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orders
Ford recall

By DAVID HRAVETS
Assocloted Press Writer

------------------------

OAELAND, Calif. — A judge
took the unprecedsoted step
Wednesday of opdering the re-
call of &8 many as 1.7 millicn
¥ord cars and trucks sold in Cal-
ifornia, acensing the sutomaker
of eoncealing a danperous da-
sign flaw that can canse the ve-
hiclea to stall in traffic.

- The rling compounds Ford's
LeGitles as (e aubomaber tries
to stear Its way ot of the Fire-
sione tire recall crisis

Ford has insisted all alone
that the {gnition mafule at issue
is gafe, and it said it will appeal
the ruling, arguing that a Cali.
forniz state Judge bas no an-
thority to issue such an arde:

Never befor: has a US. judys
- ordered an autsmnotlve recall,

Thedevice was put on 29 mod-
els between 1983 and 1995, in-
¢hading  the Tauwrus, LTD,
Ranger, Bronen, Mustang amd
Escort, according te Ford. Dure-
Ing that perled, Taurus was one
of the top-selling cars in Ameri-
Superlor " Cowrt  Judge

Mirhael K. Ballachey said Hord
sold as many. as 23 million ve-
: hielag with the flaw, but his ju-
rigdiction does. not"gxtend:be-
vond California. However, sim-

lar class-action suits arc pond-
ing in Alabama, Maryland, Ii-
neds, Tennesses and Washitig-
tan. . )

;" 'Tha autoinaker has settlsd

dozens of wrongful-dsath and

personsl-injury Lawsuits nation-
wide' in which a Ford vehicle
. was suspected;of_stalling. ‘But

d.l'.fl.l'l.g. kT .

------

The Maliona] Highway Tralle
.Sa&fmdmiﬁui?uﬂqnquuﬁ
: eq} three probes. inito. stalling
1667 and ¢losed ‘the-cases after
finding” “no ~ defects’ ' agency
_spokesman  Tim "Hurd said

See RECALL/Page B9

‘deccived federal “regulators “bBY " a.rq squipment en Explorers and

g tives. -which wereigtan-

claiming the modules were safe. ther vehicles. WHTSA is inyestl-
““This casemwas"ahuut concedl- gaﬁns more than 100 deaths ineon- :

* ‘ment of a dangerous condition.” be  pection with the tires.

id. The judge's ruling wasbascd ona
smGwernment agencles nlJl.'r:I:ra]J;ir class-action lawsnit Hed on behalf
order recalls, but, Ballachey said .of 3.5 million current and former

i : Ford gwmers in Califggmias -
% Ford disagreed and argued thata - * The plaintiffs claim that the I'FL
i “Thtﬂremrﬂmﬂﬂscasedoesmt" cirrent to the spark plags, Was

module, which regulates electric

. demonstrate & safety  peoblem, wrongly mointed on the distribu-

i Ford atb}rtgﬂ‘?' Richard Warmer tﬂl“i]ﬂii,l'thﬁmblﬂﬂk. emn?luiﬁg

- said. "These vehicles are safe.” ittq_em;smaheatand&u&?wm_

| fMhe judge appoiniad aref?iregm Elm]amum mmrmmmus ! :

"~ fhrec options ——Ordering

: mmmmmthenmdulasandre- Ford ducum;n:rtiesgl%\; Ht;aﬂg
Inonry awy [rom the engine, tomalkor was ;
r&planmgt mﬂtr;n module with onefrom  neer-that high mp[:rﬂamhmmﬂmmﬂm
1999.5000 model vehicles, or order-  cause the ﬂjltu dsta
ingawlﬂf.lﬂhuyhack;Ba]!anheYset engine. ! :

Ingtatlatlon Tips
Dlagnosing Ford TFl Systems

Foml venica cwmiers ora Eamlly sapeeacirg @ high replecomend mibe of thelr die-
ritwior mownkad tgnlbon moches. Hewear, a majerity of these modules are not
dafsctve and moat of the llursg am due toolher probams in the Byetar.

Module Frablems

1. Early O.E. units starmgped “Mads in France” ane prone to pramallne rans(sion fail-
ura. Thiz [= partly due ko poor soldeting of tha hesl ank o s fower Tansiswr.

2. Pramature module buiurs can rasul: from improper doaning of ha mounting sur-
taca end poor applicaton of Hea heal transfer compound.

A, Water deraaga 3 ine module may be cesd by conllng System (aaks oF Stasm
cloaning the sngine.*

"Moda: Whan SIEM e, Aavar A tha cfsanar dieclly S ry eRctiic Lormponen

Magnatic Plck-upa and Hall Effect Lindt Preklems

1. The TFi-t aystem i equipped with a etandard magredle plok-up, which i eubecl
5 the sama problains aascckted with Gkl's HE| aysterms.

Whin i magoetc pick-up has an insrmitenl protlem, chech far troken o o

baeds, Usirig an chmmetsr, read tha reaiskes of the rmagnathe pick-up. The raading

shewrd be Batwean §59-1300 ohma. Now, wiggle al wiras ko datect any variation in

ohms. || Ihe randing haa varled, i Lnit 15 defactive. Also. check tha magee! In the

picde-up for cracks which can cause Intarmitent problems or a “no-s1artT condition.

Faplaca B defsetive unlt.

"2, The TF:-1Y sysism uses a Halt Effect unll Inatesd of a magnolc pick-up, Ford i
o patiarci et related pratilarns with this unlt

The gary unita, witeh ars Hack, should be repleced whenewvar a modute |5 repleced-

Mewnd Uols, which ara blug, should ba replaced i signs of bast or burning ane pra-

gant at tha plug-n conmecbor,
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