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Dear sos;

1 would like to report twe safety problems with a GMC pickup fruck.

You will first need this backgrommd information on my vehicle;
1906 GMC extended cab sierra 172 ton
555 twbodiese] engine

15" wheeis

There were very few 1/2 ton trucks made with & diesel engine. You can't even special opder one anymone. 1
am sure General Motors realized thedr error and stopped making them available.

Problem #1.

Because of the exra weight of the diesel engine, the scissors jeck provided with 12 ton pickups will not
pick a front wivesl up. It will raise a rear wheel or will raise a front wheel if it iz oot deflated. But if the
froot tire 13 flat and yon have o lower the jack all the way down, it will not raise the wheel at all. The metat
will twist and bresk and the jack will fail.

Problem #2.

Background, This is the fourth GMC 7 Chevy pickup that T have bought. As a salesman [ iravel 55,000 to
65,000 miles a year. My driving has not changed over the Jast 15 years and I allways pat over 150,000
milea on & vehicle before I ade # in for a new one. Trotate al] four tires snd the spare on a regular basis. ]
get 60,0040 miles o a set of tires and 80,000 miles on & set of brakes. The last three were pasoline enginas.

With this vehicle | still get about 60, {H00) miles om & set of tires but only get 45,000 miles out of & =et of

brakes. 1 am now working on my fourth sef of brakes. Every time 1 have the brakes worked on they have o

replace hoth the pads and * The rotors are ait covered with what the mpechanics call heat cracks, 1 have
rtors fume they are allways cracked. Each brake job cost over $500.00. All of the

mechanics
for 4 vehicle with a diesel enyine. With a diesel engine the motor does not help to Slow the vahicle dowa

\ffhmjm_lﬂ up on e accelerator. Al the stopping comes from the brakes. On al? of the trucks GM puts
diese] engines in now, they have heavy duty brakes and 16 wheels with larger rotors.

Becguse aof the miles 1 drive, T have experienced all the problems that normal mileage drivers will be ust

starting o find. My concern 15 the possitility of brake failure because of heat buildup and the rotors

cracking. [ da not think this prollem can be fixed. 1 do think drivers of these vehicles should be mage

:::re of the potential problem. They should also be advised to have the brakes checked en a more frequent
is.

if you have any ideas on a solwtion or wonld like further mformation feel free to contact me.

Sincearely;




