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We purchased our 2000 Explorer LTD from Galpin Ford on 26 Feb 2000, our fifth new vehicle from Ford in 10
years, The fourth with Firestonc tircs.

Our prior Explorer was a 1997 Ixplorer XL.T, On 18 Scp 1999 the right rear Firestans Radial ATX tire
{F235/15/15) threw the tread on the 210 Freeway in Glendzle, California. T (Richard Kratz) was driving and my
eight-month pregnant wite, Shawn, and our 3-year-cld danghter were in the car wilh me.

It was a hot Sawrday and the 210 Freeway moves [reely. We were doing the limit {65-70 mph) and after a 30-
minute drive the right rear tire just went. First [ heard a thumping sound (the tread beating on the tire well} and
then the vehicle’s rear kicked hard to the right.

Luckily, Tam a former stock car racer and motorcyete racer and knew how to responc. 11et off the accelerator

while counter-steering (the Explorer was sericusly sideways, but my days of circle track racing made it second
nature to catch the slide} and did not apply the brakes. Of course the vehicle Kept swinging from side to side as
we slowed, bul [ was able to steer the fishtailing cuck to the shoulder, The incident SEVERELY shook up my
wife. She thinks that if she had been driving mstead of me, the vehicle would have rolled over.

'T'he AAA came and installed the spare. But, upon returning home to Santa Clarita I smelled burning brakes. |
discovered that the left rear brake caliper was locked vp and smoking.

A Big O Tire store inspeeted the ruined brake and told me that some debris had jammed the caliper, proventing
it from reteasing after being applied. I realized that this debris must have coms from the destroyed tire. T had the
rear brakes rebuilt at a cost of $304.03 (including a new rotor).

Secondary o this accident, four days later an ultra-sound revealed a problemn with tny wife's pregmancy. An
emergency c-section was performed on September 22" 1999 and my son delivered a month early. He spent 13
days in the Neo-Natal Intensive Care Unit al Huntington Memorial Hospital in Pasadena, unable to breathe on
his pwn. Cne doctor told me that stress or "a shock to the gystem” could canse a spontanecus miscarriage or the
placenta to shut down (as happened to my wife). Luckily, my son survived, but hospilal bills exceeded
F100000. So was there an injury? Perhaps.

] am also a former aircrafl mechanic as well as having more than 15 years of racing experience. [ have an air
COMmPIessor at home, two liguid-filled dial air ganges and I check the air pressures on all of our vehicles at teast
weekly. T kept the Explorer tires st 32 pounds front, 30 pounds rear.

While at Big O Tires, I remembered that I had had a Camero back in the 1%70% that was damaged when a
Firestone tire disintegrated on me. This tire was also the subject of a recall later (19787). So I decided to replace
the tires on the 1997 Explorer with reliable Pirelli tires as | eculd not trust Firestone anymore.



