


and Space Administration (NASA) engineers with expertise in areas such as computer controlled
electronic systems, electromagnetic interference and software integrity to conduct research into
whether electronic systems or electromagnetic interference played a role in incidents of
unintended acceleration.

In addition, a panel at the National Academy of Sciences (NAS) concluded a broad review of
unintended acceleration and electronic throttle control systems in January 2012. The NAS study
was launched in spring 2010 alongside the NHTSA-NASA investigation. The study examined
unintended acceleration and electronic vehicle controls across the entire automotive industry.
The panel’s report finds NHTSA's decision to close its investigation of Toyota's unintended
acceleration justified on the basis of the agency's investigations.

To this date, NHTSA continues to monitor unintended acceleration. However, NASA, NHTSA
and NAS engineers and scientist found no electronic flaws in Toyota vehicles capable of
producing the large throttle openings required to create dangerous high-speed unintended
acceleration incidents. The two mechanical safety defects identified by NHTSA - “sticking™
accelerator pedals and design flaws that enable accelerator pedals to become trapped remain the
only known causes for these kinds of unsafe unintended acceleration incidents. Toyota has
recalled slightly more than 10 million vehicles in the United States for these two safety defects.

Should you encounter a safety-related problem with a motor vehicle or motor vehicle equipment
in the future, we would appreciate it if you would complete an electronic Vehicle Owner’s
Questionnaire online at www.nhtsa.dot.gov/ivoq or call the Auto Safety Hotline at
888-327-4236. Also, the NHTSA Executive Summary and NHTSA Full Report for the NHTSA-
NASA investigation can be located online at www.nhtsa.dot.gov.

Sincerely,
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Randy Reid, Chief
Correspondence Research Division
Office of Defects Investigation
Enforcement






