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On February 9, 2017, my son was driving his jeep home and noticed his steering wheel was off
center. After going around a curve at the posted speed of 70 mph, the stabilizer active light
came on. He slowed down and as he did, the front of the jeep shook violently and he lost
steering. The front axle track bar bracket broke loose from the axle. After checkingit, | called
the local dealer in Ashland, KY. They advised me that this was a common problem and they had
replaced several axles for the same problem. My jeep was still under power train warranty but
only lubricated parts. | was told to call customer service as they may cover the repairs or part
of the repairs. Also, if | was to do the repairs myself to keep a receipt because they see a recall
coming soon. | called Jeep customer service twice and they said they would return my call
however; | still have not received that return call. The dealership told me that if they replaced
the axle that they would have to replace it with the same style of axle that failed with no
improvements. | am an ASE, General Motors Master Technician. | needed to have the jeep
repaired as it is my son’s only means of transportation to go back and forth to college and work.
Since the dealership told me that the stock replacement axle wasn’t any different than the one
that broke and there was a possibility of it breaking again, | did some research and found the
best name brand aftermarket axle that | thought would be better and a onetime fix so |
purchased it and did the repairs myself. | have enclosed copies of the invoice for the
replacement axle, copies of my certifications, and print-offs of the JK Forum where other
customers have had the same problems. Had my son not slowed down when he thought that
something might be wrong, he would have been driving at a speed of 70 mph and would have
lost control when he lost steering. |told the receptionist at Jeep Customer Service this and
tried to convey to her that if this happens when somebody is driving at a high rate of speed and
they are unable to get slowed down in time that somebody was going to end up seriously hurt
or killed and she assured me that | would be receiving a return phone call which as | mentioned
above, I still have not received. 1 own and drive a jeep myself and this was so bad and
concerning to me that | have purchased additional material to reinforce the axle on my jeep
hoping to avoid having the same problem happen to me.
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River City Offroad

832-526-2416
2/13/2017
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1 TER3503004  Teraflex JK 4" Tera30 HD Front Replacement Housing 7200000 200000
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Total $2,000.00
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Resuits 1to 10 0f 14
Thread: Broken front track bar bracket
i . Thread Teois Search Th
12-20-2008, 05:39 &M
THE GAGRON ¢

Broken fmnt tmck har bncket

For some unknown reaso, wm\e 1 was cﬁsuany dnv(nq down the road today, I snapped my front track par bracket right off my &

Has anyone eise experienced this? What would be the cause(s) of this happening? I replaced by steering stabilizer a month ago a
result of the Death Wobble, but it appears that something else is causing the instability. Instead of the stabilizer biowing this time

Join Dover | Sep 2008 the bracket broke off.
Locgrion:  YOKOSUKA, JAPAH Thoughts?

Fosts: A

L

2067 JK-Unlimited, Half Door

2 Full Traction 8B

23" Nitto Ali-Tenains

Pro-comp MK-6 Adjustable Shocks & Steering Stahifizer

Reply With

12-21.2008, G421 AM

K Enthusiast

S e there, Ir ycu uet DW and rephce the .35 it ray qo away, hke mine wouid, but now you ha»e a defective mount‘ I stilf tryi
tocate my DW probiem and the first thing I need to go Is replace the mount with a beefier one so I not driving down the highwi
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Broken front track bar bracket Page 2 of 12

when it #y's off. [ know, Im repeating what has been said, but it cant be said enough. DW puts 3 big strain on the mount. Also, ©
your other paris for damage. Like me, good tuck. Glad you are ok.

1 verial otah
Posti: X2
¥

% 2 PR. Wrangler X, $ott,

3 rucomp bend sk 3775, Mud. 5.5 Moab Hit.
Jenson Dvd, 2200 nag, Mo Rat
"Moal Edition™ wiCnof Grean Stickars.

Reply With
21-2008, $4:48 AM
; o mdy“ fowes
anywho.
Did you retorque you trackbar wihen yeu instafied the S5? Or just bolted i up and didnt check anything else?
in Daver (L2006
Locstio QR 4ls
Fosts: 15133
¥
Lastextind by Piginajeap: 12-21-2008 at 04:52 AN,
Help HappyCurmudgeon's Fight Against Cancer
»> Clck here to make @ Donalion
Fulltraction 3" Long arm, Pureleep Fenders & 37's
Reply With

12-23-2008, $7.06 AM

Jowy £

Locetion: Everets, WA

Posts: 2,578




Broken front track bar bracket

Page 3 of 12

07 2 Dr JK Rubicon named RubyDo0 in biack
TeraFlex 2.5 BB with 4Dr Ruby spiings
Warn front and rear bumpers
Skid Row engineftrans skid plate
rear box 30°x36" fulf of tools and stuff
High }ift 4' on rear roft bar
8274 warn winch

TAA B fights on windshield mounts
Cragar 34% steel wheels in silver
Riddler diff covers
35x1250x17 procomp Xterraing
Yukon 5.13 gears
Alioy USA front Crololly shafts
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TeraFlex Lo kit
www.northridgedx4.com

Reply With

12-21-2008, G3:53 AM

IK Newbie

%% Criginally Posted b_

are you really in japan?

Jomn Date: anpwio.
Location:  YOROSUKA, JAPAN Did you retorgue you trackbar when you instevied the $57 Or just bolted it up and didnt check anything else?

POSIS: 24

I was in Japan when I ordered my Jeep... guess it is about time that 1 update my profile. 1 reside in San Diego now.

Regarding retorguing the tracikbar, I had my SS instailed at 4 wheel parts. I am a mechanical idiot, and I would rather have
“professionals” install suspension components as simple as a S5 Install might be.

Besides torguing my track bar, what else could cause the fatlure? [ am going to have 4 wheel parts reinforce hoth my front and n
track bar brackerts. I am going to have them rotate, balance, and align my tires, and retorque ali my suspension compaonentis.
Anything eise that I shouid ¢o?

2007 IK-Unlimited, Half Door
* Full Traction 8B
33" Nitto Al-Terrains
Pra-comp MX-6 Adjustable Shocks & Steering Stabil

Raply With

12-21-2008, 08:55 A

28 OCnginally Posted by_

RutyDoo's broke after bending the tierod bar and 3iso dug to many deatl wobbies, Found the factory weids were NOT complete and had
sust under theen,

Joirs Date:

Location:

POSIS: 24

3/22/2017
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This focks identical to the damage on my jeep. 4 wheel parts said that the brackets were only walded to the sxel on one side,

2007 JK-Unlimited, Half Door
Full fraction BR
33° Nitto All-Terveins
ro-comp MX-6 Adjustable Shorks & Steering Stahifizer

Reply With

12-21-2008, 05:08 AM

5/ 3/22/2017
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Jour Dater

Logation: Lagusa higuet, CA

fosts: 36,537

Has anyone else experenced this? What woiild be the <ause(s} of this fappening? I replaced by stegring siabilizer & month ago 3s a resulf

of the Degth Wobble, but it appears that sometlyng else is causing the instabiity, Instesd of e stabilizer b!z)wilgz Hys time, the bracket
Droke off.

Thoughts?

unfortunately, | have been seeing this a lot iately and especiatly so on Jjeeps running a track bar raloration bracket on the axie,
UNFORUNTATELY, somecne gave you the erronesus information that an SS would fix your DW when all along, your track har mo
failing was the cause of it.

Regarding setorquing the lackbar, I hiad my 55 jnstakied ot 4 wheel pts. J ant a mechanical oiot, and 2 would rathier have profassionais”
ISt SusPEnsIon ComXMEnts as simple as & 5 st 10ight be.

unfortunately, retorquing your track bar bolts would not have prevented the tearing off of your track bar mount.

Busides orguing my track ar, what else could cause He failue? I am oing to have + wheel parts reinfivee both my front and rear track
b brackerts. 1 am going to have Wem rotaie, batance, and aligrs my Bres, and retomue Jll my suspension COMPONENLs. Anyihing sise that
1 shoutdd ifo?

the increased laverage being placed on your Lrack bar axle mount from your larger tires most tikely caused it to get fatigued. if v
were running a track bat relocation bracket at this location, that would have only amplified the ieverage ang onace the factory mo
started to fatigue, it would have aflowed for more flexing. of course, this flexing is what allows DY to occur and once you have D
the forces being placed aa the mount would oniy be intensified and to the point where it WILL tear it off,

o x%
once the mount Is repaired, be sure to reinforce it snd doubie ch your ather front end susnengion/steering components for

looseness as DW can and will lapsen everything,

Reply With

JK Enthusiast

)

Joiss Date:r Jun 2008

12

it HEC

Posts: 143

a few vendors make a trackbar bracket BRACE,

After my T8 hraciet failed for the second time, I ordered the adjustable TB snd front ang rear braces.

Once you've experienced bracket fatlure, DW and a long Bmping ride home, these pants dont seem to expensive anymore,
o fgare. '

gotd thread, I hepe anvone with signs of DW will inspect their brackets VERY ciosely and implement the braces ASAP,

Northridgedx4

Reply With

3ec 2008

Crawiorado

Posts: 1028

off vy relocation bracket. guess i

Keen an eye on your gir.
i work my rubbers like a furnpike

The Cage
White Widow in action

Seats for sala

Reply With

O & on Deatfy Wobble for & counle of weeks after Hing my JK with a 2" Bl Traction
home tonights

. Snapped off niy track bar bracket on the way
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l@# $eere goas my ath of july weekendt @)
death wobbie was because you didnt need the track Bar bracket.@8
Join Dabe:  Oct 2606 Jet the bracket welded back on and ditch the bracket
Location: GHIdo COMING UP
Posts: 15,132
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