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Thank you for your letter of November 8, 2017, regarding whether certain chemicals used in
automobile manufacturing may cause health effects. You specifically cite three models of
laguar cars, with specific concern for chemicais used in adhesives for the cabin headliner.

Under the Toxic Substances Control Act (TSCA), as amended by the frank R. Lautenberg
Chemical Safety for the 21st Century Act, EPA is required to prioritize chemicals for risk
evaluation, evaluate the safety of existing chemicals, and if unreasoaable risks are identlified,
the statute provides authorities to address those risks.

The first step in EPA’s process for evaluating the safety of existing chemicals is prioritization.
Prioritization is a risk-based screening process for designating chemical substances as either
High-Priority Substances for risk evaluation, or Low-Priority Substances far which risk
evaluation is not warranted at the time. TSCA requires EPA to give certain preferences to
prioritizing chemicals an the 2014 TSCA Work Plan, to consider certain criteria such as
hazard/exposure, persistence and bioaccumulation, but otherwise does not significantly limit
EPA's discretion to choose which chemicals enter the prioritization process. Once initiated, the
process provides stakeholders with ample notice of any EPA risk evaluation activity, as well as
two opportunities for the public to submit relevant information to the Agency. The process has
been designed to ensure that the Agency’s limited resources are focizsed on chemicals with the
greatest potential for risk.

In December 201€, EPA identified an initial list of ten chemicals subject to risk evaluation under
the amended TSCA. Three of these chemicals, trichloroethylene, methylene chloride, and
carbon tetrachloride, were cited in the materiats you forwarded with your letter, and your
information has been shared with the Risk Assessment Division in the Office of Pollution
Prevention and Toxics. The purpose of these ongoing risk evaiuations is to determine whether
the chemical substance presents an unreasonable risk to health or the environment under the
conditions of use {known, intended or reasonably foreseen uses) for the chemical substance.
As part of this process, EPA must evaluate both hazard and exposure, exclude consideration of
tosts or other non-risk factors, use scientific information and approaches in a manner that is

Intemat Address (URL) ® hupifwww.apa.gov
Recytlad/Recyclable w Printed with Vegetable O Based Inke on 100% Pasicanaumer, Procass Chiorine Frae Racycled Paper



consistent with the requirements in TSCA for the best available science, and ensure decisions
are based on the weight-of-scientific-evidence.

EPA expects to complete the risk evaluations for these chemicals no later than December 2019.
if at the end of the risk evaluation process, EPA determines that a chemical presents an
unreasonable risk to health or the environment, the chemical must immediately move to risk
management action under TSCA. EPA [s required implement, via regulation, regulatory
restrictions on the chemical to eliminate any unreasonable risk. The law provides a range of
risk management options that EPA can apply under TSCA alone or in combination, including
prohibiting, limiting or otherwise restricting manufacture, processing or distribution in
commerce; prohibiting, limiting or otherwise restricting for particular use or above a set
concentration; requiring minimum warnings and instructions; requiring recordkeeping,
monitoring or testing; prohibiting or regulating manner or method of commrercial use,
prohibiting or regulating manner or method of disposal; and directing
manufacturers/processors to give notice of risk to distributors and users and replace or
repurchase. The law requires EPA to propose reguiations to address the unreasonable risk
within one year of when the risk evaluation is completed, and finalized within two years. The
public would have an opportunity to comment on the proposed regulation.

Please know that EPA is conducting a thorough and rigorous analysis of the chemicals identified
for risk evaluation under TSCA, including the three chemicals you mentioned. To keep informed
of our work, both risk evaluation and risk management of these chemicals, please visit the
following websites. These websites will be updated as EPA continues its scientific and
regulatory work.

Risk Evaluation Webpage:
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Risk Management Webpage
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Thank you for sharing your infermation, and for your interest in our werk to implement TSCA. if
you have further questions, please contact Doug Parsons at 202-564-0341, or

arsons.douglas@e V.

Sincer y,.

1 ei Wolf, Chte
Existing Chemicals Branch
Office of Pollution Prevention and Toxics
















































































