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Feds recheck
Ford pickups
from '93 recall

HARRY STOFFER

Ftarf Repurfer

WASHINGTON — Federzl zafe-
tv inrestigatnrs are taking 3 fresh
look at Ford tricks that were re-
cniled nearly seven vears agn to
atop gasnline spils from the veli-
elas' dual fael tanks.

The MNatiensal Highway Traffic
Safety Adminigtration said it has
opened & new investigation (0 see
if the 1090-93 fracks are still de-
fegiive. Those affected. all with
dual tanks. are the F-150, F-25,
F-230 and Super Duty.

wlore thapn 1.3 nilion of the
truals are in serviee, NHTSA said.

The agenwy bas collected 1 79 com-
plaints akout recuvence of the
spiilage profilem o srucks vepained
during the recall, 1t said i4 has B2
complaints abont similar teoubia
with trucks oot covered by the recall,

HHTS5A snid Ford Motor Co. has
reported nearly 2,500 failures of
the recall remedy.

Together NMETSA and Fard said
the rompizmts include reparts of 19
Fires, three injuies and one death.

Tha tucks were initially mealled
to correct a problem called cross
fow — gasolire runcing frem the
aperating tank or fuel lines into the
nonoperating tank ntil it owarflows.

Ford apreed o the 18%3 recall to
replave a fusl-pressure regulator
and 10 instal check valves between
supply lines and fuel tanks.

MHTSA. i 1o menthly compila-
tinn of defect investigations, also
said (b opensd w0 New Ccases in-
volving Ford Explocers,

The agency said ong stemmed
troan six somphaints abogt acceler-
akor pedals on L995-96 Explorers
Moooists said the gas pedal comes
lose From the firewall and con
lodge under toe Leake pedal, Abput
33000 of the trueks are in aemnies.

WHTSA said the pther gase in-
vorlves 1991-54 Exniorers, of which
about 1,2 million are on the toad.
T4 cage grew out of 18 complzinds
abi:ut Eailure of the winch cable tat
lift= and bolds the spare Hpe andar
the renr of the Tuck, Failure et tie
tire and wheal fall anto the roadwas.

NHTIDA clpsed one Investigation
after determuning thers was insuffi-
cient evidenee of a defect. The ageney
had received eipht cotitlaints about
Fasine spitting back from the filec
pipes dunn! refueling of 1994 Mer-
ceces-Bens SLEDE0 cars

Hera are other new defect inves-
tigations opened by NHTSA:



