe compression fracture of tha upper
lumbar vertebrag {8 broken back) and my daughter suffered fractures of the
numbers 5,6, & 7 cervical vertebrae (a broken neck). Both were airlifted from the
Montrose GO hospital to St. Mary's hospital in Grand Junction CQ where bath
underyvent an MRI scan. My wife is in a body cast form her shoulders to her
pelvis. My daughter required neurasurgury with bone replacemeant in the neck,
and titanium plates screwed to either side of her cervical vertebrae. By the grace
of God, neither will be paralyzed.

May | suggest a recall notice on these vehicles to see why the air bags are not
deploying??!! | will b& consulting with a praduct liability lawyer to discuss

issible Ieial ictiﬂn.
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