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From:
To: Chan, Steve (NHTSA)
Subject: Re: Your report to NHTSA (ODI #10610795); Ref: 2008 Nissan Versa Airbag Inadvertent deployment
Date: Wednesday, November 19, 2014 7:37:15 PM

Dear Steve
In reference to the 2008 Nissan Versa Hatchback my ODI#10610795, I also wanted
to let you know that the vehicle year model reference here does have the accelerator
problems that is described NHTSA# PE14018. I have personally experienced my foot
being trapped between the brake peddle and gas peddle in this vehicle and have had
to turn my leg to the side and pull my foot out in order to apply the brakes or such.

Also I wanted you to know that on the vehicle search tool I am only able to review the
problems on Nissan versa sedan and not the Hatchbacks!   

Thank you,

On Friday, November 7, 2014 1:21 PM, "Steve.Chan@dot.gov" <Steve.Chan@dot.gov> wrote:

Dear 
Thank you for reporting to the National Highway Traffic Safety Administration (NHTSA)
concerning:
“THE CONTACT OWNS A 2008 NISSAN VERSA. THE CONTACT STATED THAT WHILE
DRIVING AT APPROXIMATELY 69 MPH, THE DRIVER LOST CONTROL OF THE
VEHICLE AND CRASHED INTO A TREE. THE CONTACT STATED THAT THE AIR BAG
POSSIBLY DEPLOYED INADVERTENTLY AND STARTLED THE DRIVER, LEADING TO
A CRASH. THE CRASH RESULTED IN ONE FATALITY AND TWO PASSENGERS
SUSTAINED INJURIES THATREQUIRED MEDICAL ATTENTION. A POLICE REPORT
WAS FILED OF THE INCIDENT.”

1.           What led you to believe that the airbag possibly deployed inadvertently?
2.           Please email me pictures of the post-crashed vehicle’s exterior and interior (mainly
the dash).
3.           Please email me a copy of the police report, if available.
4.           Email me the crash event recorder data, if available.
5.           How are you related to the deceased (I presume the driver?)
6.           What were the ages of the vehicle occupants, including the driver?

Thank you.
Steve Chan
Safety Defects Engineer
Office of Defects Investigation / NHTSA
 



From:
To: Chan, Steve (NHTSA)
Subject: Re: Your report to NHTSA (ODI #10610795); Ref: 2008 Nissan Versa Airbag Inadvertent deployment
Date: Wednesday, November 19, 2014 5:09:16 PM

STEVE; PLEASE LET ME KNOW IF YOU RECEIVED ALL THE INFO. AGAIN SINCE
THE POLICE REPORT THERE IS INFOMATION ON POLICE REPORT THAT HAS
BEEN PROVEN INACCURATE. PLEASE GIVE ME A CALL ASAP @ 
THANK YOU; 

On Wednesday, November 19, 2014 11:53 AM  < > wrote:

Dear Steve;
in reference to your email November 7, 2014 questions concerning my NHTSA ODI #
10610795. I am working on my reply but have been running into problems on trying to
e-mail u the police report, I believe it is way to long to email reason is that the
accident report is over 2" thick. There is a lot of information that I would like to give to
you and would be best if there was any way you might could call me @ 

please!
 
to answer a couple of your questions you have asked:
#5) How am I related to the deceased (you presumed the driver) The driver is my
brother, he barely survived the crash. The passenger was my DAD which is the
deceased Fatality due from Multiple Blunt Force Trauma. The Occupant SRS failed.
The seatbelt webbing had came all the way out of the retractor and was caught in the
D-ring due to faulty design. ref. NHTSA #10010097! Passenger door curtain airbag
and seat airbag did not deploy. The front airbag did deploy however the top dash
board center covered it up. im trying to send you the pictures. Showing what
happened to better understand the incident.
 
 
1) What led me to believe that the airbags possibly deployed inadvertently? When the
car left the highway and entered the bar ditch there were no indications or signs of
braking or over correcting the steering to try to get back on highway. The car traveled
along the highway in the bar ditch for over a quarter of a mile in the straightest line
driven before hitting a fixed object. Again there was no signs or evidence of over
correcting or braking.  Witness confirmed that he saw no brake lights before the car
hitting the tree. The only thing my brother (driver) can recall is the Driver side Curtin
airbag hitting him on his left side of head temple area. 
Correct me if im wrong, but after long indepth hours of research, once the airbags
deploy you lose all steering and braking capabilities or of such electrical functions?
The officer thought my brother might had fallen to sleep. I disagree with his beliefs.
My dad which wears a hearingaide had just finished up a phone call using the
Bluetooth over headspeaker with my cousin and trust me nobody could had fallen
asleep on how loud my dad speaks. Plus 20 minutes prior to the wreck my brother
had got out at allsups and bought a drink. Both brother and my dad had received over



8 hours sleep the nite before. My brother has been on the volunteer fire department
for over 25 years and have received numerous awards for ambulance volunteered
EMT for State of New Mexico. There is no way anybody fell asleep is my theory!
FYI: however the DPS officer stated it was as if someone turned the vehicle off even
though ignition switch was in the on position. Everybody has tried to locate the car
battery and has yet been found.
 
Because of the SRS failure my dad hit windshield full force! In recoil the Passenger
seat broke resulting in full force energy sudden stop hitting wind shield and thrown
backwards snapping the set . Again I am trying to email pictures but no luck so far.
You requested pictures of dash board. The faulity Seat Belt Warning light is
illuminated or is on if that helps in anyway.

4) you asked for the copy of the crash event data recorder print out. It has yet to be
read. The DPS officer got a search warrant for the black box and the District Attorney
in Lubbock Texas thought he knew someone that could download the information but
that individual did not try. Chris the D.A. stated he still has it in the bottom drawer of
his desk locked up and has yet to be able to locate someone that can read the Event
Data Recorder.

FYI: I have my dads 2008 Nissan Versa Hatchback in my garage to be investigated
for possible answers on what caused the wreck. I will keep trying to e-mail the report
and pictures to you however it my be faster to mail them to you. If you could please
give me a call at the phone number I provided above. Thank you for your time and
efforts in this matter. As of to date it is still unknown what the cause of the accident
was.

Thank you

On Tuesday, November 11, 2014 10:59 PM,  < > wrote:

On Friday, November 7, 2014 1:21 PM, "Steve.Chan@dot.gov" <Steve.Chan@dot.gov> wrote:

Dear :
Thank you for reporting to the National Highway Traffic Safety Administration (NHTSA)
concerning:
“THE CONTACT OWNS A 2008 NISSAN VERSA. THE CONTACT STATED THAT WHILE
DRIVING AT APPROXIMATELY 69 MPH, THE DRIVER LOST CONTROL OF THE
VEHICLE AND CRASHED INTO A TREE. THE CONTACT STATED THAT THE AIR BAG
POSSIBLY DEPLOYED INADVERTENTLY AND STARTLED THE DRIVER, LEADING TO
A CRASH. THE CRASH RESULTED IN ONE FATALITY AND TWO PASSENGERS
SUSTAINED INJURIES THATREQUIRED MEDICAL ATTENTION. A POLICE REPORT



WAS FILED OF THE INCIDENT.”
1.           What led you to believe that the airbag possibly deployed inadvertently?
2.           Please email me pictures of the post-crashed vehicle’s exterior and interior
(mainly the dash).
3.           Please email me a copy of the police report, if available.
4.           Email me the crash event recorder data, if available.
5.           How are you related to the deceased (I presume the driver?)
6.           What were the ages of the vehicle occupants, including the driver?

Thank you.
Steve Chan
Safety Defects Engineer
Office of Defects Investigation / NHTSA
 



From:
To: Chan, Steve (NHTSA)
Subject: Re: Your report to NHTSA (ODI #10610795); Ref: 2008 Nissan Versa Airbag Inadvertent deployment
Date: Wednesday, November 19, 2014 5:05:53 PM
Attachments:  FATALITY CRASH PHOTOGRAPHY.docx

Crash Packet - PHOTO LOG 57-81.xls
Crash Packet .xls

er Memo.docx
r Speed Computations.docx

On Friday, November 7, 2014 1:21 PM, "Steve.Chan@dot.gov" <Steve.Chan@dot.gov> wrote:

Dear :
Thank you for reporting to the National Highway Traffic Safety Administration (NHTSA)
concerning:
“THE CONTACT OWNS A 2008 NISSAN VERSA. THE CONTACT STATED THAT WHILE
DRIVING AT APPROXIMATELY 69 MPH, THE DRIVER LOST CONTROL OF THE
VEHICLE AND CRASHED INTO A TREE. THE CONTACT STATED THAT THE AIR BAG
POSSIBLY DEPLOYED INADVERTENTLY AND STARTLED THE DRIVER, LEADING TO
A CRASH. THE CRASH RESULTED IN ONE FATALITY AND TWO PASSENGERS
SUSTAINED INJURIES THATREQUIRED MEDICAL ATTENTION. A POLICE REPORT
WAS FILED OF THE INCIDENT.”

1.           What led you to believe that the airbag possibly deployed inadvertently?
2.           Please email me pictures of the post-crashed vehicle’s exterior and interior (mainly
the dash).
3.           Please email me a copy of the police report, if available.
4.           Email me the crash event recorder data, if available.
5.           How are you related to the deceased (I presume the driver?)
6.           What were the ages of the vehicle occupants, including the driver?

Thank you.
Steve Chan
Safety Defects Engineer
Office of Defects Investigation / NHTSA
 



From:
To: Chan, Steve (NHTSA)
Subject: Re: Your report to NHTSA (ODI #10610795); Ref: 2008 Nissan Versa Airbag Inadvertent deployment
Date: Wednesday, November 19, 2014 1:53:14 PM

Dear Steve;
in reference to your email November 7, 2014 questions concerning my NHTSA ODI #
10610795. I am working on my reply but have been running into problems on trying to
e-mail u the police report, I believe it is way to long to email reason is that the
accident report is over 2" thick. There is a lot of information that I would like to give to
you and would be best if there was any way you might could call me @ 

 please!
 
to answer a couple of your questions you have asked:
#5) How am I related to the deceased (you presumed the driver) The driver is my
brother, he barely survived the crash. The passenger was my DAD which is the
deceased Fatality due from Multiple Blunt Force Trauma. The Occupant SRS failed.
The seatbelt webbing had came all the way out of the retractor and was caught in the
D-ring due to faulty design. ref. NHTSA #10010097! Passenger door curtain airbag
and seat airbag did not deploy. The front airbag did deploy however the top dash
board center covered it up. im trying to send you the pictures. Showing what
happened to better understand the incident.
 
 
1) What led me to believe that the airbags possibly deployed inadvertently? When the
car left the highway and entered the bar ditch there were no indications or signs of
braking or over correcting the steering to try to get back on highway. The car traveled
along the highway in the bar ditch for over a quarter of a mile in the straightest line
driven before hitting a fixed object. Again there was no signs or evidence of over
correcting or braking.  Witness confirmed that he saw no brake lights before the car
hitting the tree. The only thing my brother (driver) can recall is the Driver side Curtin
airbag hitting him on his left side of head temple area. 
Correct me if im wrong, but after long indepth hours of research, once the airbags
deploy you lose all steering and braking capabilities or of such electrical functions?
The officer thought my brother might had fallen to sleep. I disagree with his beliefs.
My dad which wears a hearingaide had just finished up a phone call using the
Bluetooth over headspeaker with my cousin and trust me nobody could had fallen
asleep on how loud my dad speaks. Plus 20 minutes prior to the wreck my brother
had got out at allsups and bought a drink. Both brother and my dad had received over
8 hours sleep the nite before. My brother has been on the volunteer fire department
for over 25 years and have received numerous awards for ambulance volunteered
EMT for State of New Mexico. There is no way anybody fell asleep is my theory!
FYI: however the DPS officer stated it was as if someone turned the vehicle off even
though ignition switch was in the on position. Everybody has tried to locate the car
battery and has yet been found.
 
Because of the SRS failure my dad hit windshield full force! In recoil the Passenger
seat broke resulting in full force energy sudden stop hitting wind shield and thrown



backwards snapping the set . Again I am trying to email pictures but no luck so far.
You requested pictures of dash board. The faulity Seat Belt Warning light is
illuminated or is on if that helps in anyway.

4) you asked for the copy of the crash event data recorder print out. It has yet to be
read. The DPS officer got a search warrant for the black box and the District Attorney
in Lubbock Texas thought he knew someone that could download the information but
that individual did not try. Chris the D.A. stated he still has it in the bottom drawer of
his desk locked up and has yet to be able to locate someone that can read the Event
Data Recorder.

FYI: I have my dads 2008 Nissan Versa Hatchback in my garage to be investigated
for possible answers on what caused the wreck. I will keep trying to e-mail the report
and pictures to you however it my be faster to mail them to you. If you could please
give me a call at the phone number I provided above. Thank you for your time and
efforts in this matter. As of to date it is still unknown what the cause of the accident
was.

Thank you

On Tuesday, November 11, 2014 10:59 PM,  <g > wrote:

On Friday, November 7, 2014 1:21 PM, "Steve.Chan@dot.gov" <Steve.Chan@dot.gov> wrote:

Dear :
Thank you for reporting to the National Highway Traffic Safety Administration (NHTSA)
concerning:
“THE CONTACT OWNS A 2008 NISSAN VERSA. THE CONTACT STATED THAT WHILE
DRIVING AT APPROXIMATELY 69 MPH, THE DRIVER LOST CONTROL OF THE
VEHICLE AND CRASHED INTO A TREE. THE CONTACT STATED THAT THE AIR BAG
POSSIBLY DEPLOYED INADVERTENTLY AND STARTLED THE DRIVER, LEADING TO
A CRASH. THE CRASH RESULTED IN ONE FATALITY AND TWO PASSENGERS
SUSTAINED INJURIES THATREQUIRED MEDICAL ATTENTION. A POLICE REPORT
WAS FILED OF THE INCIDENT.”

1.           What led you to believe that the airbag possibly deployed inadvertently?
2.           Please email me pictures of the post-crashed vehicle’s exterior and interior
(mainly the dash).
3.           Please email me a copy of the police report, if available.
4.           Email me the crash event recorder data, if available.
5.           How are you related to the deceased (I presume the driver?)
6.           What were the ages of the vehicle occupants, including the driver?

Thank you.
Steve Chan



Safety Defects Engineer
Office of Defects Investigation / NHTSA
 



From:
To: Chan, Steve (NHTSA)
Subject: Re: Your report to NHTSA (ODI #10610795); Ref: 2008 Nissan Versa Airbag Inadvertent deployment
Date: Wednesday, November 19, 2014 7:37:15 PM

Dear Steve
In reference to the 2008 Nissan Versa Hatchback my ODI#10610795, I also wanted
to let you know that the vehicle year model reference here does have the accelerator
problems that is described NHTSA# PE14018. I have personally experienced my foot
being trapped between the brake peddle and gas peddle in this vehicle and have had
to turn my leg to the side and pull my foot out in order to apply the brakes or such.

Also I wanted you to know that on the vehicle search tool I am only able to review the
problems on Nissan versa sedan and not the Hatchbacks!   

Thank you,

On Friday, November 7, 2014 1:21 PM, "Steve.Chan@dot.gov" <Steve.Chan@dot.gov> wrote:

Dear :
Thank you for reporting to the National Highway Traffic Safety Administration (NHTSA)
concerning:
“THE CONTACT OWNS A 2008 NISSAN VERSA. THE CONTACT STATED THAT WHILE
DRIVING AT APPROXIMATELY 69 MPH, THE DRIVER LOST CONTROL OF THE
VEHICLE AND CRASHED INTO A TREE. THE CONTACT STATED THAT THE AIR BAG
POSSIBLY DEPLOYED INADVERTENTLY AND STARTLED THE DRIVER, LEADING TO
A CRASH. THE CRASH RESULTED IN ONE FATALITY AND TWO PASSENGERS
SUSTAINED INJURIES THATREQUIRED MEDICAL ATTENTION. A POLICE REPORT
WAS FILED OF THE INCIDENT.”

1.           What led you to believe that the airbag possibly deployed inadvertently?
2.           Please email me pictures of the post-crashed vehicle’s exterior and interior (mainly
the dash).
3.           Please email me a copy of the police report, if available.
4.           Email me the crash event recorder data, if available.
5.           How are you related to the deceased (I presume the driver?)
6.           What were the ages of the vehicle occupants, including the driver?

Thank you.
Steve Chan
Safety Defects Engineer
Office of Defects Investigation / NHTSA
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 FATALITY CRASH 
PHOTOGRAPHY 

PHOTO #1 

 

PHOTO DEPICTING UNIT 1’S LEFT SIDE 

PHOTO #2 

 

PHOTO DEPICTING UNIT 1’S LEFT SIDE (ANGLED) 
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PHOTO #3 

 

PHOTO DEPICTING UNIT 1’S LEFT SIDE/ FRONT END DAMAGE 

 

PHOTO #4 

 

PHOTO DEPICTING UNIT 1’S FRONT END AND DAMAGE 
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PHOTO #11 

 

PHOTO OF UNIT 1 DEPICTING UNIT 1’S INTERIOR 

 

 

 

PHOTO #12 

 

PHOTO OF UNIT 1 DEPICTING UNIT 1’S AIR BAG DEPLOYMENT & DRIVER SAFETY BELT 
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PHOTO #13 

 

PHOTO OF UNIT 1 DEPICTING SIDE AIR BAG DEPLOYMENT & CUT SAFETY BELT 

 

PHOTO #14 

 

PHOTO OF UNIT 1 DEPICTING BLOOD ON DRIVER AND PASSENGER SEATS, AS WELL AS ON 
THE DRIVER AIR BAG 
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PHOTO #15 

 

PHOTO OF UNIT 1 DEPICTING STEERING COLUMN AND TURN SIGNAL INDICATOR 

 

 

PHOTO #16 

 

PHOTO OF UNIT 1’S STEERING WHEEL DEPICTING BLOOD EVIDENCE 
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PHOTO #17 

 

PHOTO OF UNIT 1’S INSTRUMENT PANEL DEPICTING NO POWER & LACK OF SPEED 
INDICATION 

 

 

PHOTO #18 

 

PHOTO OF UNIT 1’S INSTRUMENT PANEL DEPICTING NO POWER & LACK OF SPEED 
INDICATION 
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PHOTO #19 

 

PHOTO OF UNIT 1’S RADIO / TEMPERATURE CONTROLS DEPICTING LOSS OF POWER & 
HEATING / COOLING LEVELS 

 

PHOTO #20 

 

PHOTO OF UNIT 1’S CENTER CONSOLE INDICATING DAMAGE TO INTERIOR OF VEHICLE AND 
TRANSMISSION GEAR PLACEMENT 
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PHOTO #21 

 

PHOTO OF UNIT 1’S GEAR SHIFT DEPICTING GEAR PLACEMENT  

 

 

PHOTO #22 

 

PHOTO OF UNIT 1’S DRIVER SIDE SAFETY BELT DEPICTING WHERE IT WAS CUT BY 
EMERGENCY SERVICE PERSONNEL 
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PHOTO #23 

 

PHOTO OF UNIT 1’S DRIVER SIDE SEAT BELT ANCHOR 

 

 

PHOTO #24 

 

PHOTO OF UNIT 1’S EMERGENCY BRAKE HANDLE DEPICTING LOCATION OF BLOOD EVIDENCE 
AND DRIVER SAFETY BELT ANCHOR 
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PHOTO #25 

 

PHOTO OF UNIT 1’S PASSENGER SIDE SAFETY BELT & ANCHOR 

PHOTO #26 

 

PHOTO OF UNIT 1’S PASSENGER SIDE AIR BAG DEPLOYMENT 
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PHOTO #27 

 

PHOTO OF UNIT 1’S WINDSHIELD DAMAGE & REAR VIEW MIRROR DISPLACEMENT 

 

 

PHOTO #28 

 

PHOTO OF UNIT 1’S BACK SEAT DEPICTING NON-USE OF SAFETY BELTS AND VEHICLE 
CONTENTS 

 



TEXAS DEPARTMENT OF PUBLIC SAFETY Page 15 
 

PHOTO #29 

 

PHOTO OF UNIT 1’S BACK SEAT DEPICTING NON-USE OF SAFETY BELTS AND VEHICLE 
CONTENTS 

 

 

PHOTO #30 

 

PHOTO OF UNIT 1’S DRIVER SIDE FLOOR BOARD DEPICTING PEDAL PLACEMENT POST CRASH 
& INTRUSION INTO THE VEHICLE 
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PHOTO #31 

 

PHOTO OF UNIT 1’S DRIVER SIDE STEERING COLUMN DEPICTING DAMAGE TO VEHICLE 
CONTROLS & STEERING COLUM 

 

 

PHOTO #32 

 

PHOTO OF UNIT 1’S DRIVER SIDE DOOR PANEL DEPICTING THE DOORS UNLOCKED POSITION 
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PHOTO #33 

 

PHOTO OF UNIT 1’S FLOOR BOARD AREA DEPICTING BLOOD EVIDENCE & DAMAGE TO THE 
CENTER CONSOLE 

 

 

PHOTO #34 

 

PHOTO OF UNIT 1’S DRIVER SIDE HEAD LAMP DEPICTING ITS DISPLACEMENT FROM THE 
VEHICLE 
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PHOTO #37 

 

PHOTO OF UNIT 1 DEPICTING ITS POSITION IN RELATIONSHIP TO THE TREE IT STRUCK 

 

 

PHOTO #38 

 

PHOTO OF THE DAMAGE THE TREE INCURRED DUE TO THE COLLISION 
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PHOTO #39 

 

PHOTO OF UNIT 1’S FRONT BUMPER AND DAMAGE TO TREE DUE TO THE COLLISION 

 

 

PHOTO #40 

 

PHOTO OF UNIT 1 DEPICTING ITS RELATIONSHIP TO THE STRUCK TREE 
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PHOTO #41 

 

PHOTO OF UNIT 1 DEPICTING COLLISION DAMAGE FROM SIDE ANGLE VIEW 

 

 

PHOTO #42 

 

TOP VIEW OF UNIT DEPICTING DAMAGE TO UNIT 1’S FRONT END 
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PHOTO #43 

 

TOP VIEW OF UNIT 1 DEPICTING UNIT 1’S REAR END 

 

 

PHOTO #44 

 

TOP VIEW OF UNIT 1’S DRIVER SIDE AREA 
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PHOTO #45 

 

TOP VIEW OF UNIT 1’S PASSENGER SIDE AREA 

 

 

PHOTO #46 

 

TOP VIEW OF UNIT 1’S FRONT END DEPICTING DAMAGE TO ITS RIGHT FRONT SIDE 
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PHOTO #47 

 

TOP VIEW OF UNIT 1’S FRONT END DEPICTING DAMAGE TO ITS LEFT FRONT SIDE 

PHOTO #48 

 

VIEW OF DAMAGE TO TREE FROM A HIGH LEVEL ANGLE 
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PHOTO #49 

 

TOP VIEW OF UNIT 1 IN REFERENCE TO IT LOCATION TO THE TREE 

 

 

PHOTO #50 

 

VIEW OF UNIT 1’S FRONT END DAMAGE FROM A LOWER LEVEL ANGLE 
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PHOTO #51 

 

PHOTO OF UNIT 1’S LEFT FRONT TIRE AND WHEEL DEPICTING TYPE, SIZE, AND DAMAGE TO 
WHEEL WELL 

 

 

PHOTO #52 

 

PHOTO OF UNIT 1’S LEFT REAR TIRE AND WHEEL DEPICTING TYPE AND SIZE 
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PHOTO #53 

 

PHOTO OF UNIT 1’S LEFT REAR TIRE DEPICTING THE TIRE SIZE 

 

 

PHOTO #54 

 

PHOTO OF UNIT 1’S LEFT REAR TIRE DEPICTING THE TIRES “DOT” NUMBER 
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PHOTO #55 

 

PHOTO OF UNIT 1’S RIGHT REAR TIRE DEPICTING THE VEHICLES TIRE TYPE, SIZE, AND “DOT” 
NUMBER 

 

PHOTO #56 

 

PHOTO OF UNIT 1’S RIGHT REAR TIRE DEPICTING THE VEHICLE’S “DOT” NUMBER 
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PHOTO #57 

 

PHOTO OF UNIT 1’S RIGHT REAR TIRE DEPICTING THE VEHICLE’S TIRE SIZE 

 

 

PHOTO #58 

 

PHOTO OF UNIT 1’S FRONT RIGHT TIRE DEPICTING THE VEHICLES TIRE TYPE, SIZE, AND “DOT” 
NUMBER 
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PHOTO #59 

 

PHOTO OF UNIT 1’S FRONT RIGHT TIRE DEPICTING TYPE AND STYLE OF TIRE 

 

 

PHOTO #60 

 

PHOTO OF UNIT 1’S FRONT RIGHT TIRE DEPICTING THE TIRE’S “DOT” NUMBER 
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PHOTO #61 

 

PHOTO OF UNIT 1’S FRONT LEFT TIRE DEPICTING LUG NUT PLACEMENT AND LACK OF 
DAMAGE 

 

 

PHOTO #62 

 

PHOTO OF UNIT 1’S FRONT LEFT TIRE DEPICTING THE TIRE’S “DOT” NUMBER 
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PHOTO #63 

 

VIEW OF UNIT 1, LOOKING EAST, AT FINAL REST 

 

 

PHOTO #64 

 

PHOTO OF UNIT 1, LOOKING EAST, DEPICTING AREA OF IMPACT AND EVIDENCE OF VEHICLE 
TRAVEL 
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PHOTO #65 

 

PHOTO OF UNIT 1, LOOKING EAST, DEPICTING PATH OF VEHICLE TRAVEL 

 

 

PHOTO #66 

 

PHOTO OF UNIT 1, LOOKING EAST, DEPICTING ROLLING TIRE INDICATION AND STRUCK 
FENCE POST 
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PHOTO #67 

 

VIEW OF UNIT 1’S ROLLING TIRE INDICATION AND PATH OF VEHICLE 

 

 

PHOTO #68 

 

VIEW OF UNIT 1’S ROLLING TIRE INDICATION AND PATH OF VEHICLE 
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PHOTO #69 

 

VIEW OF UNIT 1’S ROLLING TIRE INDICATION AND PATH OF VEHICLE 

 

 

PHOTO #70 

 

VIEW OF UNIT 1’S ROLLING TIRE INDICATION AND PATH OF VEHICLE 
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PHOTO #73 

 

VIEW OF UNIT 1’S ROLLING TIRE INDICATION AND PATH OF VEHICLE 

 

 

PHOTO #74 

 

VIEW OF UNIT 1’S ROLLING TIRE INDICATION AND PATH OF VEHICLE 
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PHOTO #75 

 

VIEW OF UNIT 1’S ROLLING TIRE INDICATION AND PATH OF VEHICLE 

 

 

PHOTO #76 

 

VIEW OF UNIT 1’S ROLLING TIRE INDICATION AS IT TRAVELS OFF OF THE ROADWAY AND 
INTO THE SOUTH DITCH OF U.S. HIGHWAY 84 
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PHOTO #79 

 

VIEW OF U.S. HIGHWAY 84, EASTBOUND, DEPICTING NO SKID MARKS AND ONLY ROLLING 
TIRE INDICATIONS MADE BY UNIT 1 

 

 

PHOTO #80 

 

VIEW OF U.S. HIGHWAY 84, EASTBOUND, DEPICTING NO SKID MARKS AND ONLY ROLLING 
TIRE INDICATIONS MADE BY UNIT 1 
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PHOTO # 81 

 

VIEW OF U.S. HIGHWAY 84, EASTBOUND, DEPICTING THAT UNIT 1 DID NOT TRAVEL OFF OF 
THE ROADWAY, INTO THE CENTER MEDIAN, PRIOR TO ITS LEAVING THE ROADWAY IN THE 

SOUTH DITCH OF U.S. HIGHWAY 84. 

 

 

END OF PHOTOGRAPHY 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 



TEXAS DEPARTMENT OF PUBLIC SAFETY - CONFIDENTIAL 1

Page 1 of 3
1

DRIVER EXAMINATION REPORT

Driver stated that he last slept the night prior to the 
crash for approximately 7 hours. Driver states that he is 
employed by Finny Farms out of Ft. Summner, NM as a 
truck driver. Driver last stopped in Muleshoe, TX to 
utilize the bathroom. Driver last worked in October of 
2012 in preparation for his hip replacement surgery.

Unit 1 was en route to Lubbock TX, coming from 
Melrose NM. Driver left Melrose at approximately 7:30 
AM. Driver stated that he traveled approximately 2 1/2 
hours prior to the crash. Driver states he was not 
speeding, confirmed by witness information and speed 
computations. Driver stated this is the most direct route 
of travel between Lubbock and Melrose. Unit 1 traveled 
approximately 103 miles prior to the crash. Driver's 
father riding to Lubbock with driver for company. Both 
were wearing their seat belts.

DRIVER UNIT # DRIVER UNIT # 

TRIP 
INFORMATION

LEFT FROM, TIME, DESTINATION, ELASPED TIME, 
TRIP DISTANCE, IS THIS MOST DIRECT ROUTE

Driver has no medical problems other than a receant hip 
replacement which occurred 15 days prior the crash. 
Driver has have high blood pressure which is controlled 
by meds. Driver states he is in good health. Driver does 
not faint. Driver does not have Diabetes, Epilepsy, and 
is not Deaf. No brain deficenencies.

MENTAL 
CONDITION

ANGRY,FAMILY FIGHT-GRIEF-HURT FEELINGS-
ELATION-ANTICIPATION-FEAR, ETC.

Driver states that he was not in a state of anger, fighting, 
grief, hurt feelings, elation, anticipation, or fear. Driver 
described his family relationships as a good. Driver 
states that he maintains his happiness and has a 
positive outlook on life. Driver states he has no mental 
problems, confirmed by family members.

ANGRY,FAMILY FIGHT-GRIEF-HURT FEELINGS-
ELATION-ANTICIPATION-FEAR, ETC.

LEFT FROM, TIME, DESTINATION, ELASPED TIME, 
TRIP DISTANCE, IS THIS MOST DIRECT ROUTE

ANY OTHER 
CONCERNING 
THE DRIVER

LAST SLEPT, TYPE OF JOB, LAST WORKED, LAST 
STOPPED (THIS TRIP).

LAST SLEPT, TYPE OF JOB, LAST WORKED, LAST 
STOPPED (THIS TRIP).

PHYSICAL 
CONDITION

MISSING LIMBS - VISION PROBLEM - HEART CONDITION - 
FAINTING SPELLS, DIABETES,DEAF, ETC.

MISSING LIMBS - VISION PROBLEM - HEART CONDITION - 
FAINTING SPELLS,DIABETES,DEAF, ETC.
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ANY OTHER 
CONCERNING 
THE DRIVER

LAST SLEPT, TYPE OF JOB, LAST WORKED, LAST 
STOPPED (THIS TRIP).

LAST SLEPT, TYPE OF JOB, LAST WORKED, LAST 
STOPPED (THIS TRIP).

TRIP 
INFORMATION

LEFT FROM, TIME, DESTINATION, ELASPED TIME, 
TRIP DISTANCE, IS THIS MOST DIRECT ROUTE

LEFT FROM, TIME, DESTINATION, ELASPED TIME, 
TRIP DISTANCE, IS THIS MOST DIRECT ROUTE

MISSING LIMBS - VISION PROBLEM - HEART CONDITION - 
FAINTING SPELLS, DIABETES,DEAF, ETC.

MISSING LIMBS - VISION PROBLEM - HEART CONDITION - 
FAINTING SPELLS, DIABETES,DEAF, ETC.

MENTAL 
CONDITION

ANGRY,FAMILY FIGHT-GRIEF-HURT FEELINGS-
ELATION-ANTICIPATION-FEAR, ETC.

ANGRY,FAMILY FIGHT-GRIEF-HURT FEELINGS-
ELATION-ANTICIPATION-FEAR, ETC.

DRIVER UNIT# DRIVER UNIT#
PHYSICAL 

CONDITION
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NAME OF PERSON NOTIFIED:
ADRESS:
CITY, STATE & ZIP
TELEPHONE NUMBER:
RELATIONSHIP TO DECEASED:
TIME NOTIFIED:
HOW NOTIFIED:
NAME OF DECEASED:
ADRESS:
CITY, STATE & ZIP

NAME OF PERSON THAT MADE NOTIFICATION:

LOCATION OF DECEASED:

DECEASED PERSONAL EFFECTS LOCATION:

NAME OF PERSON NOTIFIED:
ADRESS:
CITY, STATE & ZIP
TELEPHONE NUMBER:
RELATIONSHIP TO DECEASED:
TIME NOTIFIED:
HOW NOTIFIED:
NAME OF DECEASED:
ADRESS:
CITY, STATE & ZIP

NAME OF PERSON THAT MADE NOTIFICATION:

LOCATION OF DECEASED:

DECEASED PERSONAL EFFECTS LOCATION:

In Person

Melrose, New Mexico 

, Lubbock Texas 

, Lubbock Texas 

Mary Ellen Holland, Nurse Supervisor, University Medical Center

Melrose, New Mexico 

Daughter
4:30 P.M.

NOTIFICATION OF NEXT OF KIN
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TEXAS DEPARTMENT OF PUBLIC SAFETY 
INTEROFFICE MEMORANDUM 

 
 

To: Bill Robles, Sergeant, TX DPS HP – 5A04   Date: December 17, 2013 
 
From: Jared Bratcher, Trooper II, TX DPS HP – 5A04  Division: THP/HP 
 
Subject: Fatality Crash Investigation involving  and , which occurred on 
September 16, 2013. 
 
 
DRIVER #1, VEHICLE #1, AND PASSENGER INFORMATION 
 
The driver of vehicle #1 was identified as: ; New Mexico Driver License Number: 

.  was born on  and was  years of age at the time of the 
crash.  is a white male, approximately 5’9” tall and weighs approximately 170 pounds. 

 has Brown hair and Blue eyes.  holds a current address at
Mel Rose, New Mexico, .  is a surviving occupant in this crash and was not 
employed at the time of the crash.  was said to have been traveling to Lubbock, Texas for a 
doctor’s appointment. 
 
Vehicle #1 was identified as a 2008 year model, black in color, Nissan Versa passenger car bearing New 
Mexico Registration: ; VIN: 3N1BC13E68L . Vehicle #1 had an unknown number of 
miles driven on it at the time of the crash. Vehicle #1 was owned by and registered to a  
of   , Mel Rose, New Mexico, . 
 

 was the only passenger seated in Vehicle #1 at the time of the crash. was seated 
in the right front passenger seat. There were no other passengers located or identified as riding in, on, or 
around vehicle #1 at the time of the crash.  
 
VEHICLE #1 DAMAGE 
 
Vehicle #1 sustained severe damage during the crash. Vehicle #1 has one damage rating which is 
described as: 12-FD-4. Vehicle #1 received damage to the following articles equipped in and on the 
vehicle during the crash: 
 
 

• Left Front Quarter Panel 
• Severe Hood Damage 

• Engine Compartment 
• Left Front Fender Well 
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I observed unit 1 to have a broken windshield and bent steering wheel. Unit 1’s gas / brake pedal were 
bent and pushed inward toward the center console. Unit 1’s emergency brake was in the down position 
and had not been used to the best of my knowledge. Unit 1’s emergency brake is equipped in the center 
console area of the vehicle. 
 
I observed both front seat belts to have been used and the driver side seat belt was cut by EMS personnel 
in order to remove . I observed a large amount of blood splatter in the following areas of 
the vehicle: Steering wheel, driver air bag, driver door, windshield, driver seat, driver floor board, driver 
safety belt, dash board, radio console, center console, emergency brake, passenger seat, passenger seat 
belt, passenger air bag, and passenger door. 
 
There was no power to the vehicle and the vehicle’s instrument panel displayed no lights or needle 
movements. All of the needles equipped in the gauges looked as if the vehicle was just turned off and at a 
far low or left position on the gauge.  There was no speed locked on the speedometer. 
 
The vehicle’s transmission was the “drive” gear. The air conditioner was being utilized. It is unknown 
weather the radio was being utilized due to a lack of power. The vehicle was not equipped with any 
auxiliary lights, radios, radar detectors, or cigarette plug adaptors. 
 
Unit 1’s rearview mirror was displaced and I observed a disabled permit on the dash board. There was a 
walking device, miscellaneous travel equipment, and personal items in the vehicle’s rear seat and floor 
board. 
 
Unit 1’s door locks were in the “unlocked” position; however, the driver’s door was jammed shut during 
the crash. The driver side window had been completely shattered out of the window frame.  
 
As I continued to document evidence from the crash, I observed the vehicle’s right side headlamp had 
become displaced when the vehicle struck the tree and came to final rest approximately 39.92 feet east of 
the final resting area of unit 1.  
 
Unit 1’s windshield washing reservoir had also become displaced and came to final rest in the same 
approximate area as the vehicle’s head lamp.   
 
I also observed all four tires and wheels of the vehicle. I observed that the two rear tires and wheels had 
no damage and were in good repair. The tread depth was good and the wear pattern was normal. These 
two tires had approximately 30 pounds of air pressure in them at the time of the crash. 
 
The two front tires and wheels were also in good repair. The tread depth was good and the wear pattern 
was normal. Both tires had approximately 30 pounds of air pressure in them at the time of the crash. 
 
I continued to document evidence of the crash through the use of field notes and field photography. I took 
approximately 81 photos of the crash scene and they are included with this investigation for further 
review.  
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I observed a set of tire marks in the south ditch of , leading from the area where unit 1 
impacted the tree, up to  eastbound improved shoulder. I measured these tire marks 
and observed there was 970’ 1” of tire marks in the ditch. 
 
These tire marks were generally straight and consisted of no braking or very slight disruption in the 
grounds surface as the vehicle traveled over it.  
 
I followed these tire marks and observed where they left the roadway. Through the course of my 
investigation, I observed that unit 1 was traveling eastbound on , veered off of the 
roadway to the right, entered the south ditch, and began traveling straight in the ditch until it struck the 
tree.  
 
I documented these tire marks utilizing yellow marking flags. I photographed the tire marks before and 
after marking the path of travel.  
 
I collected all pertinent information from the scene of the crash and recorded it through the use of 
photography and/or field notes in the Major Vehicle Crash Inspection Report. 
 
I also viewed the roadway prior to the tire marks and crash. I observed that the road was clearly marked 
and displayed the correct lane markings for   
 
There was no skid marks, tire marks, gouge marks, or scrapes on the roadway. I also observed that there 
was nothing on the roadway which would cause  to take evasive action to avoid.  
 
The roadway was dry and the flow of traffic was moderate and normal for that time of day on that 
particular roadway.  
 
I made a written inventory of the contents of the vehicle and contacted the on-call wrecker service to 
respond and take possession of the vehicle. Wright’s Wrecker responded to the scene and took possession 
of the vehicle at approximately 1:30 P.M. 
 
I was later contacted by University Medical Center personnel and advised that  had died 
at approximately 12:58 P.M. I learned that  daughter, , had been notified of her 
father’s death by the UMC Nurse Supervisor, Mary Ellen Holland. 
 
At approximately 3:45 P.M., Troopers Billy Fairchild, Robert Smith, Ole Rodriguez, Cpl. Larry 
Campbell, and I responded back to the scene of the crash and took measurements of the scene for the use 
of forensic mapping. 
 
I composed a scale diagram of the crash, including measurements of the tire marks, vehicle final rest, 
headlight and windshield washer reservoir; it is included with this investigation.  
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I later responded to University Medical Center Hospital in Lubbock and made contact with  
. I spoke with  and learned that he and his father were traveling to UMC Hospital from their 

residence in Mel Rose, New Mexico. 
 

  advised that he previous had hip replacement surgery approximately 15 days prior to the 
crash and was going to the hospital for a checkup.  advised he had no medical problems 
prior to the crash other than high blood pressure which is controlled by medications and his hip 
replacement surgery.  
 

 also stated that he does not remember falling asleep or fainting prior to hitting the tree. 
 stated that he does not remember anything from the crash other than traveling through the 

city of Anton and then waking up to the air bag deployment. 
 

 advised he does not have any medical problems that would hinder his driving abilities. 
 states that he does not have diabetes, epilepsy, or other diseases.  claims to 

have good hearing and no brain deficiencies. 
 

 stated that he was not angry with anyone nor did he have any hurt feelings or mental 
disabilities. states that he is in good mental and physical health.  
 

 stated that he and his father left Mel Rose at approximately 7:30 A.M. that morning en 
route to UMC Hospital.  stated that they had traveled approximately 2 and ½ hours prior to 
being involved in the crash and that they travel that route regularly.  
 
This direction of travel between Mel Rose, New Mexico and Lubbock Texas is the most direct route of 
travel between the two cities.  stated that his father, , was simply riding along 
with him for company. As stated prior in this memorandum,  confirmed both men were 
wearing their safety belts. 
 

 advised that he and his father only made one stop in the city of Muleshoe for a bathroom 
break prior to the crash. 
 

 stated that he last slept the night prior to the crash for approximately seven (7) hours. 
 has not worked since October of 2012, but drives truck driver when he is employed. 

 
 was unable to provide a written statement due to his lack of memory of the events which 

occurred on the day of the crash.  
 
Due to the fact that  had recently had hip replacement surgery, I questioned him further as 
to if he had possibly passed out due to pain or due to the use of prescribed medications.  
 

stated that he had not taken any prescribed medication for several days prior to the crash 
and stated that he took over the counter medication when needed.  
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 for an unknown reason. Unit 1 traveled east in the ditch for approximately 970 feet and 1 
inch prior to colliding head on with a free standing tree. Unit 1 came to final rest upright facing a 
northwest direction approximately 6 feet south of the tree in the ditch of eastbound .  
Unit 1’s right front seat passenger died as a result of the crash.  
 
Due to  loss of memory coupled with his admittance to having hip replacement surgery it 
is the opinion of this investigator that  fell asleep while driving, took a faulty evasive 
maneuver, or was possibly utilizing some type of medication which caused his to lose the use of his 
mental and physical faculties.  
 
 
 
Respectfully, 
 
 
 
Jared Bratcher, Trooper II 
Texas Department of Public Safety 
Texas Highway Patrol Division 
1310 Ave H 
Levelland, Texas 79336 
(806) 894-4385 
 
 
 






































































































