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found by their son in their High-
land Park home Monday morning.
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1Ignition
deaths
alarming
Carbon monoxide
poisoning of Lake
County couple whose
car was accidentally

left running points to
a flaw in technology

BY ROBERT McCoPPIN
AND SUSAN BERGER
Chicago Tribune

For decades, American drivers
generally had to do two things to
get their car keys out of the
ignition when they left a vehicle:
Put it in park and turn off the
engine.

But new keyless ignitions have
disrupted that habit. Now, drivers
can walk away with their key fobs
and leave their motors running.
Today’s quieter engines also en-
hance the risk of motorists leaving
their cars running without realiz-
ing it — a scenario that can be
deadly if a car is inside a garage or
other enclosed space.
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appened t and [N
*who were found dead

in their Highland Park residence
Monday. Authorities and the cou-
ple’s son, a lieutenant in the local
fire department, said lethal levels
of carbon monoxide accumulated
in the home after the couple’s
keyless 2013 Lincoln MKS was left
running in the garage, possibly
overnight.

Turn to Keyless, Page 12
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The deaths are part of a
small but alarming, and
seemingly growing, phe-
nomenon of people being
killed or sickened by carbon
monoxide from a keyless
car accidentally left run-
ning. Safety advocates say
the problem requires an
immediate solution, but,
facing opposition from the
auto industry, federal regu-
lators have been taking
years to act.

Different safety groups
have counted a half-dozen
to a dozen deaths nation-
wide from carbon monox-
ide poisoning involving ve-
hicles with keyless igni-
tions, not including the two
in Highland Park this
month.

In New York, a man died
and a college professor suf-
fered permanent brain
damage in 2009 after their
keyless car was left running,
according to published re-
ports. A young couple was
reportedly killed the follow-
ing year after a keyless auto
poisoned them in a Florida

Keyless ignition deaths
part of disturbing trend

Models offering keyless start

Cars with keyless ignitions are becoming more popular.
Experts say that as a result, cars being left running by

mistake have created new safety hazards.
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Those are asmall fraction
of about 430 accidental car-
bon monoxide poisoning
deaths nationwide in a typi-
cal year, according to fed-
eral statistics. But Sean
Kane, founder of Safety
Research & Strategies, a
Massachusetts-based com-
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pany that conducts research

for public and private cli-
ents, said deaths involving
keyless cars. are likely
undercounted, because no
reporting is required specif-
ically on such incidents. His
firm, whose clients include
lawyers who are suing auto-
makers, has tallied 12 deaths
related to poisoning from
keyless cars,

“Keyless ignition has up-
ended the relationship be-
tween the driver and the
car;” Kane said. “It’s created
a scenario where you can
easily leave a vehicle run-
ning and not know it.”

In the case,
their son, Cesare, said he
discovered his parents un-
conscious when he arrived
at their home early that
morning — something he
often did when he com-
pleted his overnight shifts at
the fire station.

Typically, he would chat
with his parents about fami-
ly news over an espresso
before his mother left for
work at The Lake Forest
Shop, a women’s clothing
store, and his dad went to

. Bt Moy, IR
job. But Monday,

said, he found the ge
door open and his| ear-

old father unresponsive on
the floor. ﬂ began


















