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&R CALL CAN MAKE A DEFFEREN{E
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December 13, 1999 Juan Byron, CPS Technician- TO29&
545 Moore Road
Woodside, CA 94062
{650} 851-9880 voice/fax

NHTSA Auto Salety Hotline

400 Seventh Lane, SW

Washington, DC 20590

Attached please find 2 partially completed Vehicle Owner™s Questionnarre in which 1
attempt to report that somebody else’s new car has a seatbelt that may not mest the
Jockatnlity standard for compatibility wath child safety seats. The vehicle. a 1992 Kia
Sephia, came to my attention 4t a child safety seat checkup I was conducting on
Thanksgiving Day. Unfortunately [ failed to get the VIN, purchase date, desler, ete. I
phoned the owner once to get the missing info and she didn’t call back.

T attempted to assst the ownet™ with mstalling a Century model 4170 convertible (used
forward facing) child sabely seat (manufactured 10-01-98) and found that the right rear
lap/shoulder belt failed to stiy “pwitchiell” into (e mroistit lockir'y retinctor mode as
the Kia vehicle owner’s manual directed. The “automatic locking™ portion of the
belt/retractor gystem reset about 127 before the chuld safety seat would have been
scoured. The aeatbelt’s “dead space”™ was so large that I believe it is incompatible with
inust modern convertible safety seats; the vehicle has no tether anchor spots.

Az you are aware, the seatbelt normally has an “emergency locking” retractor but 1s
switched to an “automatic locking” retractor by pulling slowly to 1tz full extension.
Seathelts with this “switchable”™ retractor reset when most of the unfastened seathelt iz
allowed to retract. In checking dozens of 1996 and later vehicles with switchable
retractors, I've never seen one with such a large “dead space”.

I am concerned because I believe that some users will follow the vehicle owner’s manual
to gwitch the retractor (ta ALR}, then fail to notice that it has reset {to ELR) while
insialling a convertible safety seat. As you arg aware, this would be serious misuse,
likely to result in unnecessary injury to both child safety seat occupant and any other
accupant who may be hit by the loosely restrained child oecupant.

A secondary, perhaps cosmelic flaw, is that the plustic "bution”™ on the seathelt webbing
fintended to keep the sfiding latch from sliding into the seat bight bebween uses) easily
broke off when taking the slack out af the lap/shoulder belt while 1t was threaded through
the corvertible safety seal frame. Stiiching performs befter than plastic buttons.)

After I provided the owner with your Tips 1-9, she chose to install her seat rear facing in

the center rear with a manual lap belt and buy a hlghar RF weight limit convertible seat.

Please notify Kia of my concern, and provide me any [ollow up which is public.
*owner;

Since




