INFORMATION REDACTED PURSUANT TOTHE FREEDOM

January 10, 2018 OF INFORMATION ACT (FOIA), 5 U.5.C.552(B)(6)
FEB 1 ¢ 2018
National Highway Traffic Safety Administration
1200 New Jersey Avenue, S.E.
Washington, DC 20590 Ol, 107 LWDS“ 795 |

Sirs:

[ am writing to call your attention to a recall on my Forest River Cherokee Wolf Pack which I feel
contains erroneous calculations and may create a serious safety concern.

It was manufactured in 2009 and has a published empty weight of 6153 and a published gross weight of
8011. The DOT stickers indicate the axle capacity of 3750 each.

The recall (NHTSA #17V237, dated 30 May 2017) consists of a revised empty weight of 6094 and a
revised gross weight of 8987. However, they derated the axle capacity to 3500 each. Consequently, the
new axle weight combined is 7000 Ibs and a new gross weight of 8987, almost a 2000 Ibs difference.

[ contacted Forest River about this discrepancy and they claim the difference is tongue weight. The unit
is a tongue pull and not a 5™ wheel so there is no way the tongue weight can be almost 2000 Ibs!

I'have shown these calculations to three RV service and repair facilities and they seem to be baffled by
the calculations Forest River arrived at, It appears the math doesn’t make sense and if I go by the new
calculated GYW, I may seriously overload the axles causing a failure contributing to a dangerous or
possible fatal accident. -

The service and repair facilities which I consulted indicate that the only way I can get the axles to support
the revised gross weight is to upgrade the axles to 5200 each or to 7000 each!

The estimates to accomplish this upgrade vary up to $2500, as changing the axles requires buying new
wheels and 10 ply tires.

1am now reluctant to use the unit for which it was designed and manufactured as the safety issue
concerns me.

I’m not sure how to proceed in this matter. I will probably have to upgrade the axles, wheels and tires in
order to make use of the vehicle but at the same time I feel this expense should not be the responsibility of
the consumer that purchased a vehicle in good faith based on the capability represented by the
manufacturer.

Please note, I copied this letter to Forest River and hope to receive instructions on how to solve this
discrepancy.

Sincerely,

Lau_k;: Havasu C_ity, AZ

cc: Forest River
Cherokee Wolf Pack
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