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NARRATIVE DESCRIPTION OF FAILURE(S], INCIDENT(S), INJURY(IES]

SEFARATION OF WWHEEL, HUB AND AXLE ASSEMBLY FROM VYEHICLE WHILE UNDERWAY. INSPECTION OF
THE COMPONENTS REVEALED A CRACKED BEARING RETAINING NUT, YWHICH ALLOYWED THE NUT'S
INSIDE DIAMETER TU EXAPAND AND SLIDE OFF THE THREADED HUB. REGOVERED PARTS INCLUDE THE
NUT, KEY, AND RETAINER RING, ALL OF WHICH APPEAR TO HAVE BEEN PROPERLY ASSEMBLED. ALSO
DAMAGED AT THE TIME OF FAILURE WAS THE AXLE SHAFT, WHICH FRACTURED AT THE GUTBOARD
EDGE OF THE SPLINE AREA, ABOUT 3 INCHES FROM THE TIP. 1 COULD NOT DETERMINE IF THE AXLE
FRACTURE QCCURRED WHILE THE AXLE WAS IN THE HOUSING OR IF THE DAMAGE WAS THE RESULT OF
THE AXLE EXTENDING OUT OF THE HOUSING OR THE SUBSEQUENT TUMBLING OF THE WHEEL/AXLE ASSE
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