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By Tom KrIsiEn
AND DEE-ANTS DURBIR
Associatéd Press

DETROIT It'sa C’QSL of
buyer bevwars, withpotentially
éangerous consegences.

- Moyethan 48 million cars and
truckson the road inthe US, —
ehout one-fifth the total — were

recalled because of safety defects
but never repaired, according to a
-study by Carfax, a comnpany that
sells vahicle historyreports. Some
of those defectz have the s potentisl
£ caltse n crash, injury, even
death,

. Lastyear, atound 5 million of

those cars were: sold to new own-
s,

That's because there is no legal

- reguivementfor dealers or mdl-
vidual seflers o got the repairs
done beforea used car is sold.

. Theyarenot even obligated to tell

vers zf aear is subject to a re-
cgjﬁ.
“Ts nvety ma;m‘ public safety

pmbiem;" says Chriy Basso, a.

- whichanalyzed state registration
* datato determine that one-fifth of
- the 238 wiillion cars onthe na-
.- Hon' roids Bag an wnrepgived
problem that Was the subject of a
recall, “When those recalled cars

ulators
3 on ’that retpitires deal-
érs to fix recalled used car s, frde-
eiealers oppose such i

used-car iﬁ;eczaimtfar (.ar‘ax, o

- gounfited, theycompoumi Loty N {
theyears, ‘

Epushmg" "

clese teealls to buyérs, becausea
new government database malkes
iteaster fo tell i 4 car on theiy ot
hnsbeen recalled.

The number.of urdixed cars is
certain to rise because antornak-
ers recalled nearly 64 miilion
ve}nc]es nattonwide last yeay,
double the old recovd set in 2004,
Government data show that 25
percent of car owmiers never et
recall repairs done.

Mo one'is surc how many
cinshes or injuries happen be-
cause of unheeded recalls. But.
buyitig an unrepaired car cost

&hxs life: The Wllyenr-
old father of two died Jan, 18
when shrapnel from the drivers
alr bag in his 2002 Honda Accord
tore nto his neck after o Jrihite s
accidentriear Houston,

ord had bedrrvecatled
in 2011 to fixa faulty alr bag in-
Hlator made by Takata Corp. that

But neither tie two previous
owners nor the independent
dealer in Houston who sold [l
the e 1il 2014 hac} the

al tﬁx the defective nir -
ba arx& doesn't diey” Amons
says:.

F ’-‘vd?“ﬂnawret;uuts cax com-

»

.. somethin g isbeench
- eleared ! ' '
Dennis Koulatsos; Woansivmé B

cen explode with too much force.

ggzcbsa%{?ff, & prol

‘cavs are hard to get, znd théy

~ repairs — and 'wiﬂmuﬂ:‘ 'teﬁggg buyers of problem

panies to notify owners o} arecall

within 60 days of findirig a safety

defect, which Honda did in 2011,
But there’sno legal vequirgment
that companies contact £
owner if a car changes |
of CGien Biinie,
Md., traded a pickup truck for a
2011 Toyotz Prius in March of last
year at Koons Ford in Baltimare.
Shotily wfier he toolk the bay
home, he read adealeriprovided
Carfax report and fouucil that his
car had been recalled ju Februar

stalling: Koons Had notd
repair, and no sales persos
tioned the mcaﬁ, s

¢ says.
general manages, says [N

- should have been fixed beaause

#rs, e sayy, have mceﬁh_ o'
recaﬂeci cars, ’I‘E‘xey could Ecse

depreciate by the day when t:hey
siton thelet heshys. -
}hmmber of a;t:umpi'st‘o pass

detnbase allows dealers fo chsx:k

laws requiring dealers to'fiy re- -
éalledicarsor disclose probiems

have stalled under oppuosition

from carmakers, avto deslers and

the 1.8 Chargber of Comruerce,
Mark Rosekind, the new head of
the Mational Highway Traffic -
&mfczsy Administation, and Trans-
portation Secretary Anthony
Toxy are making another push,
“We coawiot aliow vehicles with

potentialyd dangerous defet:ts o
Jetve used-car Iots withoutthe |

NECEsSEY repairs’” Rosekind. SHYS.
Used-car dealers foughtpast

legistation because they didn’s
“have scopss toa national datsbagse

to-eheck for recalls, says Steve

Jordan, CEO of the 16,000-men-
. bertational’ Inciepmciem Anto-
e mobﬂe Dreslers Association. -

“Thatehanged in August when

‘the povernment set up a website

(safereargoy) for dealers and’

driversto checlk recalls by }{evmg oy
inthe I7-digitvehide 1éent1ﬁ<:au
tioh nursber, Now, Jordan says,

the association may supporta -
disclosure favy sslongasthe

ety of eompem:ors Emn deit
§3§r automakers. Those deale:s e
‘the only ones mithorized to dz} :

-vegall vepairs.

The Natmml ﬁuwmcbﬂa
Dealers Association, which repre-

“sentsnevw-car dealersthatsell -
usethars, hasn’%. takena position

on the repair requivements. Tris

waitiog for the povierninent to

astiniabe the cost, the: effect m L

silesand whother themensire
L W{mi{i apve fives, '

?fndzv:dgai selirs won't face

- anyrepaic or disclostrerequire-
rpents, Individuals sold fist onder
: .am«timd ofthe 4 amillion used

cars i thetrs, is&styem', seoord-
ing to the Stratesdd Vi Ision re-
seavch fion e
Toawe vear a Honda exemmv&
Houted theides i reduiring recall

: mpzms before license plates can

be renemzd Fhatlysimilarto the
practice in Germany, where the
ZOverninent Can TevoKe fegis-

‘trationsof cais wﬁ:h ou‘ssmn&mg

recalls:
(& foderal law fﬁ&‘*‘a z‘eqmre

dealersto make recall repairs o

new cars beforesellingthem.
Cariiax, theation’s largest:

 used-cardedlershipchain, saysit '

informs buyers of open mmll_s
‘bt it does not get the vehmias

: .-It;saézsgrgcé ﬁncii' ; aﬁl&a’k-_ j}e
g %‘m‘ ﬁw nuiusﬂ*y," h@says
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