
Hightstown Police Department 
415A Mercer Street 

Hightstown, New Jersey 08520 
Phone: (609) 448-1234 - Fax: (609) 443-0310 - email: police@hightstownpd.org 

Frank Gendron 
hief of Police 

NHTSA 
Office of Defect lnve tigation Team 
1200 New Jersey Avenue, SE 
West Building 
Wa hington, DC 20590 

To Whom It May Concern: 

 

On this date, , my agency responded to a reported vehicle fire. Upon arrival smoke 

and flames were billowing from the trunk of the vehjcJe; an investigation to the cau e of the tire resulted 

in the matter being classified as accidental due to an electrical issue. The vehicle in question was a 20 I 0, 

Dodge Chai lenger, two (2) door, with VIN# . 

A further investigation revealed that the battery for the vehicle i located in the tiunk, within a well, 
which has no safety cover. The fire was started by a metal, vice grip, which was not secured in the truck 
of the vehicle, finding its way into the well containing the battery, and connected with the po itive 
tern1inal of the battery, which created an arc; th arc resulted in the vice grip being welded to 
wires/te1minal of the battery, facilitating the conduction of heat, re ulting in a fire. 

I believe this to be a serious safety issue and vehicles with the battery located in the trunk pace/area 
should be required to have a safety cover over the battery and it components, thwarting items interfering 

with connections and causing a fire, and potential power disruption, which may result in vehicle 
collisions, damage to property, and potential for injury and/or death. I am hopeful that your depa1tment 
may investigate this concern further. My re earch of operating manuals for Dodge vehicle containing a 
battery in the trunk re ulted in no safety covers for any Dodge containing the battery in the trunk of the 
vehicle. 

1 have enclosed a copy of the investigative report, with owner information, along with photograph 1 took 

at the scene. I am hopeful this will assist in your inve tigation. If you require additional infornrntion, or 
wish to discuss my concerns further, please do not hesitate to contact me at your earliest convenience. 

Res pectfu II y, 

. enjamin L. Miller 
Hightstown PD 
(P) 609-448-] 234 X 508
(E) bmiller hightstownpd.org

f'rotecrmg ond s, ,v ng Ou Coinmtmity 

jessica.butterfield
FOIA 1



Incident Details: 

Hightstown Police Department 
41 SA Mercer Street, Hightstown, NJ 08520 

Phone: 609-448-1234 Fax: 609-443-0310 Mun. Code: 1104 

lnvestiQation Report 

Case Number 

 

ime Reported 
I 

Date Reported 

07:26  

Time Occurred 
!
Date Occurred 

l1
Occurrence 

I
Time Occurred 

I
Date Occurred 911 

r
ompleted 

Between 
07:26 09/21 /22 Date/ Time of X 

Incident Tvoe: Incident Location: 

Fire 
Street# Street Name 

r
ntersection / Cross Street of: 

 
Business / Common Location Name 

Contact Information: Victim Suspect Complainant Witness Driver Arrest Patient MssinQ Location Other 
Code Contact Name #1 Ml Suffix Age Sex Race DOB SSN 

C  L  F 18 ; ... 

- .
Address Home Phone Cell Phone 

 Hiqhtstown NJ  
Code Contact Name #2 Ml Suffix Age Sex Race DOB SSN 

D1  E  M 1A ) �

··- ._ 

1 

- -

Address 

. Hiqhtstown NJ  
Code Contact Name #3 Ml Suffix 

Z1  F 
Address 

 Hiqhtstown NJ  
Code Contact Name #4 Ml Suffix 

Address 

Property Information 
Value of Stolen Property Currency Jewelry Furs 

Value of Stolen 

Property Recovered 

Automobile Information: 

1 
Vehicle Code Year Make Body Ty[) Veh. 1 Dodae 4 r.

2 

3 

4 

Narrative: 

Home Phone 

Age Sex Race DOB 

 M 1A 
Home Phone 

  Race DOB 

Home Phone 

Clothing Auto 

Color 
 

State VIN 
Blk NJ 

Cell Phone 

SSN 

-I 
... . 

Cell Phone 

SSN 

Cell Phone 

Misc. Total 

 

- .

.. 

On Wednseday,  at approximately 07:30 hours, I was dispatched to the area of the 

 for a report of smoke emanating from a parked vehicle. 

Upon arrival, I located a black Dodge Challenger (NJ: ) on  stopped in the 

i 

I 

street (northbound) with fire and smoke coming from the trunk area of the vehicle. I contacted police dispatch 

and confirmed the vehicle fire. Upon exiting my patrol vehicle #4, I grabbed a fire extinguisher to extinguish 

the flames that were coming from underneath the trunk. Sgt Miller arrived on location to assist with traffic 

and closed off  at the  entrance. Smoke from the trunk 

Officer of Record: Date: Other Reports Filed: Reviewed Bv: 
MVA Arrest DV DWI DWIQ Tow SD Cl TRO 

Ptl. Kenneth Larsen 1122 09/21/22 SHA Prop. Evdn UOF Prst Supp Juv Bias Pris 


















