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Toyota
recalling

412,000
sedans

Steering problems
bring the embattled
carmaker’s U.S, recall
total to 9.5 million.
Associated Press - .‘ .

NEW YORK — Toyota is recall-

ing more‘than 400,000 cars, '

most of them large sedans sold
in the United States, for prob-
lems that can cause the steering
wheel to lock up. It’s the latest
indicatiopn that the automaker is

still struggling with vehicle prob--

lems even as it works to overhaul
quality control. :

The recall affects 412,000 vehl—
cles in the United States: 373,000
" Avalon sedans and 39,000 Lexus
LX 4770 SUVs. The recall is Toyo-
ta's largest since it said in-April it
would fix rusting spare tire hold-
ers in 600,000 Sienna minivans.

Thursday’s announcement
brings the size of Toyota’s recalls
to about 9.5 million cars and
trucks in the United States since
October, with some recalls affect-
ing models as old as the 1998
model- year..Qf the 24.1 mil-
lion vehicles Toyota. has sold

the United States since 1998, as'

tracked by Wards AutoInfoBank,
it has recalled about 39 percent. .

The Avalons.recalled are from \

model years; 2000 to' 2004 and
have itnproper casting of the
steering lock bar —the compo-
nentthatlocksthe steering wheel
when the vehicle is shut off —
that can'cause a crack to form on
the surface..Over time, the crack
can expand, which can cause the
steering wheel to becore diffi-

cult to unlock when stationary.

In some circumstances, the prob-
£ can-cause the steermg wheel
tolockupd drivi
sad.’ . ST
Three unconfirmed acci-
dents with no injuries have been
reported because of the problem,
Toyota said. .
For the Lexus LX 4:70 'Ibyota is
reca.llmg the 2003 tp 2007 model
yea.rs to ﬁx a, different steenng

srlatol mneidA nnavan 3

ZT"”S [S m‘f

EXPERIENCE

THISIS MY
CoNCERN

Jury 30,4010



ir1sks2ss2 ]

CONSUMER INFCRMATION

This vehicle is certified to 50 ~STATE EMISSION REQUIREMENTS. it meets
eniicsian veauiromants of alf 50 states.
CLEAWER SMOG INGEX MCRE POLLIUTING
PRARTSIGIRL. {.40) Tivs VEHICLE
ARUN (52) AVERAGE NEW VEHICLE

.0 HE: 10 1.8 2.0 2.5 3.0

This vehicis is equipped with bumper systems that, in a frontai barrier
impact of 5 miles per hour and a rear barrier impact of 5 mites per hour,
sustaiz no more damage than is permitted under the Federal bumper standard.
That Federal standard establishes requirements (inciuding damage criteria) for
the impact resistance of vehicles in low speed front and rear collisions. The
stangard aliows damage to the bumper face bar and the components and
assoctated fasteners that diceclly attach the bumper faca bar to the shassis frame.
PARTE CONTENT INFORMATION
FOR VEHICLES IN THIS CARLINE:
J.5.JCANADIAN PARTS CONTENT: 65%
MAJOR SQURCES OF FOREIGN PARTS CONTENT:
JAPAN 20%
NOTE: FARTS CONTENT DOES NOT INCLUDE FINAL ASSEMBLY, DISTRIBUTIGN,
OR OTHER MON —PARTS CDSTS.
FOR THIS VEHICLE:
FINAL ASSEMBLY POINT: FREMONT, CA USA
GCCUNTRY OF ORIGIN:
ENGINE: UNITED STATES
TRAMSHAUSSION: JAPAN
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