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Toyota announced a
massive set of recalls

" Wednesday to address

‘a ser' s of problems, in-

- 'seats from emaining in

- place during an accident.

volves 3 vmxl.ho vehlcles

; seats are adjusted often

‘Toyota, the world's larg-
estautomaker, said itis not
& y crashes, in-

rges :

~ aged when the teermg -
£ “ wheel turns

d prevent car - ’ me
_stab When the steering
: wh;el isrepeatedly turned -

he. frayed :

said;

A third recall mvolves"
: fixni(g steermg; column
: 1 :

h maximum force.
The otheér recalls ad-

~dress problematic wind-
y - shield-wiper motors and
- the possibility of fires in -
in- - starter motors. Those ;
~ problems are confined to o
~models sold i in A51a, 'I‘oy-/ :
" otahassaid. w
The five recalls cover
6.39 million vehxcles i
- ‘worldwide. The air bag
d'. problem affec
.~ lionvehicles in'the United
- States. They include the
12009-10 Corolla, 2009-10
- Matrix, " -2008-10 ‘High-
'+ ‘lander, :2009-10 Tacoma,
:‘-”2006~08 RAV4 and 2006-

mil-

1 vehicles
 When the springs break - 10 Yaris models. -
i the seat will not lockin .
~place and could moveina
 crash, increasing the risk
of i m}ury, the company'

The' recalls come as

. automakers are under in-
" creasing pressure in the J}

United States to.. moye

more quickly to’correct -

possible defects and to

The defect, which' GM

dealers began fixing this
‘week, has been linked by
 the company to 13 deaths.

Last month, Toyota

fine to the federal govern-

recall more than 9 mllhon o
o vehlcles : ¥

inform regulators and
ne . the public about possxble,
. safety problems. ,

‘ General Motors is un-
_der investigation over its
- slow recall of 2.6 million
-~ small cars equipped with .
faulty ignition switches,

“agreed to pay a $1 2billion  §

“ment for mlsleadmg con- B
sumers and regulators = |
, f‘j,about umntended acceler-
ationin its cars and trucks.
~ The problem, which was
' tracedto problematic floor -
' matsand sticky gas pedals,

prompted the company to

i ngsftare

blamed in petition to
recall Chevy Impala

By .Iaﬂ‘ Green and .Iefl' Plungls
Bloomberg News

WASHINGTON General Motors
Co., in the midst of recalhng
2.6 million small cars for an igni-

tlon-sw1tch flaw that can deacti-.
vate air bags, also might have an

air-bag defect connected to deadly

accidents in its Chevrolet Impala, .

a safety group said Monday. -
The Center for Auto Safety, in
a letter to U.S. regulators Mon-

day, cited a government petition .

by a former GM researcher who
said he found a software fault that

. canmisread a passenger’s weight

and render frontal air bags inop-

'~ erative, The consultant, Donald

Friedman, is asking the National

Highway Traffic Safety Admin-
' ion to open a defect mves-_f

l“leé:ted frOm NI-ITSA’

, D;tlow, executive direct X
th aslgmgton-base_ 1

L { 'Impalas air bag dldn’t s
deploy, Friedman said, citing
-data

NHTSA’s databases don't pm-

- point the cause of air-bag failures,
so it’s not clear how many cases

can be tied toa flawed algonthm,'
Ditlow said. ‘

Spokesmen Alan Adler, of GM
and Nathan Naylor, of NHTSA,
said they couldn’t. 1mmed1ately
comment,

The flaw cited in the petltlon
points to questions about whether
there are broader flaws with sen- |
SOTS 10 air bags used througﬁ?ﬁx‘t :

theé atto industry.
Last month, Nissan recalled

989,701 vehlcles, including ‘the
2014 Altima sedan, because soft-
ware can incorrectly classify a
passenger seat as empty, leading
to air-bag failure in a crash. Tl.}g;e -
also have been U.S. investigations -
of recalls over air-bag failures
5 a,
olyo and Chrysler products m

: ', the past two years.

So-called ‘advanced air bags
introduced in the past decade to
meet tougher U.S, regulations

. have saved lives, while introduc-
- ing technology so complex that *
engmeers soinetimes don’t un-
. derstand its nuances.

NHTSA’s acting admlmstra-

- ‘tor told Congress last: week'the
- agency hasn’t been able to fig- -
© _ure out how air bags in Chevro-
" Jet Cobalts and Saturn Ions with
- the defective ignition switches
. could deact:vate with, the cars
movmg o Clnee
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