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TL- THE CONTACT OWNS A 2013 JEEP GRAND CHEROKEE. THE CONTACT STATED THAT THE SPOILER FOR THE BACK RACK FRACTURED AND
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ADDITIONAL DETAILS:

The car is about 8 months old. The bike rack is about four years old.
It is made by SARIS and we have used it on several cars without any
problems. Over the years, we have had three other Jeeps and there
has been no problems with using other bike racks on those cars.

We were driving around 45mph when the air spoiler suddenly
separated from the car, causing the spoiler to block the view through
the rear view window. The bike rack with two bikes on it crashed to
the ground. Fortunately, the bikes and bike rack did not separate
from the car because they were held to the car by the bottom two
hooks on the rack. Ifthe rack and bikes had completely separated
from the car, they could have gone flying on the highway. Most
likely, they would have caused significant personal injury to
passengers in other cars and major damage to other vehicles.

We subsequently learned that the spoiler is made of two pieces of
plastic glued together and flimsily attached to the rear tailgate. All
of our previous Jeeps had exposed metal (part of the tailgate) to
which bike rack hooks could be attached. We did not even think that
there might be a problem when we attached the two top hooks of the
rack to the only horizontal opening that separates the tailgate from
the roof. The car manual says nothing about not using bike racks
that attach over the tailgate and the dealer never gave us any
warning.

I believe this is a significant traffic safely hazard. If you receive
other reports of potential or real accidents from air spoiler problems,
this model Jeep should be recalled and metal air spoilers should be
installed so that one can safely use a bike rack that attaches to back
of the car.
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