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The Honorable Dennis A. Ross

Based on |l information, NHTSA is monitoring Hendrickson axles and reviewing
all available data to determine if other trailer manufacturers that use these axles are
experiencing similar fires. As part of our review, we will contact Cottrell Trailers and the
axle/suspension supplier, Hendrickson, to see if they received any reports of axle fires or other
safety-related defects. Please note that NHTSA has not reached any determinations or opened

‘a formal investigation at this time. The information you and |JJforovided will be
considered with future reports to identify any safety defect trends that may require our
attention.

While neither NHTSA nor Cottrell Trailers have determined that a safety-related defect exists
in the 2009 Cottrell 7510 trailer owned by |l such a determination would require
Cottrell to initiate a safety recall. If such a recall was initiated, it would be the responsibility of
the original manufacturer of the vehicle to provide a remedy for any components installed in
the vehicle when it was manufactured. The supplier of a defective component is only
responsible for conducting a recall of those parts sold as replacement equipment. In either
case, there is no fixed deadline by which replacement parts must be made available, as our
statute requires that a remedy must be provided within a reasonable peried of time.

also asks why are there different laws for agricultural vehicles and highway
vehicles such as his trailer. We note first that agricultural and other off-road vehicles are not
under NHTSA'’s jurisdiction, which is limited to motor vehicles and equipment primarily
intended for highway use. Therefore, our statutes and regulations, as Federal law, create a
uniform set of requirements for highway vehicles and equipment across all of the States. If, as

observes, Florida has established a different requirement for agricultural
vehicles, it may do so because such a law would apply only to off-road vehicles or equipment.

For I »formation, an explanation of NHTSA’s investigation and recall process
is on our website at https://www-odi.nhtsa.dot.gov/recalls/recallprocess.cfm.

I hope this information is helpful. If you have any questions, please feel free to contact me or
Mr. Jeffrey M. Giuseppe, Associate Administrator for Enforcement at 202-493-2631.

Sincerely yours,

Brian Barnard |
Director, Governmental Affairs,

Policy and Strategic Planning
cc: Washington Office





