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vehicle Identification Number: 1GSOW527 XPR19305
Part that failed: Sriver’s side shoulder belt retractor, a compohent of the seat
balt assembly part number 12615403,

Narrative
Dacember 1593 A=z I entered the vehicle, I pulled on the shouldar belt to provide
adeguate slack to secure the buckle. (I have never Jerked on 1%.) After fastening
thae buckle, tha shoulder bait would not retract. I pulled on the bal't again, fully
expecting it to retract properly. Instead, it completely unwound and wouldn't
retract a fraction of an inch!

I removed the left-hand center pillar trim and saw the rewind =pring had
dizlodged from s slot and wes partizlly protruding from a hole in a white plastie
cép., (See photos #7 and #2.)

At the bottom of the pillar, I could sea a hiack disk, about the digmoter of
a quarter, which I latar recovered. (It 1s shown 1n the three photos attached, )
Apparently, it was intended to hold the rawind spring in place in thea retractor.
However, only friction held the cover in 1ts intended position.

3 January 32000 T had the GM dealer in Karrvilla, TX (Atkinson Moctors) ordar s
new seat belt assambiy. Bafora {nstzllation, I placed duct tape ovar the plastic
cover to assure it would be hald in pltace thereby, perhaps, preventing another
failure. 1 kept the inoperative seat belt assembly and, on examinaticn, found
that tha Jap helt retractor mechanism hed & solid plastic cover over the rewind
spring and wag secured by four screws, two of which are visible 1n photo #3.

& January 2000 Curious about the relizbility of the passenger side sest belt
agsembly, I removed the right—=hand side center pilttar trim. I found not a plastic
dfsk cavaring the hole cver the rewind spring hut:; I found & pifece of duct tape
coversed the holal!! (That piece aof duct tape 15 attachad to tha NMTSA
questicnnaire, The imprint of the hole it covered i=s cleariy visible through the
tape I coverad it with.) The plastic disk prohsbly had fallen out of sight at the
bottom of tha pillar. Using the disk I recovarad from the left-hand pillar, I
coverad tha hole and secured it in place with duct taps. (I could sea the rewind
spring was st111! in 1ts dasigned pliece.)

Conciusion

Having bean an aeronautica’ engineer part of my 32 year career in the Us Alr
Force, I am not entirely ignorant of mechanical devices. Therefore, I assert the
des1gn of the shoulder belt retractor iz flawad for tha simple reason that the
Cadiliac Co. was trying to save a Tew pennies. (Meanwhilse, how many lives were
andangarad?} Furthermore, I have no reason not to believe that this problem is
not extant in other GM vehicies.

I do not consider tha milaaga at the time of occurrance waz & contributinag
factor in this fallure. T consider the Flawed design to be the singuiar cause of
this safety defecl.

T have retained the seat belt assembly in event your safety engineers take
sufficient interast to examine 1t. (I alsc question the efficacy of the plaztic
parts that should lock the rewind mechanism when inertia swings a small
cylindrical welght forward in event of a crash.)
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