INFORMATION Redacted PURSUANT TO THE FREEDOM OF
INFORMATION ACT (FOIA), 5 U.5.C . 552(B)(6)


carla.nelson
FOIA B6


On May 8" my wife drove our 2011 Ford Taurus down to Escanaba (about 15 miles)
Made several stop & go at stop lights and stopped at several stores in Escanaba before
driving to Wal-Mart

She parked the car in the Wal-Mart parking lot in a lane 6 angle slot and went into the
store, (about 11 am), returned to the Taurus shortly after 1 pm. She entered the Taurus
And was going to pick up a prescription at Wall Greens that would not be ready until
after 1:30pm.she was not in a hurry, so she called her sister on the phone, she ended the
call about 1:30, put the phone in her purse, put her seat belt on and started the Taurus,
which was in park, placed her left foot on the brake and shifted the car into drive. The
car suddenly accelerated at a high rate of speed out of control. She had not placed her
foot on the accelerator. The Taurus traveled about 50 ft out of control, my wife tried to
turn the steering wheel to the left in an attempt to avoid a car that was parked across the
lane next to a cart corral and 2 people that were standing to the left of the parked vehicle.
The Taurus right front struck the vehicle parked next to the cart corral and bounced to the
ieft of the lane towards the cars parked in lane 6. My wife managed to turn the Taurus to
the right while applying the brake as hard as she could. The Taurus continued to
accelerate as the front tires skidded, final stopping some 100 ft or more down the lane.
My wife then shifted into park

Escanaba City Police Officer Melette was the first Officer to arrive at the scene checked
the vehicle and driver that the Taurus had hit and called the Para-Medics and an
ambulance. A second Police Officer Van Drese arrived and after checking with the first
Officer checked on my wife. My wife told the Officer that she was not hurt and ask

him to call her son id not answer so my wife asked him to call her so

who answered and came to the accident scene in about 10 min. My wife asked the
Officer if she had hit anybody, referring to the people she had seen standing near the
vehicle she had hit. The Officer told her she had hit a car and the man in the car was hurt
and was going to the hospital in the ambulance. The Para-Medics interviewed my wife
and found she was not hurt but was alert and knew she had hit a vehicle

No tickets were issued at the scene of the accident. The first Officer did not interview my
wife at the scene, My son|Jjieft the scene of the accident with his mother to take her
home however on the way home my wife received a call to return to the Police station,
Officer Meleite advised my wife that because there was a PI involved he was issuing her
a citation for careless driving,

1 interviewed Officer Melette the next day and he advised he had viewed the Wal-Mart
security video of the accident and said the it showed that my wife was responsible for the
sudden acceleration, He said I could contest the citation.

1 did contest the citation after learning that the Ford Taurus had several sudden
accelerations incidents. And after reviewed the security video I found that the Officers
Report of the video was inaccurate.

A hearing was held on June 18 before the District Court Magistrate.









