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Calculate tongue weight
on a bumper pull

Trailer Weight (Ibs or kg)

Length of body I {205  ||Inches /|
Distance from the center of the
axles to the back of the trailer = ‘LI ‘m—ChLV]

Tongue weight: -78 (-2.19%)

Double D Trailers Add this widget to your site

ﬁ o’



| gmcoom;ime fifatssckswby Songue-weihi-esmpanant-for safi-tomang him m *
What Is Proper Tongue Weight?

For conventional lrailers with ball-mounted hitches, proper longue weight is roughly 10 1o 15 percent of the total loaded railer weight.

For instance, if a 2 000-pound conventiona! trailer is loaded wilh 1,000 pounds of cargo, the proper tongue weight of the loaded trailer should be between 300 and 450
pounds, or 10-15 peicent of the loaded 3.000 pound total

Additionally, some resinctions may apply 1o the design of the hitch itself - for instance, Sierra 1500 pickup truck models towing trailers with tongue weights grealer than
700-800 pounds should move from & weight-cantying hitch to a weight-distibuting hitch. Consult your owner's manual or dealership for more detaled information

For goosenack and fifth wheel trailers, which are designed to hendle larger loads, proper longue waight 1s between 15 and 30 percent of the loaded lraller weight

Load Placement

A comectly placed load 1s key o ensunng both a proper tongue weight and a safe trallenng expenence An improper load condition can make for a dangerous trailermg
situation According 1o the GMC Trailering Guide, to get the proper traier tongue weight, you should put aboul 60 percent of the load centered evenly over the front half of
the trailer. For instance, if that 2000-pound trailer is still carrying 1000 pounds, roughly 600 pounds should be in the front hall of the lrailer

Check and Balance

Ensunng your trailer 1s properly baianced is key, and can easily be verified by visiting a public scale and weighing your vehicle and trailer a few times In order to check
your fongue weight, follow these steps

= Load your vehicle and lrailer as they would be for your tnip, and hilch the trailer to the tow velicie

= Drive the tow vehicle onlo the scale platform so its wheels are on the scale, but do nol pull the trailer tires onto the scale. The resulting figure is will be known as the
“combined” weight

« After pulling off the scale, disconnect the trailer, and re-weaigh only your low vehicle on Ihe scale. The resulling figure will be known as the "solo” weight,

« Sublract the second hiqure (solo weight) from the first (combined weiaht) in order o determine your current longue waght

It the result of that calculation is within the preper langue weight range for your loaded trailer, congratulations — you're properiy balanced. If not, don'l fret It your longue
weight 1s too low, move the load forward a bit If you need 1o reduce fongue weight, move the weight turther back on the frailer. Once you have your proper balance,
ensure the load is also evenly distributed on the left and right sides of the traler, and secure it to prevent it from sliding while in motion





