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Date Received Repository D 

21 ·AUG·2017 

OCT JI 2017 
Reference No. 

11016455 

---------------------1- Nurrber E-rrail Address 

Evening Telephone Nurrber -
City 

ERIE state PA 

The Information you provide will be used to Identify potentfaf safety-related defects. We may share your Information with the 
applicable vehicle mttnufactvrer during an investigation or recall in aca,rdance with the routine uses described in the agency~ Privacy 

Adnotice. See49FR53971 (Sep.3,2004) . 

17 digit Vehicle ldentfication Number Located art bottom of wlnd5tlield on driver's side Make Model Model Year 
•• 

4UZABRDTXF~ ~4$ e.Jrr i~!i¥~$ . FREIGHTLINER 

Date Purchased Dealer's Narre and Telephone Nurrt:Jer 

B2 BUS Ct-lASSIS 

7Jv '?~f.r, 
·engine: 

-------------------------.....---------- No: Cylinders 
St~te Zlp Code 

Transmssion Type S Antllock Brake Powertrain Multiple Failure: 

D Cruise Control 

FAILED COMPONl:NT(S)/PART(S) IPFORMATION 

Tire Make 

DOT No. (ElcalTl) le: DOTMAL9ABC036 

Tre Corrponent 

alee; 
eat Type: 

Seat Cotrp0nent Code : 

Nilrratlve Description of lnddent(S), CrHh(e•), and Jnjury(les). 

Incident Date(s) 

01-FEB-2017 

Failure Mileage 
42000 

FaHure Speed 

Please describe (1) events leading up to the fllllure, (2) flllllure and its consequences, and (3) what - done to correct the failure; 
l.e, art1 re aired or 1'1!9lillced (and If old part• avaNable . 

TL* TliE CONTACT~ A 2015 N/A FREIGHTUNER B2 BUS CHASSIS. TliE CONTACT STA TED THAT WHILE OPERATING TliE VEHICLE ON A 

DOWN HILL SLOP COVERED WITH SNOW AND ICE, THE BUS WAS [DUNG FORWARD WHEN TliE VEHICLE AHEAD SUDDENLY STOPPED. THE 

DRIVER IMMEDIATELY APPUED THE BRAKE PEDAL AND INSTANTI.Y FELT TliE ABS PULSATING ON ALL 4 WHEELS PREVENTING THE BRAKES FROM 

STOPPING THE BUS WHICH CONTINUED TO DRIVE FORWARD AND CRASHED INTO TliE REAR OF TliE VEHICLE. DURING THE CRASH, NO 

CNJURIES WERE REPORTED. A POUCE REPORT WAS FILE AT THE SCENE. THE DEALER WAS NOT CONTACTED. THE MANUFACTURER WAS NOT 

NOTIFIED OF THE FAIWRE. THE FAILURE MILEAGE WAS 42,000, 

.Or\ve-r fkSI aw"'e..r 

The Prlwacy Act of 1974-Publc Laiw H•!ll7!1 Thia lllfonn•don Is requHted pMnuHt to aulftorlty wested In tlte ,.tlaaa l "1!11-, Traffic: 51fety Ac;i and 1UOMquent 

... ,n11nent1, You are •1111•• no olllltlttlon to ,.,_,11 t .. question"""- · Your response may lie •Nd to ••llt tll• lllfTSA_ In deelemflllnl ,..ether a Ma,.,facturer 

sllodll talce 1ppr11Flate ,ct1o11 to correct.a nr.ty d•fect. JI die retT5A proceed• .,.h admllllltratlve enforcement or ltlgatlon a9alrwt a manufactunr, yow raponN, 
Of• sutl1Clcal111 .. 1111ry dlaNol, .,.., ~ •ed lnnpportofthe 111•ncy "1 action. 

. -

Margaret.Abbew.ctr
FOIA STAMP



Nationa l Highway Traffic Safety Administration 

Office of Defects Investigation, NEF-100 

1200 New Jersey Ave. South East 

Washington, D.C. 20077-9382 
September 30, 2017 

This accident may be a representation of thousands of accidents around the world every year. 

Many people don't have the ability to understand what actually happens in an accident, partially 

because of the traumatic experience and/or the lack of mechanical understanding, so they can't report 

it. 
-We prove here why the manuals tell us that the "Anti-Lock system does not necessarily shorten the 

stoppj f)g distance", because it ~Ctl!911y e_~t~oQ.s_ t h~--~! QQJ>ir'g_ dJ~!~nce in some situat ions by reducing 

brake pressure to the wheel/'s that are skidding, or about to skid, permitting them to turn, including the 

drive wheels. If the tract ion on the drive wheels would have been used to stop the bus rather than drive 

it forward it would not have been pushed into the leading vehicle. This revelat ion should move us to 

improve the system and remove the hazard it induces. 

The State Commercial Drivers Manual even says: 

A. "ABS does not necessarily shorten your stopping distance," 

B. "ABS will not _necessarily shorten stopping distance," 

C. '' ... but not always shorten stopping distance." 

The computer isn't concerned with what is in front of the vehicle; it just wants it to go the direction the 

wheels a re turned without sliding sideways, to the detriment of the necessity to stop. We shou Id have 

the necessity to prevent collis ions as the priority. 

Possibly programing the computer to disable the anti-lor;k function once the bus speed gets down to 7 

mph, or Idle speed, to permit the drive wheels to lock and use the traction to stop rather than permit 

them to push the vehicle over a cliff or into an object, or person. 

Thank you for your time and consideration 

Sincerely, 




